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1. YOJANA 
 

Tribals: Sustaining the Roots 

 
The tribal communities of India are deep-rooted with nature, indigenous livelihood, oral traditions, folk 
culture and are mostly confined to their own people. The word "tribe' was originally a latin word tribus, 
meaning "the poor later used to specify the masses, Living in bucolic simplicity, in the colonial 
ethnography and anthropology, they offer invaluable heritage to our country, along with historical 
significance through their participation in India's struggle for freedom. These self-reliant communities 
enjoyed the autonomy of governance over the territory they inhabited until the colonial rulers started 
merging them with the dominant population.  
 
Tribals with their organic lifestyle and beliefs challenge the modern way of dess living and development 
needs. Their sustainable living provides lessons to the world struggling with pressing es like climate 
change and environmental issues 
 
The Article 46 of the Constitution aims that 'the State shall promote with special care, the educational 
and economic interest of the weaker section of the people, and, in particular, the Scheduled Castes and 
the Scheduled Tribes, and shall protect them from social injustice and all forms of exploitation. 
Thereafter, the Government strengthened these rights with Articles 15 and 16 further protecting the 
STs.  
 
Recently, the birth anniversary of the renowned tribal leader Birsa Munda on 15 November has been 
announced as 'Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas to commemorate the struggles and sacrifices of tribal freedom 
fighters during the independence movement 
 
In contemporary India, the tribal communities continue to outshine in various fields such as education, 
sports, various art forms (dance, music, painting, etc.), and add to the cultural presence of India. It is 
imperative that the policymakers continue to safeguard the tribal rights so as to ensure inclusive 
development of the society  

 
 

1.1 Policies on Scheduled Tribes 
 
Traditionally, Scheduled Tribes enjoyed total autonomy over the governance of their affairs. This system 
of autonomy was dismantled during the British Raj in India.  
 
Tribal communities in India were viewed with derision by the British and various legislations were 
brought to alienate them from their ancestral rights and further criminalised upon demanding their 
rights.  
The Constitution makers adopted specific measures to protect the rights of STs. Article 46 of the 
Constitution provides that the State shall promote with special care, It shall protect them from social 
injustice and all forms of exploitation.  
 
Similarly, Articles 15 and 16 empowered the Government for making special provisions for the 
Scheduled Tribes.  
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In addition to the constitutional provisions, the Parliament has passed the Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 to prevent the commission of offences or 
atrocities against the members of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.  
The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 
recognises and vests forest rights and occupation on forest land to Scheduled Tribes'. 
For the purpose of protecting these rights, the makers of the Constitution created the National 
Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) which is duty-bound to act as a watchdog and think tank for 
the STs.  
 
NCST is a constitutional body established under Article 338A of the Constitution of India. Its 
organisational structure comprises a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and three Members, appointed by 
the President of India.  
A tribal person is usually not self-centred or individualistic one, he/she is generally altruist. The tribal 
people accord priority to the community before pursuing individual gains. The community is the 
repository of knowledge and resources. Their vulnerability is the result of the apathy of other 
communities towards them. 
 
The issues of tribal communities in India are unique in nature, owing to their distinct cultural pattern 
and value systems across different regions. Wherever they live, they have been following a 
developmental approach ensuring ecological balance along with economic development, which is 
termed as Sustainable Development in the modern world. 
 
• To investigate and monitor all matters relating to the safeguards provided for the Scheduled Tribes. 

• to inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and safeguards of the 

Scheduled Tribes. 

• To participate and advise on the planning process of socio-economic development. 

 
NCST has identified ten areas for policy implementation and investigation, which raise primary concerns 
related to the tribal communities, such as forest rights (CFR & PESA), R&R, mining related issues (DMF & 
MMDRR). financial issues and implementation of development schemes, atrocities. grievances, 
inclusion and exclusion, health and nutrition, education, legal and constitutional issues, Scheduled 
Tribes Component in welfare schemes. Within these ten areas, the Commission performs grievance 
redressal and planning.  
 
It derives its power for grievance redressal from 5(a) and (b) of Article 338A whereas 5(c) and (e) 
mandate participation in the planning process. 
 

Grievance Redressal 

 
• NCST as a constitutional body, has played a key role in the advancement and in securing the rights 

of STS in India. It receives a number of representations from individuals, civil societies, and non-

governmental organisations regarding injustice being meted out to persons belonging to STs.  

• As soon as the matters get the attention of the Commission, every effort is made for providing 

justice to persons belonging to the STs.  

• On such occasions, tribal communities get opportunities for redressal of their grievances in their 

respective places. NCST has also launched an e-portal www.ncstgrams.gov.in for the public to 

register their complaints. 
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Planning 

 
• Studies conducted by anthropologists have brought to light the changes that have taken place 

among the tribal communities in the backdrop of the processes of acculturation, modernisation and 

globalisation.  

• Their studies reveal that the basic principles of life and culture of the tribal communities in India, 

broadly center around the values, such as: 

 

1. Identification with nature; their inseparability with nature in body, mind and spirit.  

2. Coexistence, amity and empathy with other living beings.  

3. Collective living or collective subsistence and the principle of 'sharing'- sharing the food, land and 

forest resources, sharing the seeds, labour  

4. Non-accumulation of personal property or wealth or in other words, sustainable and simple living.  

5. Restraint and resolving disputes by withdrawal. The tribal people never encroach; rather they 

generally withdraw, and avoid conflicts. 

 

1.2 The North Eastern Milieu 
 
Around 12 per cent of the total tribal population in India lives in the North Eastern States. But unlike 
central Indian States, where the tribal population is a minority, tribal communities constitute more than 
eighty per cent of the State population in Mizoram, Meghalaya and Nagaland. Indeed, NER (North 
Eastern Region) distinguishes itself in being home to at least 133 Scheduled Tribe groups, out of a total 
659 such distinct groups presently identified in India.  
 

Ecology and Inhabitants 

 
• NER has remained a backward and less-developed region of the Indian subcontinent though it 

covers 7.9 percent geographical area of the country. The region with magnificent hills, deep gorges, 

wandering rivers and rivulets, undulating land, fertile valleys and varied flora & fauna presents a 

splendid landscape,  

• The region consists of hills as well as plains. Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, 

and Sikkim could be described as hilly, whereas Assam is largely a plain.  

• Agriculture being the main occupation and source of livelihood for the farmers, had been and used 

to be, induced for mono-cropping due to the colonial policy of plunders through encouragement of 

only plantation crops, the natural factor of high intensity of the rainfall and the socio-economic 

structures of tribal kinship, in this wet, humid and hilly terrain. 

• The monsoon paddy has been the dominant field crop. The forest products have been the source of 

food and fuel. Two distinct types of agricultural practice in NER may be observed (i) settled 

agriculture in the plains, valleys and gentler slopes and (ii) slash and burn cultivation (called jhum 

cultivation) elsewhere.  

 

Culture and Tradition 

 
NER is often described as the cultural mosaic of India being a receptacle of diverse tribal communities. 

linguistic, and ethnic identities. On the basis of one or the other factor like socio-cultural similarity, 
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linguistic affinity, ethnic affiliation and common territory, these tribal communities may conveniently be 

put under certain groups like the Boro, the Khasi, the Naga, the Lushei Kuki, the Arunachali and others.  

 

Each society has its own cultural tradition, social system, set of values, custom and different colourful 

modes of festivities which are mostly related to agriculture. Few of them may be mentioned as  

 

• Moh-Mol (Tangsa), Mopin & Solung (Adi), Oriah (Wancho), Nyokum (Nyishi), Reh (Mishmi), Lossar 

(Monpa), Boori-Boot (Hill Miris) in Arunachal Pradesh;  

• Magh Bihu, Bohag Bihu, Ali-Ai-Ligang (Mishing), Baikho (Rabha) and Baishagu (Dimasa) and others in 

Assam,  

• Moatsu (Ao), Ngada (Rengma), Monyu (Phom), Naknyulum (Chang), Sekrenyi (Angami) and 

Suhkruhnye (Chakhensang) in Nagaland;  

• Lai Haraoba dance, Thabal Chongba dance and Raslila and others in Manipur,  

• Chapchar Kut, Mim Kut and Cheraw (the Bamboo Dance) in Mizoram;  

• Kharchi Puja, Garia Puja, Ker Puja and others in Tripura and  

• Wangala Festival (Garo), Shad Suk Mynsieum (Khasi) and Behdienkhlam (Jaintia), apart from others 

in Meghalaya. 

 

In the socio-political life of tribal communities, monarchy and democracy coexist in principle. The 

members of the tribes are united by kinship and marriage, thus it becomes difficult to differentiate 

between the political and domestic matters. 

Lineage segmentation is the chief principle of the political structure of the tribal communities. Tribal 

communities everywhere have been known for far more egalitarian gender relations in their societies 

compared to their non-tribal counterparts. The situation in NER is broadly in harmony with this larger 

picture. 

 

Recent Changes 

 
• They are being exposed to a changing environment of varied nature. Accordingly, they take 

measures to adapt themselves to the new, changed situation, which is very much evident from their 

eagerness to the new global order.  

• Globalisation has serious implications on the culture of the tribal communities. It imposes a 

homogeneous consumerist culture and value system on each society.  

• The law of dynamics is universally applied to every society and tribal society is no exception. Thus, 

the tribal communities' exposure to the forces of change, both indigenous and exogenous, has 

serious implications on the lifestyle and culture of the tribal communities consequently. 

• Though agriculture, shifting cultivation particular, continues to be a prominent means of livelihood 

for many, their means of livelihood tends to change from subsistence agricultural income towards 

diversified modern market-oriented employment and economy.  

• Modern education plays a vital role in changing the means of livelihood. This change is associated 

with an increase of per capita income and educational level systematically. 
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Tribals in Gujarat 
 
As per the 2011 Census, the total population in the State was 604.39 lakh of which the tribal population, 
accounting for 14.76% of the total population, was 89.17 lakh. Since 2001. The literacy rate has 
improved for the tribal communities.  
 
There are 26 Scheduled Tribe groups in the State. The major tribal communities are Bhil, Garasia and 
Dholi Bhils; Talavia, Halpati, Dhodia; Rathwa; Naikda or Nayaka and Gamit, Gamata. 
 
• Gamit: Gamit or Mavchi live in South Gujarat. According to the 2011 Census, the population is 

4.24% (3,78,445), in which 1,87,673 males and 1,90,772 females live in 85,331 families. Gamit is 

believed to be a sub-caste of the original Bhil. The Bhils who settled in the village, in one place are 

considered to be called Gamit. 

• Halpati: Halpati tribes live in Surat, Tapi, Navsari, Valsad, and Bharuch districts of South Gujarat. 

According to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 7.21%, which is 6,43,120. A total of 

1,48,512 families are divided into a twenty sub-castes.  

• Rathwa: It is mentioned in the Mumbai Gazetteer that the Rathwas came from Alirajpur near 

Madhya Pradesh. According to the 2011Census, their population is 7.2% (6,42,348). Of these, 

3,25,550 are males and 3,16,798 are females, who live in 1,14,073 families. Their occupations 

include farming. animal husbandry, poultry farming, forestry and labour 

• Dhodia: This tribe is found in Dang, Navsari, Surat, Valsad, Tapi districts of South Gujarat. According 

to the 2011 Census, the total population is 7.13% (6,35,695). In Bhili dialect, the roof is called Dhuda 

and its inhabitants are known as Dhundia or 'Dhodia' or Dhodi. They work for a living on farms, 

fishing, and collecting secondary forest products.  

• Nayak-Naikda: According to the 2011 Census, this tribe has a population of 5.16% (4,59,908), in 

which 2,32,965 men and 2.26,943 women live in 87,297 families. They are mostly found in 

Panchmahal, Dahod, Kheda, Sabarkantha, Mahisagar, Navsari, Valsad, Surat, Tapi districts. 

• Bhil: The word Bhil comes from the Dravidian word Billu which means bow to shoot arrows. The 

Bhils have been carrying arrows with them since ancient times, due to which they are believed to be 

known as Bhils. According to the 2011 Census, the population of this community is 48.28% 

(42,15,603) which is inhabited in 7,58,046 families. There are 21,33,216 males and 20,82,387 

females.  

• Kokna/Kukna: They came from the Konkan region of India. According to the 2011 Census, the 

population of this tribe is 4.05% (3,78,445), living in 72.090 families. They mainly live in the districts 

of Surat, Navsari, Valsad, Tapi and Dang districts. Their houses consist of cone-shaped roofs made of 

manure and silt, wooden and palm leaves, and work in agriculture, farm labour, animal husbandry, 

fishing, marpa farming 

• Warli: Warli comes from the word 'waral' which means a small piece of land. Warli is a community 

cultivating small plots of land. According to some, this group is considered to be a sub-caste of Bhil. 

Four sub-castes are found in the region Shudra, Mude, Davar and Nihir along with twenty four clans. 

Warli painting is made on the walls of dung marti with soaked rice water, using acacia and bamboo 

sticks. These paintings portray socio-cultural beliefs and style of work as the subject matter. 

• Chaudhri: Chaudhri community living in the districts of South Gujarat considers itself to be of the 

Rajput descent. According to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 3.40% (3,02,958) in 

which 1,50,446 males and 1,52,512 females live in 68,639 families. 
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• Patelia: After the fall of Patai Rawal in Pavagadh, those Rajputs and Kshatriyas who settled in 

different forest areas of Dahod, Limkheda, Santrampur, etc., were known as Patelia. They became 

leaders of the village and were managing village affairs, thus becoming "Patel" of a village. The 

'Patel' in long run was converted into 'Patelia. The whole tribe is now known as 'Patelia. According 

to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 1.28% (1,14,414), in which 58,290 males and 

56,124 females live in 21,378 families, 

• Pomla: Based on the Census of Baroda, it can be said that this tribe might have migrated from 

Madras (Tamil Nadu) to this place about 200 years ago. Their language has Telugu accent. According 

to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 0.07% (687), in which 358 males and 329 females 

live in 134 families. 

• Parghi: These tribes mainly live in Surat, Valsad, Bharuch, Panchmahal, Vadodara, Sabarkantha, 

Dang, Kheda, Gandhinagar, Bhavnagar. Amreli, Junagadh, Jamnagar, Kutch, Rajkot, Surendranagar 

and Banaskantha districts. According to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 0.04% 

(3,450), in which 1,831 males and 1,619 females live in 779 families. 

• Rabari: According to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 0.62% (59,995), in which 30,804 

males and 29,191 females live in 9,927 families. 

• Gond: Gond people speak Gondi dialects which are derived from a mix of Tamil, Kannada and 

Telugu. It could therefore be presumed that they might have come from South India to Madhya 

Pradesh. A Gond dynasty is said to have ruled for several centuries in Chandama. There, they could 

have developed contacts with Telugu people and acquired "Gond' name. With this name and 

identity. it is speculated that they migrated towards cast. In Gujarat, they are mainly settled in the 

districts of Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara and Panchmahal. According to the 2011 Census, the 

population this tribe has is 0.03% in which 1,593 males and 1,372 females lived in 670 families. 

 

Primitive Tribes 
 

There are total 5 PVTGS (Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups) in Gujarat: 
 
• Siddi: The African tribe of Anglo-Indian descent who migrated and settled in urban and rural areas 

of other Indian States are Siddis. They are included in the primitive group. As the 2011 Census 

states, the population this tribe is 0.10% (8661), in which 4,273 males and 4,388 females live in 

1,726 families. They are popularly known for their Dhamal Dance, 

• Padhar: In Gujarat, Padhar Primitive Tribal Group is found in Ahmedabad and Surendranagar 

districts. According to the 2011 Census, the population is 0.35% (30,932) in which 15,911 males and 

15,021 females live in 5,566 families. They live in houses made of clay, grass, and wood known as 

kuba. 

• Kotwalia: This tribe is found in the Jagal area of Surat, Navsari, Narmada, Bharuch, Valsad and Putra 

districts. According to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 0.27% (24,249), in which 

12,155 males and 12,094 females live in 5,674 families. Since bamboo a traditional occupation, it is 

considered as kalpavriksha 

• Kathodi: Kathodi are also known as Katkari. This name has been derived from their occupation of 

preparing Catechu. There are two sub-tribes- Son Kathodi and Dhor Kathodi or Son Katkari and Dhor 

Katkari. Son Kathodi do not consume beef unlike the Dhor Kathodi. Considering their dialects, 

appearance and other customs, they are considered to be a sub-tribe of Bhils. However, Kathodis 
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believe themselves to be heirs of the deity Hanuman. the population of this tribe is 0.15% (13,632), 

in which 6,787 males and 6,845 females live in 2,981 families. 

• Kolgha: The Kolgha is a primitive tribe living in Valsad, Bharuch, Dang, Vadodara, Navsari districts of 

South Gujarat. They are originally from Maharashtra, also known as Koli Dhor, Tokre Koli, Kolcha. 

According to the 2011 Census, the population of this tribe is 0.75% (67,119), in which 34,009 males 

and 33,110 females live in 14,222 families. 

 

Tribal Culture 

 
• Art-Pithora and Warli Paintings: The Rathwa tribes of Central Gujarat have their bamboo walls 

plastered with clay and the local deity Pithoradev is painted on the wall to celebrate a joyous 

occasion. It is the most colourful wall decoration found amongst tribals today. 

• Paintings of Warlis of South Gujarat are ritual decorations during weddings. The village women 

draw patterns on the walls of the bride's house with rice-powder after clay-plastering.  

 

Rich Heritage of Gonds 
 
• There are many sub-tribes under the Gonds, but they share common ethnic origins. Various 

theories have been advanced to account for the origin of the Gonds as a race. However, 

Haimendorf was of the opinion that the name "Gond' was given to them by other communities. 

They do not call themselves by that name, instead, they call themselves 'Koi' or 'Koithur' (plu. 

Koitur).  

 

Family 

 
• The family is a unilateral social group consisting mainly of parents and their children, both male and 

female. Only unmarried daughters are regarded as members of the family. They form a part of their 

husbands' family post-marriage. The Gond family is patrilineal and patrilocal. 

 

Pari (Clan) 

 
• The social group wider than next to the family in the social structure of the Gond community is the 

clan. The Gonds use the term 'pari' to express their group. The clan being patrilineal- a man passes 

on his clan name to his children. It is only the male who automatically takes the patronymic on 

birth, preserves it till death and it is carried forward by his children. 

 

Sub-Castes 

 
• There are numerous sub-castes known by different names among the Gonds. The Pardhans, Ojhas, 

Nagarchis, Dholis and others consist of individuals born in a particular sub-caste. The Raj Gonds, 

Khatola Gonds, Madia Gonds, Dhur Gonds, Dadve Gonds, Mokashi Gonds, Gaita Gonds, Koyas, etc., 

are all integral in the composed compound community, the Gond. They seem separate but are set 

out from one and the same social source of Gonds from the ancient past.  
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Kinship 

 
• The order of kinship determined the social relation of an individual to another, and an individual to 

group members, which regulated their mutual rights and duties. The system. of kinship however, 

did not change as rapidly as the type of family and the form of marriage. 

 

Status of Women 
 
• In a customary Gond society, most of the domestic work is centered around a woman. She looks 

after the children, rears livestock, cooks food for the family, etc. In all the major conflicts within the 

family, the husband consults his wife and often honours her opinions. A woman is excluded from 

certain ritual observances. However, with the changing times, there have been some changes in 

their status in the Gond society. 

 

Marriage 
 
• There existed various types of marriages in the traditional Gond society. Among the Gonds, 

marriage is forbidden between blood relatives. Marriages among the children of maternal uncles 

and paternal aunts are favoured. Apart from the wishes of the boy and girl, receiving the consent of 

the father and mother is paramount. The Raj Gonds, the ruling Gonds, or are married according to 

Hindu customs, while in the common Gonds, the marriage ceremonies are conducted by doshi, or 

Baiga. Widow marriage is allowed in the Gond society. Many of these practices are still prevalent 

even today. 

 

Religious Life 
 
• In a Gond society, religious beliefs are important. Some of the important components that form the 

basis of the Gond religious belief system are: myths, spirits, belief in life after death, ancestor 

worship, sacrifice, sacred plants and trees, animals and birds. However, this belief system has 

undergone a change as a result of the influence of external religions. The Gonds are firm believers in 

omens and myths. In important decisions, they pay attention to inauspicious omens and delay the 

execution of a plan for a more auspicious time. The diviner is called by different names among 

different sub-groups of Gonds. He is called Pujar, Bhagat, Baiga, Gunia, or Panda, etc. 

 

Festivals 
 
• There are several religious festivals of the Gonds such as Akhari, Jiwati, Pola, Diwali Nawo tindana, 

Dussera, and Phag or Shimga. Many of these are connected with agricultural season. The Gond 

festivals are collective rituals. They are celebrated with great zeal and enthusiasm. 

 

Death 
 
• The Gonds have their own concept of death. Death is a natural phenomenon with supernatural 

implications, and the animistic religion of the Gonds gradually found both diseases and death to be 

under the influence of powerful spirits. The funeral rites are part of the metaphysical significance 

that the death occupies an important occurrence in the birth-life death cycle. Initially, burial was 
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only practised by the Gonds, however the ruling classes had started cremation and since then both 

burial and cremation are being practised.  

 

Food 
 
• The food habits of the ordinary ( Gond is somewhat uniform. The technique of cooking a meal 

includes frying, boiling, baking and roasting. Their staple food is the gruel of millet and rice, boiled in 

water. Another common dish is the broth or juice of millet. Sometimes, dried flowers of 'mahuwa' 

are mixed into the gruel. More than 18 dishes are prepared out of mahuwa. The preparation of 

cakes of millet flour and wheat is very popular. They are generally meat eaters but avoid totem 

animals. 

 

Liquor 
 
• Gonds are very fond of liquor. They generally prefer liquor distilled from mahuwa flowers. It is not 

only a welcome stimulant, but also an important part of their religious and social ritual.  

 

Dresses and Ornaments 
 
• The women love jewellery. The ornaments are not only meant for asthetic purpose but they are 

also believed to be protective. They also tattooed their bodies. Tattoos are seen as true jewellery 

that remained with the women even after they died and are said to please the Gods. However, 

introduction of the modernity has changed the dressing habits of the Gonds. 

 

Songs & Dances 

 
• The main dances are Karma, Ri-na, Ri-lo, Re-la, Sela Danda (stick), Mandari, Hulki, and Suwa, etc. 

these songs and dances are accompanied by various musical instruments like drums, kikir, flute, 

cymbals and others. It is through the songs and dances, the Gonds sought to satisfy their inner urge 

for revealing their soul. The dance movements are very fast in many forms which keep them 

physically fit. Even the rythm played on instruments is of high note which regulates their activities in 

a faster motion.  

 

Art & Craft 

 
• They are masters in the art of personal decoration. Thus, those are of the values in Gond culture, 

which are worth preserving. The geometric and symbolic designs carved on wall and door, on comb 

and tobacco-case are thousands of years old, going back to the ancient civilisation of the Indus 

Valley. 

 

Gotul 
 
• The traditional Gotul institutions of the Gonds used to inculcate a sense of discipline and co-

operative endeavour among its members.  

• It was not just a club for meeting boys and girls at night, as it was depicted by some scholars. It was 

the centre of learning and had a religious affiliation to it.  
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• When there were no educational institutions, the Gotul used to be an educational and cultural 

centre. It inculcated integrity and uniqueness among all the members of the Gotul.  

• The members used to share stories, local idioms, wisdom sayings, paheli, talks on ecology and 

forestry, medicines and herbals, hunting and fishing. They also used to play various games. Thus, 

they were mentally tough and physically fit. However, with time, the Gotul system had lost its 

originality. 

 

Gondi Language 

 
• The language spoken by the Gonds in their daily life, Gondi, a pre-Dravidian language as purported 

by linguists such as Caldwell, Joule Blonch and Grierson. The intergroup communication of Gonds is 

purely in their own mother tongue. But when they communicate with outsiders, they use a mixed 

type of colloquial Hindi, called Chhattisgarhi. 

 

Indigenous Culture 

 
• The cultures and diversity of indigenous people in India are fascinating. Roughly 104 million people, 

which is 8.6 per cent of the national population, live in such communities, Although there are 705 

officially recognised ethnic groups, the actual number of indigenous communities is much larger.  

• With distinct social and cultural traditions that are rooted in their collective ties and ownership of 

the land through generations, the dependence of these communities on nature is inextricably linked 

to their identities, cultures, livelihoods, as well as their physical and spiritual well-being.  

• Their intimate knowledge of the local flora and fauna, seeds, medicines, agriculture, fishing, 

architecture, textile, food, etc., provides the basis for a truly sustainable path of development. A 

World Bank Report on indigenous peoples) states that, "While Indigenous Peoples own, occupy, or 

use a quarter of the world's surface area, they safeguard 80 per cent of the world's remaining 

biodiversity. They hold vital ancestral knowledge and expertise on how to adapt, mitigate, and 

reduce climate and disaster risks. 

 

The Adis of Arunachal Pradesh 

 
• The Adis constitute one of the numerous indigenous communities of Arunachal  

• the districts of Siang, East Siang, Upper Siang, West Siang, Lower Dibang Valley, Lohit, Shi Yomi, and 

Namsai. The literal meaning of Adi is 'hill' or 'mountain top'. Adis speak the Sino-Tibetan language. 

• They are traditionally nature worshippers and follow the faith of Donyi-Polo. All their resources 

come from the forests which they also protect as their life source. One of the well-known age-old 

skills is their house-making expertise, and they take just one or two days to build a house, 

depending on its size and the number of persons involved in the construction. 

• Adis live in typical raised houses which are usually rectangular and are built on stilts. One can 

identify an Adi house by its tall overhanging double roof covering the upper front portion of the 

house. Majority of the Adi men-folk are good craftsmen, and have a unique way of building houses 

using different types of plant materials. These traditional houses are constructed with different 

types of bamboos, woods, canes, leaves, etc., and no nails are used in their construction.  

• The season for collecting each building material varies between a few weeks to one and half years 

and requires pre-processing to ease construction. These are also collected based on the phase of 
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the moon. Materials collected just before the new moon are free from insects, and last long, 

whereas those that are collected at other times are said to be vulnerable to termites and insects. A 

traditional Adi house has no windows, instead there are two doors, one at the front and another at 

the back.  

• The entire inner space of the house is without any partition. However, the space is divided into 

several units, each having specific names and utilities. Once a house is complete, the Adis celebrate 

it with their traditional rice beer. 

 

The Tangsas of Arunachal Pradesh 
 
• The Tangsa community inhabit the Changlang district of eastern Arunachal Pradesh, located in the 

lap of Patkai hills. The gorgeous Noa-Dihing river cuts through the pristine forests, providing life to 

the local settlers. 

• They have skills in natural food processing and preservation, one of the most fascinating practices 

that they actively continue till date is that of indigenous bamboo tea-making. The Tangsas, along 

with the Singphos, are believed to be the original tea-makers in India, much before the British 

introduced it commercially 

• From a time actually unknown to them, Tangsas are processing tea leaves following their traditional 

methodology which provides for natural preservation of the roasted dry tea for many years. The 

process starts with plucking of tea leaves from their village gardens, drying in fire, roasting inside 

fresh bamboo tubes, and finally producing a solidified form. For making the drink, they cut open the 

thin layer of bamboo tissue around the solid dry tea, and cut small pieces that are used to brew the 

tea.  

• Traditionally, the brewing was also done in bamboo tubes but nowadays, kettles are also used. They 

drink this tea daily as it is supposed to have medicinal values. Bamboo is not only used for 

traditional tea-making but has an overarching utility in the Tangsa lifestyle 100. The staple diet of 

Tangsas and their traditional cuisine consisting of rice, meat, and fish are all cooked in bamboo 

tubes directly placed on fire.  

 

The Kalbelias of Rajasthan 

 
• Kalbelia is a unique community of traditional snake-charmers by profession. They belong to the 

family of Navnaths, a nomadic community from the Yogi sect. Locally, they are also referred to as 

'ghoomantar', meaning the ones who wander. 

• The knowledge of their cultural forms and practices are completely oral and are passed down 

through generations. In the local language, Kal means 'snake' and Belia means 'friendship'. Since the 

enactment of the Wildlife Act of 1972 and subsequent ban on snake-handling, the Kalbelias have 

lost their traditional profession and pursued their performing art for their livelihoods.  

• The striking features of their gorgeous costumes with swirling movements of the dancers and 

snake-like movements make Kalbelia one of the most stunning folk dance forms. Kalbelia dancers 

are known worldwide for their exuberant and energetic dance. The men play music, their main 

instrument being the wind instrument called Pungi or Been that is accompanied by percussion 

instruments. 

• There is a considerably large body of research and films on Kalbelias of Rajasthan and their ancestry. 

It is believed that their ancestral ties date back to the Romas who had migrated and settled down in 
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America and Europe decades back. Kalbelia is inscribed in the UNESCO 2003 Representative List of 

Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.  

 

The Rajbongshis of West Bengal 

 
• Rajbongshi is an indigenous community living in West Bengal, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Meghalaya and various North Eastern parts of India. They are one of the largest and ancient ethnic 

groups of North and South Dinajpur of West Bengal. Agriculture is the main pillar of their rural 

economy, owing to the rich and conducive natural conditions. They also have a rich heritage and 

culture which had been inherited from the ancient civilisation, including their own dialects, art 

forms, and way of living. The word 'Rajbongshi" literally means 'royal community', as they are 

believed to have hailed from the ancient Koch kingdom.  

• Rajbongshis have a diverse repertoire of indigenous art forms such as Bamboo and Dhokra crafts, 

performing arts like Gomira Dance (Mukha Nach) and the satirical folk drama, Khon. Traditionally, 

the community being animists, all these cultural forms relate to. nature and spirituality, sustainable 

practices based on natural resources, and knowledge of local biodiversity. 

• Gomira dance, locally known as Mukha Nach, is a form of ritualistic dance or musical folk theatre, 

practised by this community by putting on Gomira wooden masks. of different forms of deities. The 

performers believe that once they put on the mask, it comes alive and takes over the dancer's 

persona to reflect its own. Instruments include drums, dhak, shehnai and metal gong: costumes 

include colourful dresses in accordance to the character portrayed. These performances provide the 

communities with livelihood support, however, minimal.  

• The masks are also offered to the deities for wish fulfilment of the worshippers. The dance starts 

with a musical prelude followed by Vandana, or the evocation of the Goddess, followed by the main 

performance. In recent times, the youth in the region are taking a renewed interest in pursuing and 

promoting the tradition to keep it alive. 

• Dhokra or jute mat weaving is an indigenous tradition practised by the Rajbongshi women in the 

villages of Uttar and Dakshin Dinajpur districts. Weaving is done on home-based back strap looms. 

Jute, which grows locally, is hand processed and hand-woven to produce the natural fibre products, 

making the process as well as the products highly sustainable.  

• The Rajbongshi community also practises a satirical improvisational folk drama called Khon, which is 

believed to be a nearly 200 years old traditional art form. The word Khon in Rajbongshi, means 

'moment'. A performance combines dialogues, songs and dance. Khon songs are said to have 

evolved from Ramayana songs. The uniqueness of Khon is that there is usually no pre-written script. 

The art form has been integral to local festivals and rituals. 

 

Conclusion 

 
• When the world is struggling for solutions and success in reaching the Sustainable Development 

Goals by 2030, there are hundreds of indigeneous communities across the country which do not 

have any carbon footprint of their traditional ways of living.  

• These communities are mostly self-sufficient and live with their wisdom of nature and culture that 

need to be recognised and protected urgently, instead of homogenising with the dominant global 

culture. 
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1.3 Literature Defying the Raj 
 

• During colonial rule, the printing press and newspapers grew and the first India’s, rather the Asia's, 

a weekly newspaper, Hicky's Bengal Gazette, edited by James Augustus. Hicky, came out on 29 

January 1780.  

• Warren Hastings, the first Governor-General of India, appointed by the Company in 1773, crushed 

the Gazette within two years thereby ceasing its publication from 30 March 1782.  

• Lord Wellesley, the Governor-General enacted the first Censorship of Press Act in 1799.  

• Payam-e-Azadi (Message of Freedom), an Urdu paper under the editor Mirza Bedar Bakht, 

supported the first war of Indian Independence in 1857. It is believed that he was publicly hanged 

and the readers of this paper, from whose houses its issues were found, were also punished by the 

Company. Many papers in various Indian languages were banned or penalised during the 1857 war. 

• Post-1858, the Sedition Act 124-A was enacted and used to suppress the ideas of freedom fighters 

like Bal Gangadhar Tilak, who was sentenced to six years of imprisonment and his paper Kesari was 

subjected to prosecution.  

 

• Through provisions of these various Acts in States and at the Central level, books and other 

publications were banned and publishers were heavily fined and jailed.  

• Gerald N Barrier in his 1974 published research, Banned Controversial literature and Political control 

in British India-1907-1947, has given many details about these banned publications. 

• National Archives of India (NAI), New Delhi, and British Library, London, are the two biggest 

repositories of banned Indian literature as British colonial rulers used to send a copy of each banned 

publication to London, where these publications are preserved.  

• Out of these banned publications, the Publications Division of India, New Delhi, that publishes this 

journal, Yojana as well, published selected poetry first in 1987 and then in 1998. In 2021, on the 

occasion of celebrating 75 years of Indian freedom, these two publications have been reprinted and 

revised, added with artist sketches with each poem or song.  

• Many well-known poets and their poems such as Rabindranath Tagore, Iqbal, Makhanlal 

Chaturvedi, Subhadra Kumari Chauhan, and Ram Prasad Bismil are included in the collection.  

• Iqbal's poem, Sare Jahan Se Achha... is a part of these collections. Among well-known Hindi poets, 

Subhadra Kumari Chauhan's celebrated poem- 'Jhansi ki Rani' is presented as Azadi ki Devi. It 

narrates the bravery and valorous fight against the British rulers. It brings a pictorial scene of a fight 

on the battleground and how the queen of Jhansi laid down her life at the age of 23, but not before 

killing many British soldiers. Makhanlal Chaturvedi's Pushp Ki Abhilasha or 'The Desire of a Flower' is 

a small but touching poem espousing the cause of freedom.  

• Shyamlal Gupt Parshad's famous Thande ka Geet- 'The Song of the Flag' is included- Vishv Vijai 

Tiranga Pyara/Jhanda Ooncha Rahe Hamara.  

 

• Martyr Ashfaqullah Khan wrote poetry in Urdu, few words from his poems are included in this 

collection, expressing his innermost emotions Watan Hamara Rahe Shadkam aur Azad/ Hamara Kya 

Hai, Ham Rahe, Rahe na Rahen... Our country should be happy and free/ Does not matter, we live or 

not live… 

• Poet Jyoti Shankar (Master Noora) wrote in 1930- Bharat na Rah sakega Hargiz Ghulamkhana/Azad 

Hoga, Hoga Aata Hai weh Zamana, meaning India will not stay Slave It shall be free, that time is 

coming...  
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• Hindi poet Chakor's 1930 poem- Kisan depicts the agonising life of Indian peasants under British rule 

which was oppressing peasants by patronising Indian feudal lords, who were supporting the British 

colonial regime, 

• On Hindu-Muslim unity during the freedom struggle, poet Hamdam wrote a poem- Pyara Hindostan 

Hamara, a couplet which depicts the spirit of those days "Hindu Ho. Ya Musalman, Hindus or 

Muslims, tell the opponents that we are Indians (Hindis) and our country is India (Hindustan),  

 

1.4 Freedom Movement in Central India 
 

Even before 1857, the tribal people had revolted against the British in India time and again. The British 
had to struggle to establish their authority in the tribal areas. References to such revolts are not easily 
available.  

 

Tribal Uprisings before 1857 

 
• The Halba rebellion against the British (1774-1779) was marked by bloodshed and daring attacks. To 

capture Bastar, the British, with the help of the King of Jeypore and the younger brother of the King 

of Bastar, Dariyavdev Singh, formed a joint army and attacked Ajmer Singh, King of Bastar in 1774.  

• Ajmer Singh's army of Halba tribesmen conclusively defeated the British army. This war lasted until 

1779, but the British were not successful. Later, Dariyavdey Singh killed Ajmer Singh by deceit. In 

this genocide, an attempt was made to wipe out the entire tribe. It can be said that this was the first 

rebellion against the British in India, and King Ajmer Singh of Bastar was the first martyr  

• The fifth rebellion began in the Chota Nagpur region in December, 1831, when Kol tribesmen rose in 

revolt because of the discontent arising from the forcible occupation of tribal lands. This rebellion 

lasted till 1832, and then the British suppressed it by deploying a big army. It was followed by the 

sixth rebellion in 1833 when the British wanted to capture Bargarh. Under the leadership of Ajit 

Singh, ruler of Bargarh, the tribal people of Raigad fiercely opposed the British army. In this struggle, 

Ajit Singh was martyred 

• After that, the seventh rebellion took place in the Tarapur region in Bastar in 1842. Dalganjan Singh, 

brother of Bhupaldev, the ruler of Bastar, was the administrator of Tarapur. Dalganjan Singh refused 

to raise the annual tax in his area. It was considered an act of rebellion by the British, and an army 

was sent from Nagpur to suppress it. The tribal people faced the British army under the leadership 

of Dalganjan Singh who was defeated and imprisoned.  

• The new system for collection of rent, steps taken to change the traditional social, religious and 

political system, new rules implemented for forest management, and restrictions imposed on the 

production of liquor, all affected the unique tribal culture associated with their rights to water, 

forest and land. By resorting to these measures, the British also bruised the independent tribal 

consciousness. The tribals resorted to these revolts to protect their culture and autonomy. 

 

First Revolt of 1857 in Sonakhan  

 
• In 1857. Narayan Singh, The tribal landlord of Sonakhan of Raipur, revolted uniquely A drought 

occurred in his zamindari area. The paddy deposited with a moneylender was looted and 

distributed by Narayan Singh to save his people from starvation.  
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• The British took no administrative measures to save the public from drought. Still, on the complaint 

of the moneylender hoarding grain, self-respecting Narayan Singh was arrested and imprisoned in 

Raipur jail, and after reaching Sonakhan, he formed an army of tribal youth. The British sent a large 

army contingent to Sonakhan to arrest him. After fierce fighting. Narayan Singh was arrested and 

publicly hanged at Raipur on 10 December 1857. He was declared the first martyr of 1857 in 

Chhattisgarh by conferring the title of "Veer' in independent India. 

 

Bhumkal of Bastar 

 
• In 1910, there was a fierce people's uprising in Bastar itself. known in modern history as 'Bhumkal of 

Bastar. The Muria tribesmen of Bastar defeated the British state and took up an armed revolution to 

establish the Muria Raj. Led by Gundadhur, this rebellion was meticulously planned and it rattled 

the entire Bastar region. 

•  The flame of this rebellion, which started on 1 February 1910, continued to blaze for three months. 

Initially, Muria Raj was established in the whole of Bastar for some time, but Gundadhur's army 

could not sustain itself against the large army of British  

• The Northeast region of Chhattisgarh witnessed the Tana Bhagat movement, which started in 1916 

and lasted till 1918. In its initial phase, this movement was violent but later, the followers of this 

movement joined the non-violent, non-cooperation movement and became a part of mainstream 

freedom. Movement of India. 

 

Jungle Satyagraha 

 
• Another movement of Chhattisgarh- Jungle Satyagraha was launched in 1922 in a place named 

Nagari of Dhamtari district. It holds a unique place in the entire freedom struggle. The tribals had 

staged a 'satyagraha' against the authority, protesting over the low wages given by the forest 

department and the ban on carrying wood for use in cooking at home.  

• Later, the Forest Department brought changes in its functioning, and this movement was called off 

However, in August, 1930, Jungle Satyagraha started again at different places in Chhattisgarh. 

During one such satyagraha, thousands of people gathered at a place called Tamera, and when the 

authorities tried to control the crowd, a woman named Dayavati slapped the officer. The situation 

was saved from worsening by the authorities. Some people were arrested. At one place, the police 

opened fire in which a person died. This movement continued till March, 1931, and it ended with 

the comeback of the Civil Disobedience Movement in India. 

 

• The history of the freedom movement is not just a description of events or a mere counting of 

incidents. Neither is it about describing the character of its heroes. The freedom movement is an 

analysis of the currents and counter-currents that formed the structure of the agitating society at 

that time. The collective consciousness of the people to be free was being expressed in the form of 

struggle, and it is necessary to recognise that consciousness and its expression. The history of India's 

freedom movement is incomplete without recognising the tribal consciousness. 
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1.5 Freedom Songs from the Northeast 
 

• Folk songs of various genres spread the news far and wide, and freedom-loving and patriotic people 

began singing about their heroic deeds and sacrifice. A sizeable number of these songs and poems 

were lost in time due to non-documentation when people who had composed and sung them were 

alive  

• The British had started occupying the present-day North-east since the Treaty of Yandabo, signed 

with the Burmese invaders in 1826. Prior to that, the Burmese had invaded Assam and Manipur 

thrice, in 1817, 1819 and 1821, and occupied both which were then independent countries. The 

British, who had entered Assam with a promise of going back after flushing out the Burmese, 

however stayed on after discovering tea and petroleum. 

 

• Most of the communities on the other hand did not even have a script. Thus, for the majority of 

people across the hills and plains of the region, the spoken word or oral literature was the only 

mode of transmitting social messages. 

 

• While the first resistance movement in Assam (1828) was easily crushed and its leader Gomdhar 

Konwar was sent to a prison in Bengal where he died in custody, Piyoli Phukan and Jiuram Dulia 

Barua- leaders of the second resistance were hanged in 1830. Oral literature, folk songs of various 

genres however spread the news far and wide. 

 

• When Maniram Dewan, Assam's greatest hero of 1857, was hanged in February, 1858, the effect of 

folk songs and ballads was so strong that people continued to sing them, making them inseparable 

from the freedom movement which grew intense with every passing year. One bihu song described 

Maniram as equally dear to the Assamese as is bihu. 

• Likewise, Phulaguri Dhewa' (October, 1861; dhewa in local parlance is a battle or war)- India's first 

peasants' uprising against the British regime which took place in Nagaon district of central Assam, 

inspired local villagers to compose oral songs. These songs described the protest which culminated 

in the death of several peasants in a police firing as several others were transported to the 

Andamans.  

• The Patharughat massacre (28 January 1894) in Darrang district, in which anywhere between 36 and 

140 peasants and other persons were believed to have been killed in police firing, leading to the 

composition of several folk songs as well.  

• While the incident is remembered as ``Patharughatar Ran", the ballad is called 'Doli Puran' because 

doli means lumps of dry mud which the unarmed peasants had hurled at the police who charged 

them with fixed bayonets.  

• The earliest recorded song is from 1916, when Ambikagiri Raichoudhury (Assam Kesari) composed a 

song, sung as the opening chorus, at the annual conference of Assam Association in Guwahati. 

Assam Association was the first political platform of the province which became the provincial 

Congress in 1921.  

• In 1921, when Mahatma Gandhi made his first visit to Assam, Raichoudhury and Karmavir Nabin 

Chandra Bordoloi spent a session with him to explain in detail how a number of songs composed by 

the two were spreading the message of freedom and non-violence in the province for several years, 
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• The 1920s to 1940s was the period when a large number of songs and poems were composed in 

Assam as part of the freedom movement. With Raichoudhury pioneering this particular movement 

of using songs and poems to add Karmavir momentum to the movement.  

• Jyoti Prasad was a poet, lyricist, singer, musician, playwright and pioneer Assamese filmmaker, said 

to be the father of modern Assamese culture. He was a firebrand leader of the freedom movement 

who also held charge of the Congress volunteer force during the crucial Quit India Movement. A 

prolific poet and lyricist, Jyoti Prasad had composed around 400 poems and lyrics, of which at least 

40 were directly related to the freedom movement.  

• Another mention which must also be made is of Bishnu Prasad Rabha (1909-1969), another great 

cultural icon who is fondly referred to as Kalaguru, whose poems and lyrics too had an electrifying 

effect on the masses of Assam during the freedom struggle.  

 

• As far as other forms of literature are concerned, not much was obviously done in areas of fiction in 

Assam and Manipur. Regarding plays, one must however point at 'Labhita', an Assamese play 

written by Jyoti Prasad Agarwala (1943). It both reflected and affected the freedom movement. 

Woven around the story of a young village woman who sacrifices her life amid the complicated 

situation precipitated by the Second World War and the Quit India Movement which had 

simultaneously affected Assam as the War had reached the Naga Hills and Manipur, 'Labhita 

continues to be enacted even today. 

 

In Manipur, the most important popular piece of literary work that continues to instil a sense of 

patriotism among the people is 'Khongjom Parva', a traditional ballad originally composed (orally) by 

Leinou. He was a washer-man who happened to be a witness to the Battle of Khongjom, one of the most 

significant incidents of the Anglo-Manipuri War of 1891, in which several hundred brave Manipuris had 

laid down their lives. 

 

1.6 Kazi Nazrul Islam: A Youthful Rebellion 
 

The national freedom movement broadened into a socially sensitive movement involving protests not 

only against British rule, but also regarding oppression of the poor, subordination of women, and all 

kinds of inequalities and exploitations  

 

Embodying the Spirit of the Age 
 

• Kan Nazrul Islam (1899-1976) became a major icon of the national movement in Bengal. Born in a 

poor family in Churulia, a village located in district of Burdwan, South Bengal, Dukhu Mian aka 

Nazrul Islam, was still in school when the World War broke out. The adventurous boy left school to 

join the 49th Bengali battalion of the British Indian army and became a Havaldar there.  

• Quite a few of them believed that this was a patriotic venture because it would train subservient 

and unarmed people in the art of warfare, and that this training would prove vital for the success of 

the freedom movement.  

• In 1920, as his 49th battalion was disbanded, Nazrul returned to Bengal, boarded in a mess with his 

friend Muzaffar Ahmad, who was a budding communist and concentrated on writing. Two of them 

brought out the stridently anti-British daily Nabayug (launched by A K Fazlul Haq as the mouthpiece 
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of his Krishak Praja Party). Nazrul joined Gandhi's Non-Cooperation Movement with great 

enthusiasm.  

• While supporting Gandhi's non-violent satyagraha, Nazrul was actually building up the vocabulary of 

rebellious youth. His song 'Bhangar Gan' may be cited as an example.. Here, he called upon the 

young Siva to blow the bugle of destruction to accompany the breaking of the prison. This song was 

composed in January, 1922, i.e., towards the end of the Non Cooperation Movement. And in the 

same month, Nazrul's most famous poem 'Bidrohi (The Rebel) revolving around a young rebel, was 

also published. 

• This created the possibility of transcendence of the destructive rebellion of youth into a 

constructive programme beneficial for mankind. Besides, 'The Rebel expressed a ranging fancy for 

the timid glance of the secret fiancé. 

• After Non-Cooperation, Bengal politics searched for alternative paths. Nazrul clearly showed the 

way in this direction. His weekly, 'Dhumketu' (The Comet) that emerged and disappeared like the 

same within a very short period of time (August-October, 1922),  

• It announced the objective of complete independence and prescribed for this a means that was 

somewhat vague but surely militant.  

• Thus, it is no wonder that Nazrul became a major factor behind the revival of militant nationalism in 

Bengal during the 1920s. The f revolutionaries were hugely inspired e by his Dhumketu. The 

Jugantar Party even claimed it as its own organ This phase of militant nationalism climaxed in the 

Chittagong Armoury Raid (1930),  

• This was an invocation of Durga on the occasion of her annual autumnal worship, appealing to her 

to suppress Mahishasur, who evidently personified the British. 

• Nazrul was sentenced to a year of rigorous imprisonment on a charge of sedition for this poem 

(January, 1923). His hunger strike protesting against the jail authorities' mistreatment of political 

prisoners (April-May) led to widespread anxieties and sympathetic protests. 

•  Nazrul edited the organs of the Labour Swaraj Party, the first socialist formation in Bengal- Langal 

(The Plough) launched in December, 1925, which was renamed Ganabani in August, 1926. In both 

these journals, he wrote a number of poems not only protesting against the deprivation of the poor 

and hailing their awakening, but criticising the subordination of women, the hypocrisy and 

corruption of the priests of all-religions, and inequality and exploitation embedded in socio-religious 

and economic power structures.  

 

• All the verse-books of Nazrul from 'Agni Bina' (1922) to Proloyshikha (1930) and "Chandrabindu 

(1931) contained numerous poems in the spirit of defiance and were constantly subjected to 

surveillance by the government. Indeed, quite a few of his books were prescribed. 

• On the whole, the spirit of the age had two aspects to it-destructive and constructive. Along with 

impatience for all that were orthodox and restrictive, the spirit also involved an unbounded 

optimism, foregrounding the dream of a world free of injustice and inequalities and full of love and 

liberty. And Nazrul became the chief vehicle of this spirit through both his literary and political 

efforts. 
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Preaching Hindu-Muslim Unity 
 

• The Non-Cooperation Movement had seen an unprecedented camaraderie between Hindus and 

Muslims. This, however, was followed by growing separatism among both the communities, which 

became a major stumbling block to the freedom movement.  

• He was steeped in both Hindu and Muslim cultures since his childhood. Throughout his life, he 

made many Hindu friends and married a Hindu girl. He was above any kind of religious orthodoxy 

and criticised both Muslims and Hindus for their bigotry and superstitions.  

• He did try to create a composite literary language and a shared literary space accommodating both 

Bengali Hindu and Muslim sensibilities during a period when many were thinking in terms of two 

separate literary languages for Hindu and Muslim Bengalis.  

• His non-communitarian approach led to much controversy and antagonised many Hindus and 

Muslims. But at the same time it cannot be denied that generations of Bengalis, both Hindus and 

Muslims, have been inspired by his poems.  

 

Contemporary Writings by Women 
 

• Social reformers believed that if the public is to be educated, then only native languages can 

become its medium  

• The 'woman issue' was on the rise in the political scenario of this period of the nineteenth century, 

and both politics and gender were associated with each other at many levels. 

• By the late nineteenth century, Indian intellectuals were also concerned that women were not 

getting the education they needed. There was mutual disagreement on this spe as well For 

example, Taraknath Vishwas wrote in the preface of Bangry Mahila, There have been very few 

books which are worthy of women to read, or  which husbands can give their wives to read." 

Ramabai called upon American readers in Hindu Stree Ka Jeevan All of you who are reading this 

book, think about the women of my country and wake up, come forward to liberate them from 

lifelong slavery and demonic miseries. Won't you come? Friends and well-wishers. educated people 

and humanists. I request you all who are interested in this or have compassion for your fellow 

brethren Feel moved by the cry of Indian daughters. however weak it may be 

• The analysis of women's autobiography helps to bring to the fore her society, community, agony, 

trauma, experiences of gender difference, and psychosocial and language expressions In recent 

years, women's writing has become important for research and it is reconsidering  

• Around 1920, Muslim women of elite families turned to study English in India. This new era of 

education created a class of educated women. comprised of women like Muhammadi Begum, Nazar 

Sajjad Haider, and Abbasi Begum, who started writing and getting published in magazines.  

• The autobiography of Begum Sultan Jahan of Bhopal, published in three parts in Urdu and English, 

appears to clash with parallel and intersecting currents of colonial power, the rise of nationalist 

ideology. and socio-religious reform movements. She was the Sultan of Bhopal State between 1901-

1926. In comparison with western civilisation she established Islamic customs.  

• A resident of Barabanki, Uttar Pradesh, Anis wrote a memoir titled Azadi Ki Chhaon Mein (1949) in 

which she gives an eyewitness account of the riots during the India-Pakistan partition and the 

problems faced by refugees, Ghubar e-Karwan and Azadi Ki Chhaon Mein are a woman's journey to 

being established as a representative. She mentions several changes in the Indian political scenario 

during the partition of India. Anis has taken stock of the socio-political conditions before and after 
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the country's partition. It is the first notable attempt from a woman's point of view to look at India-

Pakistan in the years around independence.  

 

• The experiences of British colonial power are recorded in the autobiography of politically active 

Begum Qudsia Aizaz Rasool (b.1908) titled From Purdah to Parliament. Qudsia served as the Deputy 

President of the Council from 1937 to 1940. She was the first Indian Muslim woman to reach such a 

high position.  

• Women's autobiographies in the post-Independence period can be seen as their literary evidence. 

They depict how society views women and vice versa, and what do women think of the socio-

political changes around them? The role of social transformations and the desire for women's 

emancipation can be seen in the autobiographies of women who migrated to Pakistan. They appear 

to be trying to liberate themselves but also want to create their own identity in society.  

• A text that can mediate between the private and the public, as well as express self-experiences. 

These autobiographies can become documents for the colonial past and post-colonial present 

historiography. The partition of the country and displacement has matured them with experience, 

so now they create characters in their prose. 

 

1.7 Gandhian Influence 
 

• Mahatma Gandhi returned to India from South Africa in 1915 and founded Sabarmati Ashram in 

1917 and Gujarat Vidyapith in 1920. These two institutions have played a pivotal role to initiate the 

freedom struggle in Gujarat. Many great scholars and writers such as Umashankar Joshi, Sundaram, 

Pandit Sukhlalji, Muni Jinvijayji, and Kakasaheb Kalelkar, were associated with Gujarat Vidyapith and 

contributed immensely to the field of Gujarati literature. Moreover, Zaverchand Meghani, Krishnalal 

Shridharani, Ramanlal V. Desai, etc., have also echoed the spirit of freedom struggle in their literary 

works. 

 

• Umashankar Joshi, Kakasaheb Kalelkar, Sundaram. etc., have left their formal education and joined 

the freedom movement, and during this journey, they underwent imprisonment as well. At Visapur 

jail. Umashankar Joshi has written a one-act play collection Sapna bhara (The Stacks of Snake). In 

the poem, Ek Chusayela gotala ne joyi, the poet introduces his wish for becoming a tree of freedom.  

 

• The Sindhudo poetry collection by Zaverchand Meghani whom Gandhiji has acknowledged as 

'Rashtriya Shayar', was captured by the British Government. Sindhudo was one of the finest 

examples of Gujarati literature that expressed the sentiments upfront. He voices out blatantly: 

• The age-old sufferings of us 

•  Painful and disturbing miseries of us 

 

• Other than poetries, the essence of freedom struggle was also caught in novels and plays. One of 

the remarkable novels in this regard is Bharelo Agni (The Fire Within) by Ramanlal V Desai. The 

novel was written with the backdrop of the 1857 freedom movement, though the central character 

of the novel, Rudradatta was influenced by Gandhian thoughts.  
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• Another important novel is Padar na Tirath (Pilgrim places at the outskirts of the village) written by 

Jayanti Dalal. The novel revolves around a protest against the British government. Although it 

depicts violence, it also provides a subtle example of public agitation against the government.  

 

• The plays Zabak Jyot by Krishnalal Shridharani and Aaggadi (The Train) by C C Mehta portray the 

tyranny of British rule.  

• Mangal Pandey is a play by Jayant Khatri illustrating the 1857 Revolt. This is one of the noteworthy 

plays of Gujarati Literature depicting Mangal Pandey as a protagonist. The play revolves around 

strategies and plannings of the Revolt by Mangal Pandey, Nana Saheb Peshwa, and others against 

the British.  

• One of the tribal uprisings is known as Mangarh Vigrah during world war I. The play Mangadh has 

been written about this rebellion and has also been performed. 

• Many works of art have been written portraying Gandhiji, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, and other 

freedom fighters. The freedom spirit further bloomed in literature after Gandhi's arrival and 

comparatively reflected more in the writings of authors impacted by Gandhi." 

 

1.8 Counter-Terrorism Scenario in J&K  
 
• One of the most picturesque regions of India, the J&K UT, has been afflicted by the problem of 

cross-border terrorism, separatist violence and armed militancy for the last three decades.  

• Various internal and external dynamics have impacted it, like the driving role of Pakistan's Inter-

Services Intelligence (ISI), evolution of Kashmir's separatist politics, influence of pan-Islamic terrorist 

groups, and the emergence of social media.  

• Consequently, the militancy in J&K today represents a qualitatively different challenge to the 

security establishment than in 1989 when scores of Kashmiri youth crossed the Line of Control 

(LOC) to train in Pakistan-occupied J&K (POJK) and joined the ranks of terrorist outfits or 

organizations. 

• Today, the Indian security establishment firmly controls the situation in J&K. It has kept up the 

pressure on militants through kinetic operations and denied them support from their ecosystem.  

• It has achieved this by targeting the terrorist sympathizers, practicing humanitarian gestures and 

pro- actively countering anti-India propaganda. 

• Although there are some evolving and emerging challenges from the Counter-Terrorism (CT) 

perspective, security forces are confident of effectively tackling them.  

 

Current Terrorism Outlook for the Region 

 
• Terrorists primarily belong to the three terrorist groups Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammed 

(JeM) and Hizbul Mujahideen (HM). Some are part of the local affiliates of pan-Islamic groups such 

as Al-Qaeda's Ansar Ghazwat-ul-Hind, and Islamic State J&K.  

• South Kashmir remains the hotbed of militancy, with around 86 terrorists operating in the region. 

LeT and HM, and in particular, have better reach, network. and organization here. Therefore, this 

region is the hub of their activities.  

• While north Kashmir, which has traditionally served as the entry point for Pakistani militants from 

the LoC, has remained relatively peaceful.  
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Tackling Cross-Border Militant Infiltration  

 
• Pakistani security establishment actively supports them by bringing infiltrating terrorists right up to 

the LoC in army vehicles, monitoring the infiltration routes, giving covering fire while terrorists 

infiltrate. and supplying sophisticated communication equipment.  

• To counter this infiltration, security forces in the last one and half decades, have raised a highly-

effective three- tiered counter-infiltration grid. In this, the Indian Army forms the first tier on the 

LoC, followed by the second tier of paramilitaries such as the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), 

and the third one of the J&K Police (JKP).  

• In addition, the security forces have deployed Anti Infiltration Obstacle System (AIOS) fencing and 

strengthened surveillance through reconnaissance drones, night-vision equipment, and hand-held 

thermal imaging devices. 

 

Crackdown on Terrorist Groups and their Ecosystem 

 
• security forces have kept up the pressure on the terrorist groups in the hinterland through several 

Counter-Insurgency (CI) operations.  

• A crucial part of the security crackdown is the punitive action against the subversive elements of the 

ecosystem that support the terrorists. It includes not just the network of the Over Ground Workers 

(OGWS) and terrorist sympathizers but also the cadres of Jamaat-e-Islami (Jel). 

• In February 2019, the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) banned the Jel, terming it an "unlawful 

association. 

• In addition, security forces have targeted the OGWS who provide multiple services to the terrorists 

like recharging mobile phones, giving shelter and informing the terrorists about the security forces' 

movements. 

• Countering terrorist finances has been another focus area for the security establishment. For this, 

the National Investigation Agency (NIA) has launched several investigations into the cases of 

terrorist financing. 

• Significantly, it is not just the hard measures which have characterized security forces' CT response. 

They have also implemented several soft measures that the locals have appreciated. These include 

exercising maximum restraint, avoiding pellet guns and minimizing collateral damage during the CI 

operations and protest demonstrations. 

• A direct impact of these steps implemented by the security agencies is the improvement in the 

security situation in the valley. This has boosted the local tourism sector.  

 

Evolving and Emerging CT Challenges 

 
• Radicalisation and Terrorist Recruitment: A significant contributor to this local recruitment is the 

radicalisation of the local youth, which has emerged as the most critical security challenge. Several 

factors aid the radicalisation process, including peer pressure, victimhood feelings and self-

radicalisation enabled by the Salafi and Wahhabi propaganda. 

 

○ security forces have launched multiple initiatives to reverse the trend. For instance, the 
Indian Army's 'Sahi Raasta' initiative aims to bring the youth on the right track through 
national integration tours, sports training programmes and festivals, and skill development 
workshops.  
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• Hybrid terrorists and virtual terrorist outfits: terrorist masterminds have now changed their 

strategy to obfuscate their activities. To commit violence, they are now using terrorist sympathizers. 

Most of them have no criminal records and are therefore likely to escape police scrutiny.  

• Pakistan's information warfare : With Pakistan's material and financial support to anti-India 

terrorist groups like LeT and JeM coming under the global scanner, the ISI has sought to project 

Kashmir's militancy as 'indigenous resistance. In addition, it has sought to label India as a major 

human rights violator. This propaganda aims to draw attention to Kashmir and gain international 

sympathy.  

 

○ This information warfare campaign by Pakistan is a significant challenge because it exploits 
any minor incident to create a narrative of falsehood against India and the security forces.  

 

It is clear that despite a flux in the regional security environment and Pakistan's attempts to stir trouble, 

Kashmir's security situation has remained remarkably calm and stable. The security forces have 

decisively turned the tables against Pakistan-sponsored cross-border terrorism and its proxies.  

 

1.9 Sustainable Tourism  
 

• India is one of the most ecologically diversified nations, with landscapes that include majestic 

mountains, oceans, alluring deserts, and rich forests.  

• One such gem is the high-altitude desert of Ladakh, commonly referred to as the moon land; which 

is found in the northernmost-remotest location of India.  

• It is known for some of the most elegant and ancient monasteries located against a magical 

landscape of high-altitude mountains and cold desert plains.  

• Ladakh by virtue of its location and remoteness is an extremely ecologically sensitive location, which 

reaps profit from its tourism industry  

• To gear it up, the extreme climate change impacts are also putting lives here at great risk. The 

glaciers are melting more rapidly, and snowfall has decreased dramatically over the past two 

decades.  

• Rainfall has also become incredibly irregular Flash floods due to cloud bursts in the Leh-Ladakh 

region are also casting doubt on Ladakh's long-term sustainability.  

•  It has to be borne in mind that tourism should be sustainable in nature with minimized negative 

impact on the local ecology and population through regulated and monitored tourism. Through the 

promotion of tourism in Ladakh,  

• The aim is to create employment for the locals and promote Ladakh's culture and products to 

tourists from India and the rest of the world.  

• Jammu, Kashmir, and Ladakh are the three distinct regions. The potential for tourism from both 

domestic and foreign visitors is enormous in all the three regions. Its effects are apparent in the 

service sector industries such as transportation, hospitality, horticulture, handicrafts, and small-

scale manufacturing.  

• Kashmir is frequently referred to as "paradise on earth" and has long been a major tourist 

destination. Because of its abundance of natural beauty, it is also known as the "Switzerland of the 

East." Its snow-capped mountains, rivers, and freshwater lakes provide visitors with plenty of 

chances for hiking, rafting, skiing, and mountaineering.  
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• However, the unprecedented increase in tourism has led to "over-tourism" in this location, which 

has an immediate negative impact on natural resources, cultural legacy, and quality of life. This 

awareness has sparked an increase in discussion on sustainable tourism around the world.  

 

According to UNWTO, sustainable tourism should:  

 
• Make the best use of environmental resources, which are crucial to tourism development, while 

maintaining crucial ecological processes and aiding in the preservation of natural heritage and 

biodiversity; 

• Respect the socio-cultural authenticity of host communities, preserve their built and living cultural 

heritage and traditional values, and promote intercultural understanding and tolerance.  

• Ensure long-term economic viability, distributing socio- economic advantages to all stakeholders in 

a balanced way, including chances for permanent employment and income generation, social 

services for host communities, and aiding in the reduction of poverty.  

 

Challenges 

 
• Most visitors in these regions show little regard for the sensitive ecosystem and cultural sensitivities 

of the region. Each year, they generate tonnes of waste, endangering the environment and human 

health as well as ruining the beauty of the place.  

• Presently, the strategy should be the reduction in significant risk of pollution and environmental 

degradation, and develop tourism based on carrying capacity.  

• Ladakh's landscape is predominantly represented by pastures/grasslands that are home to ethnic 

communities relying on animal husbandry. Hence, these pasturelands reflect a complex of natural, 

social and cultural landscapes.  

• However, without a proper understanding of the delicate interlinkages of different landscape 

components, the rapid development of tourism may affect these unique grassland ecosystems of 

Ladakh. 

• J&K and Ladakh must strive hard to develop into an Eco Tourism hotspot because uncontrolled 

tourism contributes to the ecological imbalance brought on by climate change.  

• The replacement of conventional environmentally friendly and aesthetically pleasing architecture 

with inappropriate, resource-intensive, and hazardous constructions, poorly designed roads and 

other related infrastructure, inadequate solid waste management, increased air pollution, declining 

water sources, and the loss of biological diversity.  

• Focusing only on attracting more visitors cannot be the basis for sustainable tourism development, 

especially when the region's carrying capacity is constrained.  

• The focus of tourist development may be on the quality of the tourism and equity in tourism 

income across the various stakeholders, including the local communities, given the characteristics of 

uniqueness and sensitivity of the Ladakh region. 

 

Conclusion 

 
• The UT may take inspiration from Bhutan, which has pledged to "absorb more carbon than we 

release and to be a net sink for global greenhouse gasses," as well as other tourist hotspots.  
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• For example, limiting the number of visitors, constructing high- end eco-lodges that are 

environmentally friendly, and reducing illegal poaching of exotic wildlife might all be part of strict 

rules and guidelines for how development and tourism in these areas should proceed.  

• By making these balanced efforts towards sustainability, we can maintain the beauty of these 

places, by protecting the natural environment and ecology. 

 

1.10  Where Sky is not the Limit  
  

Satish Dhawan Centre for Space Sciences 

 
• To understand space science and its applications, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has 

set up many institutes in various parts of the country. J&K is one of the regions which has an 

advanced space research center namely Satish Dhawan Centre for Space Sciences (SDCSS) at the 

Central University of Jammu.  

• The Centre will help in tapping the potential of space applications for the region and provide an 

opportunity for the youth to contribute to the field of space science as well as to the nation.  

• The area of space applications is of particular interest to J&K and the larger Himalayan region as its 

economy and habitations are affected by vegetation cover, forest area, snow, landslides, 

avalanches, ground water, cloud cover, atmospheric conditions, etc., which can be easily monitored 

from space through remote sensing.  

• The remote sensing and GIS lab at the Centre is helpful to evaluate the status and forecasting of air 

pollutants, and particulate matter, identifying temperature inversions and their correlation with 

atmospheric stability, and mesoscale modeling of weather events of J&K using mesoscale 

atmospheric models and 3D-Var data assimilation techniques.  

• Considering the recurring natural calamities in the region, the requirement of strengthening 

ground-based observational capabilities of this region for weather and atmospheric research is also 

of utmost importance.   

• It will have ground-based observations for Atmospheric Studies, a research lab for astrophysics, 

Atmospheric Sensing, and Glacier Studies Lab for better use of the large quantity of water stored in 

the form of seasonal snow, ice, and glaciers in the rivers of North India. 

• SDCSS is the first-of-its-kind institute set up in Jammu and Kashmir. The Centre offers an enormous 

array of new ways to pursue education in the field of space science. The educated people of J&K 

with special needs supported by assistive technology will have opportunities. 

 

Hanle Space Observatory 

 
• The Astronomical Observatory (AO) located at Hanle near Leh in Ladakh is becoming one of the 

most promising observatory sites globally, according to a recent study. This is due to its advantages 

of more clear nights, light pollution, background aerosol concentration, and extremely dry 

atmospheric conditions. uninterrupted by rains.  

• Astronomers are constantly searching for ideal locations around the world to build their next big 

telescope based on local meteorological data collected over many years. Such studies are crucial in 

planning for future observatories and the prediction of how they will vary with time.  
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• Digpa-ratsa Ri, Hanle, was chosen as the prospective site for a National Observatory after a study of 

meteorological conditions over the Indian subcontinent, a study of topographic maps of high- 

altitude areas in the Himalayan and trans-Himalayan regions.  

• The permanent site survey camp was established at the edge of Nilamkhul Plain due north of Digpa-

ratsa Ri in December 1994.  

• The highest peak in Digpa-ratsa Ri is at an altitude of 4517 meters, and has been named Mount 

Saraswati The surrounding Nilamkhul Plain is at an altitude of 4240 meters above mean sea level 

(msl). The range measures 2 km east-west and 1 km north-south with the top providing about half 

square km of flat area.  

• The location of the 2-meter Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) is to the east of the peak at an 

altitude of 4500 meters above msl 

• After examining several years of data of various astro-climatological parametres, IIA installed the 2-

meter aperture Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) at IAO, Hanle, in 2000.  

• Thereafter, due to the uniqueness of this site, several astronomical telescopes operating at optical 

and infrared wavebands have been installed at Hanle by several institutes in the country 

 

1.11   Dogri Literature 
 

• Dogras are well known as warriors and for their miniature pahari paintings all over the world. 

Historical references show that the word 'Duggar' is derived from Durgar' and the most primitive 

mention of it is found in Chamba copper plates of 11th century AD.  

• It refers to the community inhabiting the region between the Ravi and rivers. It is believed that by 

the 19th century when British came to these parts, the entire mountainous and sub-mountainous 

region between Sutlej and Chenab rivers was called 'Duggar and its inhabitants Dogras.  

• The earliest mention of the mother tongue of Dogras, Dogri, is found in 1317 A.D. in an 

enumeration of Indian languages made by Amir Khusro. In this list, "Duggar Bhasha has been 

mentioned right after a reference to the language spoken in Delhi.  

• In folk literature, we find folk tales, songs, idioms, proverbs, riddles, ballads, Karaks, Bhakhs. Bars, 

etc., that make it quite rich and representative of Duggar life. 

• references to written literature during 16th and 17th-century historical sagas and Khandkavyas. 

Maharaja Ranbir Singh also got translations of Sanskrit books done to develop Dogri rose for 

common use.  

• Frederic Drew, a scholar and traveler who lived in the state from 1862 to 1872, gives account in his 

work of Maharaja's Royal Darbar in which all documents were in Dogri.  

• The early specimens of Dogri writing are to be found in rock and temple inscriptions, copper-plate 

inscriptions. rhapsodies in praise of kings and their genealogical tables, title deeds, samads, 

agreements, letters, etc.  

• Earlier this language was written using the Takri script. With the passage of time, this old script has 

almost vanished and Devanagn script was adopted by Dogri writers that gave a boost to the 

language to flourish. 

• Dogri poets played a revolutionary role. Soon, Dogri poets became the heartthrob of the masses 

and literary meetings were attended in huge numbers that inspired many to pen down their feelings 

in their mother tongue and eventually they emerged as celebrated writers. 
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• Theater plays have always played a significant role in not only spreading awareness of society but 

have been a part and parcel of literature also. It started with 'Bawa Jitto' that was staged at Tikkri in 

1948. Thereafter, the tremendous response from the public boosted the morale of the team and it 

became a regular feature. 

• Dogri literature cannot be discussed without the contributions of some towering personalities, and 

of them is a man widely known as 'Pitamaha of Dogri' and some remember him as 'Bharatendu 

Harishchandra of Dogri' also, Padma Shri awardee, Professor Ram Nath Shastri. He led the 

movement for winning gratitude and honor for his mother tongue Dogri.  

• After the abrogation of Article 370, Dogri became one of the five official languages along with 

English, Hindi, Urdu, and Kashmiri. 

 

2. Kurukshetra 
 

2.1 Equitable Water Resources Management 
 

• United Nations (UN) General Assembly resolution adopted in July 2010, explicitly recognises human 

rights. to water and sanitation and also calls upon international co-operation to help countries, 

developing countries, to provide safe, clean, accessible, and affordable drinking water and 

sanitation for all.   

• According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), a person requires a minimum of 50 litres of 

water per day to meet the most basic needs and the water source has to be within 1 km of the 

home with collection time not exceeding 30 minutes.  

• It is estimated that globally, 2.3 billion people live in water-stressed countries and about 2.0 billion 

people lack access to safe drinking water.  

• In India, analysis done by Central Ground Water Board on groundwater availability and utilisation 

reveals that annual extraction in 16 percent of the total assessed area is more than the annual 

recharge quantity and that in 4 percent of assessed area is 90-100 percent of annual recharge.  

• Blessed by nature every year on an average, India receives nearly 4000 billion cubic metres (BCM) of 

water through rainfall of which about 1999 BCM form available water in rivers, lakes, reservoirs, 

groundwater and glaciers.  

• However the distribution of this quantity is not uniform across the country, whereas some river 

basins are acutely drought prone, some other basins are frequently devastated by flood.  

• For example, Brahmaputra and Barak basins, the most flood prone basins, which have annual 

average water availability of 614 BCM drains its major share into Bay of Bengal. At the same time, 

basins like Cauvery and East Flowing Rivers (EFR) between Pennar and Kanyakumari are facing 

water deficiency 

 

• To address these spatial and temporal disparities, the available water should either be stored in 

reservoirs or be transferred from surplus basins to deficit ones. Taking up new and large storage 

projects often takes a long gestation period due to the time required to manage environmental 

aspects, resettlement and rehabilitation processes, investigation processes, and other issues arising 

in the implementation stages. Moreover, a significant quantity of the reservoir storage capacity is 

lost through siltation 
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• So, the most viable and practical option is to manage and utilise the available water resources 

efficiently and judiciously. Demand on water resources is predominantly divided among irrigation, 

domestic and industrial uses. Among these sectors about 91 percent of the water is consumed for 

irrigation purposes in India, while the figure is in between 30 -70 percent in many other countries. 

 

Agriculture Sector 

 
• Consumption of 91 percent of total available water for irrigation, only 68 million hectares out of the 

net sown area of about 140 million hectares are covered under irrigation and the rest is rainfed. Out 

of the total irrigated area of 68 million hectares, 31 million hectares is under rice and sugarcane, the 

top two water consuming crops, and 28 million hectares under wheat  

• Over consumption of water in agriculture sector is mainly due to the conveyance loss during 

distribution through canals, flood irrigation of farm fields, cultivation of crops without regard to the 

agro-climatic conditions (For example, dominance of high-water consumption crops even in arid 

zones), misconception among farmers that more water brings more yield, unplanned and untimed 

irrigation schedule, and poor quality of irrigation water. 

• This is where the need of adopting and promoting efficient irrigation methods like micro-irrigation 

becomes vital. A study conducted by the Department of Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers 

Welfare to assess the impact of micro-irrigation revealed that irrigation cost gets reduced by 20-50 

percent with average of 32.3 percent, energy consumption reduced by 31 percent, average 

productivity of fruits and vegetables increased by at least 40 percent, saving of fertilisers is 

increased by 7- 42 percent and average rise in farmers' income by 48.5 percent. 

 

Drinking Water and Sanitation 

 
• The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 6.1 aims for universal and equitable access to safe 

and affordable drinking water for all by 2030.  

• It is estimated that India's domestic water sector consumes about 7 percent of total water 

consumed annually. As per the Central Public Health and Environmental Engineering Organisation 

(CPHEEO) standards, 135 litres of water is considered sufficient to meet the needs for a person in a 

day in town areas and this may go up to 200 litres per person per day in Metropolitan cities.  

• But in reality, there are many areas in the country where safe drinking water is not available. So, it is 

evident that the resource is over used by a few, lost by leakages and theft, and distributed in a 

grossly inequitable manner. 

 

Groundwater 
 

• Groundwater led irrigation was instrumental in the success of the Green Revolution in India from 

the 1960s. More than 60 percent of the agricultural water demand is met from groundwater with 

2.6 million deep tube wells, 9.1 million shallow tube wells and 8.8 million dug wells.  

• The increased groundwater extraction may even lead to salt water intrusion in coastal aquifers 

which is a permanent damage to the water quality. Further, as the depth of groundwater falls more 

energy is consumed to pump water resulting in higher cost of irrigation and a raised cost of 

cultivation. 
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Socio-economic Disparities 
 

• Accessibility to water predominantly comprises physical accessibility and economic accessibility, and 

the poor and marginalised get affected the most when the pressure on the resource soars. In most 

of the households due to not having water supply on the premises,  

• women and girl children are often burdened with the responsibility of fetching water from far or 

collecting water from tankers. The time spent and the associated hassles leave them with no time 

for quality education, Independent income generation and other social engagements. 

 

Need of Technology Infusion 

 
• Technology penetration in the water sector is low as compared to other social sectors such as 

health and education. This could be in the form of automation of canal operation, real-time 

assessment of irrigation requirement with the help of Artificial Intelligence (AI), modern and water 

saving irrigation methods, automated leak detection in drinking water pipelines, cost effective 

wastewater treatment, on-the-spot water quality testing, and zero-liquid discharge power plants.  

• For example, the water distribution schedule of irrigation projects is governed by historical rainfall 

data, records of soil data, and cropping patterns followed in the last few years. A dynamic irrigation 

schedule that takes into account actual rainfall, soil moisture, and seasonal change in cropping 

pattern is nearly impossible with manual calculation and operation, but can be easily achieved by an 

Al system 

 

Government Initiatives 

 
• The Government of India has adopted various measures to improve water use efficiency in the 

agricultural sector in the country. Per Drop More Crop (PDMC) component under Pradhan Mantri 

Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) mainly focuses on improving water use efficiency at farm level 

through micro-irrigation and better on-farm water management practices to optimise the use of 

available water resources. 

 

Way Forward 

 
• Civic sense should prevail among citizens that the water we waste, misuse or overuse makes the 

under-privileged and their children lead a water-stressed life. The water use principles should 

uphold the spirit of inclusiveness and ensure that "No one is left behind" as envisaged in the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Water is best managed at community level and hence the 

people-centric model of water management. 

 

2.2  Nature Based Solutions for Urban Water Management 
 

• In the 21st century, emerging changes in climate are not new to the world. Besides, scientists, 

environmentalists and local people have also started experiencing the wrath of climate change. 

Erratic rainfall patterns, extensive droughts, extreme heat waves, and intense storms are some of 

the instances of changing climate that have its impact on the economic, social, and environmental 

fabric of the world.  
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• Rising population and the subsequent concentration of people into cities are some of the reasons 

for distorting the resilience system of natural resources. Deforestation, conversion of agricultural 

lands, creating infrastructure beyond the carrying capacity, loss of wetlands, distortion of 

watershed are some of the activities taken up to support the rising population in cities. 

 

• While there are several environmental issues persisted in the cities such as air pollution, waste 

contamination, water pollution and more, challenges associated with the urban water sources are 

more imperative to be put on table for discourse. 

• As per the World Bank report 'High and Dry: Climate Change, Water and the Economy', water 

scarcity, aggravated by climate change, could cost some regions up to 6. percent of their GDP.  

• Climate change can have varied implications on urban cities, increasing water in some regions while 

reducing expected water availability in another region. 

• Widespread drought in July 2019 followed by devastating floods in August 2019 in Chennai can be 

seen as a perfect example of extreme events due to changing climatic trends.  

• Disappearance of surface water sources and depletion of groundwater sources is another prevalent 

scenario of Indian urban cities.  

• Reiterating the fact that the urban flooding has become a new norm of Indian urban cities, the idea 

is to attain the attention of administrators and policymakers to become more proactive in making 

cities resilient to changing climatic trends amid rising urbanisation, 

• Prominently, water management has always been seen as a tradition in India. India boasts a rich 

and precious knowledge of various water harvesting structures specific to geography and 

topography. The Vedas and other ancient Indian scriptures make references to wells, canals, tanks, 

and dams.  

• The traditional knowledge aligned with nature always played an important role in maintaining and 

restoring ecological balance, acting as a source of drinking water, groundwater recharge, flood 

control, while ensuring livelihood opportunities to people.  

• India can demonstrate an ingenious system of Bamboo drip irrigation system in rainfall rich region 

of Meghalaya where about 18-20 litres of water can be collected by tapping stream and spring 

water by using bamboo pipes. 

• In China, restoration of the degraded Loess Plateau benefited over 2.5 million people with the 

introduction of sustainable farming practices. In Greater Manchester, over £150 million/year were 

saved for healthcare costs with access to green spaces and tree planting activities' Globally, it is also 

estimated that the mangrove forests can save about USD 80 billion per year by avoiding losses from 

coastal flooding and protecting up to 18 million people.  

• Unlike grey infrastructure. Nature-based solutions also generate economic gains through immediate 

job creation, increased business productivity and tourism. 

• Nature-based solutions to manage water sector involves enhancing and delivering natural 

ecosystem services such as mangroves protecting shorelines from storms, peatlands sequestering 

carbon, wetlands filtering contaminated water, lakes storing large water supplies, and floodplains 

absorbing excess water runoff. In urban set up, the idea is to integrate grey build up infrastructure 

to support and complement natural infrastructure such as promoting green roofs, open and green 

buildings, planting trees and terrace gardens, recycling and reusing water and much more. 
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• The urban households can plan and design houses to store rainwater for at least non-potable uses. 

As an estimate, a plot size of 30x40 can save up to 70,000 litres of rainwater annually which may be 

used for 140 days with an average consumption of a family. 

• Tapping rainwater is also required to rejuvenate urban lakes and ponds. These local ponds and lakes 

act as a sponge and thermos regulators, helping areas to accumulate rainwater, enhance 

groundwater and regulate micro-climate. 

 

• Endorsing blue-green infrastructure in the cities, creation and maintenance of urban green spaces is 

also recommended. Creating urban green spaces is a holistic and a comprehensive approach to 

convert concrete jungle into a liveable natural space with blue water bodies and green tree 

plantations  

• For instance, under the Mozambique Cities and Climate Change Project, the World Bank is creating 

urban parks in the city of Beira. The project activities include rehabilitation of the riverbed, the 

construction of an outlet, the dredging of the fishing port, and the planting of 2,200 mangrove trees 

with active flood mitigation function. 

 

• Surface permeability in urban areas can be also be increased by using permeable paving where 

appropriate (e.g., footpaths, car-parking areas, access roads), thus reducing surface run-off and 

increasing groundwater recharge" 

• One of the practices to avoid storm water being practised in China is 'Sponge Cities'. The concept is 

to absorb excessive rainfall through soil infiltration while retaining it in underground tunnels and 

storage tanks, only discharging it into the river once water levels are low enough.  

 

• As soon as we understand that there is a need to adapt for nature and not to mould against nature, 

humanity will find a way to fight against climate change and its related impacts. 

 

• With the rising global challenges of climate change, urbanisation, biodiversity loss, as well as the 

current global health and economic crisis, the investment in nature-based solutions should be well 

promoted 

 

2.3 Rejuvenation of Rivers 
 

• Rivers are undoubtedly one of the most ancient sources of water. It is common knowledge that the 

riverine systems have sustained civilisations after civilisations since the time immemorial.  

• Today, there is an urgent need, especially in India, to resolve a looming water crisis that threatens 

to spill over to unprecedented levels. Looking from a broader viewfinder, the situation can threaten 

the socio-economic fabric unless water supply and flows are uninterruptedly distributed across the 

country.  

• This is where river rejuvenation is the need of the hour-which must focus primarily on restoring the 

poor health of these overexploited and polluted water bodies 

 

• India's economy in essence remains agrarian with an estimated 65-70 percent of the population 

depending on farmland for sustenance, either as a landowner or farm worker. It means that water 



 
 
 
 
 

 

34                                                                      www.journalsofindia.com                        July, August, September 2022 
 
 

for irrigation has a direct bearing on not just the survival of rural India but also plays a decisive role 

in the country's food security.   

• By 2030, 40 percent of the Indian population may not have drinking water if no effective 

measurement, including river rejuvenation, is executed. According to the 'Composite Water 

Management Index (CWMI) report, nearly 600 million Indians face high-to-extreme water stress 

where more than 40 percent of the annually available surface water is used every year-and about 

2,00,000 people are dying every year due to inadequate access to safe water. 

 

• Groundwater in India has steadily depleted over the years while the average rainfall declined. Dry 

days without rain- during the monsoons have increased. The NITI Aayog report also stated if 

mitigation measures are not implemented, India can face a 6 percent loss in its gross domestic 

product (GDP) by 2050.  

• Special attention is needed for the uplands and mountains where much of the world's water supply 

originates. Currently, 80 percent of India's population depends upon the rivers for food, livelihood 

and other socio-economic pursuits. The river Ganges; for example, has the most populous basin in 

the world and perhaps the most polluted one too and has more than 750 polluting units releasing 

501 MLD (million litres per day) of industrial effluents into the river. 

 

○ Green Infrastructure-such as rain gardens, constructed wetlands or infiltration trenches 
can help filter out pollutants before they go into the river. 

○ Preserve natural features, such as floodplains with a natural vegetation buffer along 
streams that can slow, filter, and store polluted runoff. 

○ Street sweeping-picking up pollutants before they go down the catch basin and into the 
waterways. 

○ Separating sewer and stormwater lines-city. municipalities should upgrade old 
infrastructure and separate storm water pipe from rainwater pipes. There are various 
adverse effects of river pollution. 

 
• The real issue of dying rivers is deforestation and forest degradation, scanty rainfall, flash floods, 

landslides, bank erosion, faulty agriculture and horticulture practices, soil erosion, excessive 

groundwater extraction, rapid urbanisation, unregulated floodplain, waste dumping, the release of 

effluents, unregulated tourism, pilgrimage, unregulated sand mining and riverbank encroachment. 

•  Various treatment models for natural, agriculture and urban landscape have been. outlined in each 

of the delineated riverscapes. In agricultural landscapes it proposes agroforestry (bund and block 

plantations), high-density plantations, fodder plantations and plantation of fruit trees. In the urban 

landscapes a call for riverfront development, eco-park development, Industrial and educational 

estate plantations and avenue plantations have been maintained.  

• A Ridge to Valley approach shall be followed and soil & moisture conservation works would precede 

the plantation operations. 

• These proposed activities shall help achieve potential benefits of increasing the green cover, contain 

soil erosion, recharge water table and sequester carbon dioxide in addition to benefits in the form 

of non-timber forest produce.   

• These efforts will play an important role in achieving the international commitments of India such as 

the NDC forestry sector goal of creation of an additional carbon sink of 2.5-3 billion tons of CO2 

equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030 under the Paris Agreement of UNFCCC.  
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• Restoration of 26 million hectare of degraded lands by 2030 as a land degradation neutrality target 

under UNCCD, halt the biodiversity loss by 2030 under CBD and Sustainable Development Goals.  

• It is seen that the river rejuvenation is an effort aimed at restoring poor health of overexploited and 

polluted rivers and requires an understanding of the causes for the poor health and the restoration 

efforts. Depending on the level of deterioration, river rejuvenation aims at a new sustainable 

healthy river ecosystem that would go a long way in sustaining millions of livelihoods. 

 

2.4 Keeping Water Resources Clean 
 

For humans, water is an (essential requirement and a critical resource for the maintenance of socio-
ecological systems. India's water availability varies substantially across the regions, and over time. Of 
the total rainfall of about 4,000 BCM, 1,260 BCM are estimated to be available as the internally 
renewable water resources  
 
The global warming may affect the hydrological cycle which could result in further intensification of 
temporal and spatial variations in precipitation, melting of snow and water availability 
 
The report on "India's Initial National Communication to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change" published by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, in the year 
2004 identifies the following projected Impacts of climate change on water resources. 
 

• Projected climate change resulting in warming, increasing sea level and melting of glaciers will 

adversely affect the water balance in different parts of india 

• Climate change is likely to affect groundwater due to changes in precipitation and evapo-

transpiratation.  

• Rising sea levels may lead to increased saline Intrusion into coastal and island aquifers, while 

increased frequency and severity of floods may affect groundwater quality in alluvial aquifers. 

• Increased rainfall intensity may lead to higher runoff and possibly reduced recharge. 

 

To address these issues. National Water Mission (NWM) was devised to ensure integrated water 

resource management helping to conserve water, minimise wastage and ensure more equitable 

distribution both across and within states. 

 

National Water Mission's (NWM) campaign 'Catch the Rain' with the tagline 'Catch the rain, where it 

falls, when it falls' is to nudge the states and stakeholders to create appropriate Rain Water Harvesting 

Structures (RWHS) suitable to the climatic conditions and subsoil strata before monsoon.  

Catch the Rain campaign creates mass awareness on segregation of grey water (wastewater coming 

from the kitchen, laundry, shower, floor cleaning, etc.) and black water (waste water coming from toilet) 

through different drains at household level. 

 

The activities consists of revival of wetlands and protection of flood-banks; protection of water 

catchment area; springshed development and management; geo-tagging and making inventory of all 

water bodies, and development of scientific district water conservation plans 

Further, the Jal Jeevan Mission aims to achieve the objective to provide safe and adequate drinking 

water through individual household tap connections by 2024 in rural India.  
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The water supply scheme is planned and implemented as per a Village Action Plan, prepared with 

participation of the village community and approved by the Gram Sabha. Also to leverage the new 

technologies, steps have been taken to promote digital governance.  Water Quality Management 

Information System has been developed using the reports generated from water quality testing 

laboratories.  

 

To sustain these efforts, we need to be careful about the wastage during supply of water through pipes, 

the leaking taps in buildings and other places. Unnecessary use of water and overdrawing groundwater 

should be avoided. Understanding the principles of pond water management and aquaculture is needed 

towards a sustainable blue revolution. 

 

In India, tanks, ponds and lakes have traditionally played an important role in conserving water for 

meeting various needs of the communities. We have at many places in India an age old practice of water 

storage and water recharge like the bawris, Many of these water bodies have gone into disuse because s 

of the development of ground water irrigation d systems, inadequate maintenance, encroachments, o 

less discharge of water, storage not being filled up e fully, siltation of storage, salinity, drying up, system 

m getting destroyed beyond repair, etc. 

 

A study done -in by the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore in 2016 suggested that if Bangalore were 

to harvest its rainwater and to recycle and reuse its water, it could meet its entire domestic water 

requirements. 

 

Jal Abhyaranya Programme  
 

• Mountain natural springs are the main freshwater sources which serve nearly 40 millions of people 

across the Himalayas. Springs are areas on the ground that show groundwater outflow from 

aquifers below. Also known as dhara, prava, or nola, springs hold cultural significance in the 

Himalayan region.  

• The inhabitants of the Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) rely heavily on springs as a primary water 

source. d Springs form the backbone of communities living in Leh, Ladakh and other northeastern 

states of the country. 

• Scarcity of water in mountainous regions has always been a matter of concern. The water problems 

of hilly towns like Shimla are a direct result of drying of springs.  

• According to a Niti Aayog report, nearly half of the perennial springs have already dried up or are 

turning seasonal by limiting flow only during monsoon. 

 

According to Shri Sonam Wangchuk (Founder, Himalayan Institute of Alternatives), the ice stupas are 

one of the innovative water conservation techniques which need very little effort and investment. These 

can be used to provide water for agriculture and other uses in early summer. The ice stupas are formed 

using glacial stream water carried down from higher ground through buried pipes, with the final section 

rising vertically. Due to the difference in height, pressure builds up and the water flows up and out of 

the pipe into sub-zero air temperatures. The water then freezes as it falls to gradually form an ice cone 

or stupa, 
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Way forward 

 
With continuous rise in population, the demand for water in India is expected to rise drastically. To 

reduce the burden of waterborne diseases, clean drinking water is a prerequisite which ultimately help 

in overall improvement of public health. Water resources being finite, its replenishment every year is 

required and also should be consumed judiciously without polluting the sources.  

 

2.5 Changing Face of Rural Industries 
 

In the 1950s agriculture contributed to over 50 percent in the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of India 
while employing more than 70 percent of the Indian workforce. Gradually the contribution of 
agriculture to the GDP started to fall and reached the point of 18.4 percent in 2019-20¹. The percentage 
of labour force engaged fell as well but the fall was not as sharp as it was for the GDP contribution - 
46.5 percent of the labour force was still employed in agriculture in India in 2019-2020 
 
The recent trends in agriculture sector's contribution to GDP and employment show that despite the 
engagement of substantial labour force the agriculture sector has not grown much. The challenges of 
underemployment, disguised unemployment and seasonal employment remain key labour force issues 
in the agriculture sector among other issues such as lack of sustained investment, easy credit 
availability, climate related certainties, market access, etc.  
 

History of Rural Industrialisation 

 
Rural Industrialisation has been the high priority area for the policy makers since Independence. This 
inclination can be seen right from the Industrial Policy Resolution 1948. It maintained that "Cottage and 
small scale industries have a very important role in the national economy. Offering as they do scope for 
individual, village or cooperative enterprise. and means for the rehabilitation of displaced persons. 
These industries are particularly suited for the better utilisation of local resources and for the 
achievement of the local self-sufficiency in respect of certain types of essential consumer goods like 
food, cloth and agricultural implements" 
 
The 1956 Industrial Policy Resolution could be seen as a milestone in the development of agro and rural 
industries. The Parliament had declared socialistic pattern of society as its social and economic policy 
through a resolution in 1954 The then Planning Commission of India came 
The next two decades were focused on improving the competitiveness of rural and small scale 
industries The Third Five-Year Plan focused on positive forms of assistance such as improvement of skill, 
supply of technical advice, better equipment and credit, to reduce progressively the role of subsidies, 
sales rebates, and sheltered markets.  
 
The Fourth Plan focused on providing a combination of incentives and disincentives for securing 
decentralisation and dispersal of small industries. It allowed for advancing loans to the State 
Cooperative Banks for financing 22 broad groups of small industries including coir, sericulture, 
handicrafts, tanning and flaying, leather goods, hand pounding of paddy and cereals, oil crushing, and 
general engineering.  
 
Two decades after the last IPR, the new IPR of 1977 was promulgated. The IPR 1977 classified the small 
sector into three broad categories. 
 
• Cottage and Household Industries which provide self-employment on a large scale 
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• Tiny sector incorporating investment in Industrial units in plant and machinery up to Rs. 1 lakh and 

situated in towns with a population of less than 50,000 according to 1971 Census 

• Small-scale industries comprising industrial units with an investment of upto Rs. 10 lakh and In case 

of ancillary units with an investment up to Rs. 15 lakh. 

Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) was established in 1990 to ensure both adequate 
and timely flow of credit facilities for the small-scale industries. Delicensing was introduced in the case 
of 100 percent Export Oriented Units (EOU) set up in Export Processing Zones (EPZ).  
 
The monumental shift has been the Micro, Small and Medium enterprises Development (MSMED) Act 
of 2006. MSMEs have been hailed as the engines of growth. There are 324.88 Lakh (51 percent) 
unincorporated non agricultural rural MSMEs in the country engage in different economic activities in 
rural India.  

 

The Start-up Revolution and Technological Disruptions 

 
• The pertinent issues of the rural economy, and particularly agriculture, such as the credit 

availability, realisation of profitable prices, storage facility, marketing challenges, and forward 

linkages have been taken up as business problems by budding entrepreneurs, tech-savvy farmers 

and new age Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOS).  

 

Digital Service Economy 

 
• The The expansion of e-commerce, digital marketing, delivery services, warehousing services and 

access to market has opened up immense opportunity in the rural economy. However, the benefits 

of technology led enterprises can be fully optimised if we have digitally skilled and tech-savvy 

customers and service-sector microentreprenuers in the future. 

 

Conclusion 

 
• Rural Economy has been a major contributor to the Gross Domestic Product of the country. Sectors 

like agriculture have been a major force in the economy. However, its contribution to the economy 

has stagnated in the last decade while it still employs close to 50 percent of our labour force mostly 

underemployed. The non farm sector holds immense potential provided we facilitate entrepreneurs 

to address the long standing challenges in the sector  

• It's high time that we institutionalise the culture of entrepreneurship and technological disruptions 

by embedding them in our curricula and deliver it to the last mile student-giving them wings to fly 

 

2.6 Agribusiness and Rural Industries 
 

India has 15 agro-climate zones and all types of weather conditions and soil types which are capable of 

growing a variety of crops. India is one of the top producers of milk, spices, pulses, tea, cashew, jute, 

rice, wheat, oilseeds, fruits and vegetables, sugarcane and cotton. With this vast agricultural backbone 

and increasing demand caused by increase in population and their purchasing power, there is a huge 

scope of agribusiness in India, especially in rural areas.  
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Agribusiness is a process, and activities i of the agricultural sector integrated in terms of production, 

processing, marketing, and shipments (exports/imports) under different organisational networks  

Agribusiness can play a major role in sustaining food production and improving agricultural practices 

across the world to ensure an abundance of food supply This way, the agribusiness process contributes 

to attaining the second sustainable development goal of reducing hunger in the world. 

 

Agribusiness: The Concept 

 
• Post the Second World War, the green revolution led to the technological revolution in the 

agricultural sector. The technological intervention redefined the meaning of agriculture, which 

called for the integration of agriculture and the market.  

• Later in 1957 two Harvard Economists, namely Davis and Goldberg. introduced the term 

'agribusiness in their seminal book 'A concept of agribusiness' and defined agribusiness as "the sum 

total of all operations involved in the manufacture and distribution of farm supplies; production 

operations on the farm the storage, processing, and distribution of farm commodities and items 

made from them”. 

• In brief, agribusiness can be defined as the integration of farm products and services with the 

market goods and services institutions. It encompasses all the economic activities related to 

agriculture and its allied sector. Thus, it can be grouped into three aggregates: 

 

(a) farm supply,  

(b) farm production, and  

(c) processing distribution,  

• agribusiness plays a significant role in the development of the Indian economy as it contributes 

about one-fifth of gross domestic product (GDP), employs a large number: of people, and ensures 

their livelihood 

 

Sectors of Agribusiness 
• The sectors of agribusiness have been categorised into input sector, production sector, processing 

and value addition, marketing and sales, and the support sector.  

 

Input Sector 
• The input sector of the agribusiness industry deals with the provision of inputs to make agricultural 

production safe, secure, and profitable. In agriculture, the inputs are either biological or chemical or 

inorganic compounds used in the production of agricultural and allied products.  

•  The range of inputs includes bio-control agents to animal or poultry feed. The production and 

distribution of these agricultural inputs create agribusiness opportunities. 

 

The Production Sector: 
• In the production sector, the inputs available in input sectors get invested in producing safe, secure, 

and profitable output. On the other hand, this sector not only produces output to be supplied as 

food or other final product to the consumer, but it also produces intermediate products for other 

industries like jute or cotton for the textile industry The farm owners and farm employees for 

commercial farming are the key stakeholders belonging to this sector of agribusiness 
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Processing and Value Addition 
• The processing sector deals with refining and transforming the agricultural products available in the 

production sector with suitable technology to add value to the product, which facilitates easy 

consumption of the end consumer.  

 

Marketing and Sales 
• This sector of agribusiness does not only make agricultural products available to those that need 

them but also sells agricultural inputs like seeds and fertilisers to those in the production sector of 

agribusiness. The marketing sector of agribusiness consists of wholesalers and retail companies that 

trade agricultural inputs and outputs 

 

The support sector 
• It consists of organisations and firms that provide technical know-how for advanced farming, 

provide education and training for agribusiness workers, provide loans, insurance and aid and other 

financial assistance to agribusiness firms as well as provide moral support to companies in the 

agribusiness industry. 

 

Enabling the Business of Agriculture: The World View 
• With the backdrop of an increasing world population, which is estimated to be more than nine 

billion in 2050, (The World Bank, 2017) and increasing demand for food in the future, the 

sustainable development of agriculture is one of the most significant tools to meet the challenge of 

rising food demand, which would be estimated to increase by at least 20 percent globally by 2032.  

• In developing countries, the agricultural sector is experiencing a transformation. This process is 

characterised by improvements in productivity, a shift away from staple crops, and a greater degree 

of commercialisation.  

• The World Bank Report on Enabling the Business of Agriculture, 2019 pointed out several aspects of 

the business of agriculture worldwide. Good quality seeds and fertilizer were found to be the 

primary concerns and requirements for farming. one of the key obstacles the farmers of the 

developing countries face is the lack of collateral for credit to invest in production, 

 

Importance of Agribusiness for Rural Development: The Indian Context 
• The agricultural sector not only boosts the overall economic growth but also reduces poverty, as a 

result, it is considered to be the most significant sector of the economy. However, farmers in India 

face numerous challenges, especially the small and marginal farmers. The 12" Five-Year Plan called 

for more inclusive and sustainable agricultural growth and following this, to integrate the 

agricultural sector with the market, the Government of India approved Integrated Scheme for 

Agricultural Marketing (ISAM) in 2013. 

 

To achieve objectives, ISAM has five sub-schemes. These are  
(a) Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure (AMI),  

(b) Marketing Research and Information Network (MRIN),  

(c) Strengthening of Agmark Grading Facilities (SAGF),  

(d) Agribusiness Development (ABD) through Venture Capital Assistance (VCA) and 

Project Development Facility (PDF), and  

(e) Chaudhary Charan Singh National Institute of Agriculture Marketing (NIAM).  
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Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Centres Scheme (ACABC) is introduced by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Farmers Welfare,  
 
It aims to provide expert advice and services to farmers on recent agricultural practices, market trends, 
financial assistance, technology dissemination, clinical facility for animals, and others to enhance 
efficiency and productivity, which results in an increase in the income of the farmers. Here, Agri-Clinics 
support farmers in the area of soil health, cropping practices, plant protection, crop Insurance, 
technological innovation, and clinical services  

 

Conclusion 

 
Throughout the developing world, agriculture is transforming. This transformation is visible in the 
shifting of crops and value addition to the agricultural products through processing as well as 
introduction of effective marketing channels to reach end consumers,  
Agribusiness involves all these processes. Subsequently, emphasising on agribusiness has become an 
inevitable strategy for the government to boost rural industry, rural entrepreneurship, and employment 
through innovative interventions like the promotion of rural enterprise and start-ups in the agricultural 
sector.  

 

2.7 Export Potential of Rural Industries 
 

The rural industries operate small-scalely and are governed by philosophy of production by masses, not 
by mass production. These industries include cottage industries, village industries, handloom industries, 
handicraft industries, coir industries, textiles industries, cotton industries and other agro-based 
industries. 
 
Considering the overall growth strategy of the nation where villages contribute a major share to GDP 
and there is need to relook not only at production of goods and services for local consumption but also 
for export purposes.  
 
It will moderate the foreign exchange rate fluctuation and help in higher foreign exchange reserves. 
Shifting the focus of rural industries towards export will open-up the scope for new ideas, innovations, 
diversity, and the sustainable business models in the rural areas. 
 
Rural industries mainly consist of agro-based industries, forest-based industries, khadi and village 
industries, mineral-based industries, etc.  

 

Khadi and Handicraft Industries 

 
• The main items exported under khadi are ready-made garments, textile-based handicrafts, charkha, 

silk and muslin to US, Japan, UK, Canada and Middle East nations. In spite of all the best effort and 

policy support, this industry faces various challenges including high competition, high transaction 

cost, lack of awareness, marketing and promotional issues, etc.  

• Handicrafts constitute an important segment of the decentralised/unorganised sector of our 

economy. Originally, handicraft started as a part time activity in the rural areas, however it has now 

transformed into a flourishing economic activity due to significant market demand over the years. 

• Presently, the handicraft sector is contributing substantially towards employment generation and 

exports, but this sector has suffered due to its unorganised nature along with additional constraints 
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like lack of education, capital, and poor exposure to new technologies, absence of market 

intelligence, etc 

 

Handloom Industries 

 
Handloom weaving constitutes one of the richest and most vibrant aspects of the Indian cultural 
heritage, and provides direct and indirect employment to 35.22 lakh weavers and allied workers. The 
sector has the advantage of being less capital intensive, eco-friendly, has flexibility of small production, 
openness to innovations and adaptability to market requirements, requires minimal use of power, and 
has great export potential. It is a natural productive asset and a tradition at the cottage level, which has 
sustained and grown by transfer of skill from one generation to the other, 
 

Coir Industries 

 
States like Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha have a large potential in coconut 
products including coir. This industry employs more than 75 percent women and produces a wide range 
of coir products. The immense opportunities in this industry need to be leveraged to avail the benefits 
and hence the role and importance of rural industries are very critical. 

 

Way forward 

 
There is a need for changing regulatory framework and public policy for the development of rural 

industries. Further timely implementation of sustainable initiatives in all the phases- product, process, 

production, marketing, and in credit facility will decide the long-term success and survival of rural 

industries.To attain the full potential of rural industries, appropriate training/skilling, finance and 

marketing, skill enhancement, brand development, supply-chain management, product design and 

customisation are very essential along with rural-friendly policy support. 

 

2.8 Tribal Development Strategies  
 

Around 92 percent of the ST population lives in rural areas. While the proportion of the ST population 
to the total population has marked an increasing trend from 6.9 percent in 1961 to 8.6 percent in 2011,  
 
The socio- economic progress of ST people vis-à-vis the rest of the population in the country remained 
skewed on various development parameters. 
 

Development Plans and Programmes  

 
• At the end of the First Plan, the Government recognised the need for a concrete, integrated 

developmental planning to improve the socio- economic conditions of STs in the country.  

• Consequently, during the Second Plan (1956- 61), the Government grouped development 

programmes in Scheduled areas under four heads.  

(a) communications,  

(b) education and culture,  

(c) development of tribal economy, and  

(d) (d) health, housing and water supply.  
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○ The last year of the Second Plan, the Government successfully opened 43 Special Multi-
purpose Tribal Blocks, later termed as Tribal Development Blocks (TDBs).  

• The Third Plan (1961-66) continued the plans and policies prescribed and followed during the 

Second Plan in order to provide equality and opportunities to STs. 

• The Fourth Plan (1969-74) vowed to realize a rapid rise in the standard of living of the people, 

ensuring equality and social justice to all. Six pilot projects in Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya 

Pradesh and Odisha were set up in 1971-72.  

• The Fifth Plan (1974-78) launched the Tribal Sub-plan (TSP) envisaging the percolation of direct 

benefits of development initiatives to the STs through legal and administrative support. 

• The Sixth Plan (1980-85) sought to ensure a higher degree of devolution of funds and earmarked a 

poverty alleviation programme for at least 50 percent of ST families to cross the poverty line. 

• During the Seventh Plan (1985-90), the emphasis was on the economic development of STs by 

creating two national-level institutions viz.  

 

○ Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation (TRIFED) in 1987 as an apex body 
for State Tribal Development Cooperative Corporations, and  

○ National Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation, 
which was later bifurcated into two separate corporations - one for SCs and other for STs. 
The existing NSTFDC started operating in April 2001. 

• The Eighth Plan (1992-97) focused on eliminating the exploitation of STS and paid attention to their 

special problems of suppression of rights, land alienation, non-payment of minimum wages and 

restrictions on the right to collect minor forest produce, etc. 

• The Ninth Plan (1997-2002) envisaged the creation of an enabling environment conducive for STs to 

exercise their rights freely, enjoy their privileges and lead a life at par with the rest of the society.  

• The Tenth Plan (2002-07) focused on tackling the unresolved issues and problems faced by the 

tribal society on a time-bound basis. 

• The Eleventh (2007-12) and Twelfth Plan (2012-17) consolidated the welfare measures and offered 

directions to the States to design proper and appropriate developmental activities specifically 

relevant for the development of STs.  

• The Annual Plans thereafter through NITI Aayog of Government of India take care of development 

needs of STS in States 

 

Livelihood Development 

 
• The erstwhile Planning Commission adopted the Tendulkar Methodology to estimate poverty 

incidence in India based on the survey results conducted by National Sample Survey Office (NSSO).  

• As per these estimates, ST People living below the poverty line in 2011-12 were 45.3 percent and 

24.1 percent in the rural and urban areas, respectively.  

 

Literacy and Education 

 
• The literacy rates (Census 2011) of the total population and ST population for all age groups in 2011 

were 73.0 and 59.0, respectively. Such widening gaps between the literacy rates of the general 

population and STS indicate that the literacy drives of the government are yet to benefit all citizens 

of the country equitably. 
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• Drop-out rates are considered to be an important indicator reflecting the lack of educational 

development and inability of a given social group to complete a specific level of education. In the 

case of STS, the dropout rates show a declining trend for primary, upper-primary and secondary 

classes.  

• To address the issues of literacy and drop-outs from formal education, residential schools were built 

exclusively for the STS, the cost of boarding and lodging the ST students was borne by the 

Government. A special focus was also laid on ST students under District Primary Education 

Programme, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya, Mid- day Meals Scheme, and Navodaya Vidyalaya. 

• The Government, however, decided to provide quality education to the ST students by utilizing a 

part of funds under Article 275(1) of the Constitution of India for setting up 280 Eklavya Model 

Residential Schools (EMRS) in 20 States from Class VI to Class XII in different States. This initiative 

was launched during 1997-98 with an objective to enable ST students to avail the facility of 

reservation in higher and professional education courses as well as in higher level jobs in the 

government and various public sector undertakings.  

 

Entrepreneurship and Skill Development 

  
• The progress in literacy and education demands creation of an enabling entrepreneurial 

atmosphere along with skill development initiatives to ensure gainful absorption of educated ST 

persons nearer to their place of habitation.  

• Under Skill India Mission, the Ministry of Skill Development (MSDE) has been delivering short-term 

skills through Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), Jan Shikshan Sansthan (USS) Scheme, 

National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme (NAPS), and long-term skills through Craftsman Training 

Scheme (CTS) and Industrial Training Institutes (ITIS) to the youth belonging to all section of the 

society including tribal community, 

 

Conclusion  

 
The poverty gap between STS and all populations living below the poverty line shows that STS are more 

backward economically. Most of the STS who are living under the poverty line are landless agricultural 

laborers having minimal or no access to productive assets.  

Since a majority of the tribal community is dependent on minor forest produce and low-productive 

agriculture, efforts need to be made to make them more productive by improving the quality of the 

produce and linking the tribal produce with the markets in a sustainable manner.   

 

2.9 Welfare of Tribes 
 

• India has a significant population of Scheduled Tribes (ST) comprising about 8.61 percent of total 

population according to 2011 Census Madhya Pradesh has the highest ST population followed by 

Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh. Majority of these people live 

close to nature, in rural and remote habitats.  

• The Ministry of Tribal Affairs was set up in October 1999 after the bifurcation of the Ministry of 

Social Justice and Empowerment to provide a more focused approach towards their integrated 

socio- economic development in a coordinated and planned manner.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

45                                                                      www.journalsofindia.com                        July, August, September 2022 
 
 

• The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the nodal ministry for overall policy planning and coordination of 

programmes for development of STs.  

• The Ministry of Tribal Affairs supplements their efforts by the way of various developmental 

interventions in critical sectors through specially tailored schemes.  

• These schemes comprising economic, educational and social development through institution 

building are administered by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs and are implemented mainly by the state 

governments/ Union Territory administrations.  

 

Organizations for Development of Scheduled Tribes 
• There was an utmost need to generate livelihood opportunities for STs based on locally available 

resources as well as linking their productive potential to the main economy of the country so that 

gainful employment opportunities are created at their doorstep. To implement this ideology there 

are two organizations they are NSTFDC and TRIFED.  

 

National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation: 
• This corporation in collaboration with the state ST corporations and banks provides concessional 

loans for viable projects costing up to Rs. 50.00 lakh per unit. Under the scheme, financial assistance 

is extended up to 90 percent of the cost of the project and the balance is met by way of 

subsidy/promoter contribution/margin money.  

• Adivasi Mahila Sashaktikaran Yojana (AMSY), an exclusive scheme for economic development of 

Scheduled Tribes women provides loan up to 90 percent for projects costing up to Rs 2 lakh. Micro 

Credit Scheme for Self Help Groups (MCF), a scheme for meeting small loan requirements of ST 

members under which the corporation provides loans up to Rs. 50,000 per member and maximum 

Rs. 5 Lakh per Self Help Group (SHG).  

 

Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation (TRIFED):  
• This was set up in 1987 to provide remunerative prices for the Forest and Agriculture Produce of 

tribal people.  

 

The National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS):  
• This is an autonomous organization under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. It has been registered as a 

Society, under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 in New Delhi on 1 April 2019 to establish, 

endow, maintain, control and manage the schools (hereinafter called 'Eklavya Model Residential 

Schools) and to do all acts and things necessary for or conducive to the promotion of such schools 

 

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST):  
• This was set up with effect from 19 February 2004 by amending Article 338 and inserting a new 

Article 338A in the Constitution, through the Commission (Eighty-ninth Amendment) Act, 2003  

• Main duties of the Commission are to investigate - and monitor all matters relating to the 

safeguards provided for the Scheduled Tribes and to evaluate the working of such safeguards, and 

to inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and safeguards of the 

Scheduled Tribes. 
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Schemes of central government 
• Government has approved the scheme Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Vikas Mission (PMJVM).  

• PMJVM has been redesigned through the merger and extension of two existing schemes for 

promotion of tribal livelihood, namely Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) 

through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and Development of Value Chain for MFP and institutional 

Support for Development and Marketing of Tribal Products.  

• PMJVM envisions to strengthen tribal entrepreneurship initiatives and to facilitate livelihood 

opportunities by promoting more efficient, equitable, self-managed, optimum use of natural 

resources, Agri/Non Timber Forest Produce(NTFP)/Non-farm enterprise 

 

• Van Dhan Vikas Kendras are set up through Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation 

of India (TRIFED), which targets employment generation for tribal population by harnessing the 

wealth of forest i.e Van Dhan. Under this programme, tribal community owned Minor Forest 

Produce (MFP) centric multi purpose Van Dhan Vikas Kendras (VDVKs) are set up in areas with 

significant tribal population.  

• It aims to strengthen livelihood opportunities for tribal artisans through increased efficiency in 

procurement, logistics and marketing of tribal products. 

 

• Stand-Up India Scheme is a flagship scheme of the Government of India. The objective of this 

scheme is to facilitate bank loans between Rs. 10 lakh to Rs. 1 crore to at least one Scheduled Caste 

(SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) borrower and at least one women borrower per bank branch of all 

scheduled commercial banks for setting up of projects.  

• The enterprises under Stand-Up India Scheme may be in manufacturing, services or the trading 

sector. In case of non-individual enterprise at least 51 percent of the shareholding and controlling 

stake should be held by an SC/ST or women entrepreneur.  

• To support projects under the Stand-Up India, a separate scheme titled Margin Money Support 

Scheme for ST Entrepreneurs was formulated by NSTFDC. Now, the ST Entrepreneurs can avail 

financial assistance up to 15 percent of the project cost as Margin Money Contribution. 

  

Financial Support to STs 
• In order to support and increase the outreach of NSTFDC, RBI allowed all scheduled commercial 

banks (except RRBs) to charge interest at rates even below base rate if NSTFDC provides refinance 

under its schemes.  

• RBI further clarified that NSTFDC's refinance to scheduled commercial banks/regional rural banks on 

lending to STs is to be considered as priority sector lending.  

• This clarification makes NSTFDC's refinance to PSU Banks/RRBs more attractive and has helped 

expansion of its outreach as initially, State nominated organizations only were appointed as 

Channelising Agencies of NSTFDC.  

 

Conclusion 
• The development of a community has multi- dimensional facets to it, however improvement in a lot 

of human development indicators like health, education, nutrition, standard of living, per capita 

income etc., is highly dependent on sustainable livelihood systems a community adopts. 

• The thrust is to transform the target group from passive recipients of welfare schemes to active 

managers of sustainable economic livelihood systems. 
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• The financial assistance from the government through its various schemes and institutions may not 

fulfill the existing gaps unless it is proportionately blended with effective contributions of private 

stakeholders in development and community participation. 

 

2.10  Tribal Art and Culture 
  

• There are tribes in practically every region of the planet. India has the second-largest population of 

tribal people worldwide Scheduled tribes make up 8.6 percent of India's population,  

• According to the 2011 Census The STs comprise 11.3 percent of the Indian rural population and 2.8 

percent of the Indian urban population.  

• They are autochthonous to the land; it is nothing but being indigenous rather than being migrants 

or re-settlers. This qualifies them to be the earliest owners of the land.  

• Every tribe maintains its very own culture, dialect, and economic activities within its own ecological 

habitat. Several tribes remain obscure, isolated, and alienated, while others have migrated and have 

undergone metamorphosis.  

• The evidence of the earliest tribal culture comes from India's Upper Palaeolithic period, when a 

variety of tools show that this culture was alive but still developing During the Upper Palaeolithic 

era, artistic attempts sprouted.  

• Twelve years before the discovery of Altamira in Spain, the location of the oldest rock paintings in 

the world, the first known discovery of rock paintings was made in India in 1867-1868. Bhimbetka, 

Jogimara in Madhya Pradesh, Lakhudiyar in Uttarakhand, Tekkalkotta in Karnataka and Kupgallu in 

Telangana, among other places, are some examples of early rock painting sites.  

• A stick-like representation of a human was in use. The primary animal motifs in the early paintings 

include a fox, a multi-legged lizard.  

• Paintings are superimposed, starting with Black, moving on to Red, and finishing with White color, 

The subjects of paintings evolved during the late historic, early historic, and Neolithic periods, and 

creatures like bulls, elephants, sambars, gazelles, sheep, horses, styled humans, tridents, and 

occasionally vegetal motifs started to appear. 

• The Mesolithic period, which came after, is the one with the greatest concentration of paintings, 

the majority of which feature hunting scenes.  

• In some of the images, men are being pursued by animals, while in others, hunter-men brandishing 

arrows and barbed spears are doing the chasing. A common theme is presented by community 

dances. 

• Then came the copper and bronze ages. The Indus Valley Civilisation (IVC) coincided with this era. 

The Indian subcontinent's earliest known human civilisation is the Indus culture.  

• The following instances from the Indus Valley civilisation demonstrate this: A red sandstone figure 

of a man's torso and a soapstone bust of a bearded man are two excellent illustrations of how to 

handle three- dimensional volumes.  

• Schedule Five of the Indian Constitution makes us aware of tribal communities in India. Thus, 

Scheduled Tribes refers to the tribes that the Constitution recognises in India, there are roughly 645 

different tribes.  

• However, our nation has a harmony of cultures due to which the beauty of Indian culture is 

evolving. Perhaps this helps to uphold the motto 'Unity in Diversity Modern times make it easy to 

access various cultures.  
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There are numerous tribal painting styles. Each with its own set of colors and themes:  

 

• The Bhil are India's largest tribal group, according to the 2011 Census Bhil culture places a high 

value on art. Their paintings' rich textures, steeped in rituals, symbolism, and traditions, connect 

them to nature.  

○ Bhil paintings are characterized by large, un-life- like shapes of everyday characters that are 
filled in with earthy, yet bold colors before being covered with an overlay of uniform dots 
in a diverse array of colors and patterns that stand out against the background.  

 

• Warli Painting is yet another popular tribal form. Warli is a traditional Maharashtra art form that 

traces its origins back to the 10 century A.D. Basic geometric shapes such as circles, triangles, and 

squares dominate these paintings.  

○ The paintings' central themes are scenes depicting hunting, fishing, farming, and festivals, 
with dances, trees, and animals used to surround the central theme,  

 

• A tribe from the jungle, the Saura has a unique culture. States like Odisha, Jharkhand, Madhya 

Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra are home to them.  

○ Nature's splendor is celebrated in Saura art. The Tree of Life, which has human and animal 
inhabitants on its branches and symbolizes the harmonious coexistence of humans and 
animals is the basis for the majority of paintings,  

○ Idital, the primary deity of the Sauras, is honored by the wall paintings created by the Saura 
people, known as Italons or Ikons.  

 

• The eastern Indian states of West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh are home to the 

ancient folk-art tradition known as Dhokra.  

○ Dhokra craft objects are made using the lost wax casting technique, which is one of the 
earliest and most methods of metal casting known to human civilization.  

○ The attractive Dhokra artifacts are characterized by a simple, organic design and are 
motifs-driven by native culture and way of life.  

 

• The Prahlada Natakams and Jatrasore a source of inspiration for the Desiya Nata of tribal Orissa, 

which contributes to its distinctive style.  

○ The use of creative props and the brightly coloured costumes-embroidered headdresses 
and painted masks that adorn the main actors-are in and of themselves works of art.  

 

• Other tribal handicrafts include Longpi pottery (which is not shaped on a potter's wheel but rather 

by hand and with the aid of moulds); cane and bamboo handicrafts like the Thul (a double-walled 

basket). and special ornaments amongst various tribes.  

 

• In 2010, UNESCO inscribed Kalbelia (folk dance of Rajasthan, also known as Snake Charmer Dance) 

on the Representative List of Humanity's Intangible Cultural Heritage Women in flowing black skirts 

dance and swirl, mimicking serpent movements,  

○ while men accompany them on the khanjari instrument and the pungi, a woodwind 
instrument traditionally used to catch snakes.  

○ Traditional tattoo designs, jewelry, and garments richly embroidered with small mirrors 
and silver thread are worn by the dancers. The swirling, graceful movements of the dance 
form make it a sight to behold.  
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• People from the Kashmiri tribe Rauf perform the Dumhal dance. The performers wear long colorful 

robes and tall pointed caps adorned with beads and shells.  

○ The dancers march in a traditional parade while carrying a banner. The banner is then dug 
into the ground, and the men dance in a circle around it.  

○ Drums are used to accompany the music as dancers sing in chorus.  
 

• Hojagiri is a popular tribal dance in India performed by the Riang community of Tripura state. This 

dance is well-known for its distinctive moves and steps. The performers are not permitted to move 

their upper torsos or arms.  

 

• In Dadra and Nagar Haveli, the Kokna: tribesmen perform the Bhavado tribal dance, which features 

masks and colorful costumes: Summer nights are chosen for the performance:  

 

• Gussadi, another ancient tribal dance form, is performed by the Raj Gonds in Telangana. It lasts a 

fortnight and is also presented by Dandari troupes during the festival. The full moon day marks the 

start of this festival, which lasts until the fourteenth day of Diwali's dark night.  

 

• There are tribal dances that are gender specific, just like in Kalbelia. Mudiyattam is a type of tribal 

group dance that is frequently performed by women in Kerala.  

○ The music playing in the background is used to guide the movement's rhythm. Percussion 
will provide a captivating pulse to go along with the performance.  

○ The uncombed hair of the participants, which swings in rhythmic waves and is a graceful 
sight, is one of the main features of this dance form. 

 

• Dance is rather incomplete without the music that goes with it Music, in and of itself, is an 

important component of art.  

○ There are times when the dance itself is the music. Karnataka's Dollu Kunitha is a drum 
dance performed to singing. In the course of display, it offers a remarkable variety and 
level of skill. Most of the men in the Kuruba community - a group of shepherds-perform 
this style of dance.  

○ The Tarphaor Povri, a wind instrument made of dried gourd, is used to accompany Kokna 
tribal dance in the hilly regions of northwest India. As a result, the Kokna dance is also 
known as Trapha Nach or Povr Noch.  

 

Conclusion  
 

• Art is vast, and so is culture. With this modest effort, we were able to observe the richness and 

diversity of India's tribal culture. 

• Culture encompasses more than just performing and visual arts. Religion, language, cuisine, and 

social customs are all included under the broader term of culture. In a sense, culture subsumed 

within its scope the 'way of life of communities.  

• Let's work to advance the beauty of what unites our culture while learning more about our heritage 

in our own modest ways.  
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2.11  Reconsidering Indigenous Knowledge System  
 

In the emerging discussion on localisation of Sustainable Development Goals and strengthening of the 
local economy through 'vocal for local', reconsidering the role and potential of indigenous knowledge 
system could be a crucial strategy for mainstreaming the indigenous communities including tribal and 
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) who continue to remain on the fringe of development 
discourse.  

 
• Remoteness, isolation and peripherality are the common lenses through which indigenous 

communities such as tribal and Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) are viewed.  

• Vulnerability, marginality and lack of modernity are a few of the stylised characteristic features of 

these communities.  

• Tribal communities, though marginalized, have rich Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS), which 

could be useful if they are properly integrated in modern and contemporary knowledge systems.  

• IKS could play an important role in mainstreaming tribal communities, living in remote locations, 

devoid of infrastructure and schemes and programmes of the Government. 

• Indigenous knowledge is embedded in community practices, institutions, relationships and rituals 

and is inextricably linked to identity of indigenous peoples, their experiences with the natural 

environment, and hence their territorial and cultural rights.  

• Indigenous Knowledge System (IKS) is an integral part of tribal culture and has wide-ranging 

relevance in livelihood, education, health, agriculture, and livestock. 

 

Key Issues and Concerns  

 
• Indigenous communities are not only custodians of some of the most biologically diverse territories 

in the world, but also responsible for a great deal of the world's linguistic and cultural diversity, and 

their traditional knowledge has been and continues to be an invaluable resource that benefits all of 

mankind.  

• Very often comparisons are made to prove that scientific or modern knowledge is better than the 

indigenous knowledge system. Such arguments are made on grounds such as lack of validation, 

accreditation and scientific authenticity.  

• But both modern and indigenous knowledge systems have their own strengths and weaknesses. It is 

important to take advantage of the creativity and innovativeness of both systems and see both 

systems as complementary sources of wisdom.  

• There are many instances where the subsequent pairing of scientific research with traditional and 

indigenous experience led to a technology that became widely adopted though the system 

continues to undergo modification and improvement. 

• For instance, indigenous knowledge of agricultural practices, plant disease management and cattle 

treatments are often utilized by Indian farmers.  

• Another important area of concern is poor documentation; ie, the non-availability of a full- fledged 

institutional framework to map, profile, and accredit the large body of indigenous knowledge and 

innovations.  

• Partly because of remote and difficult geographical areas and due to the low level of education and 

skill of the tribal population.  

• A more recent threat that is raising concern is the misappropriation of indigenous knowledge in the 

form of biopiracy.  
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• When researchers appropriate Indigenous traditional knowledge without proper procedure, 

acknowledgement, or benefit-sharing agreement, this is considered biopiracy.  

• For instance, many Western companies are patenting traditional medicines without granting due 

recognition to the indigenous communities whose knowledge systems went into identifying the 

active ingredients as useful for particular ailments.  

• In the absence of a strong regulatory framework, traditional knowledge is being ever more 

exploited for profit, for which there is an increase in aspiration and demand from indigenous 

peoples for due protection and recognition of their traditional knowledge.  

• Internationally, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) 

recognises the rights of indigenous peoples to self-determination, self-governance, and 

organizational structures in support of these rights.  

 

Reconsidering Indigenous Knowledge System  
• Indigenous knowledge is a new focus in development discourse. Growing numbers of scientists and 

organizations are recognising that it offers cheap, locally adapted solutions to development 

problems, or that it can be melded with scientific knowledge to boost productivity and living 

standards.  

• In view of localisation of SDGS, IKS should be placed as a prerequisite for achieving SDGs. The 

training and capacity development required to promote IKS should be located within the UN-SDG 

framework. 

• It is also important to establish a dedicated research lab to validate and accredit various indigenous 

innovations. Science can help mobilize traditional knowledge through preparing guidelines on 

methods for obtaining, assessing, and presenting traditional conservation knowledge and preparing 

an Inventory of traditional knowledge systems. 

• There is a need to document indigenous knowledge and innovation. For preservation and 

expansion, there is a need to develop a template for collecting this information and have proper 

documentation in place. Each region has a repository of indigenous knowledge and we need to 

document it and pass it on to our future generations to preserve these valuable knowledge systems. 

• A strong legal framework is also the need of the hour that facilitates social participation, indigenous 

practices, and the protection and conservation of indigenous knowledge and resources. 

• Indigenous communities are frequently perceived as disappearing in social and cultural forms and 

therefore, they do not appear in the curriculum of the formal school system.  

○ There is a critical need to analyze National Educational Policy and identify public policy 
initiatives that would allow indigenous knowledge components to be added into the 
curricula of secondary schools, universities, and extension training institutes. 

• Full and effective participation of indigenous communities in various decision-making Institutions 

related to their society, economy and culture is imperative. 

• The larger goal should be towards creating new, more effective knowledge systems that merge the 

positive aspects of indigenous and scientific knowledge systems. 

 

Conclusion 
• In addressing forward- looking strategies, it is important that indigenous peoples' rights are 

considered in a holistic way. 

• We are not sure how the IKS will look like in the future but the intersections of different knowledge, 

systems, concerns and priorities will converge to inform and develop new practices in this area. 


