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1. AGRICULTURE 
 

1.1 Farm Mechanisation 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: India is one of the largest agricultural economies in the world with low levels of 
mechanisation due to factors like affordability and accessibility of expensive machinery, being a deterrent to the 
use of such technologies. Hence mechanisation on farmlands holds the key for sustainable and efficient 
development of this sector, as well as that of the rural economy Domestic farm machinery prowess is intrinsic to 
the idea of atma nirbhar krishi. The government must prioritise India-made farm machinery for its procurement 
scheme, while encouraging local production with PLIs. 
 
In News: Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare stressed on the need of mechanisation in 
the changing climatic conditions and also urged the scientists to work more for making India a developed country 
in the field of agricultural mechanisation by 2047. 
 
Static Dimensions 

 
• Background 
• Present Status 
• Government steps 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• Need for Farm Mechanisation 
• Challenges of Farm mechanisation  
• Suggestions 

 
Content 
 
Farm mechanisation refers to the development and 
use of machines that can take the place of human and 
animal power in agricultural processes with the end 
objective to enhance the overall productivity and 
production with the lowest cost of production. 
 
Background 
 

• Growth of India’s agri sector has been on 
account of several positive factors related to 
the rural economy, including progressive 
policies towards agriculture, also leading to 
growth of the domestic tractor industry. 

• Farm mechanisation in India may have made 
strong strides in recent years, with India as the 
largest tractor market in the world, which has 
had a significantly positive impact on the use of 
machinery on farmlands in India including 
output value, income and return rate of all 
types of crops. 

• While there is some level of mechanisation 
beyond tractors, it is largely skewed toward 
land preparation. 

• For many other operations, simple implements 
are used, or the tasks are done by manual 
labour.  

• Mechanisation also varies greatly by region, 
with states in north India having high levels of 
mechanisation due to highly productive land in 
the region, as well as declining availability of 
labour force. 

 
Present Status of farm Mechanisation  
 

• Farm mechanisation in India has been lower at 
40-45 percent. 

○ India is “tractorised”, not “mechanised”.  
○ Globally, the tractor industry is only 38% 

of the total industry (tractor + farm 
machinery) 

○ In India it is 80% of the total industry. 
• Compared to other countries such as the USA 

(95 percent), Brazil (75 percent), and China (57 
percent). 

• Regional Profile: Farm mechanisation in India 
stands at about 40- 45% with states such as UP, 
Haryana and Punjab having very high 
mechanisation levels but north eastern states 
having negligible mechanisation. 
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Government steps 
 

• The use of modern machinery is currently being 
promoted both by the private and public 
sectors, with initiatives being taken by the 
government, 

 
○ Sub-Mission on Agricultural 

Mechanisation (SMAM) under National 
Mission on Agricultural Extension and 
Technology,  

○ Rastriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY) 
○ Mission for Integrated Development of 

Horticulture (MIDH). 
 
Need for Farm Mechanisation 
 

• Savings: Studies have shown a direct 
relationship between farm mechanisation and 
farm yield.  

○ Farm mechanisation is said to provide a 
number of input savings,seeds (15-20%), 
fertilisers (15-20%). 

 
• Efficiency: It can help reduce time by 

approximately 15-20 percent, thus increasing 
the efficiency of farm labour and reducing 
drudgery and workloads 

 
• Social benefits: It decreases the workload of 

women due to improved efficiency of labour. 
○  It helps in encouraging the youth to join 

farming and attract more people to work 
and live in rural areas. 

• Improvement in the cropping intensity and 
making agricultural land become commercially 
more viable. 

 
• Cost of labour: The cost of deploying labour for 

agriculture operations is increasing 
substantially. 

○ Farm mechanisation is the way to reduce 
labour cost and can reduce the cost of 
farming by 20 percent. 

 
• Farm income: Use of agricultural machinery 

helps to increase productivity & production of 
output, undertake timely farm operations and 
enable the farmers to quickly rotate crops on 
the same land. 

• Sustainable agriculture: Farm mechanisation 
provides optimal utilisation of land and water 
resources that can influence the environmental 

footprint of agriculture leading to sustainable 
outcomes. 

 
Challenges in Farm mechanisation  
 

• Scale and operations: India has a very small 
average landholding size (2.66 acres as per 
Agriculture Census, 2015-16) and that too is 
scattered over different places in small parcels. 
This is makingmindividual ownership of 
agriculture machinery economically unviable. 

• Low-income level of farmers: about 86% of 
farmers in India are small and marginal and 
earn on an average Rs. 6,426 per month as per 
the 2016 NSSO report. 

• Credit: The procedure to avail agriculture term 
loans for various activities helping farm 
mechanisation is very cumbersome.  

○ The rate of interest is higher for such 
loans in comparison to crop loans. 

• Awareness: Farm mechanisation is viewed as 
the only usage of tractors, power tiller 
combines harvesters and threshers. Farmers are 
not aware of other machines suitable for small 
landholdings and methods of using them. 

• Variability in farm power: Power availability 
varies highly from one state to the other as 
according to the agro-climatic regions. Lack of 
access to power results in the slow uptake of 
farm mechanisation and hence non-
intensification of farm productivity, particularly 
among small and marginal farmers. 

• Subsidy limitations: Farm mechanisation 
requires substantial investment. Central Govt. 
and various State Govts. have been providing 
subsidies for Individual/ Group of farmers/ 
Cooperative to invest. 

• Dependent population: The level of farm 
mechanisation behaves inversely with the 
population engaged in agriculture. 70 percent 
of India’s rural households still depend primarily 
on agriculture for their livelihood 

 
Suggestions 
 

•  Custom hiring service -Need to innovate 
custom hiring service or a rental model by 
institutionalisation for high-cost farm 
machinery. 

• Small farm types of machinery/implements 
need to be promoted keeping in view the 
versatility of various crops, cropping patterns, 
and agriculture operations. 
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• Ease of financing such as KCC, procedures to 
avail term loan may be simplified with minimum 
documentation along with the capacity building 
of banks. 

• Adopting recommendations of Ashok Dalwai 
committee: 

○ CHSc at different levels, should be 
supported to broaden their technologies 
to include modern systems like drones, 
sensor-based applications. 

• Make-in-India farm machinery holds the key to 
enable India to realise its dream of 
‘atmanirbarta’. Creating self-reliance in farm 
machinery manufacturing is a critical step. 

• Need to innovate and make farm machinery 
domestically, to ensure growth of agriculture, 
while ensuring growth of the farm 
mechanisation, especially in the context of 
diminishing agricultural labour. 

• Promoting indigenous R&D-The government 
can support India’s farm mechanisation 
programme by initiating a series of reforms, 
including but not limited to promoting 
indigenous R&D, and extending support for 
crop-specific mechanisation technologies. 

• Restrict imports of farm machinery-FY21 (April 
2020 to February 2021) the value of farm 
machinery imported was around `1,185 crore 
compared to `477 crore in FY 2018, i.e. 148% 
growth in three years. 

○  In FY21, 63% of imported farm 
machinery by value came from China, 
making China-based manufacturers 
significant beneficiaries of the SMAM 
(Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanism) 
scheme. 

• Need for procurement assistance-The various 
government-run provide no distinction between 
a product fully designed and developed in India 
for Indian farm conditions and a product 
designed and developed abroad and imported 
into India.  

○ These schemes provide an equal amount 
of subsidy to all products and thus do 
not incentivise businesses who have 
invested in India, to design and develop 
these products. 

• Need a farm-machine PLI- There is a need for 
incentivising the farm machinery industry 
through a PLI scheme to deliver “best in class” 
products for domestic and export markets. 

 
Conclusion 
 
Going forward and with the right approach, farm 
machinery, a $100-plus billion global industry, has 
enormous potential and scope to realise PM Modi 
vision of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and doubling farmers 
income with farm products made and developed in 
India for India.  

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. The sustainable and effective growth of Indian agriculture and the rural economy depends on farm 

mechanisation. Discuss (250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about Farm mechanisation. 
• Need for farm mechanisation 
• Present status and government measures 
• Challenges of farm mechanisation 
• Suggestions  
• Wayforward and conclusion 

 

1.2 GM Mustard 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: GEAC has recently approved the field trial of GM mustard. Though there are apprehensions 
associated with GM crops such as genetic contamination, threat to biodiversity and is considered ethically wrong. 
At the same time it can improve the yield, reduce usage of fertilisers and pesticides and ensure food security for 
the coming generation. India runs the risk of falling behind the rest of the world in terms of food yields, disease 
resistance, and shelf life by refusing to adopt genetic engineering technologies. Hence the government must 
involve all the stakeholders to explore the opportunities that will be provided with GM crops. 
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In News: Transgenic hybrid mustard DMH-11 that has been cleared by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal 
Committee for field trials. 

 
Static Dimensions 

 
• What  is hybrid mustard? 
• GM crops in India 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• How has hybridisation been achieved in mustard? 
• What has GEAC now done? 
• Why did it take so long for GEAC to clear? 
• Advantages of GMO crops 

 
Content 
 
The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) 
under the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change recommended the “environmental 
release” of the transgenic hybrid mustard DMH-11 for 
seed production and conduct of field demonstration 
studies with respect to its effects, if any, on honey 
bees and other pollinating insects. 
 
What is hybrid mustard? 
 

• Hybridisation involves crossing two genetically 
dissimilar plant varieties that can even be from 
the same species. 

•  The first-generation (F1) offspring from such 
crosses tend to have higher yields than what 
either parent can individually give. 

• Such hybridisation isn’t easy in mustard, as its 
flowers have both female (pistil) and male 
(stamen) reproductive organs, making the 
plants largely self-pollinating. 

• Since the eggs of one plant cannot be fertilised 
by the pollen grains from another, it limits the 
scope for developing hybrids — unlike in 
cotton, maize or tomato, where this can be 
done through simple emasculation or physical 
removal of anthers. 

 
How has hybridisation been achieved in mustard? 
 

• By genetic modification (GM). Scientists at Delhi 
University’s Centre for Genetic Manipulation of 
Crop Plants (CGMCP) have developed the 
hybrid mustard DMH-11 containing two alien 
genes isolated from a soil bacterium called 
Bacillus amyloliquefaciens. 

• The first gene (‘barnase’) codes for a protein 
that impairs pollen production and renders the 
plant into which it is incorporated male-sterile.  

○ This plant is then crossed with a fertile 
parental line containing, in turn, the 
second ‘barstar’ gene that blocks the 
action of the barnase gene.  

○ The resultant F1 progeny is both high-
yielding and also capable of producing 
seed/ grain, thanks to the barstar gene 
in the second fertile line. 

 
• The CGMCP scientists have deployed the 

barnase-barstar GM technology to create what 
they say is a robust and viable hybridisation 
system in mustard. 

○  This system was used to develop DMH-
11 by crossing a popular Indian mustard 
variety ‘Varuna’ (the barnase line) with 
an East European ‘Early Heera-2’ mutant 
(barstar). 

○ DMH-11 is claimed to have shown an 
average 28% yield increase over Varuna 
in contained field trials carried out by 
the Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR). 

 
What has GEAC now done? 
 

• GEAC is a body responsible for appraisal of 
proposals relating to the “release” of GM 
organisms and products (ordinarily considered 
hazardous) into the environment. 

• In this case, it has recommended the 
environmental release of DMH-11 “for its seed 
production and testing…prior to commercial 
release”. 
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• It has given the green signal for commercial 
cultivation by farmers, with production of seed 
material being the first step. 

• GEAC has also recommended the 
environmental release of DMH-11’s parental 
lines (carrying the barnase and barstar genes) 
for them to be used to develop new hybrids. 
Such hybrids could give even higher yields than 
DHM-11. 

• Mustard varieties in India have a narrow genetic 
base. The barnase-barstar system enables 
breeding of hybrids from a wider range of 
mustards, including those of East European 
origin such as ‘Heera’ and ‘Donskaja’. 

• It is also possible to  introduce new traits 
relating to resistance against disease (alternaria 
blight and stem rot fungus) or canola oil quality 
(zero/ low levels of erucic acid and 
glucosinolates, seen as negative from a health 
standpoint). 

 
Why did it take so long for GEAC to clear? 
 

• There has been opposition to GM crops in 
general, from assorted green groups and.In GM 
mustard, there have been two specific concerns 
voiced as well. 

• The first is the presence of a third ‘bar’ gene, 
which makes GM mustard plants tolerant to the 
spraying of glufosinate ammonium, a chemical 
used for killing weeds.  

○ This, the opponents allege,  will cause 
displacement of manual labour engaged 
in weddings by promoting use of 
chemical herbicides. 

○ The DMH-11 developers, however, say 
that bar is only a marker gene. It is used 
to identify those plants that have been 
genetically modified; the non-GM ones 
cannot withstand application of the 
herbicide — and are necessary for large-
scale seed production. 

○ The GEAC has recommended the “usage 
of any formulation of herbicide 
exclusively for hybrid seed production”, 
while not permitting the same “for 
cultivation in the farmer’s field under 
any situation. 

 
• The second concern is over GM mustard 

threatening or undermining the population of 
honey bees. Mustard flowers are a source of 
nectar for honey bees and many other 
pollinator insects. 

○ The GEAC has cited the report of an 
expert committee under Department of 
Biotechnology scientist Sanjay Kumar 
Mishra and director of the Indian 
Agricultural Research Institute A K Singh, 
which stated that “based on the 
examination of scientific evidences 
available globally-it seems unlikely that 
the bar, barnase and barstar system will 
pose an adverse impact on honey bees 
and other pollinators”. 

• The GEAC has, at the same time, recommended 
that the applicant (CGMCP) should conduct 
“field demonstration studies with respect to the 
effect of [GM mustard] on honey bees and 
other pollinators” post the environmental 
release, “to generate scientific evidence in *the+ 
Indian agro-climatic situation and as a 
precautionary mechanism”. 

 
GM crops in India 
 

• Bt cotton:Bt cotton, the only GM crop that is 
allowed in India, has two alien genes from the 
soil bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) that 
allows the crop to develop a protein toxic to the 
common pest pink bollworm.  

 
○ On the other hand, Bt cotton is derived 

with the insertion of an additional gene, 
from another soil bacterium, which 
allows the plant to resist the common 
herbicide glyphosate. 

 
• Bt Brinjal:In Bt brinjal, a gene allows the plant 

to resist attacks of fruit and shoot borer. 
 

○ In Bt brinjal, a gene permits the plant to 
resist attacks of fruit and shoot borers. 

○ Previously, the government has put on 
hold the commercial release of 
genetically modified (GM) mustard due 
to stiff opposition from anti-GMO 
activists and NGOs. 

 
• Global variants:  

 
○ Across the world, GM variants of maize, 

canola and soybean, too, are available. 
 
Advantages of GM crops 
 

• Production-It improves production and raises 
the farmer’s income.Reduced maturation time.  
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• Pesticide-It reduces the use of pesticide and 
insecticide during farming that might be great 
moves for the betterment of the food supply. 

• Food security-It can feed a rapidly increasing 
population because it shows dramatically 
increased yields. 

• Efficiency-It can produce more in small areas of 
land. 

• More nutritious and tastier.May be possible to 
produce medicines or even vaccines. 

 
Issues associated with GM crops 
 

• Genetic contamination-Since a GMO is 
artificially created, its breeding with the other 
crops in the natural ecosystem can result in 
genetic contamination. 

• Affecting species diversity-Bt. crops can harm 
non-target insects thereby affecting species 
diversity. In the case of Bt. Corn, Monarch 
butterflies feeding on wild milkweed that grows 
near cornfields may be harmed. 

• Super weeds-GM technology could also allow 
the transfer of genes from one crop to another, 
creating “super weeds”, which might be 
immune to common control methods. 

• Commercialisation-Corporate control over 
farming is facilitated by GM technology (with 
accompanying Intellectual Property Rights), 
giving them control over the food supply.  

 
○ From an economic standpoint, this poses 

a risk to long-term food security by 
creating dependence on a single or 
limited number of suppliers. 

• Increased use of chemicals:Though GM Cotton 
was supposed to be more resistant to pests, 
chemical usage (including pesticides) in India’s 
cotton cultivation has actually increased. 

• Inadequate Safety Assessments: The current 
safety assessments are inadequate to catch 
most of the harmful effects from the GM crops. 
Moreover, the regulatory regime in India about 
GM crops has never been assessed thoroughly 
about the GM risk assessment in Indian 
conditions. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• The challenges linked to GM crops need to be 
addressed by governments, especially in the 
areas of safety testing, regulation, industrial 
policy and food labelling. 

• Academia should come forward and help in 
guiding public perception and building 
confidence in the appropriate processes and 
products of GM technology. 

• Any decision on introduction of GM 
technologies must be taken on the basis of 
scientific evidence. 

○ A participatory approach should be 
adopted in order to bring together all 
stakeholders to develop regulatory 
protocols. This would ensure trust in the 
entire process. 

• GM crops can play a major role in ensuring food 
security for the coming generation. 

• There is a need to strengthen, conserve and 
preserve traditional seeds that would ensure 
food security.  

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. GEAC has recently given approvals for field trials of GM mustard. In this light discuss the significance and 

challenges associated with GM crops in India (250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer.  

 
• About GM crops. 
• Field trials of GM mustard 
• Significance of GM crops 
• Challenges associated 
• Suggestions 
• Wayforward and conclusion 
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2. ECONOMY 
 

2.1 Central bank digital currency 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: CBDC is the legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form. It is the same as a fiat 
currency and is exchangeable one-to-one with the fiat currency.CBDCs have the potential to lead to greater 
financial inclusion, but a concept note issued by the Reserve Bank of India also rightly places emphasis on 
consumer protection.More discussion on the implications of CBDCs on bank runs, monetary policy transmission 
and central bank’s balance-sheets is needed to ensure that CBDC is issued with adequate safeguards to counter 
potential risks. 
 
In News: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued a concept note on the Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC). 

 
Static Dimensions 

 
• About Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) 
• Types and design features of CBDCs 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• Background 
• Need of issuing CBDCs  
• Benefits of CBDC 
• Risks associated with CBDC 

 
Content 
Background 
 

• The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) digital rupee 
the Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC)  may 
be introduced in phases beginning with 
wholesale businesses in the current financial 
year. 

• In the Budget speech on February 1, Finance 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had said that the 
central bank would launch the CBDC in the 
financial year 2022-23. 

• RBI, which has repeatedly voiced its opposition 
to private digital currencies, had proposed to 
the government in October last year to widen 
the scope of the paper rupee to include 
currency in a digital form. 

• RBI had proposed amendments to the Reserve 
Bank of India Act, 1934, which would enable it 
to launch a CBDC.  

 
About Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) 
 

• A CBDC is a central-bank-issued digital money 
denominated in a sovereign currency. It is the 
same as cash but in digital form. It will be used 
as a medium of exchange rather than as an 
asset. 

• CBDC is the legal tender issued  in a digital form. 
It is the same as a fiat currency and is 
exchangeable one-to-one with the fiat 
currency.  

○ Only its form is different.” The digital fiat 
currency or CBDC can be transacted 
using wallets backed by blockchain. 

• Though the concept of CBDCs was directly 
inspired by Bitcoin, it is different from 
decentralised virtual currencies and crypto 
assets, which are not issued by the state and 
lack the ‘legal tender’ status. 

• CBDCs enable the user to conduct both 
domestic and cross-border transactions which 
do not require a third party or a bank. 

 
Types and design features of CBDCs 
 

• Based on the accessibility, the concept note 
distinguishes between wholesale and retail 
CBDCs.  

 
○ Retail CBDC would be available for use 

by all: private sector, non-financial 
consumers and businesses.  

○ Wholesale CBDCs are designed for 
restricted access by financial institutions. 
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• The possibility of using wholesale CBDCs for 
buying assets such as government securities, 
commercial papers and primary auctions for 
government securities bypassing the bank 
route. 

• Retail CBDC is an electronic version of cash. 
CBDC can provide an alternative medium of 
making digital payments in case of operational 
or technical problems leading to disruption in 
other payment system infrastructures. 

• CBDC can be token-based or account-based. 
○  A token-based CBDC is a digital token 

representing a claim on the central 
bank.  

• The transfer of tokens would entail transfer of 
ownership similar to handing over banknotes 
from one person to another. 

• Tokens would be stored through “wallets” 
similar to the technology employed by 
cryptocurrency users. 

○ In an account-based CBDC, the central 
bank would hold accounts for users of 
the CBDC. 

• Money would be held as credit balances in 
accounts.  

• Both designs will have separate legal 
considerations and will require suitable 
amendments to the legal framework. 

 

Need of issuing CBDCs  
 

• Currently, 105 countries are exploring CBDC, 
accounting for 95 per cent of the global GDP.  

○ These include 19 of the G20 countries, as 
per Atlantic Council’s data. Out of these, 
50 countries are in an advanced phase of 
exploration: launch, pilot or 
development. 

• A review of international experience suggests 
that one of the key motivations for issuing 
CBDCs has been to foster financial inclusion. 

○ For instance, in the Bahamas, the Sand 
Dollar was introduced in order to 
facilitate financial inclusion because its 
population was spread across 30 islands, 
many of them remote. 

• In countries facing dwindling usage of cash, 
such as Sweden, central banks issue CBDCs as a 
digital complement to cash.  

○ Some countries, such as Japan are 
exploring CBDCs as a payment 
instrument alongside cash and also to 
ensure stability and efficiency of the 
payments system. 

• A key motivation behind issuing CBDCs in India 
is to reduce the cost of physical cash 
management. 

○ A CBDC would reduce costs related to 
printing, storage, transportation and 
replacement of banknotes. 

○ Despite significant push to digitisation, 
the usage of cash remains high, 
particularly for small value transactions. 

○ Cash is favoured for its anonymity. If 
reasonable anonymity is assured, the 
public may shift from cash to the CBDC 
for regular transactions and small value 
payments, thus furthering digitisation. 

 
Benefits of CBDC 
 

• Introduction of CBDC has the potential to 
provide significant benefits, such as reduced 
dependency on cash, higher seigniorage due to 
lower transaction costs, and reduced 
settlement risk. 

• Introduction of CBDC would also possibly lead 
to a more robust, efficient, trusted, regulated 
and legal tender-based payments option. 

• RBI has repeatedly flagged concerns over 
money laundering, terror financing, tax evasion, 
etc with private cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, 
Ether, etc. 
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○  Introducing its own CBDC has been seen 
as a way to bridge the advantages and 
risks of digital currency 

• CBDCs as a safe alternative to private virtual 
currencies. 

• There are several models proposed by 
technology experts and evangelists on how the 
digital rupee could be transacted, and the 
formal announcement by the RBI will likely 
provide the details.  

○ One chief difference could be that a 
digital rupee transaction would be 
instantaneous as opposed to the current 
digital payment experience. 

• If there are concerns about the banking sector’s 
health or during economic instability, 
depositors may switch from bank deposits to 
CBDCs. 

• Introduction of CBDCs could support 
competition and innovation in payments and 
settlements by providing another avenue to the 
public. 

○ CBDCs could potentially promote 
financial inclusion by making financial 
services more accessible to the 
unbanked and underbanked population. 

○ This would require suitable design 
choices including offline functionality of 
CBDCs. 
 

Risks associated with CBDC 
 

• Potential cybersecurity threat. 
• Lack of digital literacy of the population. 
• Threat to Privacy-The digital currency must 

collect certain basic information of an individual 
so that the person can prove that he’s the 
holder of that digital currency. 

• The roll out of CBDCs has many potential 
benefits, it may also pose risks to financial 
stability. 

○  The risks would vary depending upon 
whether the CBDC is interest-bearing 

(remunerated) or non-interest bearing 
(non-remunerated). 

• If accounts with central banks offer interest, 
then there will be an incentive for people to 
move their deposits in banks to CBDC accounts.  

○ This could have adverse implications for 
credit creation by commercial banks. 
Banks would have to offer higher 
interest rates on deposits, thus 
increasing their cost of funding. 

• Banks may be compelled to pass on the 
additional costs to borrowers. 

○ They may also turn to riskier sources for 
generating higher returns.  

○ The reliance on central bank’s liquidity 
could also increase. 

• If a CBDC is non-remunerated, the incentive to 
shift from bank deposits would be lesser. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• There are associated risks, no doubt, but they 
need to be carefully evaluated against the 
potential benefits. 

• The financial data collected on digital currency 
transactions will be sensitive in nature, and the 
government will have to carefully think through 
the regulatory design. 

○ This would require close interaction 
between the banking and data 
protection regulators. 

• The RBI will have to map the technology 
landscape thoroughly and proceed cautiously 
with picking the correct technology for 
introducing CBDCs. 

• The data stored with the central bank in a 
centralised system will hold grave security risks, 
and robust data security systems will have to be 
set up to prevent data breaches. 

• It would be the RBI’s endeavour, as we move 
forward in the direction of India’s CBDC, to take 
the necessary steps which would reiterate the 
leadership position of India in payment systems. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Central bank digital currency has the potential to revolutionise the payment ecosystem in the country. 

Critically discuss (250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about CBDC 
• Need for CBDC 
• Benefits associated 
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• Risks involved 
• Wayforward and conclusion 

 
 

3. ENIVORNMENT 
 

3.1 Climate change and health 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: The Lancet report this year reveals we are at a critical juncture. Climate change is driving 
severe health impacts all around the world, while the persistent global fossil fuel dependence compounds these 
health harms amidst multiple global crises, keeping households vulnerable to volatile fossil fuel markets, exposed 
to energy poverty, and dangerous levels of air pollution.Governments and companies continue to follow 
strategies that increasingly threaten the health and survival of all people alive today, and of future 
generations.Global warming and climate change is intricately related to human health and India needs to do 
something seriously in this space. 
 
In News: Recently a report was released titled Lancet countdown on health and climate change: health at the 
mercy of fossil fuels, showing that from 2000-2004 to 2017-2021, heat-related deaths increased by 55% in India. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• What is Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change Report? 
 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on news 
• Findings of the report related to India 
• Challenges in India 
• Recommendations 

 
Content 
 
According to a fact sheet on the specific impacts on 
India which uses data from the report but is not itself a 
part of the report climate change is affecting almost 
every pillar of food security. 
 
More on news 
 

• Ahead of this year’s United Nations climate 
change conference (COP27), a major new report 
has said that the continued dependence on 
fossil fuels is compounding the health impacts 
of the multiple crises the world is facing — 
including the fallouts of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the war in Ukraine, the cost of living crisis, and 
climate change. 

• This report comes ahead of this year's United 
Nations climate change conference (COP27), to 
be held in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt. 

• The report represents the work of 99 experts 
from 51 institutions, including the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) and the World 
Meteorological Organisation (WMO). 

 
What is Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate 
Change Report? 
 

• The Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate 
Change, published annually, is an international, 
multidisciplinary collaboration, dedicated to 
monitoring the evolving health profile of 
climate change, and providing an independent 
assessment of the delivery of commitments 
made by governments worldwide under the 
Paris Agreement. 

• The countries considered in the modelling study 
represent 50% of the world’s population and 
70% of the world’s emissions – Brazil, China, 
Germany, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, South 
Africa, the UK and the US. 

• The Lancet Countdown report was established 
following the 2015 Lancet Commission on 
Health and Climate Change. 
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• It tracks 43 indicators across five key domains: 
○ Climate Change impacts, Exposures and 

Vulnerability; adaptation, Planning, and 
resilience for health; mitigation actions 
and health co-benefits; economics and 
finance and public and political 
engagement. 

 
Findings of the report related to India 
 

• Food Security-The duration of the growth 
season for maize has decreased by 2%, 
compared to a 1981-2010 baseline, while rice 
and winter wheat have each decreased by 1%. 

• Health of Infants and old age-From 2012-2021, 
infants under one year old experienced an 
average of 72 million more person-days of 
heatwaves per year, compared to 1985-2005. 

 
○ For the same period, adults over 65 

experienced 301 million more person-
days. 

○ On average, from 2012-2021, each infant 
experienced an additional 0.9 heatwave 
days per year while adults over 65 
experienced an additional 3.7 per 
person, compared to 1986-2021. 

• Heat related deaths-From 2000-2004 to 2017-
2021, heat-related deaths increased by 55% in 
India. 

• Pollution-An estimated over 3,30,000 people 
died in India due to exposure to particulate 
matter from fossil fuel combustion in 2020, says 
the 2022 report. 

• Productivity-In 2021, Indians lost 167.2 billion 
potential labour hours due to heat exposure 
with income losses equivalent to about 5.4% of 
national GDP. 

• Diseases- From 1951-1960 to 2012-2021, the 
number of months suitable for dengue 
transmission by Aedes aegypti rose by 1.69%, 
reaching 5.6 months each year. 

 
Challenges in India 
 

• India had a net negative carbon price, indicating 
that the government was effectively subsidising 
fossil fuels.  

○ India allocated a net 34 billion USD 
*around ₹2,80,000 crore+ to this in 2019 
alone, equivalent to 37.5% of the 
country’s national health spending that 
year.  

• Biomass accounted for 61% of household 
energy in 2019, while fossil fuels accounted for 
another 20%.  

• With this high reliance on these fuels, average 
household concentrations of particulate matter 
exceeded the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
recommendation by 27-fold nationally and 35-
fold in rural homes. 

 
Recommendations 
 

• These are early warnings and we  need to take 
mitigation measures like adapting heat action 
plans in each city. 

○  For instance, the Ahmedabad heat 
action plan that has shown mortality can 
be reduced, should be adapted 
everywhere. 

• The burning of dirty fuels needs to be 
minimised as soon as possible to reduce the 
accompanying health impacts. 

○ Improvement in air quality will help to 
prevent deaths resulting from exposure 
to fossil fuel-derived particulate matter. 

• Develop climate solutions that are 
proportionate to the scale of the problem. The 
climate crisis is endangering not only the health 
of the planet, but also the health of people 
everywhere, through toxic air pollution, 
decreased food security, increased risks of 
infectious disease outbreaks, extreme heat, 
drought, floods, etc. 

• Therefore, governments should pay more 
attention to and invest more resources in 
environmental protection. 

 
 
Wayforward 
 

• Focus on Preventive measures like 
enhancement of green spaces (strategic 
planting and less pruning of trees to provide 
more shade). 

• All the efforts must be made to achieve the 
targets of the Paris climate treaty. 

• Accelerating the transition to clean energy and 
energy efficiency will help prevent further 
increases in climate change-related death and 
disease and deliver immediate health benefits 
through improved energy access and security, 
cleaner air, healthier diets and lifestyles, and 
more liveable cities.. 

• In India, 45% of urban centres are classified as 
moderately green or above. An urban redesign 



 

  
  14             www.journalsofindia.com                    Monthly Mains Manifesto 
 

that puts health first can provide increased 
green spaces that reduce urban heat, improve 

air quality, and benefit physical and mental 
health. 

 
 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Climate change can have an adverse impact on the health of Indians. Analyse in light of findings of Lancet 

report recently published. Also suggests measures to reduce the impact of climate change. (250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about the issue 
• Findings of the report 
• Challenges in India 
• Suggestions 
• Wayforward and Conclusion 

 

4. GEOGRAPHY 
 

4.1 Changing Monsoon pattern in India 
 
Manifest Pedagogy:The heavy October rainfall over North and Northwest India underscores the changing 
patterns of monsoon activity over the subcontinent. Driven by climate change, the 'normal' has shifted, and the 
country may soon have to make adjustments in a range of sectors. There is an urgent need to tackle the issue of 
climate change which is severely impacting India’s monsoon pattern. This calls for concerted effort at the 
national and global level to reduce GHGs emission to mitigate the impact of climate change. 
 
In News: Monsoon rainfall in India has been surplus by around 7% this year though with extreme inequity.  

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• About Monsoon 
 
Current Dimensions 
 

• Changing monsoon patterns 
• Longer rainy season 
• Climate change is responsible for changing monsoon in India 
• A challenge for forecasting 
• Impact on of changing pattern on different sectors 

 
 
 
Content 
 
About Monsoon 
 

• The seasonal reversal of wind direction during a 
year accompanied by corresponding changes in 
precipitation. 

• The monsoon or southwest monsoon is a sea-
breeze from the Arabian Sea and the Bay of 

Bengal that officially onsets over Kerala on June 
1 and retreats from Rajasthan by the end of 
September. 

• It is then replaced by the retreating, or 
northeast monsoon in November which is the 
key source of rainfall for several parts of Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and north interior 
Karnataka. 
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Changing monsoon patterns 
 

• Surplus precipitation:Central and southern 
India saw a sharp surge in rainfall.  

 
○ Rains in Central India were surplus by 

20% and in southern India by 25%, with 
the last month seeing several instances 
of flooding in Kerala, Karnataka and 
Madhya Pradesh.  

 
• Deficit:On the other hand, large parts of U. P., 

Bihar, Odisha have seen large deficits. The east 
and northeast of India have reported a 17% 
shortfall and the northwest 2%.  

• Incessant rain over Delhi and several other 
parts of North and Northwest India over the last 
few days provide further evidence of the 
shifting patterns in monsoon activity over the 
Indian subcontinent. 

 
• More intense-Not only has monsoon rainfall 

become more erratic — fewer rainy days but 
more intense rain — the monsoon season, 
earlier confined neatly to the four-month June-
September period, is clearly spilling over into 
October now. 

 
○ This has been officially recognised. Three 

years ago, the India Meteorological 
Department (IMD) had revised the 
expected dates of onset and withdrawal 
of the monsoon for several regions of 
the country.  

 
• The withdrawal dates for North, Northwest and 

Central India were pushed back by one to two 
weeks to account for the trends witnessed over 
the last 50 years. 

• Thus, the October rainfall over North India of 
the kind that happened over the last few days 
should no longer surprise anyone. It should in 
fact, be increasingly seen as the norm rather 
than an exception. 

• Delhi and its surrounding areas had received 
pretty good rainfall in October 2021 as well — 
so much so that Delhi had its fourth wettest 
October of the last 120 years.  

 
○ Considering the huge amounts of rain 

that have fallen in the first 10 days of 
this month — eight times more than the 
normal — this October could turn out to 
be even wetter than last year’s. 

 
 
Longer rainy season 
 

• In any case, rainfall in October — after the 
traditional date of withdrawal of the southwest 
monsoon — isn’t entirely unheard of.  

○ It has happened in several previous 
years as well. But the rain in those years 
was mostly caused by different, often 
local, atmospheric phenomena. 

• What is being witnessed in more recent years is 
a clear prolongation of the monsoon season. 
The nature of rainfall is very different — it is not 
a short-duration heavy downpour, but 
sustained rain over a few days. 

• The recent spell of rainfall over Western Uttar 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Eastern 
Rajasthan and Delhi were a result of the 
interaction of monsoon winds, moving east to 
west, with the western disturbance wind 
system.  

• Such interactions happen several times during 
the monsoon season. 

 
Climate change is responsible for changing monsoon 
in India 
 

• Like most of the changes being witnessed in 
global weather patterns, the changing trends in 
the Indian monsoon are also being driven 
primarily by climate change. 

• In line with the experience in many other parts 
of the world, rainfall in India is increasingly 
taking place in short, intense bursts.  
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○ Extreme rainfall events are increasing 
both in intensity and frequency. 

• The extension of the monsoon season could 
also be seen as a consequence of global 
warming. 

• A robust study to establish the cause and effect 
relationship is yet to be done, but one possible 
reason for the spillover of monsoon rainfall to 
October could be the fact that the oceans (Bay 
of Bengal and Arabian Sea) are now warmer 
than earlier. 

 
• Warmer ocean currents help the formation of 

monsoon winds. Earlier, rainfall during the 
monsoon season would bring down the 
temperature of the ocean.  

○ But possibly because of global warming, 
the oceans continue to remain warm 
even after the traditional monsoon 
season is over.  

○ The oceans could thus be playing a role 
in keeping the monsoon alive beyond 
the traditional period,” Rajeevan said. 

 
• Global warming is affecting rainfall patterns in 

other ways too. A warmer atmosphere has a 
greater capacity to hold water.  

○ When this water is finally released, it 
often results in a heavier downpour than 
would be expected otherwise. 

○ This accounts in part for the increasing 
instances of extreme rainfall events. 

 
• Persistence of intense La Nina conditions, the 

abnormal warming of East Indian Ocean, 
negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), southward 
movement of most of the monsoon depressions 
and lows and pre-monsoon heating over the 
Himalayan region and melting glaciers. 

○ Triple dip’ La Nina:India is seeing an 
extended spell of the La Nina, called a 
‘triple dip’ La Nina which is a 
phenomenon lasting across three winter 
seasons in the northern hemisphere.  

 
A challenge for forecasting 
 

• The changing patterns and increased instances 
of erratic monsoon behaviour is creating 
forecasting complications for the IMD. 

• Once infamous for its unreliable and generic 
forecasts, the IMD has over the past 10-12 
years, invested heavily in setting up 
observational equipment, upgrading computing 

resources, and fine-tuning weather forecast 
models.  

• It continues to battle public perception in many 
cases, the IMD’s forecasts are now not just far 
more accurate and specific, they are also 
impact-based and actionable. 

• The increased variability in weather systems 
brought about by climate change is threatening 
to dilute the gains made in recent years. 

• Today, IMD is able to provide fairly good 
forecasts. It may not be 100 percent accurate, 
but it is at par with any other weather 
forecasting agency in the world.  

• The current spell of rain in Delhi and other 
areas was forecast accurately well in advance. 
But climate change is posing a big challenge. 

 
Impact on of changing pattern on differnt sectors 
 

• Monsoon rainfall is not just a weather 
phenomenon. It is a key driver of the Indian 
economy.  

 
• Indian agriculture still depends on monsoon 

rainfall for irrigation.  
○ One of the major impacts of changes in 

track of monsoon systems can be seen 
on kharif crops, particularly rice 
production.  

○ The uneven distribution of rain may 
impact the quality of the grain as well as 
the nutrition value may vary. 

 
• Study-‘Climate change, the monsoon, and rice 

yield in India’, very high temperatures (> 35°C) 
induce heat stress and affect plant physiological 
processes, leading to spikelet sterility, non-
viable pollen and reduced grain quality. 

○ Not just the preferred time of sowing of 
crops, but the entire cropping cycle — 
even the choice of crops — might need 
to be changed. 

 
• The supply of drinking water and the generation 

of electricity are also linked to the monsoon. 
• Dams-There are implications for dam 

management as well. Most reservoirs in the 
northern and central parts of the country seek 
to attain full capacity levels by the end of 
September because not much rain is expected 
after that.  

○ But if the monsoon consistently spills 
over into October, as is being predicted, 
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this practice would need to be revised as 
well. 

• The other sectors are yet to react to the change 
in monsoon calendar that was announced by 
the IMD three years ago, but it will not be long 
before they are forced to respond. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• Forecasting-There is a need to set up more 
observation stations, collect more data, and do 
more computing. Capacity upgradation has to 
be a continuous exercise. 

• With a warming climate, more moisture will be 
held in the atmosphere, leading to heavier 
rainfall, consequently, inter-annual variability of 
the monsoon will increase in future. The 
country needs to prepare for this change. 

• Need to take effective and timely steps not just 
at the domestic front (National Action Plan on 
Climate Change) but also at the international 
front (UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change). 

• The current atmospheric carbon dioxide (CO2) 
concentrations are higher than at any time in 
the last two million years.  

 
○ To align with a 1.5°C target of limiting 

warming, global CO2 emissions must 
reach net zero around 2050, with global 
GHG emissions reaching net-zero 15-20 
years later.  

• Agriculture must shift towards climate smart 
agriculture which is sustainable. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Driven by climate change, the monsoon pattern in India is changing.The 'normal' has shifted, and the country 

may soon have to make adjustments in a range of sectors. Discuss (250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer 
 
• Introduction about gravity of the situation 
• Changing monsoon pattern in India 
• Climate change and how it is responsible. 
• Impact on various sectors 
• Remedial steps to be taken 
• Wayforward and conclusion. 

 
 

5. LAW AND POLICY 
 

5.1 Supreme Court Collegium 
 
Manifest Pedagogy:The collegium system is not rooted in the Constitution or a specific law promulgated by 
Parliament but has evolved through judgments of the Supreme Court.The collegium system allows judges to 
appoint and transfer themselves. It has been debated for long, and sometimes blamed for tussles between the 
judiciary and the executive, and the slow pace of judicial appointments. It's high time to revisit the system to 
make the judiciary more responsive and accountable. 
 
In News: With two of the five-member Supreme Court Collegium against a proposal to recommend four new 
judges to the top court through a written note instead of a formal meeting, Chief Justice of India U U Lalit is 
learnt to have written to them again, seeking reconsideration of their stand. 
 
Static Dimensions 
 

• The Collegium system 
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• Role of Government 
• What does the Constitution say on the appointment of judges in the higher judiciary 
• Evolution of collegium system 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on news 
• Importance of collegium system 
• Criticism of the collegium system 
• ARC recommendations 
• Best Practices around the world 

 
Content 
 
More on news 
 

• As per convention, the government writes to 
the outgoing CJI before his retirement and the 
CJI recommends the name of the most senior 
judge as the successor about a month before 
retirement. 

• Once a new name is recommended, the 
incumbent CJI usually refrains from taking 
decisions on appointment of judges. 

• Despite CJI Lalit’s letter, the two judges are firm 
that the process of “holding a Collegium 
meeting by circulation” instead of face-to-face 
deliberations is unheard of and they cannot be 
party to it. 

 
The Collegium system 
 

• The collegium system is the way by which 
judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts 
are appointed and transferred.  

• The collegium system is not rooted in the 
Constitution or a specific law promulgated by 
Parliament, it has evolved through judgments of 
the Supreme Court. 

• The Supreme Court Collegium is a five-member 
body, which is headed by the incumbent CJI and 
comprises the four other senior most judges of 
the court at that time. 

•  A High Court collegium is led by the incumbent 
Chief Justice and four other senior most judges 
of that court. By its very nature, the 
composition of the collegium keeps changing. 

• Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed 
only through the collegium system, and the 
government has a role only after names have 
been decided by the collegium.  

○ Names recommended for appointment 
by a High Court collegium reach the 

government only after approval by the 
CJI and the Supreme Court collegium. 

• By its very nature, the composition of the 
collegium keeps changing, and its members 
serve only for the time they occupy their 
positions of seniority on the Bench before they 
retire. 

 
Role of Government 
 

• The role of the government in this entire 
process is limited to getting an inquiry 
conducted by the Intelligence Bureau (IB) if a 
lawyer is to be elevated as a judge in a High 
Court or the Supreme Court. 

•  The government can also raise objections and 
seek clarifications regarding the collegium’s 
choices, but if the collegium reiterates the same 
names, the government is bound to appoint 
them. 

• Sometimes the government delays making the 
appointments, especially in cases where the 
government is perceived to be unhappy with 
one or more judges recommended for 
appointment by the collegium.  

• Supreme Court judges have sometimes 
expressed anguish over such delays. 
 

What does the Constitution say on the appointment 
of judges in the higher judiciary? 
 

• Articles 124(2) of the Constitution deal with the 
appointment of judges to the Supreme Court..  

○ The appointments are made by the 
President, who is required to hold 
consultations with “such of the judges of 
the Supreme Court and of the High 
Courts” as he may think is needed.  

○ But the Constitution does not lay down 
any process for making these 
appointments. 
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○ Article 124(2): “Every Judge of the 
Supreme Court shall be appointed by the 
President by warrant under his hand and 
seal after consultation with such of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court and of the 
High Courts in the States as the 
President may deem necessary for the 
purpose and shall hold office until he 
attains the age of sixty-five years.  

○ Provided that in the case of appointment 
of a Judge other than the Chief Justice, 
the Chief Justice of India shall always be 
consulted. 

 
• Article 217 says: “Every Judge of a High Court 

shall be appointed by the President by warrant 
under his hand and seal after consultation with 
the Chief Justice of India, the Governor of the 
State, and, in the case of appointment of a 
Judge other than the Chief Justice, the Chief 
Justice of the High Court. 

 
Evolution of collegium system 
 

• 1st Judges case-In ‘SP Gupta Vs Union of India’, 
1981, the Supreme Court by a majority 
judgement held that the concept of primacy of 
the CJI was not really rooted in the Constitution. 

○  It held that the proposal for 
appointment to a High Court could 
emanate from any of the constitutional 
functionaries mentioned in Article 217, 
and not necessarily from the Chief 
Justice of the High Court. 

○ The Constitution Bench also held that 
the term “consultation” used in Articles 
124 and 217 did not mean 
“concurrence” – therefore, although the 
President will consult these 
functionaries, his decision was not 
bound to be in concurrence with all of 
them. 

 
• 2nd Judges case-In ‘The Supreme Court 

Advocates-on-Record Association Vs Union of 
India’, 1993, a nine-judge Constitution Bench 
overturned the decision in ‘SP Gupta’, and 
devised a specific procedure called the 
‘Collegium System’ for the appointment and 
transfer of judges in the higher judiciary.  

○ Ushering in the collegium system, the 
verdict in the Second Judges Case said 
that the recommendation should be 
made by the CJI in consultation with his 

two senior most colleagues, and that 
such recommendation should normally 
be given effect to by the executive. 

 
• 3rd Judges case-The Supreme Court laid down 

that the recommendation should be made by 
the CJI and his four seniormost colleagues 
instead of two, as laid down by the verdict in 
the Second Judges Case.  

○ It also held that Supreme Court judges 
who hailed from the High Court for 
which the proposed name came, should 
also be consulted. 

○ It was also held that even if two judges 
gave an adverse opinion, the CJI should 
not send the recommendation to the 
government. 
 

Importance of collegium system 
 

• It separates the judiciary from the influence of 
the executive and legislative.  

• The executive organ is not a specialist or does 
not have the knowledge regarding the 
requirements of the Judge. Therefore, it is 
better if the collegium system appoints Judges. 

• The government handling the transfers and 
appointments is prone to nepotism.  

• The system has worked well to some extent and 
has produced some of the finest judges of our 
times. 

 
Criticism of the collegium system 
 

• The system is non-transparent, since it does not 
involve any official mechanism or secretariat. 

• It is seen as a closed-door affair with no 
prescribed norms regarding eligibility criteria, or 
even the selection procedure. 

• There is no public knowledge of how and when 
a collegium meets, and how it takes its 
decisions. There are no official minutes of 
collegium proceedings. 

• Lawyers too are usually in the dark on whether 
their names have been considered for elevation 
as a judge. 

• The collegium system of appointment and 
transfer of judges of the higher judiciary has 
been debated for long, and sometimes blamed 
for tussles between the judiciary and the 
executive, and the slow pace of judicial 
appointments. 

• The collegium system prefers practising lawyers 
rather than appointing and promoting “judges 
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of the subordinate judiciary,” which often 
comprises a diverse pool of candidates.  

• The selection of judges by collegium is 
undemocratic. Since judges are not accountable 
to the people or representative of peoples i.e. 
executive or legislative. 

 
ARC recommendations 
 

• The 2nd Administrative Reforms 
Commission  recommended that the 
appointment of judges to higher courts should 
be through the participation of the executive, 
legislature and the Chief Justice. 

•  It should be a process above day-to-day 
politics.  

• The National Judicial Council should be 
authorised to lay down the code of conduct for 
judges, including the subordinate judiciary.  

• The proposed council should be entrusted with 
the task of recommending appointments of 
Supreme Court and High Court Judges.  

• NJC should also be entrusted with the task of 
oversight of the Judges and should be 
empowered to inquire into alleged misconduct 
and impose minor penalties along with the 
power to remove the judge if warranted. 

• The President should have the powers to 
remove a Supreme Court or High Court Judge. 

• The council should have the following 
composition:The Vice President as Chairperson 
of the Council,The Prime Minister,The Speaker 
of the Lok Sabha,The Chief Justice of India,The 
Law Minister,The Leader of the Opposition in 
the Lok Sabha,The Leader of the Opposition in 
the Rajya Sabha. 

 
Best Practices around the world 
 

• UK-SC judges are appointed by a five-person 
selection commission. 

 
○ It consists of the SC President, his 

deputy, and one member each 
appointed by the JACs of England, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland. (The JACs 
comprise lay persons, members of the 
judiciary and the Bar and make 
appointments of judges of lower courts.) 

 
• Canada-Appointments are made by the 

Governor in Council. 

○ A selection panel comprising five MPs 
(from the government and the 
opposition) reviews the list of nominees 
and submits 3 names to the Prime 
Minister. 

 
• USA-Appointments are made by the President. 

○ Supreme Court Justices are nominated 
by the President and confirmed by the 
United States Senate. 

 
• Germany-Appointments are made by election. 

○ Half the members of the Federal 
Constitutional Court are elected by the 
executive and half by the legislature. 

 
• France-Appointments are made by the 

President. 
○ The President receives proposals for 

appointments from the Conseil 
Superieur de la Magistrature. 

 
Way Forward 

 
• There is a need to think about the collegium 

system so that appointments in higher judiciary 
can be accelerated. 

• There should be an institutional basis for 
considering names from the Supreme Court Bar, 
rather than considering them on an ad hoc 
basis. 

 
○ It should be done as a rule and not as an 

exception. 
• The “thought process” of both the government 

and Collegium should be modulated and the 
time frame needed to be fixed for both the 
Collegium and Ministry to complete the 
appointment process. 

• The NJAC should be amended to make sure that 
the judiciary retains independence in its 
decisions and re-introduced in some form or 
the other. 

•  A written manual should be released by the 
Supreme Court which should be followed during 
appointments and records of all meetings 
should be in the public domain in order to 
ensure transparency and rule-based process. 

• Apart from reforming the collegium system, the 
quality of judges can also be improved through 
the implementation of All India Judicial Services 
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Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Supreme court collegium system is majorly responsible for huge pendency of cases in Indian court’s and its 

high time to revisit the system. Critically discuss.(250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about the issue of pendency 
• SC collegium and delayed appointments 
• Importance of the system 
• Issues with the system. 
• Suggestions and best practise comparison 
• Wayforward and Conclusion. 

 

5.2 Parliamentary committees 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: A revamp of the Standing Committees of Parliament recently could potentially worsen the 
relations between the government and opposition parties.Political polarisation and the shrinking middle ground 
has been leading to increasingly rancorous debates in Parliament, and so a great deal of legislative business ends 
up taking place in the Parliamentary Committees instead.There is a need to strengthen the parliamentary 
committees rather than bypassing them for the betterment of the parliamentary democracy. 
 
In News: Recently 22 standing committees of the parliament were revamped by the ruling party. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• About Committees of Parliament 
• The various Committees of Parliament 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on news 
• Discussions/ debates in the Parliamentary Committees differ from those in Parliament 
• Constitution of committees 
• How important are the recommendations of the Committees? 
• Importance of Parliamentary Committees in Indian democracy 
• Challenges in working of the Parliament committees. 

 
Content 
More on news 
 

• Of the 22 committees announced on Tuesday, 
the Congress has the post of chairperson in only 
one, and the second largest opposition party, 
Trinamool Congress, none.  

• The ruling BJP has the chairmanship of the 
important committees on Home, Finance, IT, 
Defence and External Affairs. 

 
About Committees of Parliament 
 

• Legislative business begins when a Bill is 
introduced in either House of Parliament. But 

the process of lawmaking is often complex, and 
Parliament has limited time for detailed 
discussions.  

• Also, the political polarisation and shrinking 
middle ground has been leading to increasingly 
rancorous and inconclusive debates in 
Parliament — as a result of which a great deal 
of legislative business ends up taking place in 
the Parliamentary Committees instead. 

• A Parliamentary Committee is a panel of MPs 
that is appointed or elected by the House or 
nominated by the Speaker, and which works 
under the direction of the Speaker.  
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○ It presents its report to the House or to 

the Speaker. 
• Parliamentary Committees have their origins in 

the British Parliament.  
• They draw their authority from Article 105, 

which deals with the privileges of MPs, and 
Article 118, which gives Parliament authority to 
make rules to regulate its procedure and 
conduct of business. 

 
The various Committees of Parliament 
 

• Broadly, Parliamentary Committees can be 
classified into Financial Committees, 
Departmentally Related Standing Committees, 
Other Parliamentary Standing Committees, and 
Ad hoc Committees. 

• The Financial Committees include the Estimates 
Committee, Public Accounts Committee, and 
the Committee on Public Undertakings. These 
committees were constituted in 1950. 

• Seventeen Departmentally Related Standing 
Committees came into being in 1993, when 
Shivraj Patil was Speaker of Lok Sabha, to 
examine budgetary proposals and crucial 
government policies.  

 
○ The aim was to increase Parliamentary 

scrutiny, and to give members more 
time and a wider role in examining 
important legislation. 

○ The number of Committees was 
subsequently increased to 24. Each of 
these Committees has 31 members — 21 
from Lok Sabha and 10 from Rajya 
Sabha. 

 
• Ad hoc Committees are appointed for a specific 

purpose. 
 

○ They cease to exist after they have 
completed the task assigned to them, 
and have submitted a report to the 
House.  

○ The principal Ad hoc Committees are the 
Select and Joint Committees on Bills. 
Committees like the Railway Convention 
Committee, Committee on Food 
Management and Security in Parliament 
House Complex, etc. also come under 
the category of Ad hoc Committees. 

 
• Parliament can also constitute a Joint 

Parliamentary Committee (JPC) with a special 
purpose, with members from both Houses, for 
detailed scrutiny of a subject or Bill.  

 
○ Also, either of the two Houses can set up 

a Select Committee with members from 
that House. 

○ JPCs and Select Committees are usually 
chaired by ruling party MPs, and are 
disbanded after they have submitted 
their report. 

 
Discussions/ debates in the Parliamentary 
Committees differ from those in Parliament 
 

• The time to speak on a Bill is allocated 
according to the size of the party in the House. 
MPs often do not get adequate time to put 
forward their views in Parliament, even if they 
are experts on the subject. 

• Committees are small groups with relatively less 
demands on their time.In these meetings, every 
MP gets a chance and the time to contribute to 
the discussion. Parliament has only around 100 
sittings a year. 

 
○ Committee meetings are independent of 

Parliament’s calendar. 
• Also, because the discussions are confidential 

and off-camera, party affiliations usually do not 
come in the way of MPs speaking their minds in 
ways they are unable to do in Parliament, 
whose proceedings are telecast live and 
members are often constrained to speak to 
their constituencies. 

• As a result, many MPs concede that “real 
discussions” happen inside the Committees — 
agreeing in principle with the former US 
President Woodrow Wilson who observed that 
“Congress in session is Congress on public 
exhibition, whilst Congress in its committee 
rooms is Congress at work”. 

• The Committees work closely with multiple 
Ministries, and facilitate inter-ministerial 
coordination.  

• Bills that are referred to Committees often 
return to the House with significant value-
addition. 

• The Committees look into the demands for 
grants of Ministries/departments, examine Bills 
pertaining to them, consider their annual 
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reports, and look into their long-term plans and 
report to Parliament. 

 
Constitution of committees 
 

• There are 16 Departmentally Related Standing 
Committees for Lok Sabha and eight for Rajya 
Sabha; however, every Committee has 
members from both Houses. 

• Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha panels are headed 
by members of these respective Houses. 

• Among the important Lok Sabha panels are: 
Agriculture; Coal; Defence; External Affairs; 
Finance; Communications & Information 
Technology; Labour; Petroleum & Natural Gas; 
and Railways. The important Rajya Sabha panels 
include Commerce; Education; Health & Family 
Welfare; Home Affairs; and Environment. 

• There are other Standing Committees for each 
House, such as the Business Advisory 
Committee and the Privileges Committee.  

 
○ The Presiding Officer of each House 

nominates members to these panels. 
○  A Minister is not eligible for election or 

nomination to Financial Committees, 
and certain Departmentally Related 
Committees. 

• Presiding Officers use their discretion to refer a 
matter to a Parliamentary Committee, but this 
is usually done in consultation with leaders of 
parties in the House. 

 
• The appointment of heads of the Committees is 

also done in a similar way. 
○ By convention, the main Opposition 

party gets the post of PAC chairman; it is 
currently with the Congress.  

○ Chairmanship of some key committees 
has been allocated to opposition parties 
in the past.  

○ However, this pattern has changed in the 
latest rejig. 

• The heads of the panels schedule their 
meetings. They play a clear role in preparing the 
agenda and the annual report, and can take 
decisions in the interest of the efficient 
management of the Committee. 

○  The chairperson presides over the 
meetings and can decide who should be 
summoned before the panel. 

 
• An invitation to appear before a Parliamentary 

Committee is equivalent to a summons from a 

court: If one cannot come, he or she has to give 
reasons, which the panel may or may not 
accept.  

○ However, the chairman should have the 
support of the majority of the members 
to summon a witness. 

 
• MPs typically have a one-year tenure on 

Parliamentary Committees. 
○ Usually, the composition of a Committee 

remains more or less the same in terms 
of representation of the various parties. 

 
How important are the recommendations of the 
Committees? 
 

• Reports of Departmentally Related Standing 
Committees are recommendatory in nature.  

• They are not binding on the government, but 
they do carry significant weight. In the past, 
governments have accepted suggestions given 
by the Committees and incorporated them into 
the Bill after it has come back to the House for 
consideration and passage. 

•  These panels also examine policy issues in their 
respective Ministries and make suggestions to 
the government.  

• The government has to report back on whether 
these recommendations have been accepted. 

• Based on this, the Committees table Action 
Taken Reports, detailing the status of the 
government’s action on each recommendation. 

• However, suggestions by the Select Committees 
and JPCs — which have a majority of MPs and 
heads from the ruling party — are accepted 
more frequently. 

 
Importance of Parliamentary Committees in Indian 
democracy 
 

• Laws-Due to the large volume of legislature, 
discussion of all the bills in parliament in detail 
is not possible. 

○ Committees do a detailed discussion and 
analysis on a proposed law, thus 
enabling that every law is for the benefit 
of citizens. 

 
• Scrutiny-Parliamentary committees ensure 

executive accountability through scrutiny of 
public spending and various laws. 

○  Committee reports are usually 
exhaustive and provide authentic 
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information on matters related to 
governance. 

 
• Better informed discussions- Committee allows 

members for a more meaningful exchange of 
views as against discussions in open Houses 
where party positions take precedence. This 
allows them to make better decisions on 
policies. 

• Expertise-Committees allow use of input and 
suggestions of various expertises on subject 
matter of law thereby helping to formulate 
better policies and laws. 

• Inter-Ministerial Coordination-They are 
envisaged to be the face of Parliament in a set 
of inter- related departments and ministries. 

• Parliamentary committees are not bound by the 
populistic demands that generally act as 
hindrance in the working of parliament. 

• As committee meetings are ‘closed door’ and 
members are not bound by party whips, the 
parliamentary committee works on the ethos of 
debate and discussions. 

• Moreover, they work away from the public 
glare, remain informal compared to the codes 
that govern parliamentary proceedings, and are 
great training schools for new and young 
members of the House. 

 
Challenges in working of Parliamentary committees 
 

• Reduced referrals-According to data by PRS 
Legislative Research, while 60% of the Bills in 
the 14th Lok Sabha and 71% in the 15th Lok 
Sabha were referred to DRSCs concerned, this 
proportion came down to 27% in the 16th Lok 
Sabha. 

• Important matters not passed to the committee 
 

○ Some of the most momentous Acts of 
Parliament in recent years such as the 
overhaul of Article 370 that revoked the 
special status of Jammu and Kashmir and 
divided the State into two Union 
Territories were not processed by any 
House committee. 

○ The three Bills related to agricultural 
produce and the three labour Bills, that 

definitely deserved to be scrutinised by 
Select Committees of the Houses, were 
passed by the government only by using 
the majority. 

 
• Low attendance of MPs at meetings hurt the 

spirit of these committees 
• Too many ministries under a committee,norms 

not followed by most political parties while 
nominating MPs to committees 

• The constitution of DRSCs for a year leaves very 
little time for specialisations. 

• MP acting along the party lines rather being an 
agent of the legislature to hold the executive 
accountable. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• There must be a code of ethics and code of 
conduct for the committees. 

• Video recording of all the proceedings of the 
committee 

• Amending rules of procedure in both Lok sabha 
and Rajya sabha, so that all major Bills should 
be referred to DRSCs so that DRSCs may finalise 
the second reading stage in the Committee. 

• National Commission to Review the Working 
of the Constitution (NCRWC)- DRSCs should be 
periodically reviewed so that the committees 
which have outlived their utility can be replaced 
with new ones. 

• Major reports of all Committees should be 
discussed in Parliament especially in cases 
where there is disagreement between a 
Committee and the government. 

• New parliamentary committees-As there is 
increasing complexity in matters of economy 
and technological progress, there is a need for 
setting up new parliamentary committees. 

• The recommendations of the PACs should be 
accorded greater weight and they must be 
treated as the “conscience-keepers of the 
nation in financial matters. 

• 2nd ARC also recommends that annual reports 
submitted by the regulators to Parliament 
should include the progress on pre-agreed 
evaluation parameters and should be discussed 
in the parliamentary committee. 

 
 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Parliamentary committees are a very important tool for the legislative to hold the executive accountable. In 

recent times Parliamentary committees have failed to discharge its mandate. Critically analyse.(250 words) 
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Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about parliamentary committees. 
• How they hold the executive accountable- constitution working. 
• Importance of Parliamentary Committees in Indian democracy 
• Challenges in working of the Parliament committees. 
• Suggestions to make them more effective 
• Wayforward and Conclusion. 

 

5.3 Women in Parliament 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: Newzealand has become one of the few countries where the majority of the lawmakers are 
women. But things are not the same around the world. With 50 percent of the population having a meagre 26 
percent representation.In India it is even more appalling with just 14 percent. Equal representation of women in 
legislation can significantly improve the quality of decision-making and empower both women and the 
nation.Hence this calls for concrete steps to ensure gender equality in the legislative bodies around the world. 
 
In News: New Zealand women lawmakers outnumber men for the first time. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• Situation in India 
 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on News 
• Significance of Women Participation 
• Reasons for low Participation of Women in Parliament 

 
Content 
 
Quote-”Political power is the key to all social progress” 
B.R. Ambedkar 
 
More on News 
 

• For the first time in New Zealand’s history, a 
majority of lawmakers are women. 

• Soraya Peke-Mason from the liberal Labour 
Party was sworn in to Parliament on Tuesday, 
replacing former Speaker Trevor Mallard, who 
left to become ambassador to Ireland. 

○  With the resignation of another male 
lawmaker, it has tipped the balance in 
Parliament to 60 women and 59 men. 

• The milestone places New Zealand among a 
half-dozen nations in the world that this year 
can claim at least 50% female representation in 
their parliaments, according to the Inter-
Parliamentary Union. 

• Other nations include Cuba, Mexico, Nicaragua, 
Rwanda and the United Arab Emirates. 

• Globally, about 26% of lawmakers are women, 
according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union. 

• Success of New Zealand 
 

○ New Zealand has a history of strong 
female representation. 

○ In 1893, it became the first nation to 
allow women to vote.  

○ Current Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern is 
the nation’s third female leader, and 
women currently also hold a number of 
other top roles including chief justice of 
New Zealand’s Supreme Court and 
governor-general 

 
Situation in India 
 

• Women comprised only 4.4% of the first Lok 
Sabha, constituted in 1952, which was risen to 
merely 12.15% after the 2014 Lok Sabha 
elections.  

• Seats are not reserved for females and males in 
Indian Parliament. 
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• Total number of women in the present Lok 
Sabha is 78. 

• Total number of women in the present Rajya 
Sabha is 24. 

• According to an Inter-Parliamentary Union 
study, India ranks 149th out of 193 countries in 
terms of female representation in the lower or 
single house of Parliament.  

• It is inexcusable that in a country where women 
account for half of the population, they have an 
abysmally low 14% representation in the Lok 
Sabha and 11% in the Rajya Sabha.  

• When compared to our neighbours in the 
Gender Gap Report 2022, Bangladesh ranks 
71st, China 102nd and Sri Lanka 111th.  

○ Pakistan (145th) and Afghanistan (146th) 
are among only 11 countries which rank 
worse than India (135th).  

 
Significance of Women Participation 
 

• Efficiency: Germany, New Zealand, and Taiwan 
were some of the few countries which 
effectively controlled the pandemic quickly. The 
common thing between them is, all are 
governed by women as state heads.  

○ Even in the USA, the state with female 
governors outperformed their male 
counterparts. 

○ They are found highly efficient in taking 
decisive decisions like lockdowns. 

• Women-centric approach: The female 
legislators or state heads are observed to be 
more women-centric.This can be observed in 
the Indian Panchayati system where female 
pradhans have concentrated more on issues like 
public toilets, self-help groups, domestic 
violence, etc. 

• The contrast between suffrage and political 
presence: Women vote equally as men but yet 
we only have one female Chief Minister 
currently. We have witnessed charismatic 
women leaders like Indira Gandhi, Jayalalitha, 
and Sushma Swaraj but their quantum is 
minimal. 

• International relationship: Recently UK’s 
special envoy Ms. Roper visited India for 
advocating the greater role of women in conflict 
resolution and long-lasting peace. She quoted 
“women account for 2% of mediators, 8% of 
negotiators, 5% of witnesses to the peace 
process.  

○ But they ensure real success as 60%  of 
negotiations involving women are likely 
to fail, and 35% last at least 15 years. 

 
• Recording effect: Increase in the 

responsiveness of the official towards the pleas 
of disadvantaged groups. For example, greater 
police responsiveness towards crimes against 
women in constituencies where women were 
part of the political leadership 

• To break the Vicious cycle: Socio-economic 
disadvantages lead to reduced opportunities for 
women to participate in the political process, 
leading to weakened representation which, in 
turn, retards the process of addressing socio-
economic disadvantages 

 
Reasons for low Participation of Women in 
Parliament 
 

• Illiteracy-It is one of the main hurdles in making 
women politically empowered. Women 
candidates have less education and experience, 
on average, compared to male candidates. 

○ In India literacy among women is 65% as 
compared to men -82%. 

 
• Lack of political will: Multiple times there was 

lapse of the bill providing reservation of one-
third of women participation depicts the lack of 
political will among the parliamentarians. The 
bill is yet part of all parties' manifesto but has 
never been implemented. 

• Masking of the identity: In the 2019 elections 
206 women participated independently and 
only one of them won. This indicates the 
influence of political parties and the family 
background in ensuring their political victory. 
The party and family identity masks her identity 

• Patriarchy: Women although hold the power 
but they do not experience it as the decisions 
are influenced by male partners or other family 
members. This is much visible in Panchayati in 
the form of creation of Sarpanchpati. 

• Gender Disparities-Gender inequalities in terms 
of education, ownership of resources and 
continual biassed attitudes still act as barriers 
for women leaders. 

• Lack of confidence and finance- They were the 
other major deterring factors that prevented 
women from entering politics. 

• Sexual division of labour-A system in which all 
work inside the home is either done by the 
women of the family or organised by them 
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through the domestic helpers. It means that 
women spend far more time than men in the 
home- and child-care. 

• Slander and abuse-This is one of the main 
reasons that women stay away from contesting 
elections which they face during campaigns. 
The other reason cited is lack of safety. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• Zipper system is a practice followed in 
countries like Rwanda where every third seat in 
the party is reserved for women. Such changes 
can be adopted for better results. 

• Deconstruct the stereotype in women of 
confining them to family and household tasks 

• Passage of reservation of one-third of seats is 
of prime importance to the current situation. 
INC and BJP are major parties in parliament. 
They suo moto can reserve one-third of seats in 
their party that can lead to enactment of 

reservation for women when substantial 
women are seen in such parties. 

○ Studies have shown that the gender 
quota introduced in local administration 
through the 73rd and 74th Amendment 
Acts has increased the presence of 
women and enabled them to enter 
mainstream politics. 

• Promoting Inner party democracy: A truly 
democratic political party in which the various 
positions like president, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer etc are filled by the election 
process, will give a fair chance to all female 
members of the party 

• Fulfilling FR and DPSP-Article 14 of the 
Constitution, which establishes the right to 
equality as a fundamental right.  

○ Article 46 imposes a duty on the state to 
protect weaker sections from social 
injustice and all forms of exploitation. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Political power is the key to all social progress. Critically analyse the statement in light of low representation of 

women legislators around the world with special focus on India. Also suggests the measures to correct the 
anomaly. (250 words) 

 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about Newzeland achievement 
• Status of women legislators around the world- positive and negative. 
• Status in India 
• Significance of Women Participation 
• Reasons for low Participation of Women in Parliament 
• Suggestions 
• Wayforward and Conclusion. 

 
 

6. SOCIETY 
 

6.1 Supreme Court judgment on abortion 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: A bench presided by Justice D Y Chandrachud held while the 1971 Act was concerned with 
married women, the statement of objects and reasons to the 2021 amendment does not differentiate between 
married and unmarried and therefore, “all women entitled to safe and legal abortion”.The situation in India is far 
from perfect when it come to the matter of abortion and we should take this moment to reflect and learn from 
progressive practices around the world.  
 
In News: The Supreme Court of Indiarecently ruled that all women, married or not, are entitled to safe and legal 
abortion under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971. 
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Static Dimensions 
 

• What is India’s law on abortion? 
• Procedure for abortion 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• Supreme Court ruling 
• What are the issues related to the MTP Act? 
• Significance of the ruling 

 
Content 
 
Various reports have suggested that over 50 per cent 
of all unintended pregnancies worldwide end in 
abortions. 
 
Supreme Court ruling 
 

• The Supreme Court Thursday ruled the rights 
available to married women under the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy Act,1971, to abort a 
foetus will also be available to unmarried ones. 

○ If Rule 3B(c) is understood as only for 
married women, it would perpetuate the 
stereotype that only married women 
indulge in sexual activities. This is not 
constitutionally sustainable. 

 
• The bench said the artificial distinction between 

married and unmarried women cannot be 
sustained and that women must have the 
autonomy to have free exercise of these rights. 

• While stressing reproductive autonomy is 
closely linked to bodily autonomy, the court 
ruled that the right to choose contraception, 
the number of children and whether or not to 
abort have to be taken without the influence of 
social factors. 

• The consequences of unwanted pregnancy on a 
woman cannot be undermined and the health 
of the foetus depends on the mental wellbeing 
of the mother.  

○ The court held the interpretation of the 
MTP Act has to reflect the societal 
realities. 

 
• The bench referred to parliamentary debate 

statistics on unsafe abortions and to a Global 
Health Study by the British Medical Journal 
which had concluded that 67 per cent of 
abortions were unsafe.  

○ It added that denying access to safe 
abortion will increase people resorting 
to unsafe abortions. 

 
• Pointing to the abortion rights for rape 

survivors, the court said married women may 
also form part of a class of survivors of sexual 
assault and rape as it is quite possible that a 
woman may become pregnant on account of a 
non-consensual act by the husband. 

• In this context, the court said the meaning of 
rape must include the meaning of marital rape 
solely within the meaning of the MTP Act and 
Rules.  

○ The court also held the MTP Act and 
Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (Pocso) Act has to be read 
harmoniously and there is no need to 
disclose the identity of minors under the 
MTP Act. 

 
• The bench ruled pregnancy is the sole 

prerogative of a woman and the circumstances 
may vary for each and various economic, 
cultural or social factors play a part in this. 

 
What is India’s law on abortion? 
 

• Section 312 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860, 
criminalises voluntarily “causing miscarriage” 
even when the miscarriage is with the pregnant 
woman’s consent, except when the miscarriage 
is caused to save the woman’s life.  

○ This means that the woman herself, or 
anyone else including a medical 
practitioner, could be prosecuted for an 
abortion. 

• In 1971, The Medical Termination of Pregnancy 
Act (MTP Act) was introduced to “liberalise” 
access to abortion since the restrictive criminal 
provision was leading to women using unsafe 
and dangerous methods for termination of 
pregnancy. 
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• The MTP Act allowed termination of pregnancy 
by a medical practitioner in two stages. 

• For termination of pregnancy up to 12 weeks 
from conception, the opinion of one doctor was 
required. 

• For pregnancies between 12 and 20 weeks old, 
the opinion of two doctors was required — they 
would have to determine “if the continuance of 
the pregnancy would involve a risk to the life of 
the pregnant woman or of grave injury to her 
physical or mental health” or there is a 
“substantial risk” that if the child were born, it 
would suffer from such physical or mental 
abnormalities as to be seriously “handicapped” 
before agreeing to terminate the woman’s 
pregnancy. 

• In 2021, Parliament amended the law and 
allowed for a termination under the opinion of 
one doctor for pregnancies up to 20 weeks. 

○  For pregnancies between 20 and 24 
weeks, the amended law requires the 
opinion of two doctors. 

 
• For the second category, the Rules specified 

seven categories of women who would be 
eligible for seeking termination.  

○ Section 3B of Rules prescribed under the 
MTP Act reads: “The following categories 
of women shall be considered eligible for 
termination of pregnancy under clause 
(b) of subsection (2) Section 3 of the Act, 
for a period of up to twenty-four weeks, 
namely: 

○ (a) survivors of sexual assault or rape or 
incest;(b) minors;(c) change of marital 
status during the ongoing pregnancy 
(widowhood and divorce);(d) women 
with physical disabilities [major disability 
as per criteria laid down under the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016(e) 
mentally ill women including mental 
retardation;(f) the foetal malformation 
that has substantial risk of being 
incompatible with life or if the child is 
born it may suffer from such physical or 
mental abnormalities to be seriously 
handicapped; and(g) women with 
pregnancy in humanitarian settings or 
disaster or emergency situations as may 
be declared by the Government.” 

 
• While the law recognises change in 

circumstances of the relationship status 
between a pregnant woman and her spouse — 

in the case of divorce and widowhood — it does 
not envisage the situation for unmarried 
women.  

 
What are the issues related to the MTP Act? 
 

• While the law recognizes changes in a pregnant 
woman's marital status with her spouses — 
such as divorce and widowhood — it does not 
address the situation for unmarried women. 

• It is a highly regulated procedure whereby the 
law transfers the decision-making power from 
the pregnant woman to the Recognized Medical 
Practitioner (RMP) and provides great 
discretion to the RMP to determine whether 
abortion should be provided or not. 

• When it comes to foetal abnormalities and 
pregnancies resulting from rape, this time 
limit  is proving to be a hurdle for both the 
woman and the provider. 

• Women seeking an abortion after the legal 
gestation limit often have no option but to 
appeal to the courts for permission to 
terminate the pregnancy. 

• The act uses the word “woman”, thereby 
leaving out pregnant transgender and non-
binary persons who are biologically capable of 
bearing children.  

• As the law does not permit abortion at will, 
critics say that it pushes women to access illicit 
abortions under unsafe conditions.  

○ Statistics put the annual number of 
unsafe and illegal abortions performed 
in India at 8,00,000, many of them 
resulting in maternal mortality. 

○ According to United Nations’ Population 
Fund’s (UNFPA) State of the World 
Population Report 2022, around 8 
women die each day in India due to 
unsafe abortions.  

 
• The MTP Act requires abortion to be performed 

only by doctors with specialisation in 
gynaecology or obstetrics. 

○ However, the Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare’s 2019-20 report on 
Rural Health Statistics indicates that 
there is a 70% shortage of obstetrician-
gynaecologists in rural India. 

 
Procedure for abortion 
 

• There are majorly two types of abortion 
practises applied in India — medical abortion 
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(using abortion pills) and surgical abortion (in-
clinic procedure). 

• Abortions, regardless of a woman’s marital 
status, are now safe, legal, and easily 
accessible.  

• To maintain anonymity and safety, women are 
given a unique medical ID and all details are 
kept confidential.  

• The procedures are performed under proper 
medical and surgical supervision if done in the 
hospital setting. 

•  If termination pills are taken at home, it must 
be under medical supervision and follow up. 

 
Significance of the ruling 
 

• Abortion is essential healthcare and women's 
basic right. 

• The ruling marks a positive shift at a time when 
the abortion rights of women continue to be a 
point of contention across the globe. 

• Safe abortion practice has been a concern in 
our country, and with this judgement, we can 
expect a reduction in morbidity and mortality 
associated with unsafe abortion practice. 

• A sound health policy with personal choice 
should equally be respected in growing times. 
Nonetheless, awareness on contraceptive 
measures and safe sexual practices need to be a 
sustained and continued practice. 

• If women with unwanted pregnancies are 
forced to carry their pregnancies because of 
legal constraints, it would affect the 
generations that are going to come. 

• Irrespective of marital status a woman should 
have the right to decide whether to continue 
the pregnancy or not. Abortion is essential 
healthcare and women’s basic right. 

• Legalisation of abortions will also discourage 
the illegal practice of abortions done through 
untrained, unauthorised paramedics which are 
hazardous for the health and future fertility of 
the child bearer. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• It is essential for healthcare workers, dais, and 
Asha workers to “spread the message to all 
women across the board about availability of 
accredited termination clinics both in the 
government and in the private sector. 

• Bodily autonomy and reproductive rights must 
be viewed from three lenses — legal, medical, 
and social.  

○ Only when women and non-binary 
pregnant people enjoy absolute 
autonomy over their own bodies by 
these parameters, can one claim that 
India is showing the way to the West. 

 
• We should strive for inclusivity, complete bodily 

autonomy, and reproductive equity.  
• There is a need for a serious rethink in public 

policy making, also accommodating all the 
stakeholders to focus on women and their 
reproductive rights, rather than drawing red 
lines those medical practitioners cannot cross 
while performing abortions. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. India’s abortion laws are one of the most progressive across the world.In light if recent supreme court 

judgement critically analyse abortion laws in India.(250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about progressive nature of abortion laws in India 
• Abortion laws in India 
• Supreme Court judgement 
• Issues with India’s abortion laws 
• Significance of the court ruling 
• Wayforward and conclusion. 

 

6.2 China fight against poverty-lessons for India 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: India, with the largest pool of poor people on the planet can learn a lot from China, which 
pulled 765 million out of extreme poverty between 1978 and 2018,that’s roughly 2 crore people being pulled out 
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of abject poverty every year for four decades.  Recently China declared that it has eradicated extreme poverty. It 
has adopted a gradual but comprehensive approach which brought huge success for the country. India can learn 
many lessons from China’s success story and use these learnings to get rid of menace poverty in India. This is very 
essential in India's dream of becoming a developed nation by 2047. 
 
In News: Recently the World Bank released its latest report on global poverty.  

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• What is extreme poverty? 
 
Current Dimensions 
 

• Background 
• The World Bank about India’s poverty levels 
• China’s achievement to eradicate extreme poverty 
• How did China do it? 

 
Content 
 
Background 
 

• India faces three rather acute and growing 
problems: Widespread unemployment, 
widening inequalities and deepening poverty. 

• None of these will be resolved by electoral 
victories. They require actual policy solutions. 
Without the right policies, India’s demographic 
dividend is looking more like a demographic 
bomb. 

• There is one country China — which is not only 
comparable to India in terms of the population 
size but is also globally recognised to have 
alleviated poverty at historically unprecedented 
speed and scale. 

• Perhaps, understanding what China did may 
provide some clues to Indian policymakers. 
 

What is extreme poverty? 
 

• The World Bank (WB) defines extreme poverty 
by particular consumption level. This is called 
the poverty line and it is pegged at US$2.15. 

○ Anyone living on less than $2.15 a day is 
considered to be living in extreme 
poverty.  

○ About 648 million people globally were 
in this situation in 2019. 

• The international poverty line of $2.15 implies 
that any Indian who spends less than Rs 46 a 
day (adjusted in PPP terms) in total — is 
considered to be living in extreme poverty.  

• This international poverty line is revised 
periodically to account for rising prices of goods 
and services over time.  

• The very first international poverty line, a dollar 
a day, was constructed in 1990 using the 1985 
prices. It was then raised to $1.08 a day in 1993, 
$1.25 a day in 2005 and $1.90 a day in 2011. 
The $2.15 one is based on 2017 prices. 

 
The World Bank about India’s poverty levels 
 

• According to the WB, India is the country with 
the highest number of poor people. 

• The World Bank used the data from the Centre 
for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), it found 
that the number of people living in abject 
poverty increased by 56 million (5.6 crore) in 
2020.  

○ That’s almost 80% of the total 70 million 
the world over that the World Bank 
estimates to have been pushed into 
poverty in 2020. 

○ According to the estimate, 8 out of 
every 10 people in the world who were 
pushed into poverty during Covid were 
in India. 

• According to the Bank, close to 600 million 
Indians survive at less than $3.65 (Rs 84) a day 
level of expenditure. 

• The only reason why the World Bank was forced 
to use data from CMIE is that there are no 
official estimates of poverty available since 
2011. 
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○ The government decided not to release 

the 2017/18 NSS round because of 
concerns about data quality. 

• Moreover, estimates of absolute levels of 
poverty in India, albeit unofficial, had been 
going up even before Covid and the war in 
Ukraine further impoverished Indians.  

 
China’s achievement to eradicate extreme poverty 
 

• Intending to provide lessons to other 
developing countries, the World Bank and 
China’s Ministry of Finance undertook a study in 
2019 to understand what China achieved and 
how it did it.  

• The World Bank found that between 1978 and 
2019, China’s poverty headcount dropped 
from 770 million to 5.5 million people.  

 
○ In other words, China lifted 765 million 

(76.5 crore) people from extreme 
poverty in the past four decades. 

• On average, every year China pulled 19 million 
(1.9 crore) poor people out of extreme poverty 
for the past 40 years.  

 
○ In doing so, China accounted for almost 

75 percent of the global reduction in the 
number of people living in extreme 
poverty during this period. 

• In 2021, China declared that it has eradicated 
extreme poverty according to the national 
poverty threshold, lifting 765 million people out 
of poverty since 1978, and that it has built a 
“moderately prosperous society in all respects. 

• Decades of progress in China are also reflected 
in substantial improvements in other measures 
of well-being. 

• Life expectancy at birth went from 66 years in 
1978 to 77 years by 2019, and the infant 
mortality rate dropped from 52 in 1978 to 6.8 
per thousand infants in 2019. 

• Education achievements in China were also 
relatively higher than in its peers before 1978 
and progressed further since, as the country 
universalised basic and secondary education. 

• Taken together, improvements in health, 
education, and income over the four decades 
are reflected in China’s rising position in the 
Human Development Index from 106 (out of 
144 countries) in 1990 to 85 (out of 189 
countries) in 2019, and the narrowing of the 
gaps with other large developing countries. 
 

How did China do it? 
 

• Economic growth:The first pillar was rapid 
economic growth, supported by broad-based 
economic transformation, which provided new 
economic opportunities for the poor and raised 
average incomes. 

 
○ China’s poverty reduction story is 

primarily a growth story. Rapid and 
sustained economic growth was 
accompanied by a broad-based 
economic transformation. 

○ Reforms began in the agricultural sector, 
where poor people could benefit directly 
from improvements in productivity 
associated with the introduction of 
market incentives. 
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○ The development of low-skilled, labour-
intensive industries provided a source of 
employment for workers released from 
agriculture.  

○ Urbanisation helped migrants take 
advantage of the new opportunities in 
the cities, and migrant transfers boosted 
incomes of their relatives remaining in 
the villages.  

○ Public investment in infrastructure 
improved living conditions in rural areas 
but also connected them with urban and 
export markets. 

 
• Government policies:-The second pillar was 

government policies to alleviate persistent 
poverty, which initially targeted areas 
disadvantaged by geography and a lack of 
economic opportunities, but subsequently 
focused on poor households, irrespective of 
their location. 

○ Broad economic reforms were 
complemented by strategies, policies, 
and programs directly targeted at 
poverty alleviation. 

○ China’s poverty alleviation strategy can 
be characterised as ‘development 
oriented,’ implying a focus on creating 
economic opportunities as a means to 
escape poverty. 

○ It evolved from an area-based approach, 
targeting poor counties and villages as a 
whole, to a set of interventions targeted 
at poor households. 

○ A component of these policies were 
social protection policies for poor 
households and they included specific 
programs in social assistance, social 
insurance, social welfare, and other 
targeted social policies 

 
• Effective governance-China’s success benefited 

from effective governance, which was key to 
the successful implementation of the growth 
strategy as well as the evolving set of targeted 
poverty reduction policies. 

○ This meant that the institutional 
arrangements China developed to 
deliver outcomes were shaped by its 
specific context. 

○ For instance, China’s size necessitated 
decentralised implementation 
arrangements, with significant scope for 
local experimentation, and a high degree 

of competition among local 
governments.  

 
• To achieve coherence, local experimentation 

was subject to strong monitoring and 
accountability between levels of government. 

• Human Capital-China also benefited from 
some favourable initial conditions at the time 
of opening up, such as a relatively high level of 
human capital, which is widely recognised as a 
critical input for the population to rapidly 
benefit from new economic opportunities once 
market reforms set in. 

 
○ The World Bank finds that for a country 

with a level of per capita income among 
the lowest in the world, China’s 
population in 1978 had relatively high 
human capital endowments. In 1949, 
only 7 percent of those ages 15–64 had 
completed primary school in China. 

○ Massive investment in education and 
expansion of health care since the 1950s 
resulted in real achievements: in 1978, 
the infant mortality rate was 52 per 
1,000 births, less than half of the 
average in China’s income group. 

○ Life expectancy at birth at 66 years far 
exceeded that of other developing 
countries; the primary school enrollment 
rate was 96 per cent; and the secondary 
school enrollment rate was 49.9 per 
cent. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• A point to note here from India’s perspective is 
that reforms were gradual. Reforms in all the 
areas were incremental, which may have 
helped businesses and the population adjust to 
the rapid pace of change. 

• Understanding what China did may provide 
some clues to Indian policymakers. 

• India must focus on effective governance, which 
will be the key to the successful 
implementation of the growth strategy as well 
as the evolving set of targeted poverty 
reduction policies. 

• Government policies to alleviate persistent 
poverty with focus on poor households, 
irrespective of their location. 

• India must ensure rapid economic growth, 
supported by broad-based economic 
transformation, which  will provide new 
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economic opportunities for the poor and raise 
average incomes. 

• Massive investment in education and expansion 
of the public health care sector. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. China’s poverty alleviation strategy can be characterised as development oriented with a focus on creating 

economic opportunities as a means to escape poverty and India can also learn from China. Discuss (250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer  
 
• Introduction about poverty in India 
• China’s achievement in poverty alleviation. 
• China’s strategy  
• Lessons for India and what India should do 
• Wayforward and Conclusion. 

 

6.3 Global hunger index 2022 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: Global Hunger Index report ranked India 107th out of 121 countries that could be ranked 
and 136 countries that were assessed.India is a self-sufficient nation in food production for decades and having 
leaped forward economically over the past 20 years. It is painful to see that despite having surplus food, hunger 
still persists.The government has rejected the Global Hunger Index report, claiming it is an effort to 'taint' India 
and questioning its methodology. The findings of the report must be carefully analysed and the government must 
take all measures to ensure Zero hunger in the country. 
 
In News: The Global hunger index report was released recently which ranked India poorly. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• About Global Hunger Index 
• Why does GHI look at all these variables for hunger? 
• The reasons behind India’s persistent problem of hunger  

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on news 
• Findings of GHI 2022  
• Why has the Indian government criticised GHI 2022? 
• Steps taken by Government to fight hunger 

 
Content 
 
More on news 
 

• Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe released the 
latest edition of the Global Hunger Index 
report.  

• It ranked India 107th out of 121 countries that 
could be ranked and 136 countries that were 
assessed; for 15 countries, individual scores 
could not be calculated and ranks could not be 
determined owing to lack of data. 

• The Indian government responded by 
summarily dismissing the report, going so far as 
to claim that it was done to “taint India’s 
image”.  

○ This is not the first time the Indian 
government has responded like this 
when faced with India’s poor ranking in 
the GHI. 

 
About Global Hunger Index 
 

• In common parlance, hunger refers to 
discomfort due to a lack of food. However, the 
GHI is not such a simplistic measure. Instead, it 
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uses four separate measures to “capture the 
multidimensional nature of hunger”. 

• To be sure, it has used multiple measures since 
its inception in 2006. The last update to the 
methods happened in 2015. 

• These are the four measures it uses: 
○ Undernourishment: the share of the 

population whose caloric intake is 
insufficient. This is closest to the 
everyday notion of hunger. This makes 
up 1/3 of the GHI score. 

○ Child stunting: the share of children 
under the age of five who have low 
height for their age, reflecting chronic 
undernutrition; this makes up 1/6 of the 
GHI score. 

○ Child wasting: the share of children 
under the age of five who have low 
weight for their height, reflecting acute 
undernutrition; this makes up 1/6 of the 
GHI score. 

○ Child mortality: the share of children 
who die before their fifth birthday, 
reflecting in part the fatal mix of 
inadequate nutrition and unhealthy 
environments. This makes up 1/3 of the 
GHI score. 

• The overall score is placed on a 100-point scale 
and a lower score is better (. A score between 

20 and 34.9 is pegged in the “serious” category 
and this is where India finds itself with a total 
score of 29.1. 

 
Why does GHI look at all these variables for hunger? 
 

• The problem of hunger is complex. The GHI 
includes four indicators to reflect the 
multidimensional nature of hunger. Together, 
they reflect deficiencies in calories as well as in 
micronutrients. 

• The report explains why using this combination 
of indicators to measure hunger offers several 
advantages. 

• The indicators included in the GHI formula 
reflect caloric deficiencies as well as poor 
nutrition. 

 
○ The undernourishment indicator, for 

instance, captures the food access 
situation of the population as a whole, 
while the indicators specific to children 
reflect the nutrition status within a 
particularly vulnerable subset of the 
population for whom a lack of dietary 
energy, protein, and/or micronutrients 
(essential vitamins and minerals) leads 
to a high risk of illness, poor physical and 
cognitive development, and death. 
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• Further, by combining multiple indicators, the 
index “minimises the effects of random 
measurement errors”. 

• Moreover, these four indicators are all part of 
the indicator set used to measure progress 
toward the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

 
Findings of GHI 2022  
 

• Typically, GHI ranks and scores are not 
comparable from one year to another. That’s 
because data is often revised and methodology 
changes over time. However, each year, the 
report provides data for three reference years, 
making the data comparable, to provide a trend 
for different countries. 

• The results for India and some other 
comparable countries are summarised below. 

 
• India specific 

 
○ India has made significant improvements 

in under-5 mortality and even child 
stunting has improved a bit. However, 
the proportion of undernourished 
population has gone up over the past 
few years. 

○ But most worrisome is the trend on child 
wasting where India has slid back to a 
level worse than what it was three 
decades ago; worse still, at over 19%, 
India’s child wasting is the worst among 
all countries in the world. 

○ India’s child wasting rate at 19.3%, is 
worse than earlier levels recorded in 
2014 (15.1%) and 2000 (17.15) and is the 
highest for any country in the world. It 
drives up the South Asian region’s 
average due to India’s large population. 

○ Prevalence of undernourishment has 
also risen in India from 14.6% in 2018-
2020 to 16.3% in 2019-2021. Thus, 224.3 
million people in India are considered 
undernourished.  

○ Improvement in: Child stunting has 
declined from 38.7% to 35.5% between 
2014 and 2022. 

• Child mortality has also dropped from 4.6% to 
3.3% in the same comparative period. 

 
• India and the neighbourhood: 

○ India fares worse (rank lower) than all 
South Asian countries- Sri Lanka (64), 

Nepal (81), Bangladesh (84), and 
Pakistan (99); except war-torn 
Afghanistan (109).   

 
• Global Scenario: 

 
○ Top rankings in GHI are dominated by 

European nations including Croatia, 
Estonia, and Montenegro etc. 

○ Yemen lies at the lowest position (121). 
○ In Asia, only China and Kuwait are 

ranked at the top of the list.  
 
Why has the Indian government criticised GHI 2022? 
 

• This is the second year running when the Indian 
government has criticised the GHI report. Based 
on the press release, dated October 15, there 
are three essential parts of the government’s 
reaction. 

• First, it claims that a “consistent effort” is yet 
again visible “to taint India’s image as a Nation 
that does not fulfil (sic) the food security and 
nutritional requirements of its population” 

• Secondly, it has questioned the methodology of 
GHI, claiming that “misinformation seems to be 
the hallmark” of the annually released report. 
There are three sub-parts to the government’s 
contention: 

 
○ That GHI uses “an erroneous measure of 

hunger”. In other words, it defines 
hunger in terms of other variables 
beyond the lack of food. 

○ That 3 out of the 4 variables used are 
related to children, and as such, cannot 
be representative of the entire 
population. 

○ Lastly, the government claims that the 
fourth indicator, the proportion of 
undernourished population is “based on 
an opinion poll conducted on a very 
small sample size of 3000”. 

• Thirdly, the government details how it has been 
providing additional free-of-cost foodgrains to 
80 crore Indians since March 2020, over and 
above the entitlements under the National 
Food Security Act. 

○  It also mentions the supplementary 
nutrition provided to 1.78 crore women 
and 7.7crore children via the 
Angandwadi scheme as well as the 
monetary help (Rs 5000) provided to 1.5 
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crore women at the time of the birth of 
their first child. 

 
The reasons behind India’s persistent problem of 
hunger  
 

• Poverty: Poverty restricts the food choices and 
has been the causative factor of hunger related 
deaths. If the persistent high prices of food 
items and the regional disparities in terms of 
development, especially the backwardness 
among the hilly and tribal areas are also taken 
into account, the percentage of people who 
cannot afford balanced nutrition will be much 
higher in India. 

• Multidimensional nature: Hunger and the 
related undernutrition is the result of various 
associated factors ranging from water, 
sanitation, access to food items. A person’s 
‘nutritional quotient’ is also dependent on 
demographic factors like gender, caste, age, 
etc.  

○ For instance, the nutritional needs of girl 
children and elderly are not adequately 
addressed in our society. 

• Ineffective food  policies implementation:Poor 
implementation of the schemes and policies. 
The Integrated Child Development Services 
(ICDS) and the National Health Mission (NHM) 
have not achieved adequate coverage. 

• Climate change impact: Erratic rainfall and 
increasing frequency of extreme events have 
impacted agricultural activities everywhere 
creating unfavourable conditions for food 
production. 

○  Climate variability affecting rainfall 
patterns and agricultural seasons, and 
climate extremes such as droughts and 
floods, are among the key drivers behind 
the rise in hunger, together with conflict 
and economic slowdowns. 

• Issues with agriculture: The change from multi 
to mono cropping systems limits the diversity of 
agricultural products.  

○ Inclination towards cash crops and 
changing food habits result in 
malnutrition, undernutrition and even 
micro-nutrient deficiencies. 

• Food wastage: Food wastage is also an 
emerging challenge that undermines the efforts 
to end hunger and malnutrition.  

○ According to the FAO, the global volume 
of food wastage is estimated at 1.6 

billion tonnes of primary product 
equivalents. 

• Unstable markets: Rising food prices make it 
difficult for the poorest people to get nutritious 
food consistently which is exactly what they 
need to do. 

• Natural disasters: Natural disasters such as 
floods, tropical storms and long periods of 
drought are on the increase with calamitous 
consequences for the hungry poor in 
developing countries. 

• Gender inequality: In many parts women’s 
nutritional requirements are often unmet as 
they consume whatever is left after everyone 
else has eaten. 

 
Steps taken by Government to fight hunger 
 

• Eat Right India Movement: By the Food Safety 
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) for 
citizens to nudge them towards eating right. 

• POSHAN Abhiyan: Targets to reduce stunting, 
undernutrition, anaemia (among young 
children, women and adolescent girls). 

• Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: Is a 
maternity benefit programme being 
implemented in all districts of the country with 
effect from 1st January, 2017. 

• Food Fortification:The addition of key vitamins 
and minerals such as iron, iodine, zinc, Vitamin 
A & D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt 
to improve their nutritional content. 

• National Food Security Act, 2013: It legally 
entitled up to 75% of the rural population and 
50% of the urban population to receive 
subsidised food grains under the Targeted 
Public Distribution System. 

• Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 
Scheme: Launched in 1975, the ICDS Scheme 
offers a package of six services to children in the 
age group of 0-6 years and pregnant and 
lactating mothers 
 

Way Forward 
 

• Achieving zero hunger requires agriculture and 
food systems to become more efficient, 
sustainable, climate-smart and nutrition-
sensitive. 

• Linking of Schemes: Agriculture-Nutrition 
linkage schemes have the potential for greater 
impact in dealing with malnutrition and thus, 
needs greater emphasis. 
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• Underutilisation of Resources: It has been 
pointed out many times that expenditure made 
under many nutrition-based schemes is 
considerably lower than what was allocated 
under them. Thus, emphasis needs to be on 
implementation. 

• Convergence with other Schemes: Nutrition 
goes beyond just food, with economic, health, 
water, sanitation, gender perspectives and 
social norms contributing to better nutrition. 
This is why the proper implementation of other 
schemes can also contribute to better nutrition. 

• PM Poshan Scheme: The PM Poshan Scheme 
aims to enhance the nutrition of school children 

by providing a balanced diet in schools. By 
including milk and eggs in each states’ menu, 
preparing a menu based on climatic conditions, 
local foods etc. can help in providing the right 
nutrition to children in different States. 

• Policies must pay special attention to groups 
who are the most vulnerable to the harmful 
consequences of poor food access: infants, 
children aged under five, school-aged children, 
adolescent girls, and women. 

• A sustainable shift must be made towards 
nutrition-sensitive agriculture and food systems 
that can provide safe and high-quality food for 
all. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. India has ranked low in the latest edition of Global hunger index and has been criticised by the government. 

Discuss the findings of the report and reasons behind prevalence of hunger in India. Also suggest measures to 
be taken to make India hunger free. 

 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about GHI 
• Findings of the report and reasons for governments criticism. 
• Reasons behind prevalence of hunger in India 
• Measures to be taken to make India hunger free 
• Wayforward and conclusion. 

 

6.4 Hindi imposition and its discontents 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: The reported recommendation of the Parliamentary Committee on Official Language to use 
Hindi as the medium of instruction in Central institutions of higher education in Hindi-speaking States and 
regional languages in other States has once again ignited a controversy over an attempt to impose Hindi on non-
Hindi speaking people. Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu and Kerala have voiced their concerns over the 
recommendation. Language is a very sensitive matter and it must be handled carefully. Focus must be on pro-
active adoption of a language rather than forceful imposition. 
 
In News: The 11th volume of the Report of the Official Language Committee headed by Home Minister Amit 
Shah, which was submitted to President Droupadi Murmu last month, has triggered angry reactions. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• Background 
• About language panel 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• Recommendations of the language committee 
• Are these recommendations uniform across the country 
• Importance of preserving linguistic diversity in India 
• Criticism of the proposals 
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Content 
 
Background 
 

• The origin of the linguistic row goes back to the 
debate on official languages.  

• In the Constituent Assembly, Hindi was voted as 
the official language by a single vote. However, 
it added that English would continue to be used 
as an associate official language for 15 years.  

• The Official Languages Act came into effect on 
the expiry of this 15-year period in 1965. This 
was the background in which the anti-Hindi 
agitation took place. 

• However, as early as in 1959, Jawaharlal Nehru 
had given an assurance in Parliament that 
English would continue to be in use as long as 
non-Hindi speaking people wanted it. 

 
 
 
About language panel 
 

• The Committee of Parliament on Official 
Language was set up in 1976 under Section 4 of 
The Official Languages Act, 1963. 

• Section 4 of the Act says “there shall be 
constituted a Committee on Official language, 
on a resolution to that effect being moved in 
either House of Parliament with the previous 
sanction of the President and passed by both 
Houses”. 

• The Committee is chaired by the Union Home 
Minister, and has, in accordance with the 
provisions of the 1963 Act, 30 members — 20 
MPs from Lok Sabha and 10 MPs from Rajya 
Sabha. T 

• The job of the Committee is to review the 
progress made in the use of Hindi for official 
purposes, and to make recommendations to 
increase the use of Hindi in official 
communications. 

• The Committee of Parliament on Official 
Language constituted by the Home Ministry 
submits its report to the President. 

 
Recommendations of the Language committee 
 

• The language used for communication in the 
administration should be Hindi, and efforts 
should be made to teach the curriculum in 
Hindi, but the latter is not mandatory. 

• High Courts in other states, where proceedings 
are recorded in English or a regional language 

can make available translations in Hindi, 
because verdicts of High Court of other states 
are often cited in judgments. 

• The panel wants state governments to warn 
officials that their reluctance to use Hindi would 
reflect in their Annual Performance Assessment 
Report (APAR). 

• Communication, which includes letters and 
emails, question papers for recruitment exams, 
events organised by the government and its 
departments, will have to be in Hindi. 

• There are specific proposals to make the 
language in official letters and invitations 
simpler. 

• The “crux” of the recommendations is that 
“there should be a deliberate attempt to reduce 
the usage of the English language in official 
communication and to increase the usage of 
Hindi”. 

• Knowledge of Hindi would be compulsory in a 
number of government jobs. 

• English, as a medium of instruction in all 
technical and non-technical institutions, will be 
permitted only where it is absolutely essential, 
as the idea is to replace the language gradually 
with Hindi in those institutions. 

• The removal of English as one of the languages 
in examinations held for recruitment to the 
Central services. It has stated that the requisite 
knowledge of Hindi among candidates should 
also be ensured. 

 
Are these recommendations uniform across the 
country 
 

• States like Tamil Nadu and Kerala are exempt as 
per The Official Languages Act, 1963 and the 
Rules and Regulations (of the Act), 1976. The 
law is implemented only in ‘A’ category states, 
in which the official language is Hindi. 

• According to the Rules, region ‘A’ includes the 
states of Bihar, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, 
Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, and Uttar Pradesh, and 
the Union Territories of Delhi and Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands.  

 
○ Region ‘B’ includes Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, and Punjab, and the Union 
Territories of Chandigarh, Daman and 
Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

○ Other states, where the use of Hindi is 
less than 65 per cent, are listed under 
region ‘C’. 
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• The Committee has suggested that efforts 
should be made to use Hindi “100 percent” in 
the ‘A’ states. 

○ The medium of instruction in IITs, central 
universities, and Kendriya Vidyalayas in 
the ‘A’ states should be Hindi, while the 
regional language should be used in 
other states, the Committee is learnt to 
have recommended. 

• The use of Hindi in Ministries like Defence and 
Home are 100 per cent but the Education 
Ministry has not yet come to that level. 

○ The Committee had certain parameters 
to assess the usage of language and it 
has found that in many central 
universities including Delhi University, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, BHU, and AMU, the 
usage is just 25-35 per cent when it 
should have been 100 percent. 

 
Importance of preserving linguistic diversity in India 
 

• Cultural Identity: For individuals, language is 
constitutive of cultural identity. Any destruction 
to language impacts the identity of individuals 
leading to identity crisis. This impacts their 
ability to grow and develop as an individual. 

• Cultural Diversity: Diversity in languages 
reflects and enhances cultural diversity. This in 
turn enriches the world. Unwritten languages 
rich in oral traditions, stories, songs, poetry, and 
ritual passed down through the generations 
constitute cultural diversity of a nation. 

• Human rights: Since language is central to 
identity, one’s freedom to use one’s language is 
seen as inherent in the dignity of the human 
person. 

• A glimpse of our past: Languages provide a 
glimpse of our history. Once a language is lost it 
is a loss of history and culture associated with 
that language. 

• Cognitive abilities: Research has shown a 
strong correlation between improved cognitive 
abilities in children when they are taught in 
their mother tongue in primary school. 

 
Criticism of the proposals 
 

• Can lead to protests in various parts of the 
country  if the Centre continued to impose 
Hindi on the state. 

• Punishment of reluctance to use Hindi- Serious 
view of officers and other employees in the 

central government who do not use Hindi in 
Hindi-speaking states.  

○ Use of   Hindi language would affect 
their Annual Performance Assessment 
Report (APAR). 

• Usage in official communication:  
○ Communication, which includes letters 

and emails, question papers for 
recruitment exams, events organised by 
the government and its departments, 
will have to be in Hindi. 

• Implicit Compulsory:Knowledge of Hindi would 
be compulsory in a number of government jobs. 

• Increasing Regionalism and Parochialism: The 
people of different linguistic groups who are 
concentrated in a state seem to think only in 
terms of the interests of their own States. This 
undermines consideration of national issues 
and causes parochial feelings. 

• Formation of Regional Political Parties: 
Linguism has resulted in regionalism which has 
ultimately led to the formation of regional 
political parties in some states.  

• Persecution of the Linguistic Minorities: The 
State Reorganisation Commission had provided 
for safeguard of linguistic minorities in States. 
But in reality the linguistic minorities have been 
harassed in different States. 

• Erosion of National Feeling: The national 
feeling is eroded due to linguistic and regional 
loyalties. The erosion of national feeling 
threatens the sovereignty of the country. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• Equal treatment to all the languages specified 
under the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. 

• Question papers for competitive examinations 
should be prepared in all the languages. 

• Keep open the avenues of progress in terms of 
education and employment equal to speakers 
of all languages. 

• Language is a sensitive matter. There is a need 
to develop consensus rather than imposition 
from the top.  

• Zonal Councils and Interstate Council can be a 
great platform to discuss this sensitive issue. 

• Government should be sensitive towards the 
people’s aspirations. Any attempt of forceful 
imposition of any one language on masses 
should be refrained.  

○ Rather efforts should be made to 
preserve and protect the languages 
under threat of extinction.  



 

  
  41             www.journalsofindia.com                    Monthly Mains Manifesto 
 

○ For ex: Advanced technologies like 
Artificial Intelligence can be used to 
translate and digitise ancient regional 
texts. 

• Programmes like ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat’ 
are a step in the right direction to promote 
unity in diversity.  

• The three-language formula envisaged by 
Kothari Commission should be implemented in 
such a way that the choice of language(s) must 
be left with the citizens and not the 
Government. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru gave an assurance that 'English will continue to be one of the official 

languages as long as the non-Hindi speaking people want. Critically analyse in light of recent recommendations 
made official language committee for promotion of Hindi language (250 words) 

 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about the language issue 
• Background 
• About official language committee 
• Recommendations of the committee 
• Issues with the recommendations 
• Suggestions 
• Wayforward and conclusion 

 
 

6.5 Mental health crisis in India 
 
Manifest Pedagogy:Mental illness is an amalgamation of biological, social, psychological, hereditary, and 
environmental stressors.Though Mental Health Act 2017 has granted patients the legal right to live with dignity 
without discrimination, coercion and harassment, the endeavour in this segment is too scattered and lacks focus 
and coordination.To address the mental health issue promotion of awareness through campaigns, utilising 
celebrities and social influencers, mobilising the support of NGOs, deeper engagement of local communities and 
local governments are some of the measures which could improve outcomes 
 
In News: Tele Mental Health Assistance and Networking Across States (Tele-MANAS) initiative launched on 
occasion of World Mental Health Day. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• Facts related to the matter 
 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on news 
• Covid-19 a great disruptor of people’s lives 
• Challenges Related to Mental Health in India 
• Steps Taken by the Government 
• Suggestions For good mental health 

 
Content 
 
According to the World Health Organisation (WHO), 
mental health is a state of well-being in which the 

individual realises his or her own abilities, can cope 
with the normal stresses of life, can work productively 
and fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to his 
or her community. 
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More on news 
 

• Although Covid contributed to bringing the 
topic of mental health out of the closet, the 
current crisis started developing well before the 
pandemic. 

• Mental health problems have been growing 
rapidly over the last few decades, but our 
infrastructure has remained woefully 
inadequate. 

• Mental disorders are now among the top 
leading causes of health burden worldwide, 
with no evidence of global reduction since 
1990.  

• In 2017, an estimation of the burden of mental 
health conditions for the states across India 
revealed that as many as 197.3 million people 
required care for mental health conditions.  

• This included around 45.7 million people with 
depressive disorders and 44.9 million people 
with anxiety disorders. 

 
Facts related to the matter 
 

• The World Health Organisation reported in 
2017 that there were about 9,000 psychiatrists 
practising in India, which equates to 0.75% per 
lakh of people. 

• WHO estimates that the ideal ratio is three 
psychiatrists for every lakh of people. Similarly, 
India has 1.93 mental health care professionals 
per 10,000 residents, compared to the global 
average of 6.6. 

• An estimated 15% of working-age adults have a 
mental disorder at any point in time. 

• Depression and anxiety are estimated to cost 
the global economy $1 trillion each year driven 
predominantly by lost productivity, according to 
the WHO. 

 
Covid-19 a great disruptor of people’s lives 
 

• COVID-19 a great disruptor of people's lives 
with its uncertainties and the economic 
recessions,women, young people and 
disadvantaged communities have been much 
worse hit due to the potential loss of income 
and work, school shutdowns and an increase in 
domestic violence and household work for 
women during lockdowns. 

• Serious mental disease patients depend on 
routine care. For many who require such 
ongoing care, the shutdowns were disastrous.  

 
○ Although the full effects have not yet 

been documented, they seem to be 
pervasive and quite palpable for many of 
us, 

 
• A 2022 WHO report mentioned that there was a 

25 per cent increase in anxiety and depression 
among people. 

• When Covid caught people off guard, they were 
all taken aback by the rising mortality rate; it 
was portrayed as a deadly disease with no 
effective treatment. 

 
○ Anxiety about one's own and other 

family members' health became a 
prominent cause of anxiety increase.  

○ Also, this was the first time we had been 
hit by a virus with such high mortality, 
and people had never experienced 
lockdown before.  

 
• Covid increased people's reliance on the digital 

world and social media and were exposed to a 
lot of unverified information which resulted in a 
significant increase in anxiety and depressive 
disorders. 

• Increase in anger and irritability in some 
people.  

 
○ Some people were so afraid of being 

infected by the virus that they went 
overboard to maintain hygiene, started 
washing their hands and using hand 
sanitizers excessively, which led to 
compulsive disorder in some people. 

 
• Children-The transition from having a routine, 

familiar school environment and playing, to 
having no friends to spend time with and being 
confined at home had a significant impact on 
children. 

 
○ Children suffering from psychological 

disorders.  
○ Furthermore, because all of their 

education was confined to online 
classes, most of the children were given 
devices for classes, and many of them 
became addicted to digital devices.  

○ Screen addiction in children increased 
dramatically 
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Challenges Related to Mental Health in India 
 

• Lack of Awareness: Most of the mental health 
patients are not aware that it is actually a 
disease of concern and remain untreated.  

• Social Stigma-Poor awareness about symptoms 
of mental illness, myths & stigma related to it, 
lack of knowledge on the treatment availability 
& potential benefits of seeking treatment, 
makes a large number of patients deprived of 
care. 

• Mental Health Resources-There is a 
considerably low proportion of the mental 
health workforce in India (per 100,000 
population) including psychiatrists (0.3), nurses 
(0.12), psychologists (0.07) and social workers 
(0.07). 

• Poverty-Individuals with lower levels of 
education, low household income, lack of 
access to basic amenities are at high risk of 
mental disorder. 

• Mentally ill patients are vulnerable to 
discrimination, physical and sexual abuse, 
wrongful confinement, even at homes which is 
a cause of concern and a gross human right 
violation. 

• Education-Due to lack of stress on personalised 
and holistic educational structure in India, a 
large % of students show signs of mental 
disorders. Shockingly, every 1 hour a student 
commits suicide in India. 

• Post-Treatment gap: There is need for proper 
rehabilitation of the mentally ill persons post 
his/her treatment which is currently not 
present. 

 
Steps Taken by the Government 
 

• Constitutional Provision: SC has held 
healthcare to be a fundamental right under 
Article 21 of the Constitution. 

• National Mental Health Program (NMHP): To 
address the huge burden of mental disorders 
and shortage of qualified professionals in the 
field of mental health, the government has 
been implementing the National Mental Health 
Program (NMHP) since 1982. 

○ The Program was re-strategize in 2003 to 
include two schemes, viz. Modernization 
of State Mental Hospitals and Up-
gradation of Psychiatric Wings of 
Medical Colleges/General Hospitals. 

• Mental HealthCare Act 2017: It guarantees 
every affected person access to mental 

healthcare and treatment from services run or 
funded by the government. 

○ It has significantly reduced the scope for 
the use of Section 309 IPC and made the 
attempt to commit suicide punishable 
only as an exception. 

 
• Kiran Helpline: In 2020, the Ministry of Social 

Justice and Empowerment launched a 24/7 toll-
free helpline ‘Kiran’ to provide support to 
people facing anxiety, stress, depression, 
suicidal thoughts and other mental health 
concerns. 

• Manodarpan Initiative-An initiative under 
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan aims to provide 
psycho-social support to students for their 
mental health and well-being. 

•  Tele Mental Health Assistance and 
Networking Across States (Tele-MANAS)-A toll-
free, 24/7 helpline number (14416) has been 
set up across the country allowing callers to 
select the language of choice for availing 
services. 

 
Suggestions for good mental health 
 

• Ensuring that one invests in relationships and 
support system, need to collectively prioritise 
mental health, creating awareness and access 
as well as early identification 

• National mental health policies should be 
concerned both with mental disorders and with 
broader issues that promote mental health.  

• Mental health promotion should be 
mainstreamed into governmental and non-
governmental policies and programmes.  

• More human resources- More Psychologists, 
psychiatrists, nurses and social workers. 

• Support children through life skills programmes, 
child and youth development programmes, 
mental health promotional activities in schools. 

• De-Stigmatizing Mental Health: This apathy can 
be mitigated if the focus shifts from viewing 
mental health as a negative concept to a social 
responsibility of improving health literacy, 
setting up self-help groups, and providing 
emotional support to the concerned. 

• Concerted Suicide Prevention Strategy: India 
needs a ‘Concerted Suicide Prevention Strategy’ 
at the national, state and local level. 

• Programmes targeted at vulnerable people, 
including minorities, indigenous people, 
migrants and people affected by conflicts and 
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disasters (e.g. psycho-social interventions after 
disasters) 

• Promoting an environment that respects and 
protects basic civil, political, socio-economic 
and cultural rights. 

• Community development programmes (e.g. 
integrated rural development); poverty 
reduction and social protection for the poor; 
anti-discrimination laws and campaigns. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• There is a need for massive awareness and 
sensitivity to tackle the issue of mental health. 

• It is crucial to deconstruct the stigma related to 
mental disorder, through targeted awareness-
raising and outreach through campaigns, 
utilising celebrities and social influencers. 

○  For example, Deepika Padukone talking 
about her struggles with mental health. 

• The increase in the expenditure in mental 
healthcare in the overall budget. 

• Expansion of yoga and meditation would also 
provide enormous relief. 

• Need to build more inclusive and resilient 
healthcare infrastructure incorporating mental 
health aspects with emphasis on collective 
social health, access to affordable and quality 
care 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. The pandemic has highlighted the fact that our mental health is as important as our physical health. Discuss 

the prevalence of mental health issues in India especially after the pandemic and associated challenges. 
Highlight the steps that need to be taken to tackle mental health challenges. (250 words)  

 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about mental health and its importance 
• The prevalence of mental health issues in India  
• Post Pandemic phase 
• Challenges associated 
• Government measures 
• The steps that need to be taken  
• Wayforward and conclusion 

 
 

7. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

7.1 Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: A spacecraft named Dart will zero in on the asteroid, intent on slamming it head-on at 
14,000 mph (22,500 kph).It is the first Kinetic Impactor Method of planetary defence, where a DART spacecraft 
will be colliding with the asteroid Dimorphos. The collision was a technology demonstration, and an experiment 
to assess the capabilities to do such manoeuvres in future should a need arise. 
 
In News: NASA has deliberately crashed a spacecraft into an asteroid. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• The Asteroid target 
 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on news 
• About DART- The impactor 
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• Objectives of the mission 
• Need for such a mission 
• After mission follow up 
• Other Asteroid mission 
• DART Importance to planetary defence 

 
Content 
 
More on news 
 

• In the first-of-its kind, save-the-world 
experiment, NASA  collided a small, harmless 
asteroid millions of miles away. A spacecraft 
named Dart will zero in on the asteroid 
Monday, intent on slamming it head-on at 
14,000 mph (22,500 kph). 

• The impact should be just enough to nudge the 
asteroid into a slightly tighter orbit around its 
companion space rock — demonstrating that if 
a killer asteroid ever heads our way, we’d stand 
a fighting chance of diverting it.  

• Cameras and telescopes will watch the crash, 
but it will take months to find out if it actually 
changed the orbit.  

• The $325 million planetary defence test began 
with Dart’s launch last fall. 

 
The Asteroid target 
 

• The asteroid with the bull’s-eye on it is 
Dimorphos, about 7 million miles (9.6 million 
kilometres) from Earth. 

• It is actually the puny sidekick of a 2,500-foot 
(780-metre) asteroid named Didymos, Greek for 
twin. 

• Discovered in 1996, Didymos is spinning so fast 
that scientists believe it flung off material that 
eventually formed a moonlet. 

• Dimorphos — roughly 525 feet (160 metres) 
across — orbits its parent body at a distance of 
less than a mile (1.2 kilometres).  

• It is about asteroid deflection, not disruption. 
Dart isn’t going to blow up the asteroid.  

○ Rather, the impact will dig out a crater 
tens of yards (metres) in size and hurl 
some 2 million pounds (1 million 
kilograms) of rocks and dirt into space. 

• NASA insists there is a zero chance either 
asteroid will threaten Earth — now or in the 
future. That’s why the pair was picked. 

 
• Why Dimorphos was chosen? 

○ Didymos is a perfect system for the test 
mission because it is an eclipsing binary 

which means it has a moonlet that 
regularly orbits the asteroid and we can 
see it when it passes in front of the main 
asteroid. 

○ Earth-based telescopes can study this 
variation in brightness to understand 
how long it takes Dimorphos to orbit 
Didymos. 

○ The timing for the DART impact is when 
the Didymos system is closest to the 
Earth. So the telescopes can really make 
the most precise measurement possible. 

 
About DART- The impactor 
 

• DART is a low-cost spacecraft. 
• The size of a small vending machine at 1,260 

pounds (570 kilograms), the spacecraft will 
slam into roughly 11 billion pounds (5 billion 
kilograms) of asteroid. 

• It has two solar arrays and uses hydrazine 
propellant for manoeuvring the spacecraft. 

• It also carries about 10 kg of xenon which will 
be used to demonstrate the agency’s new 
thrusters called NASA Evolutionary Xenon 
Thruster–Commercial (NEXT-C) in space. 

• NEXT-C gridded ion thruster system provides a 
combination of performance and spacecraft 
integration capabilities that make it uniquely 
suited for deep space robotic missions. 

• The spacecraft carries a high-resolution imager 
called Didymos Reconnaissance and Asteroid 
Camera for Optical Navigation (DRACO). 

• Images from DRACO will be sent to Earth in 
real-time and will help study the impact site and 
surface of Dimorphos (the target asteroid). 

• Believed to be essentially a rubble pile, 
Dimorphos will emerge as a point of light an 
hour before impact, looming larger and larger in 
the camera images beamed back to Earth. 

• The spacecraft’s navigation is designed to 
distinguish between the two asteroids and, in 
the final 50 minutes, target the smaller one. 

• Unless Dart misses — NASA puts the odds of 
that happening at less than 10% — it will be the 
end of the road for Dart. If it goes screaming 
past both space rocks, it will encounter them 
again in a couple years for Take 2. 
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• DART  also carrrried a small satellite or CubeSat 
named LICIACube (Light Italian CubeSat for 
Imaging of Asteroids). 

 
○ It will be deployed ten days before the 

impact on Dimorphos. LICIACube is 
expected to capture images of the 
impact and the impact crater formed as 
a result of the collision. 

○  It can also capture images of any dust 
cloud formed during the impact. 

 
Objectives of the mission 
 

• The mission is to test the new technology to be 
prepared in case an asteroid heads towards 
Earth in the future. 

• The aim is to test the newly developed 
technology that would allow a spacecraft to 
crash into an asteroid and change its course. 

• The target of the spacecraft is a small moonlet 
called Dimorphos (Greek for “two forms”). 

• Dimorphos orbits a larger asteroid named 
Didymos (Greek for “twin”). 

• It is a suicide mission and the spacecraft will be 
completely destroyed. 

 
Need for such a mission 
 

• Though there was no threat to Earth from this 
particular asteroid  and NASA says there is no 
real danger to Earth from asteroids for the next 
100 years at least — asteroid collisions are real, 
and can happen.  

• The dinosaurs, and most other life forms at that 
time, are known to have become extinct 

following an asteroid collision about million 
years ago. 

• As recently as 2013, an asteroid entered the 
earth’s atmosphere and exploded over Russia, 
causing injuries to hundreds of people, and 
causing widespread damage. 

• Small asteroids — millions of them orbit the Sun 
– keep entering the earth’s atmosphere fairly 
regularly, but burn out due to friction before 
they reach the surface. Some of them do drop 
to the surface but are not large enough to cause 

harm.  
• The danger is from bigger asteroids. The one 

that destroyed the dinosaurs was about 10 km 
in width. According to NASA, an asteroid that 
big comes towards the Earth only in about 100 
to 200 million years. 

• But smaller ones are more frequent. There is a 
probability that an asteroid of the size of 25 
metres would come once every 100 years. The 
one that exploded over Russia in 2013 was a 
little smaller, about 18 metres in size. 

• The problem is that these calculations are based 
on asteroids that we know about, only about 
26,000. There are many asteroids that we 
haven’t discovered yet. And these could 
surprise us. 

 
After mission follow up 
 

• Little Dimorphos completes a lap around big 
Didymos every 11 hours and 55 minutes. The 
impact by Dart should shave about 10 minutes 
off that.  
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• Although the strike itself should be immediately 
apparent, it will take months to verify the 
moonlet’s tweaked orbit.  

• Cameras on Dart and a mini tagalong satellite 
will capture the collision up close. Telescopes 
on all seven continents, along with the Hubble 
and Webb space telescopes and NASA’s 
asteroid-hunting Lucy spacecraft, may see a 
bright flash as Dart smacks Dimorphos and 
sends streams of rock and dirt cascading into 
space. 

• The observatories will track the pair of asteroids 
as they circle the sun, to see if Dart altered 
Dimorphos’ orbit. 

•  In 2024, a European spacecraft named Hera 
will retrace Dart’s journey to measure the 
impact results. 

• Although the intended nudge should change 
the moonlet’s position only slightly, that will 
add up to a major shift over time. 

• Even if Dart misses, the experiment still will 
provide valuable insight to NASA. It has to be 
done now  rather than when there’s an actual 
need. 

 
Other Asteroid mission 
 

• Planet Earth is on an asteroid-chasing roll.  
• NASA has close to a pound (450 grams) of 

rubble collected from asteroid Bennu headed to 
Earth. 

○  The stash should arrive next September. 
• Japan was the first to retrieve asteroid samples, 

accomplishing the feat twice.  

• China hopes to follow suit with a mission 
launching in 2025. 

• NASA’s Lucy spacecraft, meanwhile, is headed 
to asteroids near Jupiter, after launching last 
year.  

• Another spacecraft, Near-Earth Asteroid Scout, 
is loaded into NASA’s new moon rocket 
awaiting liftoff; it will use a solar sail to fly past 
a space rock that’s less than 60 feet (18 metres) 
next year.  

• In 2026, NASA will launch a census-taking 
telescope to identify hard-to-find asteroids that 
could pose risks. One asteroid mission is 
grounded while an independent review board 
weighs its future.  

• NASA’s Psyche spacecraft should have launched 
this year to a metal-rich asteroid between Mars 
and Jupiter, but the team couldn’t test the flight 
software in time. 
 

DART Importance to planetary defence 
 

• NASA established the Planetary Defence 
Coordination Office to manage its ongoing 
mission of planetary defence.  

• The PDCO’s goals are to provide early detection 
of potentially hazardous objects, track and 
characterise the objects, study strategies and 
technologies for mitigating possible impacts, 
and play a leading role in U.S. government 
response planning for an actual impact.  

• DART is the first planetary defence test mission 
for PDCO. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. NASA recently collided a spacecraft with an asteroid. Discuss the mechanism, need and significance of such a 

mission. 
 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about DART 
• Mechanism of DART 
• Need for such a mission 
• Significance of such a mission 
• Wayforward and conclusion. 

 

7.2 Online Gaming and its regulations 
 
Manifest Pedagogy:Of the numerous things that the pandemic has changed in our lives, an obvious one is the 
way we entertain ourselves. Amid the proliferation of OTT channels and the rise in viewing hours what has gone 
unnoticed is the burgeoning use of online gaming. The average time spent on online gaming has gone up almost 
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65 per cent from pre-Covid levels. More than 43 crore people have spent time on virtual gaming. Online gaming 
is posing a new set of challenges and the need of the hour is a robust and comprehensive regulatory mechanism. 
 
In News: A task force set up by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has prepared a final 
report of its recommendations to regulate the online gaming industry in India. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• About Online Gaming 
• Need for regulation of online gaming 
• Online gaming market in India 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• More on news 
• Need for a central-level law 
• Steps taken by government 
• The recommendations of the task force 
• Ministry that will be in charge of the regulation 
• Task force say about offshore betting apps 
• Issues with regulation of online gaming 

 
Content 
 
More on news 
 

• An inter-ministerial task force, set up by the 
Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY) to propose contours of a 
national-level legislation to regulate online 
gaming, has proposed the creation of a central 
regulatory body for the sector, clearly defining 
what games of skill and chance are, and 
bringing online gaming under the purview of 
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002, 
among other things. 

• The task force, set up by MeitY in May 2022, 
included the CEO of government think tank Niti 
Aayog, and secretaries of ministries including IT, 
Home, Finance, Information and Broadcasting, 
and Consumer Affairs, among others. 

• The task force is understood to have prepared a 
final report of its recommendations and 
submitted it to the IT Ministry. 

 
About Online Gaming 
 

• There are three types of online gaming.  
• The first is e-sports. These are video games 

which, in the 1990s, were played privately or on 
consoles in video game shops but are now 
played online in an organised way between 
professional players, individually or as teams.  

• The second is fantasy sports. These are games 
in which you choose a team of real sports 
players from different teams and win points 
according to how well the players perform in 
real life. 

• Finally, there are online casual games which 
could be skill-based where the outcome is 
predominantly influenced by mental or physical 
skill  or based on chance, where the result is 
strongly determined by some randomised 
activity, such as rolling a dice.  

 
○ A game of chance may be considered as 

gambling if players wager money or 
anything of monetary value. 

 
Online gaming market in India 
 

• The revenue of the Indian mobile gaming 
industry is expected to exceed $1.5 billion in 
2022, and is estimated to reach $5 billion in 
2025.  

• The industry in the country grew at a CAGR of 
38% between 2017-2020, as opposed to 8% in 
China and 10% in the US.  

• It is expected to grow at a CAGR of 15% to 
reach Rs 153 billion in revenue by 2024. India’s 
percentage of new paying users (NPUs) in 
gaming has been the fastest growing in the 
world for two consecutive years, at 40% in 2020 
and reaching 50% in 2021. 
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• According to a report by EY and FICCI, 
transaction-based games’ revenues grew 26% in 
India, with the number of paying gamers 
increasing by 17% from 80 million in 2020 to 95 
million in 2021. 

 
Need for regulation of online gaming 
 

• Lack of regulatory oversight-This flourishing 
industry suffers from lack of regulatory 
oversight. 

 
○ Online gaming falls in a regulatory grey 

area and there is no comprehensive 
legislation with respect to its legality, or 
its boundaries with gambling and betting 
even as the applicable tax rate is being 
debated in relevant circles. 

• Addictions-A large number of people are 
developing a strong dependence on online 
gaming. This addiction is destroying lives and 
devastating families.  

 
○ Young boys and girls are trapped in 

compulsive gaming, many spending as 
much as six to eight hours per day 
playing online games. 

○ Psychologists have opined that the 
opportunity cost of this is immense as 
the impact on health is growing with 
each passing day. 

○ This addiction is also said to be causing 
near-sightedness in our youth. 

 
• Privacy issues-Inadvertent sharing of personal 

information can lead to cases of cheating, 
privacy violations, abuse, and bullying. 

• Economic prospects-A well-regulated online 
gaming industry presents compelling 
advantages in terms of economic benefits too.  

 
○ This industry is expected to generate 

revenues in excess of Rs 29,000 crore in 
2025 with over 65.7 crore users.  

○ It is estimated that more than 15,000 
direct and indirect jobs will be created. 

• Betting and gambling-Online games based on 
the traditional ludo, arguably the most popular 
online game in India, have run into controversy, 
and allegations of betting and gambling. 

• Negative externalities-There have been a 
number of reported incidents of people losing 
large sums of money on online games, leading 
to suicides in various parts of the country.  

 
Need for a central-level law 
 

• Online gaming so far has been a state subject, 
but state governments have said they find it 
extremely difficult to enforce certain rules like 
geo-blocking certain apps or websites within 
the territory of their state.  

• There is a concern that rules passed in one state 
are not applicable in another, which has caused 
inconsistency in how the online gaming industry 
is regulated in the country.  

• State governments also do not have enough 
blocking powers like the Centre to issue 
blocking orders for offshore betting sites. 

 
Steps taken by government 
 

• The Centre, in an advisory to states, has laid out 
useful dos and don’ts to educate parents and 
teachers. 

• Various high courts have nudged state 
governments to regulate the virtual gaming 
landscape. 

• Games based on skills are allowed in most parts 
of the country while games of chance are in the 
ambit of gambling, treated as immoral and 
prohibited in most parts of the country.  

• As betting and gambling is a state subject, 
different states have their own legislation. 
Every state in India, except Goa, Sikkim, and the 
Union Territory of Daman explicitly prohibits 
any sort of gambling, betting or wagering on 
games of chance.  

• Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Nagaland, Odisha, 
Tamil Nadu and Telangana have placed 
restrictions on games of skill as well.  

 
The recommendations of the task force 
 

• A central-level law for online gaming should 
apply to real money and free games of skill, 
including e-sports, online fantasy sports 
contests, and card games among others.  

• Casual games with no real money element in 
the form of stakes may be kept outside the 
scope of such rules, unless they have a high 
number of users in India, or permit the 
publication or transmission of information in 
the nature of any inappropriate content like 
violence, nudity, addictive content or 
misleading content. 

• Regulatory body-It has also recommended 
creating a regulatory body for the online 
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gaming industry, which will determine what 
qualifies as a game of skill or chance, and 
accordingly certify different gaming formats, 
seek compliance and enforcement. 

• A three-tier dispute resolution mechanism, 
similar to that prescribed under the Information 
Technology Rules, 2021 for online streaming 
services, consisting of a grievance redressal 
system at the gaming platform level, self-
regulatory body of the industry, and an 
oversight committee led by the government 
should be put in place for online gaming. 

• Legal entity incorporated under Indian law-Any 
online gaming platform – domestic or foreign– 
offering real money online games to Indian 
users will need to be a legal entity incorporated 
under Indian law. 

○ These platforms will also be treated as 
‘reporting entities’ under the Prevention 
of Money Laundering Act, 2002, and will 
be required to report suspicious 
transactions to the Financial Intelligence 
Unit-India. 

 
Ministry that will be in charge of the regulation 
 

• The task force has suggested that MeitY may 
act as the nodal ministry to regulate online 
gaming, except for the e-sports category on 
which the Department of Sports can take the 
lead.  

• The scope of the regulation by MeitY should 
only cover online gaming, that is, games of skill, 
and the issues of online betting and gambling 
being games of chance in nature should be 
excluded from its scope, the task force is learnt 
to have recommended. 

• Certain other aspects of online gaming such as 
advertisements, code of ethics relating to 
content classifications etc. could be regulated 
by the Information and Broadcasting Ministry, 
while the Consumer Affairs Ministry can 
regulate the sector for unfair trade practices. 
 

Task force say about offshore betting apps 
 

• On the aspect of prohibiting games of chance, 
gambling websites or apps being played online, 
the proposed Digital India Act can include it in 
the list of prohibited user harms that will not be 
permitted, the task force has said. 

• Many offshore betting and gambling websites 
which are illegal in India have become popular 
among Indian users.  

○ Despite being based outside India, some 
of these websites are widely advertised 
in Indian newspapers and TV channels, 
and allow users to transact in Indian 
rupees through popular digital payment 
modes such as internet banking, UPI and 
popular wallets. 

 
Issues with regulation of online gaming 
 

• States do not have “legislative competence” to 
prohibit games of skill and that only games of 
chance can be regulated for gambling and 
betting. 

• An outright ban may not entirely curtail the 
playing of such online games, with or without 
stakes. 

• The Karnataka High court also held that playing 
online games could help in building the 
character of an individual and enjoying online 
gaming could also fall within the contours of 
freedom of expression and the right to liberty 
and privacy guaranteed under the constitution. 

• Violation of fundamental rights of trade and 
commerce. 

• Shifting of users to grey or illegal offshore 
online gaming apps not only results in loss of 
tax revenue for the State and job opportunities 
for locals but results in users being unable to 
avail remedies for any unfair behaviour or 
refusal to pay out winnings. 

• Law being manifestly arbitrary and irrational 
insofar as it did not distinguish between two 
different categories of games, i.e. games of skill 
and chance. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• There is a need to build checks and balances to 
prevent the youth from becoming pathological 
gamers. 

• There is an urgent need to regulate this industry 
suitably. The government should ensure that 
KYC norms are strengthened. 

• Each game should follow a well-established age-
rating mechanism and minors should be 
allowed to proceed only with the consent of 
their parents OTP verification on Aadhaar could 
potentially resolve this.  

• No in-game purchases should be allowed 
without adult consent and wherever possible, 
the in-game chat option should be disabled.  
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• Gaming companies should proactively educate 
users about potential risks and how to identify 
likely situations of cheating and abuse.  

○ They should remove the anonymity of 
participants and build a robust grievance 
handling mechanism. 

• A Gaming Authority at the central government 
should be created while various forms of self-
regulation are encouraged for the industry. 

○ This authority could be made 
responsible for the online gaming 
industry, monitoring its operations, 
preventing societal issues, suitably 
classifying games of skill or chance, 
overseeing consumer protection, and 
combatting illegality and crime. 

 

Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. Online gaming is exponentially growing in the country and is creating a new set of challenges. Discuss the need 

for regulation of online gaming and steps taken by the government in this regard.(250 words) 
 
Approach to the answer  
 
 Introduction about online gaming 
 Growth and potential of online gaming 
 Challenges of online gaming 
 Need for regulations 
 Steps taken by the government, including task force recommendations 
 Wayforward and Conclusion. 

 
 

8. SECURITY 
 

8.1 Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) 
 
Manifest Pedagogy: The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) lays down the definitions and rules for 
designating an organisation as an "unlawful association" if it is engaged in certain types of activities.UAPA gives 
unfettered powers to the government and leaves a person vulnerable in front of the government. This Act 
compromises with constitutional values such as freedom of speech, personal liberty and the right to a fair trial. 
However given the evolving nature of crime and terrorist activities, it is not possible to completely abandon the 
law. Hence focus must be placed on balancing the security interests with fundamental freedoms granted by the 
constitution. 
 
In News: Recently the central government issued a notification to declare the Popular Front of India (PFI) as an 
"Unlawful Association under UAPA act. 

 
Static Dimensions 
 

• About UAPA law 
• What is a UAPA tribunal? 

 
Current Dimensions 
 

• Background 
• What does the ban mean? 
• The process of banning an organisation 
• Need for UAPA law 
• Issues with UAPA 
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Content 
 
Background 
 

• The MHA notification published on September 
27,  said that the PFI and its affiliated 
organisations are being notified as "Unlawful 
Associations" with immediate effect. 

• The notification accused the PFI of "pursuing a 
secret agenda to radicalise a particular section 
of society working towards undermining the 
concept of democracy and showing sheer 
disrespect towards the constitutional authority 
and constitutional set up of the country." 

• It has been alleged that the "PFI is involved in 
several criminal and terror cases and shows 
sheer disrespect towards the constitutional 
authority of the country and, with funds and 
ideological support from outside, it has become 
a major threat to the internal security of the 
country." 

• Further, the PFI is accused of "engaging in 
violent and subversive acts.  

 
About UAPA law 
 

• It was enacted to provide for more effective 
prevention of certain unlawful activities of 
individuals and associations, and for dealing 
with terrorist activities. 

• The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) 
lays down the definitions and rules for 
designating an organisation as an "unlawful 
association" if it is engaged in certain types of 
activities. 

 
○ The government can then issue a 

notification designating such an 
organisation as a terrorist organisation, 
if it believes that the organisation is part 
of "terrorist activities.” 

 
• Both Indian and foreign nationals can be 

charged.It is applicable even if the offence is 
committed outside india. 

• A charge sheet can be filed in maximum 180 
days after the arrests.The investigation has to 
be completed within 90 days and if not, the 
accused is eligible for default bail.  

• A Special Court under the UAPA conducts trials. 
• Under section 2(o) of the UAPA, an unlawful 

activity in relation to an individual or 
association means – 

 
○ Any action taken by such an individual or 

association (whether by committing an 
act or by words, either spoken or 
written, or by signs or by visible 
representation or otherwise),  

• Which is intended, or supports any claim, to 
bring about, on any ground whatsoever, the 
cession of a part of the territory of India or the 
secession of a part of the territory of India from 
the Union, or which incites any individual or 
group of individuals to bring about such cession 
or secession. 

• Which disclaims, questions, disrupts or is 
intended to disrupt the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of India. 

• Which causes or is intended to cause 
disaffection against India; 

• The UAPA also defines an "Unlawful 
Association" under section 2(p) as meaning any 
association – 

 
○ Which has for its object any unlawful 

activity, or which encourages or aids 
persons to undertake any unlawful 
activity, or of which the members 
undertake such activity. 

○ Which has for its object any activity 
which is punishable under section 153A 
(45 of 1860) or section 153B of the 
Indian Penal Code, or which encourages 
or aids persons to undertake any such 
activity, or of which the members 
undertake any such activity. 

 
• 2019 Amendment under UAPA Act, 1967: 

○ Union government may designate an 
individual or an organisation as a 
terrorist organisation if it:  

 
• commits or participates in acts of 

terrorism,prepares for terrorism, promotes 
terrorism, or is otherwise involved in terrorism.  

 
○ Approval of Director- General for seizure 

of property if the investigation is 
conducted by an officer of the National 
Investigation Agency (NIA). 

○ Officers of the rank of Inspector or 
above in NIA can investigate cases. 

○ International Convention for 
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism 
(2005)  is added under the schedule 
under which terrorist act is committed. 
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• Under the Act, therefore, 'unlawful activity' is 
not limited to terror activities relating to 
causing direct violence or attacks, it also 
includes any activities that disrupt the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
country, disrupts the economic stability of the 
country or causes disharmony or feelings of 
enmity. 

• Related and ancillary acts, including financing, 
support or promotion of any such activities are 
also "unlawful activity". 

 
What does the ban mean? 
 

• The notification means that the membership of, 
support or financing to the PFI and the allied 
banned organisations. Any person who is a 
member of these organisations can face arrest, 
and joining membership of these organisations 
is a criminal offence. 

• The government can also seize the properties, 
bank accounts and offices connected to these 
organisations. 

 
The process of banning an organisation 
 

• Before issuing a notification under Section 3 of 
the UAPA, the government conducts an analysis 
of threat perception to peace in the country, 
secession activities, territorial safety, terrorism 
etc. 

• The recommendations and complaints by a 
state government can also be considered based 
on FIRs filed or incidents in the state. 

• Section 3 also allows the government to 
implement an "immediate ban" on an 
organisation, "if the central government is of 
the opinion that circumstances exist which 
render it necessary". 

• However, the Gazette notification of the 
government is required to give reasons and 
allegations against the organisation and its 
members. 

 
What is a UAPA tribunal? 
 

• The UAPA provides for a tribunal under a High 
Court judge to be constituted by the 
government for its bans to have long-term legal 
sanctity. 

• Orders to declare an organisation as “unlawful” 
are issued by the Centre under Section 3 of the 
UAPA. The provision says that “no such 
notification shall have effect until the tribunal 

has, by an order made under Section 4, 
confirmed the declaration made therein and 
the order is published in the Official Gazette. 

• Thus, a government order would not come into 
effect until the tribunal has confirmed it. 
However, in exceptional circumstances, the 
notification can come into effect immediately 
once the reasons for it are recorded in writing. 
The tribunal can endorse or reject it. 

 
• The procedure 

○ According to Section 4 of the UAPA, 
after the Centre declares an organisation 
“unlawful”, its notification must reach 
the tribunal within 30 days to adjudicate 
“whether or not there is sufficient 
cause” for the move. 

○ After this, the tribunal calls upon the 
association, by notice in writing, to show 
cause within 30 days why it should not 
be declared unlawful. Once this is done, 
the tribunal holds an inquiry and decides 
the matter within six months. 

 
• Constitution of the tribunal 

○ The tribunal consists of only one person, 
who has to be a High Court judge. If a 
vacancy (other than a temporary 
absence) occurs in the Tribunal, the 
Centre appoints another judge and the 
proceedings continue from the stage at 
which the vacancy is filled. 

○ The Centre is to provide to the tribunal 
such staff as necessary for the discharge 
of its functions 

○ All expenses incurred for a tribunal are 
borne out of the Consolidated Fund of 
India. 

 
• Its powers 

○ The tribunal has power to regulate its 
own procedure, including the place at 
which it holds its sittings. Thus, it can 
hold hearings in different states for 
allegations pertaining to those states. 

○ To make inquiries, the tribunal has the 
same powers as vested in a civil court 
under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.  

○ All proceedings before the Tribunal are 
deemed to be judicial proceedings. 

 
• Issues with the tribunal 

○ Proceedings of the tribunal have been 
criticised for being somewhat opaque. 
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The UAPA permits public non-disclosure 
of information on bans given the 
sensitivity involved. 

○ It has been said that often, the 
government gives evidence in sealed 
cover, leaving no opportunity for an 
organisation to defend itself. 

 
Need for UAPA law 
 

• It was initially promulgated to enable the 
government to curb secessionist activities. 

○ For instance, states of Nagaland and 
Tamil Nadu were demanding a separate 
nation for them during the 1960s. 

• The law provides greater powers of search, 
seizure, and detention that are beneficial for 
aiding the investigation and preventing the 
occurrence of a bigger crime.  

• In 1963, Article 19(2) of the Constitution was 
amended for the last and final time. The words 
‘the sovereignty and integrity of India’ were 
inserted in it as one more exception to the right 
to free speech. This enabled the parliament to 
enact the UAPA based on this exception. 

• Countries across the world have formulated 
stringent laws for effectively protecting the 
security framework in their jurisdiction.  

 
○ For instance, the United States, Israel, 

China, Pakistan, and European Union 
have dedicated laws to declare 
‘individuals’ as terrorists. 

 
Issues with UAPA 
 

• Misuse: It has been seen in the past that the 
Acts like POTA and TADA, which were 
specifically enacted to counter terrorism, were 
being misused. 

• Federalism: Police is a state subject under VIIth 
Schedule. Giving NIA authority to investigate 
and attach property is viewed as encroachment 
over the state's jurisdiction. 

• Denial of Bail: Under Section 43D(5), bail 
cannot be granted to a suspect if the court is of 
the opinion that there are reasonable grounds 
to believe that the charges are prima facie true.  

• Burden of Proof: Accused has to show that the 
case is false which is opposite of other criminal 
offences where the burden is on the State.  

• The sharp surge in the state’s use of this 
provision in a sweeping range of alleged 

offences - against tribals in Chhattisgarh, those 
using social media through proxy servers in 
Jammu and Kashmir; and journalists in Manipur 
among others. 

• Restricts freedom-UAPA empowers the 
parliament to restrict the rights and freedoms 
of citizens to protect ‘the sovereignty and 
integrity of India. 

• Bypass fundamental rights-It can simply be 
used to bypass fundamental rights and 
procedures. For instance, those arrested under 
UAPA can be incarcerated up to 180 days 
without a charge sheet being filed. It thus 
directly violates Article 21 of the constitution. 

• Frivolous Filing: The wide and ambiguous 
provisions of the act enables the state to 
impose frivolous charges on innocent 
individuals. This is testified by a mere 2.2% 
conviction rate between 2019-2019. 

 
Wayforward 
 

• To prevent frivolous arrests, compensation 
should be provided out of government funds. 

• Arrests should not be made for political 
vendetta. Proper information and investigation 
should be done before booking under the 
provisions of UAPA. 

• The Act needs to be amended, in order to 
ensure a constitutional functionary who is 
independent from the Executive, be in charge of 
sanctions for prosecutions and investigations 
under this Act. Maybe a High Court Judge could 
be designated for this purpose.  

• The existing UAPA does have effective 
provisions to combat terrorism (cognizable 
offence) but there are also some defects and 
demerits which needs to be addressed properly 
to make the law effective and efficient to 
prevent and combat terrorism. 

• Duty upon the judiciary to ensure that the 
arrest itself is based on cogent and irrefutable 
evidence. 

• The government needs to educate the Law 
enforcement authorities to prevent the 
problem of misuse. 

 
○ The enforcement authorities should be 

trained regarding the application and 
non-application cases of UAPA. Further, 
they should be made sensitive towards 
Right of Dissent in a democratic setup. 
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Mould your thoughts 
 
Q. UAPA gives unfettered powers to the government and leaves a person vulnerable in front of the  
     government. Critically discuss (50 words) 
 
Approach to the answer.  
 
• Introduction about the law. 
• Need for such a law 
• Issues with the lay 
• Suggestions to make it more effective 
• Wayforward and conclusion. 

 


