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PEOPLE IN NEWS 

1. Vikram Sarabhai 
 
Dr. Sarabhai was considered as the father of the Indian space program. He was a great institution builder and 

established or helped to establish a large number of institutions in diverse fields. Sarabhai founded the Physical 

Research Laboratory (PRL) in 1947. The PRL is also known as the cradle of space sciences in India.  

 

Achievements of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai 

• During WW2, he returned to India, where he undertook research in cosmic rays under physicist Sir 

Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore. 

• Sarabhai founded the Ahmedabad Textile Industry’s Research Association in 1947 and looked after its 

affairs until 1956. 

• Realizing the need for professional management education in India, Sarabhai was instrumental in setting up 

the Indian Institute of Management in Ahmedabad in 1962.  

• Establishing the Indian National Committee for Space Research in 1962, which was later renamed the Indian 

Space Research Organization (ISRO), Sarabhai also set up the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station 

in southern India. 

• After the death of physicist Homi Bhabha in 1966, Sarabhai was appointed chairman of the Atomic Energy 

Commission of India. He laid the foundations for the indigenous development of nuclear technology for 

defense purposes. 

• Sarabhai was awarded two of India’s highest honours, the Padma Bhushan (1966) and the Padma 

Vibhushan (awarded posthumously in 1972). 

• Sarabhai was also a pioneer of the pharmaceutical industry in India. It was he who first implemented 

electronic data processing and operations research techniques in the pharmaceutical industry. He played an 

important role in making India’s pharmaceutical industry self-reliant and self-manufacture of many drugs 

and equipment. 

• Sarabhai was also a man of deep cultural interests. He was interested in music, photography, archaeology, 

fine arts and so on. With his wife Mrinalini, he established Darpana, an institution devoted to the 

performing arts.  

• He also initiated the Fast Breeder Test Reactor (FBTR) in Kalpakkam and due to his efforts the first Indian 

satellite, Aryabhata, was put in orbit in 1975 from a Russian cosmodrome.  

 

2. Bhagath Singh 
 

Considered to be one of the most influential revolutionaries of the Indian independence movement, Bhagat Singh 

gave his life for this cause. Shaheed Diwas is observed on 23 March to mark the occasion when freedom fighters 

Bhagat Singh, Shivaram Rajguru and Sukhdev Thapar were hanged to death by the British in 1931 (for 

assassinating police officer John Saunders). 

 

Contributions of Bhagath Singh 

• In 1926, Bhagat Singh founded the 'Naujavan Bharat Sabha (Youth Society of India) and joined the 

Hindustan Republican Association (later known as Hindustan Socialist Republican Association), where he 

met several prominent revolutionaries.  

• Bhagat Singh’s objection to faith and God seemed to be both philosophical as well as springing from the 

severe religious unrest that he observed around him which marred regular life in 1920s India. 
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• By this time, Bhagat Singh had become a person of interest to the police, and in May 1927, he was arrested 

for allegedly being involved in a bombing the previous October. He was released several weeks later and 

began to write for various revolutionary newspapers. 

• To avenge Lala Lajpat Rai’s death, Bhagat Singh and two others plotted to kill the police superintendent, but 

instead shot and killed police officer John P. Saunders.  

• In April 1929, Bhagat Singh and an associate bombed the Central Legislative Assembly in Delhi to protest 

implementation of the Public Safety Bill. The bombs they carried allegedly were not intended to kill but to 

scare. The bombers planned to get arrested and stand trial so they could further promote their cause. 

• He offered no defense during the trial but disrupted the proceedings and was found guilty and sentenced to 

life in prison. 

• Bhagat Singh was deeply influenced by the experiment of ‘scientific socialism’ in the Soviet Union. He is 

perhaps one of the few leaders of India’s independence struggle who framed the dialectic between the 

concepts of ‘imperialism’ and ‘revolution’ through the slogans of “Down with Imperialism” and “Long Live 

Revolution”. 

 

3. Joseph Stiglitz 
 

Joseph Stiglitz is an American economist and recipient of the 2001 Nobel Prize. As a New Keynesian economist, 

Stiglitz' research has contributed to the understanding of how microeconomic phenomena can provide a 

foundation for macroeconomics. Stiglitz' research includes groundbreaking work on information asymmetry in 

many different applications, monopolistic competition, and risk aversion. 

 

More About Joseph Stiglitz 

• For a long time, the assumption underlying much of mainstream economics was that the invisible hand 

worked its magic seamlessly. Prices moved smoothly up as demand outpaces supply and rushed back down 

when the tables were turned, keeping markets in equilibrium. 

• Many observers realized the truth was actually quite different – that prices, and wages and interest rates in 

particular, were often sticky, and that this sometimes prevented markets from clearing. 

• Joseph Stiglitz proved why some prices were naturally sticky, thereby creating market inefficiencies and 

thwarting the functioning of the invisible hand. In Stiglitz’s words, the invisible hand “is invisible at least in 

part because it is not there.” 

• Stiglitz’s work emphasizes the risk of basing policies on the assumption that interest rates rise and fall 

smoothly. Instead of relying on rules of thumb about when to raise or lower rates, creative, analytical 

thinking is needed.  

• Further, Stiglitz was awarded the Nobel Prize in the Economic Sciences for his work on the theory of 

information asymmetry, including the use of screening by insurance companies to sort customers by type in 

order to manage risk. 

• His work explores various ways in which imperfections in information shared between market participants 

can lead markets to fail to reach efficient, competitive outcomes.  

• Stiglitz also helped to create the theory of monopolistic competition, which tries to account for competitive 

markets where firms and products can be differentiated from one another.  

• In monopolistic competition, things like advertising, branding, and product differentiation can contribute to 

barriers to entry for new firms, which violates the assumptions of perfect competition and can prevent the 

market from achieving an economically efficient outcome.  
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4. Ram Vilas Paswan 
 

The veteran Dalit leader Ram Vilas Paswan has died at the age of 74. Elected for the first time as an MLA in 1969 as 

a member of an anti-Congress front after quitting his job as a police official, he rose through the ranks of various 

socialist parties, which changed forms with a periodic interval, and became a leading Dalit face. 

More about Ram Vilas Paswan 

• Born in Khagaria in Bihar in 1946, Ram Vilas Paswan was elected to Lok Sabha eight times and was currently 

a Rajya Sabha member. 

• In 1969, he was elected to the Bihar assembly from the Samyukta Socialist Party (SSP). He was imprisoned 

during the Emergency and, when it was lifted in 1977, he joined the Janata Party. 

• He won from his home seat Hajipur with the largest margin at that time, making a name for himself in the 

Guinness Book of Records. He was to win from this reserved constituency eight times. 

• He was one of the key ministers in the V P Singh government, which came to power in 1989, and pushed for 

implementing the Mandal Commission report, which recommended reservation for other backward 

classes, upending the pivot of politics, especially in Hindi-speaking states like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh 

forever. 

• Paswan was then Minister of Welfare and was among the first to insist firmly that there would be early 

implementation of reservations on the lines suggested by the Mandal Commission, despite nationwide 

protests from upper caste youth opposed to the reservation policy. 

• A strong socialist leader of his times, Paswan’s early political career was influenced, like many of his 

contemporaries in Bihar politics, by the two iconic figures – Jay Prakash Narain and Karpuri Thakur. 

• He was warmly accepted across parties as contrasting in their ideologies as the Congress and the BJP, that 

he was courted by arch rivals like Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Sonia Gandhi and served as a valuable minister in 

the BJP-led NDA as well as the Congress-led UPA governments. 

• He served as a minister in the governments of V P Singh, H D Deve Gowda, I K Gujral, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 

Manmohan Singh and Narendra Modi. The portfolios he held included Railways, Labour and Welfare, Food. 

 

5. Jaya Prakash Narayan 
 

One of the significant leaders who changed the country’s political course in a revolutionary way was the Gandhian 

socialist leader Jayaprakash Narayan. JP’s call for ‘sampoorna kranti’ or total revolution to fight against rampant 

corruption, unemployment and systematic weakening of democratic institutions back in 1974, and the 

subsequent events, led to the imposition of the infamous Emergency. 

 

More About Jaya Prakash Narayan 

• Narayan was educated at universities in the US, where he became a Marxist. Upon his return to India in 

1929, he joined the Indian National Congress. 

• In 1932 he was sentenced to a year’s imprisonment for his participation in the civil disobedience 

movement against British rule in India. Upon release he took a leading part in the formation of the 

Congress Socialist Party. 

• He was imprisoned by the British again in 1939 for his opposition to Indian participation in World War II on 

the side of Britain, but he subsequently made a dramatic escape and for a short time tried to organize 

violent resistance to the government before his recapture in 1943.  

• In 1948 he, together with most of the Congress Socialists, left the Congress Party and in 1952 formed the 

Praja Socialist Party. 

• Soon becoming dissatisfied with party politics, he announced in 1954 that he would henceforth devote his 

life exclusively to the Bhoodan Yajna Movement, founded by Vinoba Bhave, which demanded that land be 

distributed among the landless.  
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• He embraced a Gandhian type of revolutionary action in which he sought to change the minds and hearts 

of people. An advocate of saintly politics, he urged Nehru and other leaders to resign and live with the 

impoverished masses. 

• His continuing interest in political problems, however, was revealed when in 1959 he argued for a 

reconstruction of Indian polity by means of a four-tier hierarchy of village, district, state, and union 

councils. 

• In 1974 Narayan suddenly burst on the Indian political scene as a severe critic of what he saw as the 

corrupt and increasingly undemocratic government of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.  

• When Gandhi and her party were defeated in elections in 1977, Narayan advised the victorious Janata 

party in its choice of leaders to head the new administration. 

 

6. Booker Prize 2020 
 

In news: New York-based Scottish writer Douglas Stuart has won the Booker Prize for Shuggie Bain 

 

Key Key Highlights 

• Shuggie Bain is his debut novel about a boy in 1980s Glasgow trying to support his mother as she struggles 

with addiction and poverty 

• Dubai-based Indian-origin writer Avni Doshi, who was shortlisted among the final six authors for her debut 

novel ‘Burnt Sugar’, lost out on the top prize 

• About Booker prize  

• It is the leading literary award in the English speaking world, which has brought recognition, reward and 

readership to outstanding fiction for over 50 years. 

• The Booker Prize for Fiction, formerly known as the Booker–McConnell Prize (1969–2001) and the Man 

Booker Prize (2002–2019), is a literary prize awarded each year for the best original novel written in the 

English language and published in the United Kingdom or Ireland  

• The Booker Prize was first awarded in 1969. 

• Its aim was to stimulate the reading and discussion of contemporary fiction 

 

7. Sir Chhotu Ram 
 

In news: Recently, the Prime Minister has paid tribute to Sir Chhotu Ram Ji on his birth anniversary. 

 

About Sir Chhotu Ram  

• He was born on 24th November 1881 as Ram Richpal in a Jat family in the village of Garhi Sampla, Rohtak 

district, Punjab Province of British India(now in Haryana) 

• He was a prominent politician of British India’s Punjab Province and championed the interest of oppressed 

communities of the Indian subcontinent.  

• Chhotu Ram was a co-founder of the National Unionist Party(a cross-communal alliance of Hindu and 

Muslim agriculturists) which ruled the United Punjab Province in pre-independent India and kept Congress 

and Muslim League at bay. 

• He started the Anglo-Sanskrit School on 26 March 1913 in Rohtak. 

• He joined Indian National Congress in 1916. Chhotu Ram worked as the President of the Rohtak District 

Congress Committee from 1916 to 1920.  

• The Unionist Party won elections in 1935 to form the provincial government in the capital at Lahore. As 

revenue minister, he brought in changes in the law to stop the practice of usury (charging interest on 

interest). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usury
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• He was awarded the title Rao Bahadur 

• He was knighted in 1937  and was popularly known as Deen Bandhu 

 

8. Ramanujan and his contributions 
 

In news: Recently, the Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians 2020 awarded to Dr. Carolina Araujo from Brazil 

for outstanding work in Algebraic Geometry 

 

About Ramanujan Prize for Young Mathematicians 2020 

• The prize is awarded annually to a researcher from a developing country funded by the Department of 

Science and Technology of the Government of India in collaboration with ICTP (International Centre for 

Theoretical Physics), and the International Mathematical Union  

• The Prize, given every year to young mathematicians less than 45 years of age who have conducted 

outstanding research in a developing country 

• The recent prize is given to Dr. Carolina Araujo(first non-Indian to receive it) for her work on  birational 

geometry, which aims to classify and describe the structure of algebraic varieties.  

 

A brief note on Srinivasa Ramanujan and his contributions 

• He was born on 22nd december 1887 in Erode, India 

• Ramanujan, Indian mathematician whose contributions to the theory of numbers include pioneering 

discoveries of the properties of the partition function. 

• He also discovered the properties of the partition function 

• Though he had almost no formal training in pure mathematics, he made substantial contributions to 

mathematical analysis, number theory, infinite series, and continued fractions, including solutions to 

mathematical problems then considered unsolvable. 

• In 1911 Ramanujan published the first of his papers in the Journal of the Indian Mathematical Society.  

• His genius slowly gained recognition, and in 1913 he began a correspondence with the British 

mathematician Godfrey H. Hardy led to a special scholarship from the University of Madras and a grant from 

Trinity College, Cambridge. 

• His original and highly unconventional results, such as the Ramanujan prime, the Ramanujan theta function, 

partition formulae and mock theta functions, have opened entire new areas of work and inspired a vast 

amount of further research 

• In 1918 Ramanujan became one of the youngest Fellows of the Royal Society of London and only the second 

Indian member, and the first Indian to be elected a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge.  

• During his short life, Ramanujan independently compiled nearly 3,900 results (mostly identities and 

equations).  

• In 1919, due to hepatic amoebiasis (a complication from episodes of dysentery many years previously) 

compelled Ramanujan's return to India, where he died in 1920 at the age of 32 

• His "lost notebook", containing discoveries from the last year of his life, caused great excitement among 

mathematicians when it was rediscovered in 1976. 

 


