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HISTORY 

1. INTACH 
 

The Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) was founded in 1984 in New Delhi with the vision 

to spearhead heritage awareness and conservation in India. Today INTACH is recognized as one of the world’s 

largest heritage organizations, with over 190 chapters across the country. 

 
More about INTACH 

• It is a non-profit charitable organisation registered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. In 2007, the 

United Nations awarded INTACH a special consultative status with the United Nations Economic and Social 

Council. 

• In the past 31 years INTACH has pioneered the conservation and preservation of not just the natural and 

built heritage but intangible heritage as well. 

• Headquartered in New Delhi, it operates through various divisions such as architectural heritage, natural 

heritage, material heritage, intangible cultural heritage and heritage education and communication services 

(HECS). 

• The affairs of the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage are carried out by the Governing 

council (GC) and the Executive committee (EC). The Governing Council will not have less than 11 members 

and not more than 42 members. The tenure of each elected member including the Chairman is 3 years from 

the date of election. The outgoing members shall be eligible for re-election. 

 
Objectives of INTACH 

• Sensitize the public about the pluralistic cultural legacy of India 

• Instil a sense of social responsibility towards preserving India’s common heritage 

• Protect and preserve India’s living, built, and natural heritage by undertaking necessary actions and 

measures 

• Document unprotected buildings of archaeological, architectural, historic and aesthetic significance, as well 

as the cultural resources, as this is the first step towards formulating conservation plans 

• Develop heritage policies and regulations, and make legal interventions to protect India’s heritage when 

necessary 

• Provide expertise in the field of conservation, restoration and preservation of specific works of art; and 

encourage capacity-building by developing skills through training programmes 

• Undertake emergency response measures during natural or man-made disasters and support the local 

administration whenever heritage is threatened 

• Foster collaborations, Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) and partnerships with government and other 

national and international agencies 

• Generate sponsorships for conservation and educational projects 

 

2. Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana (KSVY) 
 

In news: Ministry of Culture has issued guidelines for holding cultural events/activities in Virtual / Online mode 

under various scheme components of ‘Kala Sanskriti Vikas Yojana’ (KSVY) 

 
Significance of the guidelines 

This will enable them (artists) to avail benefits under these schemes even if they are not able to stage programs in 

the physical format as before and will ensure continued financial assistance to tide over the present crisis. 
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About KSVY 

• It is an umbrella scheme under Ministry of culture which covers all major schemes of of the Ministry 

• The Ministry of Culture (Performing Arts Bureau) implements many schemes under its Kala Sanskriti Vikas 

Yojana (KSVY), where the grants are sanctioned/approved for holding programs/activities which involve a 

large audience. 

 

3. Battle of Bhima Koregaon 
 

Bhima-Koregaon, a small village in Pune district of Maharashtra, has a rich Maratha history. Two hundred years 

ago, on January 1, 1818, a few hundred Mahar soldiers of the East India Company, led by the British, defeated 

the massive Peshwa army, led by Peshwa Bajirao II, in Koregaon. 

 

More About the Bhima Koregaon Battle 

• This battle has, since, attained legendary stature in Dalit history. The Dalits who follow BR Ambedkar view 

this battle as a victory of Mahars over the injustice and torture meted out to them by the Brahminical 

Peshwas. 

• It was part of the third and the last of the Anglo-Maratha wars. This war in particular put an end to the 

Peshwa rule in Maharashtra and laid a strong foundation to the British establishment in Maharashtra.  

• The Peshwas were Brahmins who often held ministerial positions and were known to have ill-treated the 

Dalits (Mahars, in this case) in the region. The anger and frustration that had been contained for years of 

oppression, along with modern weapons gave the Mahars an upper hand in the battle and helped the 

British win the battle. 

• The battle garnered more limelight when Ambedkar visited the memorial obelisk erected on the spot on 1st 

January 1927 and ever since the place has been visited every year by Dalits across Maharashtra to celebrate 

the valour of their forefathers. The battle is seen as a symbol of Dalit pride.  

• The pillar was erected by the East India Company in memory of those who fought the battle.  

 

4. Baba Banda Singh Bahadur 
 

In news: 350th birth anniversary of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur 

 

History of Banda Singh Bahadur 

• Banda Singh Bahadur, also called Lachman Das, Lachman Dev, or Madho Das, (born 1670, Rajauri [India]—

died June 1716, Delhi), 

• He was the first Sikh military leader to wage an offensive war against the Mughal rulers of India, thereby 

temporarily extending Sikh territory. 

• He was the founder of first Sikh raj, who abolished Zamindari system in Punjab and conferred ownership 

rights on the tillers of the land  

• Famous for the sack of the Mughal provincial capital, Sirhind, he is revered as one of the most hallowed 

martyrs of the Khalsa. 

• As a youth, he decided to be a samana (ascetic), and until 1708, when he became a disciple of Guru Gobind 

Singh, he was known as Madho Das. 

• After his initiation into the Sikh brotherhood, he took the name Banda Singh Bahadur and became 

respected. 

• Banda Singh set out in 1709 to attack the Mughals, conquering large tracts of territory.  

• His pillaging and massacring in the Deccan led the Mughal rulers finally to move against him in force.  

• After an eight-month siege, the fortress town of Gurdas Nangal fell to the Mughals in 1715.  
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• Banda Singh and his men were taken as prisoners to Delhi, where every day for six months a few of his men 

were taken out and executed.  

• When his own turn came, Banda Singh stated to the Muslim judge that this fate befell him just because he 

had failed his beloved Guru Gobind Singh.  

• He was tortured to death with red-hot irons. 

 

5. International Monetary and Financial Committee (IMFC) 
 

In news: Recently, the Union Minister of Finance & Corporate Affairs attended the Plenary Meeting of the 

International Monetary and Financial Committee (IMFC), the ministerial-level committee of (IMF)through video-

conference. The discussions at the meeting were based on IMF Managing Director’s Global Policy Agenda titled 

“Catalyzing a Resilient Recovery”. 

 

What is IMFC? 

• The IMFC advises and reports to the IMF Board of Governors on the supervision and management of the 

international monetary and financial system, including on responses to unfolding events that may disrupt 

the system. 

• It also considers proposals by the Executive Board to amend the Articles of Agreement and advises on any 

other matters that may be referred to it by the Board of Governors.  

• Although the IMFC has no formal decision-making powers, in practice, it has become a key instrument for 

providing strategic direction to the work and policies of the Fund. 

• The IMFC meets twice a year, once during the Fund-Bank Spring Meetings in April, and again during the 

Annual Meetings in October.  

• The Committee discusses matters of common concern affecting the global economy and advises the IMF on 

the direction of its work 

• For each meeting, the Managing Director prepares a draft agenda that is discussed by the Executive Board, 

approved by the IMFC Chair, and formally adopted by the IMFC at the meeting.  

• At the end of the meetings, the Committee issues a communiqué summarizing its views.  

• These communiqués provide guidance for the IMF’s work program during the half-year leading up to the 

next spring or Annual Meetings. 

 
 

6. 77th year of Formation of Azad Hind Government 
 

In news: Recently, the Union Minister of State for Culture and Tourism (IC) attended Commemoration of '77th Year 

of Formation of Azad Hind Government' at Red Fort, Delhi 
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Azad Hind Government 

• On 21 October 1943, Bose announced the formation of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind (Free 

India), with himself as the Head of State, Prime Minister and Minister of War. 

• Azad Hind(government) was established in Japanese occupied Singapore during the World War II with the 

support of Japan 

• It was a part of a political movement originating in the 1940s outside India with the purpose of allying with 

the Axis powers to liberate India from British rule. 

• Azad government proclaimed authority over Indian civilian and military personnel in Southeast Asian British 

colonial territory and prospective authority over Indian territory to fall to the Japanese forces and the Indian 

National Army during the Japanese thrust towards India 

• The government of Azad Hind had its own currency, court and civil code, and in the eyes of some Indians its 

existence gave a greater legitimacy to the independence struggle against the British. 

• Japan handed over nominal authority of the Japanese occupied Andaman and Nicobar Islands in 1943, 

though the government continued to be dependent on Japanese support. 

• Immediately after the formation of the provisional government, It declared war against the Allied forces on 

the Indo-Burma Front.  

• Its army, the Indian National Army (Azad Hind Fauj), went into action against the British Indian Army and 

the allied forces as part of the Imperial Japanese Army in the Imphal-Kohima sector.  

• The INA had its first major engagement at the Battle of Imphal where, under the command of the Japanese 

Fifteenth Army, it breached the British defences in Kohima, reaching the salient of Moirang before suffering 

a catastrophic defeat as the Allied forces held, and Allied air dominance and compromised supply lines 

forced both the Japanese and the INA to retreat. 

• The existence of Azad Hind was essentially coterminous with the existence of the Indian National Army.  

• While the government itself continued until the civil administration of the Andaman Islands was returned 

to the jurisdiction of the British towards the end of the war, the limited power of Azad Hind effectively 

ended with the surrender of the last major contingent of INA troops in Rangoon.  

• The death of Bose is seen as the end of the entire Azad Hind Movement. 

 

7. Chatar festival 
 

In news: The Chatar Yatra of Goddess Manikeshwari was held without devotees amidst tight security due to 

COVID-19 pandemic 

 

 About Chatar Yatra festival 

• Chatar festival in the Bhawanipatna town of Odisha’s Kalahandi district, which is usually marked by the 

sacrifice of thousands of animals and birds, passed off without much bloodshed. 

• Goddess of Manikeshwari is the family goddess of the Kalahandi Kings 

• Chhatra Jatra or Chatar Jatra or Chatar Yatra are meant to celebrate the Vijaya utsav with cheerful heart 

and splendid display.  

• The festival is being celebrated during the Mahastami of Durga puja festival.  

• The ritual practice of Khonds (Adivasis of Kalahandi Districts) Nabakalevar (the renewal of post-worship) is 

also performed during the festival 

• During this festival, the idol of Goddess Manikeswari is taken to Jena Khal on the outskirts of the town, and 

after the performance of secret rituals, the deity returns to her abode. The return journey is known as 

Chatar Yatra. 

• Lakhs of devotees from Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and West Bengal participate in the festival. 

• A three kilometre main thoroughfare, and nearby lanes and by-lanes, turn red with animal blood. On this 

occasion, almost every family has an animal or bird to sacrifice. 
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Odisha High Court order on animal sacrifice  

• This year, the Orissa High Court had ordered a ban on animal sacrifice. “No person including the State shall 

be allowed to sacrifice any animal or bird during ‘Chatar Yatra’ festival on the public road or in and around 

the precincts of the temple,” the Orissa HC had ordered while acting on a public interest litigation. 

• “God is the creator of the universe. He has created the human beings, animals, birds and all the species on 

this earth. The animals and birds breathe like us. They also have a right to live in harmony with human 

beings and nature. Like the parents cannot tolerate to see the blood of their children, deity cannot be 

pleased by sacrificing the animals,” it observed. 

 

8. Dairy production in the Indus Valley Civilisation 
 

In news: A new study has shown that dairy products were being produced by the Harappans as far back as 2500 

BCE.  

 

Key findings of the study 

• With the analysis on ancient pots, researchers show the earliest direct evidence of dairy product processing, 

thus throwing fresh light on the rural economy of the civilisation.  

• The studies were carried out on 59 shards of pottery from Kotada Bhadli, a small archeological site in 

present-day Gujarat 

• How did the researchers find it? 

• The researchers used molecular analysis techniques to study the residues from ancient pottery.  

• One of the researchers states that Pots are porous. So as soon as we put any liquid form of food, it will 

absorb it. The pot preserves the molecules of food such as fats and proteins. Using techniques like C16 and 

C18 analysis we can identify the source of lipids 

• Traces were seen in cooking vessels indicating that milk may have been boiled and consumed 

• Researchers also have found residues in a bowl showing that either heated milk or curd could have been 

served.  

• There are also remains of a perforated vessel, and similar vessels were used in Europe to make cheese.  

• Animal Husbandry 

• The team was also able to show which type of animals were being used for dairy production.  

• They studied the tooth enamel from fossils of cattle, water buffalo, goat and sheep found in the area.  

• Cows and water buffalo were found to consume millets, while sheep and goats ate nearby grass and leaves.  

• A preliminary study suggested that most of the cattle and water-buffalo died at an older age, suggesting 

they could have been raised for milk, whereas the majority of goat/sheep died when they were young, 

indicating they could have been used for meat. 

 

9. Bundi- erstwhile capital of Hada Rajput province 
 

In news: Ministry of Tourism organises a webinar on “Bundi: Architectural Heritage of a Forgotten Rajput Capital” 

under Dekho Apna Desh Webinar Series 

A brief history of Bundi 

• Bundi erstwhile capital of Hada Rajput province known as Hadauti located in south-eastern Rajasthan, is one 

such place. 

•  Bundi is also known as City of stepwalls, blue city and also as Chotti Kashi.  

• In ancient times, the area around Bundi was apparently inhabited by various local tribes, of which the 

Parihar Tribes, Meena was prominent.  
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• Later the region was governed by Rao Deva, who took over Bundi from Jaita Meena in 1242, renaming the 

surrounding area as Haravati or Haroti. 

•  For the next two centuries, the Hadas of Bundi were the vassals of the Sisodias of Mewar and ruled by the 

title of Rao until 1569, when Emperor Akbar conferred the title of Rao Raja upon Rao Surjan Singh after 

the surrender of Ranthambore Fort and his submission.  

• In 1632, Rao Raja Chattar Sal became the ruler, he was one of the most valiant, principled and just kings of 

Bundi.  

• He built the temple of Keshavarao at Keshoraipatan and Chathra Mahal at Bundi.  

• He became king of Bundi after his grandfather Rao Ratan Singh, as his father Gopinath died while Ratan 

Singh was still ruling.  

• Rao Chattar Sal died fighting valiantly as the head of his Hada Rajput troopsin the Battle of Samugarh in 

1658 along with his youngest son Bharat Singh Rao Bhao Singh, the eldest son of Chhattar Sal succeeded his 

father to the throne of Bundi. 

• History of Bundi- Post Mughal Period 

• In 1804 Rao Raja Bishan Singh  gave valuable assistance to Colonel Monson in his disastrous retreat before 

Holkar, in revenge for which the Maratha Empire and Pindaris continually ravaged his state and forced the 

kingdom to pay tribute up to 1817.  

• Consequently, Bishan Singh made a subsidiary alliance with the British East India Company on 10 February 

1818, which brought him under its protection.    

• He was responsible for the creation of the pleasure palace of Sukh Niwas on the outskirts of Bundi. 

• He initiated economic and administrative reforms and established schools for the teaching of Sanskrit.  

• On the throne for 68 years, he was described as a grand specimen of the Rajput gentleman and "the most 

conservative prince in conservative Rajputana.  

• At the time of the partition of India in 1947, the British abandoned their soverignity over the princely 

states, which were left to decide whether to remain independent or to accede to the newly independent 

Dominion of India or to Pakistan.  

• The ruler of the state of Bundi decided to accede to India, which later became the Union of India.  

• This brought the internal affairs of Bundi under the control of Delhi. Bundi's last ruler signed the accession 

to the Indian Union on 7 April 1949. 

 

10. All India trade union congress 
 

In News: All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) has celebrated 100 years of its formation on October 31 2020 

 
More Information 

• All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC) is the oldest trade union federations in India. 64 unions came 

together to form the AITUC in 1920 at Mumbai (then Bombay).  

 
Persons associated with its formation 

• Freedom fighters Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Lala Lajpat Rai were instrumental in forming the union. The first 

Congress of AITUC was held on October 31, 1920, by which time Tilak had died. 

• Joseph Baptista, N. M. Joshi, Diwan Chaman Lal were the few others associated with its formation. 

Factors which influenced the formation of AITUC 

• Spiraling prices during World War I   

• The mass entrenchment of workers that followed it led to low living standards.  

• Development of Home Rule, the emergence of Gandhian leadership and the socio-political conditions led to 

the nationalist leadership taking interest in the worker’s plight. 
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• Russian revolution and other international developments (like setting up of International Labour 

Organisation in 1919) boosted their morale. 

 

11. Acharya  J B Kripalani 
 

In news: Prime Minister pays tribute to Acharya J B Kripalani on his birth anniversary 

 

History of Acharya J B Kripalani (1888-1982) 

• He was born on 11th November 1888 in Hyderabad(presently in Sindh province of Pakistan) and was 

brought up in the Sindh and Gujarat regions in a middle-class Hindu family  

• Kripalani did his  master’s degree in history and economics from Fergusson College in Pune and started 

teaching in 1912 

• It was during his time as a teacher that he first encountered Gandhi 

• He joined Gandhi in 1917, after Gandhi had taken up the cause of indigo workers in Gujarat.  

• After meeting Gandhi Kripalani joined congress party and worked on Gandhi’s ashrams (religious retreats) in 

Gujarat, Maharashtra and Bihar 

• During 1922 to 1927 he served as the principal of Gujarat Vidyapith in Ahmedabad, a school founded by 

Gandhi and earned the title Acharya 

• He also participated in Civil Disobedience movement 

• He also served as general secretary of congress party in between 1934-1935. Later in 1946 he was elected 

president of the party 

• He also served as a member (1946–47) of India’s interim government and (1946–51) of the Constituent 

Assembly that drafted the country’s new constitution 

• In the year 1951 he resigned from Congress Party and became part of Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party(a core part 

of Praja Socilist Party) in 1952 later resigned from that too 

• He was elected to Lok Sabha in 1951, 1957, 1963 and 1967 

• Acharya criticised both Jawaharlal Nehru and Indira(her authoritarian rule) Gandhi which he thought went 

against the Gandhian ideal of village republics 

• Along with JP Narayan, Kripalani toured India urging nonviolent protest and civil disobedience against Indira 

Gandhi’s government in 1972-73 and got arrested in 1975 

• Kripalani was the author of several books, including Gandhi: His Life and Thought (1970). 

• In his autobiography, ‘My Times’ which was published posthumously in 2004 strongly criticised(except 

Gandhi) Congress party for Partition of India 

 

12. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad  
 

In news: Prime Minister pays tribute to Maulana Azad on his birth anniversary 

 

About Maulana Azad (1888-1958) 

• He was born on 11th November 1888 in Mecca (presently in Saudi Arabia) 

• His other names-Abul Kalam Ghulam Muhiyuddin, also called Maulana Abul Kalam Azad or Maulana Azad 

• He was an Islamic theologian and one of the leaders of Indian independence movement against British rule 

in the first half of the 20th century. 

• Azad was influenced by the Indian educator sir Sayyid Ahmad Khan and his ideas of english knowledge 

• Maulana Azad began his journalism by publishing a weekly Urdu-language newspaper in Calcutta, Al-Hilal 

(“The Crescent”) which influenced the Muslim community for its anti-British stance 

• He joined INC in Calcutta and became president of INC in 1923 and 1940-46 
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• He was an active participant in the Khilafat movement (1920-24) 

• During this Khilafat movement Gandhi and Azad became closer and he was involved in Gandhi’s various 

civil-disobedience campaigns, including the Salt March (1930) and Quit India campaign. 

• Maulana Azad advocated for a single India that would embrace both Hindus and Muslims while strongly 

opposing the partition of British India into independent India and Pakistan. 

• Post-Independence he served as minister of education in the Indian government of Jawaharlal Nehru from 

1947 until his death. 

• In 1959 his autobiography India Wins Freedom, was published posthumously. 

• He was awarded Bharat Ratna in the year 1992 

 

13. Birsa Munda 
 

In news: 15th November will be 145th Birth anniversary of Birsa Munda 

 

History of Birsa Munda 

• He was born on 15th November 1875 at at Ulihatu in Bengal Presidency, Ranchi District, Bihar—now in 

Khunti district of Jharkhand 

• He was an Indian tribal freedom fighter, religious leader, and folk hero 

• He belonged to the Munda tribe in the Chota Nagpur Plateau area. 

• He is remembered for his strong mark of protest against British rule in India 

• Birsa Munda received his early education at Salga under the guidance of his teacher Jaipal Nag.  

• On the recommendation of Jaipal Nag, Birsa converted to Christianity in order to join the German Mission 

school. He, however, opted out of the school after a few years. 

• Birsait sect:  Having gained awareness of the British colonial ruler and the efforts of the missionaries to 

convert tribals to Christianity, Birsa started the faith of ‘Birsait’.  

• Soon members of the Munda and Oraon community started joining the Birsait sect and it turned into a 

challenge to British conversion activities. 

• Between 1886 to 1890, Birsa Munda spent a large amount of time in Chaibasa which was close to the centre 

of the Sardars agitation.  

• The activities of the Sardars had a strong impact on the mind of the young Birsa, who soon became a part of 

the anti-missionary and anti-government program.  

• By the time he left Chaibasa in 1890, Birsa was strongly entrenched in the movement against the British 

oppression of the tribal communities. 

• The revolt mainly concentrated in the Munda belt of Khunti, Tamar, Sarwada and Bandgaon 

• Birsa was arrested by the British Police on March 3, 1900 while he was sleeping with his tribal guerilla army 

at Jamkopai forest in Chakradharpur 

• Birsa Munda's slogan threatening the British Raj—Abua raj seter jana, maharani raj tundu jana ("Let the 

kingdom of the queen be ended and our kingdom be established")—is remembered today in areas of 

Odisha, Bihar, West Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh 

• He died in Ranchi jail on June 9, 1900 at a young age of 25. 

14. Chhath puja-2020 
 

In news: Chhath puja will be celebrated on November 19-20 this year 

 

What is Chhath puja? 

• It is a Hindu festival which is mainly observed by the people of Bihar, Jharkhand, eastern Uttar Pradesh and 

the Madhesh region of Nepal 
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• During this puja Puja, devotees worship Surya Dev (Lord Sun), the god of energy and of the life-force, and 

Shashthi Devi (Chhathi Maiya) to promote well-being, prosperity and progress.  

• Chhath Puja is also known as Surya Shashti, Chhath, Chhathi, Chhath Parv, Dala Puja and Dala Chhath. 

• It is believed that the main sources of Sun's powers are his wife Usha and Pratyusha.  

• During Chhath puja, in the morning, devotees worship the first ray (Usha) of the Sun and the last ray 

(Pratyusha) of the Sun in the evening. 

Four days of Chhath Puja 

1. Day1: The first day of Chhath puja is called Kaddu Bhaat or Nahai Khai. On this day, parvaitin (the main 

worshiper who keeps fast) cooks the most Satvik Kaddu Bhaat and serves it to the deity in the afternoon as 

Bhog. This marks the beginning of the Chhath festival and is the last meal of the Parvaitin during Chhath Puja. 

2. Day 2: The 2nd day of Chhath puja is called Kharna. On this day, the parvaitin cooks a rice kheer with 

Roti/Poori, other seasonal fruits and dry fruits and offer it to the deity as naivedya (bhoga). Later, the prasada 

is distributed among family and friends. 

3. Day 3: The third day of Chhath puja is called Pahli Arag. On this day, devotees prepare fruits and food offerings 

basket and visit the Chhath Ghat (river/pond) in evening to offer arag to the Surya dev. The Pahli Arag is 

offered to the setting Sun. Devotees also sing Chhath Puja folk songs in the evening. After returning from ghat 

to home the vratins perform the ritual of kosi bharai and lights diyas (earthen lamps). 

4. Day 4: The fourth and final day of Chhath Puja is called Dusri Arag. On this day, devotees again prepare the 

Surya Arag basket with fruits and offerings and visit the Chhath Ghat before sunrise. The Dusri Arag is offered 

to the rising Sun. This marks the completion of Chhath Puja rituals 

 

15. Bhai Dooj  
 

In news: Prime Minister greets nation on Bhai Dooj 

 

What is Bhai Dooj? 

• Bhai Dooj is also known as Bhai Phota or Yama Dwitiya, is a part of the five-day festivities celebrated post-

Diwali(on the second lunar day of Shukla Paksha (bright fortnight) in the Vikram Samvat Hindu calendar or 

of Shalivahan Shaka calendar month of Kartika.) 

• It is also celebrated during Holi festival 

• The Bhai Dooj celebrations are similar to the festival of Raksha Bandhan. On this day, sisters give gifts to 

their brothers. In the southern part of the country, the day is celebrated as Yama Dwitiya 

 

Mythology behind the celebrations 

• According to Hindu mythology, Yamraj, the God of Death, was being called by his sister Yamuna. He, 

however, was not able to visit her.  

• After frantic efforts, he met her and was welcomed with delectable dishes. Yamuna even applied some tilak 

on his forehead. 

• Witnessing the love and respect, he asked his sister if she wanted a boon. She asked for one day every year 

to be dedicated to Yamraj, for him to come visit her. 

• It is said that this day forth, every year, Bhai Dooj is celebrated and brothers visit their sisters’ houses to 

offer or seek their blessings. 

 

Significance  

• The whole ceremony signifies the duty of a brother to protect his sister, as well as a sister's blessings for her 

brother 
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16. Rani Lakshmibai 
 

In news 

The Prime Minister has paid tributes to Rani Lakshmibai on her Jayanti. 

 

A brief history of Rani Lakshmibai 

• Rani Lakshmibai also called Rani of Jhansi  was born on 19 November 1828 in the town of Varanasi into a 

Marathi Karhade Brahmin family 

• She was named Manikarnika Tambe and was nicknamed Manu. 

• Her father was Moropant Tambe and her mother Bhagirathi Sapre (Bhagirathi Bai) 

• Her father worked for Peshwa Baji Rao II of Bithoor district. 

• The Peshwa called her "Chhabili", which means "playful".  

• She was educated at home, able to read and write, and was more independent in her childhood than others 

of her age 

• She was married to the Maharaja of Jhansi, Gangadhar Rao Newalkar, in May 1842 and was afterwards 

called Lakshmibai (or Laxmibai) 

•  In September 1851, she gave birth to a boy, later named Damodar Rao, who died four months after birth. 

• The Maharaja adopted a child called Anand Rao, the son of Gangadhar Rao's cousin, who was renamed 

Damodar Rao, on the day before the Maharaja died.  

• The adoption was in the presence of the British political officer who was given a letter from the Maharaja 

instructing that the child be treated with respect and that the government of Jhansi should be given to his 

widow for her lifetime. 

 

Fight against the British 

• After the death of the Maharaja in November 1853, because Damodar Rao (born Anand Rao) was an 

adopted son, the British East India Company, under Governor-General Lord Dalhousie, applied the Doctrine 

of Lapse, rejecting Damodar Rao's claim to the throne and annexing the state to its territories.  

• In March 1854, Rani Lakshmibai was given an annual pension of Rs. 60,000 and ordered to leave the palace 

and the fort. 

• Rani Lakshmibai was determined to not give up on the Dominion of Jhansi and hence started assembling an 

army of rebellions 

• Rani Lakshmibai was one of the leading figures of the Rebellion of 1857 which began on May 10, 1857 

• It is said that, after a fierce war, when the British army entered Jhansi, Rani Lakshmibai, tied her son 

Damodar Rao to her back and fought bravely using two swords in both her hands. 

• She died on June 17, 1958, martyring her life for India's freedom. 

 

17. Lachit Borphukan  
 

In news: The Prime Minister has paid tribute to Lachit Borphukan on Lachit Diwas 

 

A brief history of Lachit Borphukan 

• He was born on 24th November 1622 at Charaideo in Assam 

• He was the son of Kunti Moran(mother) and Momai Tamuli Borbarua, the1st Borbarua (Phu-Ke-Lung) of 

upper-Assam and Commander-in-Chief of the Ahom army) under Prataap Singha. 

• Lachit was a commander and Borphukan (Phu-Kon-Lung) in the Ahom kingdom of Assam 

• Other offices held by Lachit before his appointment as Borphukan included Superintendent of the Stable of 

Royal Horses (Ghora Barua), Commander of the strategic Simulgarh Fort and Superintendent of the Royal 

Household Guards (Dolakaxaria Barua) for King Chakradhwaj Singha. 
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• He is known for his leadership in the 1671 Battle of Saraighat that thwarted a drawn-out attempt by Mughal 

forces under the command of Ramsingh I to take over Ahom kingdom. 

• King Chakradhwaj Singha selected Lachit to lead the forces of the Kingdom of Ahom to liberate Guwahati 

from Mughal-occupation. 

• Lachit raised the army and recovered Guwahati from the Mughals and successfully defended it against the 

Mughal forces during the Battle of Saraighat. 

• He died about a year after the victory at Saraighat due to natural causes. 

 

About Battle of Saraighat  

It was a naval battle fought in 1671 between the Mughal Empire led by the Kachwaha king, Raja Ramsingh I and 

the Ahom Kingdom led by Lachit Borphukan on the Brahmaputra river at Saraighat, now in Guwahati, Assam. 

In this battle the Mughal were defeated by the weaker Ahom Army with its brilliant uses of the terrain, clever 

diplomatic negotiations to buy time, guerrilla tactics, psychological warfare, military intelligence and by exploiting 

the sole weakness of the Mughal navy. 

 

Ahom kingdom (1228-1826) 

• It was a late medieval kingdom in the Brahmaputra Valley in Assam. 

• The kingdom is well known for maintaining its sovereignty for nearly 600 years and successfully resisting 

Mughal expansion in Northeast India.  

• It was established by Sukaphaa, a Tai prince from Mong Mao 

• It began as a mong in the upper reaches of the Brahmaputra based on wet rice agriculture.  

• The Kingdom expanded suddenly under Suhungmung in the 16th century and became multi-ethnic in 

character, casting a profound effect on the political and social life of the entire Brahmaputra valley.  

• The kingdom became weaker with the rise of the Moamoria rebellion, and subsequently fell to repeated 

Burmese invasions of Assam 

 

18. Guru Tegh Bahadur 
 

In news: The President of India pays tribute to Guru Tegh Bahadur on the eve of martyrdom Day(Shaheedi Divas) 

 

A brief history of Guru Teg Bahadur(Tyag Mal) 

• He was born on 1st April 1621in Amritsar 

• He was the ninth of ten Gurus of the Sikh religion.  

• His 115 hymns are in Guru Granth Sahib 

• They cover a wide range of topics, such as the nature of God, human attachments, body, mind, sorrow, 

dignity, service, death and deliverance.  

• His works include 116 shabads, 15 ragas, and his bhagats are credited with 782 compositions that are part of 

bani in Sikhism 

• He was the youngest son of Guru Hargobind(6th Guru) and also the father of 10th Guru, Gobind singh  

• Tegh Bahadur resisted the forced conversion of the Hindu Kashmiri Pandits and non-Muslims to Islam and 

was publicly killed in 1675 on the orders of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb in Delhi for himself refusing to obey 

the orders of the emperor.  

• Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sahib in Delhi is the location where Guru Tegh Bahadur was executed. 

• Tegh Bahadur sacrificed his life to protect religion, human values, ideals and principles. 

• His sacrifice is remembered with great reverence in Sikhism 

• 24th November is celebrated as Shaheedi Divas by Sikhs to remember Guru Tegh Bahadur 
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19. Guru Nanak  Dev Ji 
 

In news: Prime Minister of India greeted people on the occasion of Parkash Purab of Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji 

 

A brief history of Guru Nanak ji 

• Guru Nanak ji, the founder and first Guru of Sikhism, was born in 1469, at the village Talwandi which is 

located in the Punjab (present Pakistan) region of the Indian subcontinent. 

• This village is known as Nanaka Sahib. 

• His father Mehta Kalu, was a village accountant and his mother was Mata Tripta 

• Blessed with a deeply contemplative mind and rational thinking, young Nanak ji would often astound his 

elders and teachers with the sublimity of his knowledge, particularly on divine matters. 

• Growing up,Nanak ji refused to partake in traditional religious rituals, and often spoke out against several 

prevalent societal practices such as the Caste System, idolatry, and the worship of demi-Gods. 

• Guru Nanak ji had mastered multiple religious texts (at the age of 16) and languages including Sanskrit, 

Persian, and Hindi, and was writing what many believed was divinely inspired compositions. 

• He was married to Mata Sulakhni in the year 1487 and they had two sons, Sri Chand and Lakhmi Das 

• The family, accompanied by Bhai Mardana, a Muslim childhood friend of Guru Nanak Dev ji, then moved to 

the town of Sultanpur Lodhi, where Guru ji took the job of an accountant 

• One day, while bathing in “Vain Nadi” (a small river), Guru Nanak ji heard God‘s call to dedicate himself 

completely to the service of humanity.  

• The very first sentence which he uttered then was, "There is no Hindu, no Musalman (Muslim)".  

• Stating that he had been taken to the God's court and given a divine mission, Guru Nanak ji then began the 

next stage of his life, to preach his unique doctrine (Sikhi) to the entire world. 

 

His teachings  

• Accompanied by Bhai Mardana, Guru Nanak Dev ji undertook four major spiritual journeys, running across 

India, South Asia, Tibet and Arabia.  

• In these journeys, he preached the new concept of God as "Supreme, All powerful and Truthful, Formless 

(Nirankar), Fearless (Nirbhau), Without hate (Nirvair), the Sole (Ik), the Self-Existent (Saibhang), the 

Incomprehensible and Everlasting creator of all things (Karta Purakh), and the Eternal and Absolute Truth 

(Satnam)".  

• Nanak ji taught people that the 'One' God dwells in every one of his creations, and that all human beings can 

have direct access to God without the need of any rituals or priests. 

• He attacked Hindu Caste system and condemned the theocracy of Mughal rulers.  

• He rejected the path of renunciation (Tyaga), emphasizing a householder's (family) life based on honest 

conduct, selfless service (Sewa), and constant devotion and remembrance of God's name.  

• In the later years of his life, Guru ji founded and settled down at the township of Kartarpur ("creator's 

town"), on the banks of river Ravi in Punjab 

• Guru Nanak ji introduced the institution of Langar (free communal kitchen) at Kartarpur, establishing the 

basic equality of all people regardless of their social and economic status.  

• In the year 1539, knowing that the end was drawing near, Guru Ji, after having tested his own two sons and 

some followers over the years, installed Bhai Lehna ji (Guru Angad Dev Ji) as the Second Nanak, and after a 

few days passed into Sachkhand. 

 

Writings of Guru Nanak ji  

• Guru Nanak Dev ji's writings, in the form of 974 spiritual hymns comprising the Japji Sahib, Asa di Var, Bara 

Mah, Sidh Gosht and Dakhni Onkar were incorporated in the scripture Guru Granth Sahib by the fifth Guru 

Arjan Dev ji 

https://www.sikhiwiki.org/index.php/Langar
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20. Dr Rajendra Prasad 
 

In news: The President of India paid homage to Dr Rajendra Prasad, the first President of India, on his birth 

anniversary 

 

A brief history of Dr. Rajendra Prasad (1884-1963) 

• He was born in 1884 in Bihar's Ziradei 

• He was a Indian politician, lawyer, and journalist who was the first president of the Republic of India (1950–

62). 

• His father, Mahadev Sahai Srivastava, was a scholar of both Sanskrit and Persian languages. His mother, 

Kamleshwari Devi 

• In June 1896, at an early age of 12, he was married to Rajavanshi Devi.  

• Prasad joined the Presidency College, Calcutta in 1902, initially as a science student. He passed the F. A. 

under the University of Calcutta in March 1904 and then graduated with a first division from there in March 

1905 

• A devoted student as well as a public activist, he was an active member of the Dawn Society( under Satish 

Chandra Mukherjee) 

• Prasad was instrumental in the formation of the Bihari Students Conference in 1906 in the hall of Patna 

College.  

 

His role in India’s independence movement 

• His first association with Indian National Congress was during the 1906 annual session organised in Calcutta, 

where he participated as a volunteer, while studying in Calcutta.  

• Formally, he joined the Indian National Congress in the year 1911, when the annual session was again held 

in Calcutta 

• During the Lucknow Session of Indian National Congress held in 1916, he met Mahatma Gandhi.  

• During the satyagraha at Champaran in 1917, Mahatma Gandhi asked him to come with his volunteers 

• He gave up his law practice in 1920 to join the noncooperation movement.  

• As a journalist in the nationalist interest, he wrote for Searchlight in English, founded and edited the Hindi 

weekly Desh (“Country”), and started his lifelong campaign to establish Hindi as the national language. 

• He was deeply influenced by Mahatma Gandhi and went to jail during the 'Salt  Satyagraha' of 1931 and 

the 'Quit India Movement' of 1942. 

• He was a president of INC in 1934, 1939, and 1947 

• In 1946 Prasad was sworn in as minister for food and agriculture in the interim government preceding full 

independence.  

• From 1946 to 1949 he presided over the Indian Constituent Assembly and helped to shape the 

constitution.  

• Rajendra Prasad was unanimously elected president in 1950 and, after the first general election (1952), 

was chosen by an overwhelming majority of the new electoral college; in 1957 he was elected to a third 

term. 

• Prasad retired from public life in 1962 because of his deteriorating health. That same year he was honoured 

with the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian award.  

• His literary works  

• Satyagraha at Champaran (1922) 

• Division of India (1946, online) 

• Atmakatha (1946), his autobiography written during his 3-year prison term in Bankipur Jail 

• Mahatma Gandhi and Bihar, Some Reminiscences(1949) 

• Bapu Ke Kadmon Mein (1954) 
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• Since Independence (published in 1960) 

• Bharatiya Shiksha 

• At the feet of Mahatma Gandhi 

 

21. Stone chariot of Hampi 
 

In news: The iconic stone chariot of Hampi gets protective ring 

 

About the stone chariot 

• The chariot is a shrine dedicated to Garuda, built inside the Vittala Temple Complex.   

• The massive sculpture of Garuda, Lord Vishnu’s escort once was seated atop the chariot but it is empty at 

the present date.  

• It was built by King Krishnadevaraya of the Vijayanagara Empire during the 16th century, who got fascinated 

with the Konark Sun temple chariot while fighting a battle in Odisha 

• Architecture: It is inspired by Dravidian style of architecture,  the chariot is a colossal structure which shows 

the skill of the earlier craftsmen and architects. 

• The base on which the chariot rests depicts beautiful mythical battle scenes in intricate details. There were 

sculptures of horses where presently elephants are seated. 

• The Hampi Chariot has earned its name among the other three famous stone chariots in India- One in 

Konark, Odisha, and the other in Mahabalipuram (Tamil Nadu). 

 

About Hampi 

• Hampi a UNESCO world Heritage site is one of the finest historical sites of medieval age in India. 

• It was the initial capital city of the famous historical Vijayanagara Empire(14th century) located on the bank 

of Tungabhadra River about 11 km away from Hospet City.  

• It is a small location covering an area of 25 sq. km. and it is totally bounded by mountains (Anjaneya, 

Malyavanta and Matanga Hills) by the three sites and rest one site is bordered by Tungabhadra River. 

• As estimated by the archaeologists the city had as many as 7 concentric layers of walls around it. 

 

Prominent temples and architecture of Hampi 

• Vittala Temple is one of the prime attractions of Hampi dedicated to Hindu God Vittala who is a form of 

Lord Vishnu. A stone made chariot in front of the entry of the temple gives extra beauty to the temple. 

• Virupaksha Temple is dedicated to the Hindu Lord Shiva. It is believed to be one of the oldest temples in 

India where people have been doing continuous worship to god for the last 7th century to till today. 

• Hemakuta is a rocky hill especially famous for several temples situated on the top of it. Among these, the 

Virupaksha Temple of this hill is most famous. This hilltop offers a lovely scenic view of Hampi. 

• Kadalekalu Ganesha is an enormous statue about 14 ft high of Lord Ganesha. Some big slender stone pillars 

with many mythological themes carved decorated the front hall of this Statue. Sasivekalu Ganesha is 

another big statue of Lord Ganesha located inside an open pavilion. 

• Krishna Temple was constructed by the Krishnadevaraya in 1513 honour to Lord Krishna. This temple is one 

of the best attractions in Hampi. The temple ground is decorated with several stunning Yalis designed pillars 

and impressive carvings of elephant balustrades. 

• Lakshmi Narasimha is a fantastic big statue of Lord Narasimha (Nara – man and Simha – lion, a lord 

combined with a man and lion’s figure) who was the 10th avatars of Lord Vishnu. This statue is the biggest in 

Hampi. 

• Queen’s bath is an indoor aquatic complex especially used for royal family bathing. It is the first ruined 

structure in the Royal Palace. 
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• Lotus Mahal is an example of complex ancient Vijayanagara architecture. The original reason for the use of 

this historical palace is still unknown. Most probably it was a cultural place where some regional forms of 

dances were performed. 

• Hazara Rama Temple is an inner temple located inside the royal house. It is dedicated to Hindu Lord Rama 

and still today one can find here some comic scripts on the stone of temple walls which depict the story of 

Ramayana. 

 

22. Inclusion of Gatka, Kalaripayattu, Thang-Ta & Mallakhamba in Khelo India 
Youth Games 2021 

 

In news: The Sports Ministry has approved the inclusion of four indigenous Games(Gatka, Kalaripayattu, Thang-Ta 

& Mallakhamba ) to be a part of Khelo India Youth Games 2021, scheduled to take place in Haryana. 

 

A brief note on the indigenous games 

Gatka 

• Gatka originates from Punjab and this traditional fighting style of the Nihang Sikh Warriors is used both as 

self-defense as well as a sport 

• The Punjabi name gatka properly refers to the wooden stick used. The word originates as a diminutive of 

Sanskrit gada "mace” 

• There are many weapons used in Gatka like, Stick, Talwar, kirpan and kataar.  

• The attacking and defense methods are based upon the positions of the hands feet and nature of weapons 

used.  

• Gatka's theory and techniques were taught by the Sikh gurus 

• After the Anglo-Sikh wars the art was banned by the new British administrators of India in the mid-19th 

century. 

• It is also displayed during the different celebrations or at fairs in Punjab 

 

Kalaripayattu 

• Kalaripayattu has its origin from Kerala and has practitioners all over the world 

• Kalaripayattu is a martial art designed for the ancient battlefield (the word "Kalari" meaning "battlefield"), 

with weapons and combative techniques that are unique to India. 

• Kalaripayattu is held in high regard by martial artists due to its long-standing history within Indian martial 

arts. It is believed to be the oldest surviving martial art in India.  

• It is also considered to be among the oldest martial arts still in existence, with its origin in the martial arts 

timeline dating back to at least the 3rd century BCE 

• Kalaripayattu is mentioned in the Vadakkan Pattukal (northern ballads) written about the Chekavar from the 

Malabar region of Kerala.  

Thang-Ta  

• Thang-Ta, a Manipuri martial art has passed into oblivion in recent decades. 

• It is one of the components of Huyen langlon martial art 

• Huyen langlon consists of two main components: thang-ta (armed combat) and sarit sarak (unarmed 

fighting). 

• The primary weapons of huyen langlon are the thang (sword) and ta (spear) 

• The thang-ta aspect of huyen langlon can be practiced in three ways: ritual, demonstration, and combat.  

○ The first way is related to tantric practices and is entirely ritualistic in nature.  

○ The second way consists of a spectacular performance involving sword and spear dances. These 

routines can be converted into actual fighting practices.  

○ The third way is the true combat application. 
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• Thang-ta shares a connection with certain war-dances, often blurring the line between dance and combat 

forms, such as thangkairol (sword dance) and khosarol (spear dance). 

 
Mallakhamba 

• Mallakhamb is a traditional sport, originating from the Indian subcontinent, in which a gymnast performs 

aerial yoga or gymnastic postures and wrestling grips in concert with a vertical stationary or hanging 

wooden pole, cane, or rope. 

• The word Mallakhamb also refers to the pole used in the sport.The pole is usually made from sheesham 

(Indian rosewood) polished with castor oil. 

• The name Mallakhamb derives from the terms malla, meaning wrestler, and khamb, which means a pole. 

Literally meaning "wrestling pole", the term refers to a traditional training implement used by wrestlers. 

• The origin of Mallakhamb can be traced to the 12th century, where it is mentioned in Manas-Olhas - a 

classic by Chalukya in 1135 A.D. For seven centuries, the art lay dormant, till it was revived by Balambhatta 

Dada Deodhar, the sports and fitness instructor to Peshwa Bajirao II 

• Mallakhamba has been well-known across India and Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra have been the 

hotspots of this sport 

• In 2013 the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh declared Mallakhamba the state sport 

 

23. Madan Mohan Malaviya and his contributions 
 

In news: Prime Minister of India pays tribute to Madan Mohan Malviya on his birth anniversary 

 

About Madan Mohan Malviya(1861-1946) 

• Known as 'Mahamana'(a luminous mind and magnanimous heart), a title given by Rabindranath Tagore, he 

was born on 25th December 1861, in Allahabad 

• Malaviya was the son of Pandit Brij Nath, a noted Sanskrit scholar, and his early education took place at two 

Sanskrit pathshalas (traditional schools).  

• After graduating from Muir Central College, Allahabad, in 1884, he took up teaching in a local school. 

• He was a scholar, educational reformer, and a leader of the Indian nationalist movement 

• Malviya made his political debut at the 1886 Calcutta (Kolkata) session of the Indian National Congress. And 

was elected president of Congress four times 

• In protest against the Communal Award, Madan Mohan Malaviya and Madhav Aney split away from the 

Indian National Congress and started Congress Nationalist Party in 1934. 

• He also served on the Imperial Legislative Council (1909–20) 

• Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya was also one of the founders of Scout and Guide in India. Madan Mohan 

Malaviya was conferred the Bharat Ratna posthumously in 2014. 

His contributions 

• Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya was the one who popularized the term ' Satyamev Jayate' which means 'Truth 

Alone Triumphs'. 

• Malviya participated actively in debates on issues including free and compulsory primary education, the 

prohibition on recruiting of Indian indentured labour in the British colonies, and the nationalization of 

railways.  

• In the freedom struggle, Malaviya was midway between the Liberals and the Nationalists, the Moderates 

and the Extremists, as the followers of Gokhale and Tilak were respectively called. 

• Though a strong supporter of Congress, Malaviya helped establish the Hindu Mahasabha (“Great Society of 

Hindus”) in 1906, which brought diverse local Hindu nationalist movements together. 

• He is also remembered for his role in ending the Indian indenture system, especially in the Caribbean.  
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• His efforts in helping the Indo-Caribbeans is compared to Mahatma Gandhi's efforts of helping Indian South 

Africans 

• Malaviya, who was keenly interested in uplifting the educational standards of the country, was the principal 

founder in 1916 of the Banaras Hindu University in Varanasi, a premier institution of learning in India.  

• He served as the university’s vice-chancellor for some two decades (1919–38) and remained active at the 

school until his death. 

• Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya’s consciousness toward the public led to the launch of his own Hindi-

language weekly, the Abhyudaya (1907), the Leader of Allahabad, an English-language daily (1909), and the 

Hindi monthly the Maryada (1910).  

• In addition, he was chairman of the board of directors of the Hindustan Times from 1924 until he died.  

 

24. Adopt a Heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan 
 

In news: The Minister of State for Tourism and Culture (I/C)took a review meeting of the “Adopt a Heritage: Apni 

Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan” project recently. 

 

About the project 

• The ‘Adopt a Heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan’ project is an initiative of the Ministry of Tourism, in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Culture and the Archaeological Survey of India. 

• It was launched in September 2017 on World Tourism Day. 

• It aims at ensuring quality & inclusive provision of amenities and facilities across heritage, natural, & tourist 

sites through active participation of private and public sector organizations and individuals. These 

organizations would be known as “Monument Mitras” for their collaboration initiative. 

• They would become ‘Monument Mitras’ through the innovative concept of “Vision Bidding”, where the 

agency with best vision  for the heritage site will be given an opportunity to associate pride with their CSR 

activities. 

• The project plans to entrust development, upgradation and maintenance of amenities and facilities at the 

heritage, natural & tourist sites to the Monument Mitras, coupled with innovation and technology 

interventions to increase awareness of these incredible treasures. 

• The project began with 93 ASI monuments and has extended to heritage, natural and tourist sites across 

India.  

• These sites are classified into various categories based on visibility and footfall.  

• The 'Monument Mitras' would take up the sites of varied visibility and footfall as a package, based on their 

viability, and through CSR. They would get visibility on the monument premises and Ministry of Tourism 

digital platforms for their initiative. 

• Under the project, 27 Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) have been awarded to 12 Monument Mitras 

for twenty-five (25) sites and two (2) Technological interventions across India. 

• Under the MoUs handed over for implementation of amenities includes basic facilities such as Dustbin; 

Public Conveniences; Clean drinking water facility; Illumination; Ease of Access; Aesthetics and cleanliness of 

site; Bench Installations, Waste Management; App based Multi lingual Audio Guide; Installation of Digi Kiosk 

and Ticketing Kiosk; Signage -Descriptive and directional; Wi-Fi. 

• Advanced amenities under implementation include Visitor Facility Centre; Sound and Light Show -3D-

Projection Mapping (Interior and Exterior); Snack Counter & Souvenir Shop; Augmented Reality Experience 

and Virtual Reality (360-degree Experience).  

 
The objectives of the project are : 

• Developing basic tourism infrastructure in and around heritage sites, monuments, natural sites and tourist 

sites. 
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• Develop facilities and amenities to improve the tourist experience at heritage sites, monuments, natural 

sites and tourist sites. 

• Promote cultural and heritage value of the country and develop avenues to create awareness about the 

heritage/natural/tourist sites in the country 

• Develop and promote sustainable tourism infrastructure and ensure proper Operations and Maintenance 

therein. 

• Develop employment opportunities and support livelihoods of local communities at the heritage, natural 

and tourist sites. 

 
Who is eligible for adopting a heritage site / monument under the project? 

• Private and Public Sector Companies, Trusts, NGOs and Individuals are eligible for adopting heritage site (s)/ 

monument (s) under this project. However, the finalization of this interest, will depend on their evaluation 

of their proposal and other criteria provided under the project guidelines 

 

List of Monuments/Sites identified and adopted by companies (monument-wise, company-wise and state-wise) 

under the Adopt a Heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan, Project 

Sl.No. Agency/Monument Mitras Sl.No. Name of Monument State 

1. Dalmia Bharat Ltd. 1. Red Fort Delhi  

2. Gandikota Fort Andhra Pradesh 

2. Adventure Tour Operators 

Association of India 

3. Area surrounding Gangotri 

Temple and Trail to Gaumukh 

Uttrakhand 

4. Mt. Stok Kangri Trek, Lakakh Jammu and Kashmir 

3. Apeejay Park Hotels 5. Jantar Mantar Delhi 

4. Bliss Inns (V-Resorts) 6. Surajkund Haryana 

5. Yatra Online 7. Qutub Minar Delhi 

8. Ajanta Caves Maharashtra 

9. Leh Palace, Leh Jammu & Kashmir 

10. Hampi (Hazara Rama Temple) Karnataka 


