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AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURE

Farmers movements

Agriculture is considered as the backbone of Indian economy. History has given us numerous
instances of farmer movements which are prominent even today. Recent passage of three farm
laws and the opposition those laws are facing and the features of such movements has to be analysed in detail from upsc mains point of view.
In News: Farmers are protesting countrywide against the new farm laws.

Placing it in syllabus: Indian society

Static dimensions
◆ History of major farmer movements in
India
◆ Features of the farmer movement
◆ Techniques and Nature of struggle
◆ Important Pressure Groups of Farmers in
India

Current dimensions
◆ In news

Content

In news:
◆ Three farm laws enacted in September, 2020 to allow agri-businesses to freely trade farm produce without
restrictions have gained criticism countrywide.
◆ They permit private traders to stockpile large quantities of essential commodities for future sales and lay
down new rules for contract farming.
◆ Farmers are of the view that the reforms will make them vulnerable to exploitation by big corporations, erode
their bargaining power and weaken the government’s Minimum Support Price system that offers cultivators
assured prices from the government.
◆ The laws are being blamed as pro-corporate and will eventually be detrimental to the farm sector.
◆ Thousands of farmers have been camping at Delhi’s borders and disrupted traf�ic movement from and to
Haryana seeking the repeal of the laws.
◆ The blockade has also hit the supply of goods from Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu and Kashmir.
◆ However the government has maintained the laws bring freedom from middlemen even as the farmers see
intermediaries as necessary service providers.
The Central government sent a proposal to 13 farmer unions protesting near Delhi which has the follow
ing points:
◆ On concerns raised by farmers about the scrapping of the MSP regime and shifting of trade to private players,
the government said that it was ready to give a written assurance that the existing MSP will continue.
◆ On farmers’ fears that mandis would weaken after the new laws, the government said an amendment can be
made wherein state governments can register the traders operating outside mandis. States can also impose
tax and cess as they used in APMC mandis on them.
◆ On concerns that farmers may be duped as anyone having just a PAN card is allowed to trade outside APMC
mandis, the government said to rule out such apprehensions, the state governments can be given the power
to register such traders and make rules keeping in mind the local situation of farmers.
◆ On the issue of farmers not getting the right to appeal in civil courts for dispute resolution, the government
said it is open to making an amendment to provide for an appeal in civil courts. Currently, the dispute resolution is at SDM level.
◆ On fears that big corporates will take over farmlands, the government has said that for more clarity, it can be
written that no buyer can take loans against farmland nor any such condition will be made to farmers.
◆ On demands to scrap the proposed Electricity Amendment bill 2020, the government said there won’t be any
change in the existing system of electricity bill payment for farmers.
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History of Major Farmer Movements in India:
Agrarian movements in post-Independence India fall into three categories:

Anti-feudal movements against exploitation by landlords or against the state:
◆ Such movements demanded redistribution of land, higher wages for labour, lower rents to small peasants,
and an end to other exploitative practices.
◆ In the immediate post-Independence period, discontent arising out of the failure of the state to ful�il its promise of land reform resulted in several ‘land grab’ movements led by peasant leaders, who in many cases
belonged to Socialist and Communist parties/organizations.
◆ The developmental state was entrusted with the duty to ensure productive ownership of land resources by
abolishing intermediaries and oppressive tenancy practices.
◆ Thus, the government came with institutional means to reform land distribution.
◆ The state was quite successful in abolishing zamindari as it was a remnant of colonialism and the zamindari
class was regarded as oppressor by the agrarian struggles.
◆ The peasant struggles took a radical turn in the post-1960’s such as the Naxal Bari movement mainly due to
the apathy of the state which was misappropriated by Maoists who promoted violent means of uprooting the
state.
Movements by rich peasants/capitalist farmers following the Green Revolution in the 1960:
◆ Led by rich farmer organizations, these movements acted as pressure groups upon the state and demanded
policies bene�icial to them.
◆ A section of the bigger farmers who bene�ited from the Green Revolution became the new power holders in
the countryside.
◆ The state, and not the landlord, was viewed as the ‘enemy’, and larger issues such as urban versus rural interests and terms of trade with industry have been central to these movements.
◆ Employing strategies different from the �irst category, they have in some cases mobilized the smaller peasantry, but have little to offer to small tenants and landless labour.
◆ The increasing class differentiation made bigger landowners conscious of their interests, leading to rich farmers’ movements in the 1970s.
◆ There is a positive correlation between the high productivity districts and these movements: Punjab, Haryana, western UP, Gujarat, irrigated districts of Maharashtra and Karnataka, coastal Andhra Pradesh, and parts
of Tamil Nadu.
Farmers’ movements post globalization:
These movements are smaller, largely against state governments that have introduced market-oriented
policies, and no longer attract the small/marginal farmer as issues have undergone considerable change.
◆ The state’s inability to prioritize agricultural development is regarded as a primary factor for growing agrarian crisis in post-1991 India.
◆ The adoption of the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) in 1991, leading to the globalization of the
economy, has resulted in major policy shifts, with serious implications for agriculture: freeing of controls,
removal of subsidies and price support, a move towards dependence on market forces, and the opening of the
economy, leading to the freer import/export of agricultural commodities.
◆ The state is considered as the primary culprit for the rising farmer’s suicides due to the state ignorant attitude
towards the state of small and marginal farmers facing the burden of fragilities of Monsoon, Market and other
externalities.
◆

Features of the farmer movements:
These movements believe in the principle of going beyond locality, that is, beyond nation/nationality to internationalism.
◆ They believe in united or undifferentiated struggle.
◆ They refuse to divide the social categories on the basis of economic position.
◆ The farmers’ movement believe in the single point agenda of analyzing the backwardness from the perspective of remunerative prices and believe that the remunerative prices to the agricultural commodities, if given,
will have a �ilter-down effect.
◆ The movements believes in secularism and many times resort to constitutional means such as agitations and
dharna.
◆
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Techniques and nature of struggle of Farmers Pressure Groups:
◆ The organisations send letters and petitions to the ministries and other executives of the government to
argue their case and get concessions.
◆ They may protest which takes any form – from a peaceful gathering to competing elections against some
unpopular politician or even bandhs and hartals.
◆ They form several homogenous voting groups and pressure groups to put forward their case. E.g. Kisan
Sabhas
◆ Often farmers’ organisations directly �ight the elections and enter the Parliament and State Assemblies. They
try to in�luence the government policies either supporting the government or pressuring it with the opposition. Ex: Political out�its such as Karnataka Rajya Raitha Sangha, Swabhimani Shetkari Sangathan in Maharashtra.
◆ The farmers’ organizations offer support to the political parties during the election time and sometimes
even during the non-election times. They control the parties through this voting-in-a-bloc mechanism.
◆ In recent times, the long march of farmers to prominent cities for their demands has become an active
medium of voicing their issues.
◆ With the gains made in mass media and education level, there are various experts and members of these farmers organizations who constantly raise their issues and opinions through media, social media and interviews.
Important Pressure Groups of Farmers:
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Indian Farmers’ Union) is a non-partisan farmer’s representative organisation in
India. It was founded by Chaudhary Charan Singh from the Punjab Khetibari Union (Punjab Farming
Union). The western Uttar Pradesh branch of the union was founded on 17 October 1986 by Mahendra Singh
Tikait. The union is af�iliated to the All India Kisan Sangharsh Coordination Committee.
◆ All India Kisan Sabha (All India Peasants Union, also known as the Akhil Bharatiya Kisan Sabha), was the
name of the peasants front of the Community Party of India formed by Sahajananda Saraswati in 1936. It later
split into two organisations.
◆

All India Kisan Sabha (Ajoy Bhawan), attached to Communist Party of India.
All India Kisan Sabha ( Pt. Ravi Shankar Shukla Lane), attached to Communist party of India (Marxist).

◆
◆
◆

The Bharatiya Kisan Sangh (BKS) is an Indian farmers’ organization that is politically linked to the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, and a member of the Sangh Parivar. It was founded by Dattopant Thengadi in 1978.
Swabhimani Shetkari Sanghatana or SSS is a farmers union based in Kolhapur, Maharashtra. It is part of the
Shiv Sena.
All India Kisan Sammelan led by Raj Narain

Mould your thought:

1) Farming pressure groups play an important role in shaping government policies. Discuss.
Approach to the answer:
◆ Brief about why it is in news
◆ Write how farmer pressure groups emerged in India
◆ Techniques used by farmer pressure groups
◆ Conclusion
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ECONOMY
ECONOMY

Second Cohort under the
Regulatory Sandbox

Regulatory sandbox is important from the perspective of adopting new technology, consumer
awareness and inclusive growth. All these aspects are interrelated for UPSC preparation.
In News: The RBI announced opening of Second Cohort under the Regulatory Sandbox.

Placing it in syllabus: Economy

Static dimensions
◆ What is a regulatory sandbox?
◆ IFSCA and regulatory sandbox
◆ Phase 1 of regulatory sandbox
◆ Regulatory
sandbox announced
decongestion of cities

Current dimensions
◆ In news
for

Content

In news:
◆ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has invited companies in the cross-border payments space to apply as part
of the second cohort of its regulatory sandbox.
◆ It released the framework for its regulatory sandbox in August 2019, which would help companies and startups test new payments and lending solutions, under limited regulatory controls and supervision.
◆ The aim of creating the sandbox is to test a “product’s viability without the need for a larger and more expensive roll-out”.
◆ It also gives regulators “�irst-hand empirical evidence on the bene�its and risks of emerging technologies and
their implication”.
◆ The Cohort is expected to spur innovations capable of recasting the cross-border payments landscape by
leveraging new technologies to meet the needs of a low cost, secure, convenient and transparent system in a
faster manner.
◆ The framework for the sandbox has been updated in order to broadbase the eligibility criteria.
◆ It has reduced the minimum net-worth requirement from ₹25 lakh to ₹10 lakh and has also allowed Partnership �irms and a Limited Liability Partnership to participate in the sandbox.
◆ Interested entities can apply to participate in the second cohort of the RBI’s sandbox between December 21,
2020 to February 15, 2021.
The RBI has decided that the third cohort of the sandbox will focus on MSME lending solutions.

What is a regulatory sandbox?
◆ A Regulatory Sandbox (RS) is a framework that allows for live-testing of new products or services in a
controlled environment.
◆ RBI’s framework for a regulatory sandbox outlines a ‘learning by doing’ approach for all ecosystem players.
◆ With certain safeguards, the regulator allows start-ups/Fintechs/tech companies/banks to innovate their
products.
◆ Regulatory sandbox allows a few cohorts with a limited number of entrants to test their product.
◆ The cohorts can run at various time periods but shall be completed within six months.
◆ The presence of appropriate safeguards helps in containing the consequences of failure.
◆ The sandbox allows for the pilot testing of newly developed technologies.
◆ RBI has segregated innovation into two parts: Innovative products and services and Innovative technology.
◆ The regulatory sandbox framework doesn’t allow any FinTechs or start-ups to innovate with cryptocurrency.
◆ RBI has also given an exclusion list where it will not entertain any innovation.
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For the sandbox framework to work, banks will have to
come on board �irst, then �intechs and startups consume
the API (application programming interface) provided by
the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) and
banks.
IFSCA and regulatory sandbox:
◆ The International Financial Services Centres Authority
(IFSCA) has introduced a framework for Regulatory Sandbox.
◆ Under this Sandbox framework, entities operating in the
capital market, banking, insurance and �inancial services
space shall be granted certain facilities and �lexibilities to
experiment with innovative FinTech solutions in a live
environment with a limited set of real customers for a
limited time frame.
◆ These features shall be forti�ied with necessary safeguards
for investor protection and risk mitigation.
◆

The Regulatory Sandbox shall operate within the IFSC located at GIFT City, Gujarat.
◆ All entities (regulated as well as unregulated) operating in the capital market, banking, insurance and pension
sectors as well as individuals and startups from India and FATF compliant jurisdictions, shall be eligible for
participation.
◆ IFSCA shall assess the applications and extend suitable regulatory relaxations to commence limited purpose
testing in the Sandbox.
◆ Market Infrastructure Institutions (MIIs) operating in the IFSC will manage the Innovation Sandbox.
Phase 1 of regulatory sandbox:
◆ The Reserve Bank opened the �irst cohort under the Regulatory Sandbox with ‘Retail Payments’ as its theme.
◆ It is expected to spur innovation in digital payments space and help in offering payment services to the
unserved and underserved segment of the population.
◆ Migration to digital modes of making a payment can obviate some of the costs associated with a cash economy
and can give customers a friction-free experience.
◆ The innovative products/services shall be considered for inclusion under RS such as:
mobile payments including feature phone based payment services.
◆ Of�line payment solutions – Though mobile internet speed has risen, connectivity issues remain unresolved
in large areas. Therefore, providing an option of off-line payments through mobile devices for furthering the
adoption of digital payments is required.
◆ Contactless payments – Contactless payments, while decreasing the time taken for payment checkout, also
ease payments for small ticket payment transactions.
◆ The live testing of new products or services in a controlled environment may require a bank/NBFC/any other
partner for the testing to commence.
◆ From November 16, 2020, two entities – Natural Support Consultancy Services Pvt Ltd, Jaipur and Nucleus
Software Exports Ltd, New Delhi started testing of their products under its RS- First cohort on Retail
Payments – Test Phase.
◆

Natural Support Consultancy Services’ product ‘eRupaya’ is a set of Near-Field Communication (NFC) based
Prepaid card and NFC-enabled Point of Sale (PoS) device to facilitate of�line Person-to-Merchant (P2M)
transactions and of�line digital payments in remote locations and the of�line digital cash product, ‘PaySe’, of
Nucleus Software Exports will help connect with rural areas for e-payments.

Regulatory sandbox announced for decongestion of cities:
◆ Startups could soon get to try out novel transport models in cities under regulatory sandboxes to live-test
promising services, as the government bets on innovation in mobility to ease urban congestion.
◆ The government is ready to provide a regulatory sandbox to any company that comes with a better (transport) model and help them to �ine-tune their model.
◆ The government is open to the idea of startups or companies introducing fresh mobility models beyond cab
aggregation as it has already become established.
◆ Car pooling, bike taxi and other micro mobility options offered by startups are also gaining popularity.
◆ Though there can be one common idea, implementation will have to vary from state-to–state depending on
mobility requirements.
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Mould your thought:

1) Explain the utility of a Regulatory Sandbox (RS). How does the RS announced by RBI spur
innovation and growth?
Approach to the answer:
◆ De�ine Regulatory Sandbox (RS)
◆ Write about its importance
◆ Write the advantages of phase-1 of RS
◆ Explain the newly announced phase -2 of RS and its advantage
◆ Conclusion

ECONOMY

National Strategy on Financial Education
India is the third largest economy in the world in terms of purchasing power parity and is aiming
to become a USD 5 trillion economy. This requires greater formalisation of the economy and greater �inancial inclusion. As the strategy is a post-pandemic measure by RBI, for upsc one should
know its features and the signi�icance of �inancial education.

In news: National Strategy on Financial Education (2020-25) has been released by RBI
Placing it in syllabus: Economy
Static dimensions
◆ Financial

education in India
◆ Financial inclusion initiatives so far

Content

Current dimensions
◆ National strategy for �inancial education

National strategy for �inancial education (NSFE) (2020-2025):
◆ It has the vision of creating a �inancially aware and empowered India.
◆ It focusses on various aspects of �inancial education across banking, insurance, pension and investments
through greater roles for �inancial institutions (both banks and non-banks), educational institutions, industry
bodies and other stakeholders.
◆ In order to reach out to the various target groups (school children, teachers, young adults, women, new
entrants at workplace/ entrepreneurs (MSMEs), senior citizens, Divyang persons, illiterate people), innovative techniques and digital modes of delivery including targeted modules for speci�ic categories of customers
have been envisaged.
◆ Due emphasis has also been given to safe usage of digital �inancial services and enhancing awareness about
grievance redress measures.
◆ The evaluation methods to assess progress in �inancial education have also been identi�ied as one of the
strategic objectives.
◆ The strategy includes a ‘5 Cs’ approach for dissemination of �inancial education through emphasis on development of relevant Content (including Curriculum in schools, colleges and training establishments); Capacity
of the intermediaries who provide �inancial services and education; leveraging on the positive effect of Community led model for �inancial literacy through appropriate Communication Strategy and enhancing Collaboration among various stakeholders.
Financial education in India:

Financial education plays a vital role in creating demand side response by enabling greater awareness and access to
appropriate �inancial products and services through regulated entities. Financial resilience of individuals and their
families can also be strengthened through �inancial education.
To achieve these objectives, initiatives taken areSetting of a National Centre for Financial Education (NCFE):
◆ The NCFE has been set up by the four �inancial sector regulators as a Section 8 (Not for Pro�it) Company to
promote Financial Education across India for all sections of the population as per the NSFE.
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NCFE undertakes �inancial education campaigns across the country through seminars, workshops, conclaves,
training programmes, campaigns, etc.. to help people manage money more effectively and achieve �inancial
wellbeing in the process.
2. Centre for Financial Literacy (CFL) project:
◆ It is an innovative way to impart �inancial education through community approach, conceptualised by the RBI
in 2017.
◆ It is a participatory approach to �inancial literacy at the Block level involving select banks and NGOs.
◆ Initially set up in 100 blocks on a pilot basis, the project is now being scaled up across the country to every
block in a phased manner by March 2024.
◆ This project ensures greater involvement and receptibility of the community on the demand side so as to align
with the expansion of institutional initiatives on the supply side.
◆ During the COVID-19 related nationwide lockdown, various approaches like using social media, mass media
(including local TV channels, Radio), reaching out to local school education boards, training missions of the
SHGs were undertaken across the country to continue dissemination of �inancial education.
◆

Financial inclusion initiatives so far:
◆ Financial inclusion initiatives in India started in the aftermath of the �irst All India Rural Credit Survey in 1954
with promotion of cooperatives.
◆ It was later followed by expansion of branch network after nationalization of major private sector banks,
launch of Lead Bank Scheme, promotion of Self Help Groups(SHGs), Joint Liability Groups (JLGs), implementation of Banking Correspondents (BC) model, expansion of banking outlets, creation of payments banks,
small �inance banks, etc.
◆ The largest impact in recent years came from the opening of Jan Dhan accounts and implementation of the
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY).
◆ PMJDY has resulted in almost every household having access to formal banking services along with a platform
for availing low value credit, insurance and pension schemes.
◆ The Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile (JAM) eco system has made a signi�icant difference in the universe of �inancial inclusion.
◆ Among several initiatives, the pilot project launched by the RBI in Oct 2019 to make one identi�ied district in
every State/Union Territory 100% digitally enabled by March 2021 is signi�icant.
◆ Forty-two such districts including 8 aspirational districts are part of this initiative.
◆ The Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) approved the National Strategy for Financial Inclusion (NSFI) document which was launched by RBI in January, 2020.
◆ The NSFI envisions making �inancial services available, accessible, and affordable to all the citizens in a safe
and transparent manner to support inclusive growth through a multi-stakeholder approach.
Mould your thought:

1) What is the need for �inancial education in India? How does the National
Strategy for Financial Education (NSFE) help in ful�illing it?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write the need for �inancial education
◆ Brief about initiatives launched for �inancial education
◆ Explain the features of NSFE
◆ Conclusion

ECONOMY

India on US currency watch list
India after getting removed from the US watchlist last year has been added again in the latest
report. Though the move doesn’t have any immediate implications, it may create a negative perspective about Indian economy in the global markets. For UPSC, one should know about the report,
the criteria that decides the additions to the report and the effects of getting added to it.
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In news: USA has put India on currency watch list
Placing it in syllabus: Economy
Dimension
◆ What

is a dirty �loat?
◆ What is the criteria for currency manipultion by USA?
◆ What are its effects?
◆ What is India’s stand?

Content

The United States has included India in its monitoring list of countries with potentially “questionable foreign
exchange policies” and “currency manipulation”. In May, 2019, India was removed from the watchlist in the US Treasury Department’s semi-annual foreign-exchange report to the US Congress.
What is a dirty �loat?
◆ A dirty �loat is a �loating exchange rate where a country’s central bank occasionally intervenes to change the
direction or the pace of change of a country’s currency value.
◆ A dirty �loat occurs when the government’s monetary rules or laws affect the pricing of its currency.
◆ In most instances, the central bank in a dirty �loat system acts as a buffer against an external economic
shock before its effects become disruptive to the domestic economy.
◆ A dirty �loat is also known as a “managed �loat.”
◆ The goal of a dirty �loat is to keep currency volatility low and promote economic stability.
◆ With a dirty �loat, the exchange rate is allowed to �luctuate on the open market, but the central bank can intervene to keep it within a certain range, or prevent it from trending in an unfavorable direction.
What are the criteria for currency manipulation by the USA?
‘Currency manipulator’ is a label given by the US government to countries it feels are engaging in “unfair
currency practices” by deliberately devaluing their currency against the dollar.
◆ It means that the country in question is arti�icially lowering the value of its currency to gain an unfair advantage over others.
◆ This is because the devaluation would reduce the cost of exports from that country and arti�icially show a
reduction in trade de�icits as a result.
◆ An economy meeting two of the three criteria in the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015
is placed on the Monitoring List.
◆

Criteria:
◆ A “signi�icant” bilateral trade surplus with the US – that is, at least $20 billion over a 12-month period.
◆ A material current account surplus equivalent to at least 2 percent of GDP over a 12-month period.
◆ “Persistent”, one-sided intervention- when net purchases of foreign currency totalling at least 2 percent of the
country’s GDP over a 12 month period are conducted repeatedly, in at least six out of 12 months.
Its effects:
◆ Once on the Monitoring List, an economy will remain there for at least two consecutive reports.
◆ This move is to help ensure that any improvement in performance versus the criteria is durable and is not due
to temporary factors.
◆ The designation of a country as a currency manipulator does not immediately attract any penalties, but tends
to dent the con�idence about a country in the global �inancial markets.

Taiwan and Thailand are also added to the Monitoring List of US’ major trading partners that “merit close attention”
to their currency practices and macroeconomic policies. Other countries in the latest list comprise China, Japan,
Korea, Germany, Italy, Singapore, Malaysia.
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What is India’s stand?
◆ India’s bilateral goods trade surplus with the US totalled $22 billion in the �irst four quarters through June 2020.
◆ Based on the central bank’s intervention data, India’s net purchases of foreign exchange accelerated notably in the
second half of 2019.
◆ Following sales during the initial onset of the pandemic, India sustained net purchases for much of the �irst half of
2020, which pushed net purchases of foreign exchange to $64 billion or 2.4% of GDP.
Mould your thought:

1) What criteria is used by the US to classify countries as currency manipulator?
What implication does it have on India?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about the latest report
◆ Write about the criteria used
◆ Write why India has been added to the latest list
◆ Write the implications of getting added to the list
◆ Conclusion
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ENVIRONMENT
ENVIRONMENT

Forest ﬁres

Throughout the world, forest �ires affect human life and health, human property and well being,
cultural and natural heritage, recreation, economic and social infrastructures and the balance of
greenhouse gases. Climate change is also affecting our globe which exacerbates the current risks of
forest �ires. In this context one has to study about the vulnerability of India and how to tackle this
global problem of forest �ires.Throughout the world, forest �ires affect human life and health,

In news: According to the Global Climate Report of the UN, 2020 is one of three hottest years ever recorded.
Placing it in syllabus: Environment
Static dimensions
◆ What

are the types of forest �ires?

Content

Current dimensions
◆ Recent and the worst catastrophes in
India and globe
◆ Vulnerability in India
◆ Strategies used to contain them in
India
◆ What needs to be done to contain them

Recent and the worst catastrophes in world:
◆ The U.N. chief has warned that the world was on the brink of a “climate catastrophe” in 2020.
◆ According to the U.N.’s World Meteorological Organization (WMO)’s State of the Global Climate report,
2020, the past six years, 2015 to 2020, are set to make up all six of the hottest years since modern
records began in 1850.
◆ Apocalyptic �ires, �loods, cyclones and hurricanes are increasingly becoming the new normal.
◆ Humanity is waging war on nature which is suicidal.
◆ As per the report, the average global temperature in 2020 is set to be about 1.2 degrees Celsius above the
pre-industrial level and there is at least a one in �ive chance of it temporarily exceeding 1.5 degrees Celsius by
2024.
◆ Greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, the main driver of climate change hit record highs in 2019 and continued climbing in 2020.
◆ 2020 saw ‘new extreme temperatures’ on land, sea and especially in the Arctic. Wild�ires consumed vast areas
in Australia, Siberia, the US west coast and South America.
◆ Flooding in parts of Africa and southeast Asia led to massive population displacement and undermined food
security for millions.
◆ The heat in northern Siberia reached 38 degrees Celsius at Verkhoyansk on June 20, provisionally the
highest known temperature anywhere north of the Arctic Circle.
◆ The WMO said that more than 80% of the ocean area had experienced at least one marine heatwave so far in
2020.
◆ The sea level has risen at a higher rate due partly to increased melting of ice sheets in Greenland and Antarctica.
◆ In the Arctic, the annual minimum sea-ice extent was the second lowest on record.
◆ There were a record 30 named storms, including 13 hurricanes, formed in the Atlantic Ocean.

Vulnerability in India:
According to the 2019 report by the Forest Survey of India (FSI), about 21.40% of forest cover in India is
prone to �ires, with forests in the north-eastern region and central India being the most vulnerable.
◆ The forest �ire points (FFP) were analysed using a moderate resolution imaging spectroradiometer (MODIS).
◆ The analysis showed that extremely �ire prone areas account for 3.89% of total forest cover, very highly
�ire prone areas account for 6.01% and highly �ire prone areas for 11.50%.
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◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

Mizoram recorded the
highest number of �ire
alerts (2,795).
The seven States of the
north-eastern region make
up about one-third of alerts
in the country.
One of the major reasons
for forest �ires in the
north-east
is
slash-and-burn cultivation,
commonly called jhoom or
jhum cultivation.
Central Indian States also
record a high number of
forest �ire alerts, with
Madhya Pradesh the
highest followed by Maharashtra and Odisha.
The reasons for �ires here
are man made, particularly
in cases where people visit
forests and leave burning
bidis, cigarette stubs or
other in�lammable materials.

The thunderstorms are the most likely cause when it comes to natural reasons.
◆ High atmospheric temperatures and dryness (low humidity) offer favorable circumstances for a �ire to start.
◆ Studies suggest that climate change in�luences forest �ire frequency and intensity, resulting in forests becoming
increasingly in�lammable.
Strategies used to contain them in India:
National Action Plan on Forest Fires:
◆ The MoEFCC has prepared a National Action Plan on Forest Fires in 2018 after several rounds of consultation with
all states and UTs.
◆ The objective of this plan is to minimize forest �ires by informing, enabling and empowering forest fringe communities and incentivizing them to work in tandem with the State Forest Departments.
◆ The plan intends to substantially reduce the vulnerability of forests across diverse forest ecosystems in the country
against �ire hazards, enhance capabilities of forest personnel and institutions in �ighting �ires and swift recovery
subsequent to �ire incidents.
◆

Forest Fire Prevention and Management scheme:
◆ The MoEFCC provides forest �ire prevention and management measures under the Centrally Sponsored Forest Fire
Prevention and Management (FPM) scheme.
◆ It is the only centrally funded program speci�ically dedicated to assist the states in dealing with forest �ires.
◆ Nodal of�icers for forest �ire prevention and control have been appointed in each state.
◆ The FPM replaced the Intensi�ication of Forest Management Scheme (IFMS) in 2017.
◆ Funds allocated under the FPM are according to a center-state cost-sharing formula, with a 90:10 ratio of central
to state funding in the Northeast and Western Himalayan regions and a 60:40 ratio for all other states.
◆ It also provides the states the �lexibility to direct a portion of the National Afforestation Programme (NAP) and
Mission for Green India (GIM) funding toward forest �ire work.
What needs to be done to contain them?

The World Conservation Union (IUCN), The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and The Worldwide Fund for Nature
(WWF) along with multilateral agencies, governments, private sector and local communities have developed
integrated �ire management approaches that have following core elements.
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◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

Supporting research to improve the understanding of forest �ires and their ecology, ecological and social costs and
bene�its, causes and management options.
Building awareness amongst policy-makers, the public and the media of the underlying causes of catastrophic
forest �ires.
Mandating and equipping managers to implement integrated �ire management programs.
Involving local communities and land managers in management planning and implementation, assisting them to
participate effectively.
Developing and enforcing compatible and mutually reinforcing land-use laws that provide a legal basis for the
ecologically appropriate use of �ire.
Discouraging land management practices that predispose forests to harmful �ires.
Promoting management strategies to mimic natural �ire regimes, including techniques such as prescribed burns
and managed wild�ires.
Avoiding manipulating natural or well-established �ire regimes.
Establishing reliable �ire monitoring systems that provide early warning of high �ire risk and �ire occurrence, and
include evaluation of ecological and human impacts of �ire.
Preventing further forest loss and degradation from recurrent catastrophic �ires, and reduce �ire risk in forested
landscapes, through ecologically appropriate restoration.

What are the types of forest �ires?
◆ Surface Fire – This type of �ire spreads along the ground as the surface litter (senescent leaves and twigs and
dry grasses etc) on the forest �loor and is engulfed by the spreading �lames.
◆ Underground Fire (Muck �ires) – In most of the dense forests a thick mantle of organic matter is found on
top of the mineral soil. This �ire spreads in by consuming such materials. These �ires usually spread entirely
underground and burn for some meters below the surface. This �ire spreads very slowly and in most of the
cases it becomes very hard to detect and control such type of �ires. They may continue to burn for months and
destroy vegetative cover of the soil.
◆ Ground Fire – These �ires are �ires in the subsurface organic fuels, such as duff layers under forest stands,
Arctic tundra or taiga, and organic soils of swamps or bogs. The smoldering underground �ires sometimes
changes into Ground �ire. This �ire burns roots and other material on or beneath the surface together with the
layer of organic matter in various stages of decay. They are more damaging than surface �ires, as they can
destroy vegetation completely.
◆ Crown Fire – A crown �ire is one in which the crown of trees and shrubs burn, often sustained by a surface
�ire. A crown �ire is particularly very dangerous in a coniferous forest because resinous material given off
burning logs burn furiously. On hill slopes, if the �ire starts downhill, it spreads up fast as heated air adjacent
to a slope tends to �low up the slope spreading �lames along with it. If the �ire starts uphill, there is less likelihood of it spreading downwards.
◆ Firestorms – Among the forest �ires, the �ire spreading most rapidly is the �irestorm, which is an intense �ire
over a large area. As the �ire burns, heat rises and air rushes in, causing the �ire to grow. Temperatures inside
these storms can reach around 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit.
Mould your thought:

1) Discuss the vulnerability of India to forest �ires. What strategies are adopted to contain these �ires?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about India’s vulnerability to forest �ires
◆ Draw map showing regions
◆ Write about the strategies followed
◆ Way forward
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Digital strike

The digital sector plays an important role in the development of the economy and is the electronic
backbone for a country. With the recent banning of China apps, India needs to recognize the importance and strike a balance between the protection of the country’s sovereignty and integrity as
well as the country’s growth and development in the digital sector.

In news: India bans 43 more Chinese Apps.
Placing it in syllabus: Foreign relations
Static dimensions
◆ Advantages of Digital Strike
◆ Drawbacks of Digital Strike

Content

Current dimensions
In news
◆ Grounds of Ban
◆ Procedure of ban
◆

In news:
◆ The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has banned 43 new Chinese mobile apps under
Section 69A of the Information Technology Act.
◆ This action was taken based on the inputs regarding these apps for engaging in activities which are prejudicial
to sovereignty and integrity of India, defence of India, security of state and public order.
◆ The order was issued based on comprehensive reports received from Indian Cyber Crime Coordination
Center, Ministry of Home Affairs.

Two previous instances of Digital Strike:
Following the strain in relations between two countries after the bloody clash at Galwan valley, the Indian government had banned 59 apps on June 29, 2020, and on September 2 it had banned 118 more apps. So far, India has
banned 224 China-based apps in a bid to lessen its economic engagement with China and lay major impetus on
homegrown products and services. The move helps in pushing for local development of products, apps and services
under Atmanirbhar Bharat scheme.

Grounds of Ban:
Biggest security concern is that a lot of apps on smartphones collect massive amounts of data which has nothing to do with the service it provides and it takes several security-sensitive and intrusive permissions which
the user doesn’t understand but ends up agreeing to.
◆ Several citizens had reportedly raised concerns in representations to the Indian Computer Emergency
Response Team (CERT-In) regarding security of data and loss of privacy in using these apps.
◆ The MeITy had received “exhaustive recommendations” from the Home Ministry’s Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre.
◆ The noti�ication issued by the Ministry has characterized the applications which are banned as “malicious”,
indicating several complaints against these applications of unauthorized transmission of user data to the
servers outside India.
◆

Procedure of ban :
Under Section 69A of the IT Act, 2000, the government can ban apps under normal and emergency clauses.

◆

Under the emergency route, content can be blocked on the directions of the Secretary, Department of IT, who
must consider the impugned content and record his reasons for doing so. The order of the Secretary must be
placed before the government committee within 48 hours. Based on the recommendations of this committee,
the order can then be �inalised or vacated.
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◆

◆

In the normal course, an order to block content requires: (a) a decision to be made by a government committee (b) relevant intermediaries to be given an opportunity to be heard by this committee. These processes are
not required when emergency provisions are used.
Rule 16 of the Blocking rules under IT act requires strict con�identiality to be maintained regarding blocking
requests, complaints received, and actions taken. However, as recognised by the Supreme Court in the Anuradha Bhasin case, publishing such orders is the only way in which the reasons and rationale for the decision
can be judged.

Advantages of Digital Strike:
◆ Helps to safeguard the sovereignty and integrity of India as these particular apps infringed the personal data
and prejudiced the privacy of the Indian citizens.
◆ The Indian IT industry is set to achieve higher goals and cross more momentous milestones in the digital
sector as domestic applications gain momentum.
◆ Through these bans, India has sent a message that it is no longer dependent on passive diplomacy.
◆ As data streams and digital technology are a new currency of global power and economy, India has soon
realized the importance of the privacy of databases.

Drawbacks of Digital Strike:
◆ Dependency and reliance of India on Chinese products in several critical and strategic sectors are still very
high.
◆ The data privacy issues by unauthorized and illegal activities are not only con�ined to only Chinese apps.
◆ As India is one of the main application markets for China, due to the ban China may receive a lot of economical
drawbacks. Hence China has made veiled threats to take the matter to the World Trade Organisation (WTO)
as India’s measure of selectively and discriminatorily banning Chinese apps runs against fair and transparent
procedure requirements.
Mould your thought:

1) Analyze India’s move to ban Chinese apps. What are the drawbacks of India’s digital strike on China?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about recent Chinese app ban
◆ Brief about previous bans
◆ Write the advantages of ban
◆ Write the drawbacks

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Bhutan- Germany relations
Bhutan’s biggest neighbour to the South- India has safeguarded the Bhutanese approach and the
revised friendship treaty of 2007 is testimony to that. With the new diplomatic ties of Bhutan with
Germany one can notice how the mountain nation is opening up to the international community.
However, given the strategic importance of Bhutan, India should be wary of Bhutan’s relations
with other countries, mainly China.

In news: Bhutan has established formal ties with Germany.
Placing it in syllabus: Foreign relations
Static dimensions
◆ Bhutan’s diplomatic relationship with
other countries
◆ Why doesn’t Bhutan have relations
with P5?
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◆ In news
◆ Bhutan- Germany relations
◆ How is this helpful to India?
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Content
In news:
◆ Bhutan and Germany established formal diplomatic relations with one another.
◆ The exchange of note verbales took place between Ambassador of Bhutan to India Maj. Gen. Vestop
Namgyel and Ambassador of Germany to India Walter Lindner, at the Royal Bhutanese Embassy in New
Delhi.
◆ The move is aimed to “strengthen” and develop “mutually” bene�icial relations between the two countries.
◆ Once diplomatic relations are established between two countries, they often open embassies on each other’s
territory.
◆ But in the present case, the German ambassador in New Delhi will be accredited for Bhutan too, and will
maintain Germany’s relations with the country from across the border.
◆ Bhutan also has an embassy in New Delhi.
◆ This connection has been used for dialogue with Germany in the past.
◆ With the establishment of diplomatic relations, the two countries will now be able to collaborate more closely
than ever before., the order can then be �inalised or vacated.

Bhutan-Germany relations:
The modern kingdom of Bhutan ruled by the House of Wangchuck was created in 1907 and the country
closed itself off to the outside world.
◆ As part of the domestic reforms introduced by King Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, who reigned from 1952 to 1972,
Bhutan then gradually established international relations with a small number of countries.
◆ It joined the United Nations in September 1971.
◆ Germany has been supporting Bhutan’s socio-economic development since the 1980s, even in the absence of
diplomatic relations.
◆ It has been a trusted partner of Bhutan for some time in a number of �ields (e.g. international organisations,
climate policy, cultural conservation).
◆ Both countries established consular relations in 2000.
◆ The government of Bhutan Prime Minister Dr Lotay Tshering, since November 2018, has continued to
cautiously open up the country – leading to the decision to establish diplomatic relations with Germany.
◆ Now with Bhutan’s diplomatic relations with Germany being established, the restricted number of capitals
that Thimphu has formal ties with is increased to 53 states and the EU.
◆ Bhutan continues to receive support from the EU, of which Germany is the largest contributor to the Union’s
budget.
How is this helpful to India?
◆ Though Bhutan has diplomatic ties with more than 50 countries, it has only three resident missions in Thimphu – that of India, Bangladesh and Kuwait.
◆ Its mission in New Delhi interacts with many of the 50 countries with which it has diplomatic ties.
◆ Germany establishing diplomatic ties with Bhutan comes against the backdrop of relentless efforts by China
to open similar ties with it.
◆ New Delhi has been seen as wary of any such move given that China is a strategic rival and India has special
ties including extremely close security relations with Bhutan.
◆ India has taken note of the development and is aware that the two countries already had established consular
relations in July 2000.
◆

The India-Bhutan Friendship treaty, 2007:
◆ To update the 1949 Treaty, through mutual consent, relating to the promotion of, and fostering the relations
of friendship and neighborliness between India and Bhutan;
◆ Reaf�irming their respect for each other’s independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity;
◆ Recalling the historical relations that have existed between two countries;
◆ Recognizing with deep satisfaction the manner in which these relations have evolved and matured over the
years into a model of good neighborly relations;
◆ Being fully committed to further strengthening this enduring and mutually bene�icial relationship based on
genuine goodwill and friendship, shared interests, and close understanding and cooperation;
◆ Desiring to clearly re�lect this exemplary relationship as it stands today;
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Bhutan’s diplomatic relationship with other countries:
◆ Until 2007, when Bhutan conducted its �irst election, it had formal relations with just 22 countries in the
world.
◆ Most of these countries were donor countries like Japan, Australia and several Nordic countries.
◆ After the election of Prime Minister Jigme Thinley in 2008, however, the Bhutanese government rapidly
increased its diplomatic forays, signing agreements with 31 countries in �ive years.
◆ It had a view of winning the election for a non-permanent seat election at the UNSC in 2013-14, which it eventually lost.
◆ The recent ties with Germany mark the �irst new diplomatic agreement made by Bhutan since March 2013,
when it had established ties with Oman.

Why doesn’t Bhutan have relations with P5?
◆ The monarchy is not keen to establish diplomatic relations with not only China, but any of four other permanent members of the UN Security Council (UNSC) – US, Russia, China, France and UK commonly referred to as
P-5.
◆ While Thimpu engages with all P-5 states, it has been maintaining a consistent position despite pressure of
not establishing diplomatic ties with any of the �ive global powers.
◆ Bhutan has always held that allowing any of the P-5 states to set up an embassy in Thimpu will open the door
for other four powers to explore their presence in the Himalayan state.
◆ Bhutan is extremely conscious of its ethno-cultural identity and wants a gradual process in dealing
with the larger international community.
◆ Bhutan had remained circumspect that a formal presence of China in its territory could invite further political
and economic pressure the country may �ind dif�icult to handle.
Mould your thought:

1) Explain the history and importance of Bhutan- Germany relations. How does it affect India?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write why it is in news
◆ Brief about its importance
◆ Explain the historical ties
◆ Write how India is bene�ited ( also mention with respect to China

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Indian Foreign Secretary’s visit to Nepal
India and Nepal are historical neighbors. But the recent geopolitical moves have brought a strain
in their relationship. However, both the nations are in favour of resolving problems through
dialogue with a view to take the friendly relations to new heights. It is important to respect each
other’s sensitivities and focus on the positives of the wide-ranging relationship.

In news: Foreign Secretary Harshavardhan Shringla recently visited Nepal.
Placing it in syllabus: Foreign relations
Static dimensions
◆ Brief history of Indo- Nepal relations
◆ What needs to be done for a strong
relationship?
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Content:

In news:
◆ Foreign secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla held talks with his Nepalese counterpart Bharat Raj Paudyal and
other top leaders and discussed wide ranging areas of bilateral cooperation.
◆ He visited Nepal at the invitation of its foreign secretary, amid a strain in bilateral ties following a bitter border
row between the two countries.
◆ Discussions took place on speci�ic measures that could be taken to �inalise key projects such as Pancheshwar
Multipurpose Project, as well as launch of new economic initiatives.
◆ The need to resume people to people contacts, including commencement of an air travel bubble between
India and Nepal was discussed.
◆ Shringla conveyed India’s interest in expanding the development partnership and strengthening
people-to-people contacts, particularly among the youth.
◆ He invited Nepal to take advantage of India’s market and economic growth.
◆ Shringla handed over 2,000 vials of anti-virus drug Remdesivir to Foreign Minister Pradeep Kumar
Gyawali as part of India’s continuing assistance to Nepal to help it contain the COVID-19 pandemic.
◆ Both sides shared their perspectives on boundary matters and discussed ways to take it forward under the
appropriate bilateral mechanisms.
◆ They discussed speci�ic meetings that could be scheduled to maintain high level engagement and address
issues of mutual interest.
Background of the visit:
◆ The ties between the two countries came under strain after Indian defence minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated an 80-km-long strategically crucial road connecting the Lipulekh pass with Dharchula in Uttarakhand on May 8, 2020.
◆ Nepal protested the inauguration of the road claiming that it passed through its territory.
◆ Later Nepal came out with the new map showing Lipulekh, Kalapani and Limpiyadhura as its territories.
◆

◆

◆

India reacted sharply by calling it a “unilateral
act” and cautioned Kathmandu that such “arti�icial enlargement” of territorial claims will not be
acceptable to it.
It said that Nepal’s action violates an understanding reached between the two countries to
resolve the boundary issues through talks.
Earlier in November, Indian Army chief Gen. M M
Naravane travelled to Nepal and the visit was
largely aimed at resetting bilateral ties that came
under severe strain following the bitter border
row.

Brief history of Indo- Nepal relations:
◆ The India–Nepal Treaty of Peace and Friendship of 1950 forms the bedrock of the special relations that exist
between India and Nepal.
◆ Under the provisions of this Treaty, the Nepalese citizens have enjoyed unparalleled advantages in India, availing facilities and opportunities at par with the Indian citizens.
◆ India welcomed the roadmap laid down by the historic Comprehensive Peace Agreement of November 2006
towards political stabilization in Nepal through peaceful reconciliation and inclusive democratic processes.
◆ When the Interim Election Government (IEG) in cooperation with the political parties and the Election Commission, conducted the 2nd Constituent Assembly cum Parliament Elections in Nepal in 2013, India provided 764
vehicles and other logistical support besides providing two helicopters on loan basis, for election purposes.
◆ India has also welcomed the Constitution of Nepal, 2015 which is the present governing document of Nepal’s
political affairs.
What needs to be done for a strong relationship?
◆ India still enjoys great leverage with Nepal. It is Nepal’s largest trading partner and the two countries
are culturally intertwined. In the past, India has played a considerable role in maintaining stability and
development in Nepal.
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◆

◆

◆

India has often spoken of the “neighbourhood �irst” policy. But the reality is that India has ignored the changing
political narrative in Nepal for far too long. India has displayed quiet diplomacy even when Nepali leaders
publicly adopted anti-Indian postures with more importance given to the China factor.
Since the free movement of people is permitted across the border, Nepal enjoys immense strategic relevance
from India’s national security point of view. Therefore, stable and friendly relations with Nepal is one of prerequisites which India can’t afford to overlook.
It is imperative today to resolve the boundary issue by peaceful negotiations which will be a win-win situation
for both the countries. A normal relationship where India can be a generous partner will be a better foundation
for “neighbourhood �irst” in the 21st century.

Mould your thought:

1) Though India and Nepal are historic partners, the recent geo-political changes have strained
their relationship. What needs to be done to bring this relation in the correct trajectory?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Brief about Indo-Nepal history
◆ Write the reason for recent visit of India’s foreign secretary to Nepal.
◆ Brief about discussions done
◆ Conclude with what needs to be done by stating grey areas ( boundary dispute, Relation with China)

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Israel- Morocco Deal
The series of normalization agreements between Arab countries (the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan and
recently Morocco) and Israel is claimed to bring peace to West Asia. The US brokered the deal amid
provocations by Israel and Morocco regarding restarting a war. However the future repercussions
are yet to be known as the global community has criticized the deal.

In news: Israel- Morocco signed Rabat’s deal over Western Saharan region.
Placing it in syllabus: Foreign relations
Dimensions
◆ About the deal
◆ Chronology of events related to the
con�lict
◆ Israel- Morocco relations
◆ US recognition – impact and responses
of other countries

Content:

In news:
About the deal:
◆ Morocco, the Arab world’s oldest monarchy, became the fourth Arab state to establish diplomatic relations
with Israel (following the uae, Bahrain and Sudan).
◆ The Rabat’s agreement is a win for Israel, and also for
Morocco (Rabat is the capital of Morocco).
◆ On December 10, 2020, U.S. President Donald Trump
announced the deal.
◆ In return for Morocco’s decision to establish formal
ties with Israel, the U.S. has recognised Moroccan
sovereignty over Western Sahara, a disputed territory
in northwestern Africa, which has been under Moroccan control for decades.
◆ Morocco has long been campaigning internationally,
using economic pressure and diplomacy, for recognition of its claims to Western Sahara.
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Chronology of events related to the con�lict:
◆ The arid Western Sahara which shares a border with Morocco, Algeria and Mauritania was a Spanish colony.
◆ The region is home to the Sahrawi tribe.
◆ In the 1970s, when international and local pressure mounted on Spain to vacate its colonies in Africa, Libya and
Algeria helped found a Sahrawi insurgency group against the Spanish rule in Western Sahara.
◆ The Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro, known as the Polisario Front, started
guerilla warfare against Spanish colonialists.
◆ In 1975, as part of the Madrid Accords with Morocco and Mauritania, Spain decided to leave the region, which
was then called Spanish Sahara.
◆ According to the accords, Spain would exit the territory before February 28, 1976 and until then, the Spanish
Governor General would administer the territory, with help from two Moroccan and Mauritanian Deputy Governors.
◆ The Polisario Front and Algeria opposed the agreements.
◆ Both Morocco and Mauritania moved troops to Western Sahara to assert their claims.
◆ Polisario, backed by Algeria, continued the guerilla resistance, demanding their withdrawal.
◆ On February 27, 1976, the Polisario Front declared the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) in Western
Sahara.
◆ The SADR has been recognised by several African countries and is a member of the African Union.

Morocco’s claim:
◆ Morocco and Mauritania had laid claims to Western Sahara even when it was a Spanish colony.
◆ In 1974, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) was asked by the U.N. General Assembly to look into the legal
ties.
◆ The ICJ found no evidence “of any ties of territorial sovereignty” between the Western Sahara and either Morocco or Mauritania, but stated that there were “indications” that some tribes in the territory were loyal to the
Moroccan Sultan.
◆ The court endorsed the General Assembly Resolution 1541 that af�irmed that to ensure decolonisation, complete compliance with the principle of self-determination is required.
◆ King Hassan II of Morocco moved troops across the northern border to Western Sahara.
◆ Mauritania joined in later, thus setting the stage for a three-way �ight with the Polisario Front resisting both
countries.
Current status of the con�lict:
◆ In August 1979, Mauritania signed a peace treaty with Polisario, bringing the country’s military involvement in Western Sahara to an end.
◆ When Mauritanian forces withdrew from the southern part of the desert that they had occupied, Morocco swiftly advanced troops.
◆ The war continued between Moroccan troops and the Polisario Front.
◆ In 1991, when a cease�ire was achieved, upon the promise of holding an independence referendum in Western
Sahara, Morocco had taken control of about 80% of the territory.
◆ Today the SADR is operating largely from the eastern �lank of Western Sahara and the refugee camps.
◆ Moroccan troops have built a huge sand wall called Berm, from the Atlantic coast of Western Sahara to the
mountains of Morocco, dividing the territories they control from that of Polisario.
Israel- Moroccon relations:
◆ Israel has helped Morocco obtain weapons and intelligence-gathering gear and learn how to use them, and has
helped it assassinate an opposition leader.
◆ Morocco has helped Israel take in Moroccan Jews (around one million Israelis are from Morocco), mount an
operation against Osama bin Laden and even spy on other Arab countries.
◆ King Hassan and his government had become the back channel between Israel and Egypt, and Morocco became
the site of secret meetings between their of�icials.
◆ Israel has also helped persuade the United States to provide military assistance to Morocco.
◆ For years, Hassan II’s successor, King Muhammad VI, has sought Israel’s help in winning American acquiescence
to Morocco’s annexation of Western Sahara.
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US recognition – impact and responses of other countries:
The US has also agreed to sell Morocco $1 billion in weapons, including advanced drones.
◆ In exchange, the regime of King Mohammed VI has agreed to reopen the liaison of�ices it �irst established with
Israel in 1994 and later closed.
◆ However, the recognition of Morocco’s claim to Western Sahara has isolated Washington from its European
allies, other U.N. Security Council members and dozens of African nations, which have supported U.N. resolutions calling for a referendum in Western Sahara.
◆ The independence referendum, promised in the 1991 cease�ire, is yet to take place.
◆ Polisario has said that it would continue �ighting until Moroccan troops are forced to withdraw.
◆ Russia said that the recognition of Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara “is a violation of international
law”.
◆

Mould your thought:

1) What are the geo-political implications of the recently signed Rabat’s agreement?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about the deal, participating countries
◆ Write about the role of US (perks US is giving for Morocco in return to the deal)
◆ Write why the deal is criticized ( Mention brie�ly about dispute history)
◆ Conclusion
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GEOGRAPHY
GEOGRAPHY

Brahmaputra river
The Brahmaputra River System is one of the longest rivers of the world. As it is shared by India,
Tibet and Bangladesh it has strategic importance. For UPSC one has to study the geographic as well
as geopolitical aspects of the river.

In news: China hydropower company has planned �irst downstream dam on Brahmaputra.
Placing it in syllabus: Geography- rivers
Static dimensions
◆ Bhutan’s diplomatic relationship with
other countries
◆ Why doesn’t Bhutan have relations
with P5?

Content

Current dimensions
In news
◆ Bhutan- Germany relations
◆ How is this helpful to India?
◆

Chinese plans of constructing a dam on Brahmaputra:
◆ A Chinese hydropower company is set to construct the �irst downstream dam on the lower reaches of the
Brahmaputra river.
◆ Chinese State-owned hydropower company Powerchina had last month signed “a strategic cooperation
agreement” with the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) government to “implement hydropower exploitation in the downstream of the Yarlung Zangbo River” as part of the new Five-Year Plan (2021-2025).
◆ China in 2015 operationalised its �irst hydropower project at Zangmu in Tibet, while three other dams at
Dagu, Jiexu and Jiacha are being developed, all on the upper and middle reaches of the river.
◆ This will be the �irst time the downstream sections of the river will be tapped.
◆ The location of planned downstream project is “Great Bend” of the Brahmaputra and at the Yarlung
Zangbo Grand Canyon in Medog county, where the river falls spectacularly over a 2,000 metre-drop and turns
sharply to �low across the border into Arunachal Pradesh.
◆ The 60-million kWh hydropower exploitation at the downstream of the river could provide 300 billion kWh
of clean, renewable and zero-carbon electricity annually.

Course of Brahmaputra river:
◆ Its origin is in the Manasarovar Lake region, near the Mount Kailash, located on the northern side of the Himalayas in Burang County of Tibet.
◆ The upper reaches of the Brahmaputra River originates on
◆
the Angsi Glacier, near Mount Kailash.
◆ From its source, the river runs for nearly 1,100 km in a
generally easterly direction between the main range of the
Himalayas to the south and the Kailash Range to the north.
◆ In Tibet, the Yarlung Tsangpo receives a number of tributaries.
◆ After passing Pi in Tibet, the river turns suddenly to the
north and northeast and cuts a course through a succession of great narrow gorges between the mountainous
massifs of Gyala Peri and Namcha Barwa in a series of
rapids and cascades.
◆ After this the river enters northern Arunachal Pradesh
state in northeastern India, where it is known as the
Dihang (or Siang) River, and turns more southerly.

◆
◆

It �lows for about 35 km southward after which it is joined by the Dibang River and the Lohit River at the head
of the Assam Valley.
Below the Lohit, the river is called Brahmaputra which then enters the state of Assam.
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Just west of the town of Sadiya, the river again turns to the southwest and is joined by two mountain streams,
the Lohit, and the Dibang.
◆ As the river follows its braided 700 km course through the valley, it receives several rapidly �lowing Himalayan streams, including the Subansiri, Kameng, Bhareli, Dhansiri, Manas, Champamati, and Sankosh rivers.
◆ The main tributaries from the hills and from the plateau to the south are the Burhi Dihing, the Disang, the
Dikhu, and the Kopili.
◆ The Brahmaputra enters the plains of Bangladesh after turning south around the Garo Hills below Dhubri,
India.
◆ After �lowing past Chilmari, Bangladesh, it is joined on its right bank by the Tista River and then follows a 240
km course due south as the Jamuna River.
◆ The Jamuna joins with the Ganga north of Goalundo Ghat, below which, as the Padma, their combined waters
�low to the southeast
◆ Later the main body of the Padma reaches its con�luence with the Meghna river near Chandpur and then
enters the Bay of Bengal through the Meghna estuary.
Signi�icance of the river to India:
◆ River Brahmaputra and its tributaries carry more than 30 per cent of the total water resources potential of the
country.
◆ River Brahmaputra helps people of Assam for meeting their livelihood in the form of wading of cattle, �ishing,
and cultivation of different types of crops, irrigation and riverine transport.
◆ The river helps in the inland water transport system of men, material and animals.
◆ Operation of ferry services has given rise to creation of employment in the region.
◆ 46 dams are identi�ied in the Brahmaputra basin in Assam of which three of them are in various stages of
operation and are expected to produce more than 2000 MW of power.
◆ Majuli, the world’s largest inhabited freshwater island formed by Brahmaputra is the nerve centre of
Neo-Vaishnavite cultural heritage of Assam.
◆ There are important tourist hot spots situated on the banks of river Brahmaputra.
◆ Cruise tourism has emerged as an important adventure and pleasure tourism across the river.
◆ There is considerable scope for increasing �ish production in Brahmaputra and its tributaries.
◆

Negative Impacts and Concerns:
◆ River bank erosion, denudation, siltation and sand casting etc. have both directly and indirectly affected the
livelihood of the people of the bordering states in the form of displacement, loss of livelihood, land and jobs.
◆ There is an element of geographical instability primarily caused by the erosion, silting, and inundation due to
�loods and change of the course of the river Brahmaputra.
◆ There has been internal displacement and migration to urban areas because of loss of land due to river �looding.
Law of non navigational use of international watercourses, 1997:

Over 85 percent of the Indian territory lies within its major and medium interstate rivers. All the laws pertaining to
the con�lict resolution among the riparian States have a certain underlying philosophy which falls under one of �ive
paradigms:

Principle of Absolute Territorial Sovereignty (or Harmon Doctrine):
◆ This theory propounds that each State is a sovereign entity in itself and hence is entitled to utilise the rivers
and other natural resources falling within its territories in whatever way it desires, irrespective of the consequences of such use on neighbouring States.
◆ This principle is also known as the Harmon Doctrine as it was applied for the �irst time in 1895 by US Attorney
General Harmon to the dispute over pollution of the Rio Grande river between the US and Mexico.
◆ But this is a very parochial and myopic view of looking at things and can never bring reconciliation between
riparian States.
◆ Hence, this doctrine is not a favoured one and is no longer in use.
Principle of Absolute Territorial Integrity:
In contrast to the Harmon doctrine, this principle states that downstream riparians have an absolute right to
an uninterrupted �low of water from the river, no matter what the ground conditions may be.
◆ Hence, it prohibits upstream riparians to develop any part of the shared watercourse if it causes any harm to
downstream States.
◆
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Principle of Prior Appropriation:
◆ This principle favours neither the upstream nor the downstream riparian States.
◆ It states that the status quo should be maintained, i.e. it favours the State that puts the water to use �irst, thereby protecting the uses which exist prior in time.
◆ Hence, each State along a watercourse may be able to establish prior rights to use a certain amount of water
depending on the date upon which that water use began.
Principle of No Signi�icant Harm:
This principle gives each and every watercourse State a free hand to utilize the watercourse in whatever way
it wants, provided that any such use does not cause any harm to the interests of other watercourse States.
◆ This doctrine has been recognized internationally.
◆

Principle of Equitable Apportionment:
◆ This is a highly progressive principle and its uniqueness lies in the fact that it can take care of the requirements of economists, environmentalists, hydrologists and other scientists at the same time.
◆ It states that the waters of an international watercourse should be shared by all the member States in a
reasonable and equitable manner.
◆ To determine the reasonable and equitable share of each watercourse state, a list of relevant factors may be
taken from the UN Convention on the Law of Non Navigational Uses of International Watercourses (1997):
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

◆

Geographic, hydrographic, hydrological, climatic, ecological and other factors of a natural character;
The social and economic needs of the watercourse States concerned;

The population dependent on the watercourse in each watercourse State;

The effects of the use or uses of the watercourses in one watercourse State on other watercourse states;
Existing and potential uses of the watercourse;

Conservation, protection, development and economy of use of the water resources of the watercourse and the
costs of measures taken to that effect;
The availability of alternatives, of comparable value, to a particular planned or existing use.

Mould your thought:

1) River Brahmaputra is considered the lifeline of Assam. Comment.
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write how River Brahmaputra enters Assam.
◆ Explain its signi�icance
◆ Write its ill effects on the life of people of Assam.
◆ Conclusion
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GOVERNANCE
GOVERNANCE

Applicant's privacy and RTI act
Informed citizenry and transparency of information are vital for the functioning of democracy.
When it comes to Right to information, the big question will be whether a person’s address is
public or private information. The answer to this will have signi�icant implications for transparency in governance and the �ight against corruption in India. The recent Bombay High Court ruling is
a testimony for that.

In news: The Bombay High Court reprimanded the Ministry of Information & Broadcasting (MIB) for
putting up in the public domain RTI application copy which contains the petitioner’s address
and contact details.
Placing it in syllabus: Governance
Dimensions
◆ Ruling of the Bombay High Court
◆ Importance of the judgement
◆ Criticisms

Content:

Ruling of the Bombay High Court:
Recently, in a case involving activist Saket Gokhale, the Bombay High Court ordered the MIB to remove Mr. Gokhale’s
contact details from its website. His address was revealed to the general public when the RTI application �iled by him
was displayed on the Ministry’s website. He received threat calls and even protests in front of his house as he had
sought details of the congregation in Ayodhya despite the pandemic.
◆
◆
◆
◆

The Bombay High Court ordered the secretary of MIB that as per section 6(2) of the RTI Act of 2005, it would be
the duty of the authority to hide details like address from their website.
It asked the secretary of MIB to ensure that a suitable enquiry is held in the issues highlighted regarding the
uploading of the personal details.
The deadline for enquiry is by the �irst week of February 2021.
It took the reference of an order of Kolkata High court given in 2013.

2013 judgment of Avishek vs. Union of India by the Kolkata High Court:
The court had passed the order directing the ministry of personnel to circulate the copy of the order to all
concerned so the authority can take measures to hide personal details of the activists to avoid any harassment
by the persons having vested interests.
◆ The authority may not insist upon the detailed address particularly when the applicant would provide a particular post box number that would automatically conceal their identity to the public at large.
◆ The personal details can be insisted upon only when the authority would �ind any dif�iculty with the post box
number.
◆ However, in such case, it would be the solemn duty of the authority to hide such information and particularly
from their website so that people at large would not know of the details.
◆

Importance of the recent judgement:
◆ The HC order observed that the issue travels beyond the individual breach of the privacy of the applicant
and potential likelihood of a risk.
◆ If personal details of other applicants are put up in the public domain, some of those who want to seek information for the larger good may be deterred for the fear of being targeted and this could defeat the object of the RTI
Act. Hence the recent judgement secures the petitioners from unnecessary fear of getting targeted.
Monthly Mains Manifesto

December 2020

28

JournalsOfIndia com

Criticisms:
Personal details are available on many websites and it is the mandate of Section 4 of the RTI Act to display
most information proactively.
◆ The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) websites and the Jansoochana
portals of many states give the names and addresses of ration card holders, pensioners and many other persons.
◆ The voter’s lists carry the names and addresses of all voters.
◆ Hence it would be a near-impossible task for the government departments to remove the names and addresses
from all applicants and responses.
◆ There is no discussion in either the 2013 or the 2020 High court judgments as to how the addresses, and phone
numbers become exempt information.
◆

What does the RTI Act say about the applicant and manner of application?
◆ The RTI Act says that all information held by the government must be shared with citizens unless it is exempted under Section 8 or 9 of the Act.
◆ Section 5 (2) states that the public information of�icer (PIO) should go out of his way to help the citizen to �ile
RTI if the latter is unable to do so. In that case, he should be aware that minimum personal details should be
provided of the applicant.
◆ As per the provisions of Section 6(2), bare minimum personal information about an RTI applicant is to be
sought by a public authority only for the purpose of contacting him.
◆ Section 8 (1) (g) mentions that no information should be furnished, the disclosure of which would endanger
the life or physical safety of any person or identify the source of information or assistance given in con�idence
for law enforcement or security purposes.
Mould your thought:

1) Is a RTI applicant’s address a Matter of Privacy? Discuss.

Approach to the answer:
◆ Write why the matter in news
◆ Write about recent Bombay High court judgement with brief reference to 2013 judgement
◆ Write the importance of judgement
◆ Note down the drawbacks
◆ Conclusion

GOVERNANCE

PM Cares fund

The idea of creating a fund in the national interest at the time of pandemic is a welcome step. But
if it was followed by a transparent approach and total disclosure of information, then the move
would have been more appreciable. The PM Cares fund is mired in controversy due to lack of transparency. Government has to be accountable to the people who are the donors for the fund.

In news: The trust deed on PM Cares fund is made public on the PMO website.
Placing it in syllabus: Governance

Static dimensions
◆ What are Trusts?
◆ Governance of Trusts and Charitables
in India

Content:

Current dimensions
◆ In news
◆ The problem with PM CARES Fund

In news:
◆ According to the deed of trust executed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on PM CARES (Citizen Assistance and
Relief in Emergency Situations) Fund neither the central nor state governments, either directly or indirectly, has
any control in the functioning of the fund asit is not owned, controlled or substantially �inanced by any government or its instrumentality.
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◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

◆

The deed of trust spells out the powers, duties and functions of the board of trustees.
It says that the board of trustees which includes the PM and the ministers of defence, home and �inance, was
made “merely for administrative convenience” and for “smooth succession of the trusteeship”.
The board of trustees are ex-of�icio members and once they vacate their of�ice, the position will be automatically �illed by the person who succeeds them.
The trustees will be able to invest the surplus funds of the trust in securities, property, assets and in bank deposits in conformity with the provisions of the applicable laws.
The trustees may also alter or transfer the investments from time to time “in such manner as they may think
proper, in conformity with the provisions of applicable law without being responsible or accountable to any one
for any loss or diminution arising therefrom”.
Only the chairperson has the power and authority to modify, add to or alter any of the terms of the trust deed,
including the objectives of the trust.

What are Trusts?
◆ A trust can be formed either as a private or a public trust.
◆ Formation of a private trust is governed by the Indian Trust Act, 1882 (ITRA).
◆ However, the ITRA does not govern trusts of public charitable nature.
◆ There is no central law governing public charitable trusts, although most states have “Public Trusts Acts.”
◆ To form a public charitable trust, it is very important that the objects of the trust must be charitable in nature
and to engage in activities for general public utility.
◆ Public Trusts can submit an application for registration to the deputy/ assistant Charity Commissioner having
jurisdiction over the region/sub-region in which the trust is sought to be registered.
◆ Incomes of charitable entities are exempt under the Income Tax Act (ITA).
Governance of Trusts and Charitables in India:
Charitable organization is an organization which has been established for charitable purpose. In India, charitable entities can be mostly registered under the following legislations:
Societies Registration Act, 1860.
Public Trust Act of various States in India.
Section 8 of the Companies Act, 2013.

◆

Apart from the above legislations the Income Tax Act, 1961 will be applicable to charitable institutions. And in the case
of foreign contributions to these charitable institutions, the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act, 2010 will be applicable.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS:
Society:
◆ The Societies Registration Act, 1860 provides that each society has to submit an annual report to the Registrar
of Societies in the State in which it is registered.
◆ An annual list is supposed to be �iled with the Registrar containing the names, addresses and occupations of the
Governors, Councils, Directors, Committee or other Governing Body entrusted with the management affairs of
the Society
Public Trust:
◆ Annual report and an annual return of income should be �iled with the authorities having jurisdiction over the
region where trust is registered.
Company:
◆ The companies are registered under the Companies Act, 2013 has to conduct meetings of the Board and the
Shareholders as prescribed under the Companies Act, 2013.
◆ It will need to �ile forms with the jurisdictional Registrar of Companies to intimate changes pertaining to change
in the directorship, change in of�ice address, reporting of audited accounts and other important resolutions are
to be �iled.
The problem with PM CARES Fund:

On March 28, Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the creation of a brand new PM Cares fund when the Prime
minister National Relief fund (PMNRF) was already there. The Supreme Court dismissed the petition seeking transfer
of fund or merger of PM Cares Fund with the PMNRF, thus formally upholding the separate identity of the PM Cares
Fund.
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1. Companies donating to the PM Cares Fund are allowed to earmark their contribution under the Corporate

Social Responsibility (CSR). This facility of getting uncapped corporate donations is not available to the PMNRF
or the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund in states.
2. PM Cares Fund originally was not subject to audit whereas PMNRF expenditures are audited by an independent
auditor. Later, due to public criticism, the PMO got an auditor for the PM Cares Fund.
3. The prime minister heads both the funds. In the PM Cares Fund, the prime minister can nominate three eminent
persons to the Board of Trustees and the ministers of defence, home affairs, and �inance are ex-of�icio trustees
of the fund. In the case of the PMNRF, it was originally managed by a committee that had besides the prime
minister and his deputy, the �inance minister, the Congress president, a representative of the Tata Trustees, and
an industry representative. The committee approved all expenditures of the PMNRF. This organisational set
changed in 1985 and now a joint secretary in the PMO, on an honorary basis, administers the PMNRF.
4. The Public Accounts Committee, a parliamentary panel, which scrutinises key reports by the comptroller and
auditor-general (CAG), is unable to arrive at an agreement on examining the Fund as its funding is not sanctioned by Parliament.
5. The RTI applications �iled asking for details of the PM CARES Fund did not receive reply as the information
sought could not be given because PM Cares fund is dubbed as not a public authority.

According to provisions of Section 2(h) of the RTI Act, a “public authority” is de�ined as any authority or body
or institution of self-government established or constituted(a) By or under the Constitution;
(b) By any other law made by Parliament;
(c) By any other law made by State Legislature;
(d) By noti�ication issued or order made by the appropriate Government.
According to the RTI Act, only such information which is held by or under the control of any public authority can
be accessed by the general public through RTI.
Mould your thought:

1) How are charitable trusts governed in India? Why is the PM Cares fund controversial?
Approach to the answer:
◆ De�ine a trust
◆ Explain how trusts are governed
◆ Brief about PM Cares fund
◆ Write its controversies
◆ Conclusion

GOVERNANCE

Two child policy

The af�idavit �iled in Supreme court regarding the law making on population control needs a
thought. Population in India has already crossed 130 crores. Entry 20A in the Concurrent List speci�ically mentions population control and family planning. One should know the pros and cons of
such a law and present hurdles in framing one.

In news: The Centre has said to the Supreme Court that it cannot force citizens to have only 2 children.
Placing it in syllabus: Governance

Dimensions
◆ What is the Government’s stand ?
◆ Two Children Policy: Advantages and
Disadvantages
◆ Hurdles to implement in India

Content:

What is government’s stand on the issue?
◆ The central government has submitted in the Supreme Court that it is “unequivocally” against forcing people
to have only a certain number of children in a bid to control the population.
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◆
◆
◆

◆
◆

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW) maintained that the Family Welfare Programme in India
gives couples the right to decide the size of their family without any compulsion.
The central government has said that it cannot introduce or encourage authoritative or legislative methods to
control population.
The Family Welfare Programme in India is voluntary in nature, which enables couples to decide the size of their
family and adopt the family planning methods, best suited to them, according to their choice, without any compulsion.
India is a signatory to the Programme Of Action (POA) of the International Conference on Population and Development, 1994, which is unequivocally against coercion in family planning.
National Population Policy 2000 and the National Health Policy 2017 are guiding documents to prioritise the
role of the government in shaping health systems in all its dimensions and achievement of Total Fertility rate
(TFR) of 2.1 by 2025.

Two Children Policy: Advantages and Disadvantages:
◆ Due to the Population explosion the constitutional rights to clean air, drinking water, health, livelihood and
education cannot be secured to all citizens without controlling the population. The two-child policy can slow
down the population growth.
◆ Parents will have less stress as they don’t have to spend more on necessities.
◆ Unemployment can be reduced.
◆ Scarce resources can be shared well.
◆ The government can increase the quality of services as there are less people to satisfy.
Disadvantages:
◆ As people living in smaller towns and villages still follow the old traditions, the new policy would cause agitations in communities.
◆ In the long run it may have adverse effects such as loss of human resources.
◆ International experience shows that any coercion to have a certain number of children is counter productive
and leads to demographic distortions. E.g. China’s one child policy.
China’s one child policy:
◆ It was introduced in 1979, modi�ied beginning in the mid 1980s to allow rural parents a second child if the
�irst was a daughter.
◆ The policy also allowed exceptions for some other groups, including ethnic minorities.
◆ In 2017, the country’s fertility was low, at 1.6 children per woman.
◆ It had a declining youth population for years while the proportion of the population over age 65 has risen
from about 4% to almost 10%.
◆ The policy also had worrying consequences for the gender balance as a desire for male children led to reported abortions and infanticide to ensure a couple’s only child was a boy.
◆ China removed the policy in 2015, changing the law to allow couples to have two children.
◆ The country is now moving to remove birth restriction overall as concerns are growing over an aging population and a dropping birth rate.

Hurdles to implement in India:
No such directions can be imposed upon states since “public health” is a state subject.
◆ It is the prerogative of the respective state government to implement the schemes envisaged by the Central
government as per the prescribed guidelines.
◆ It is dif�icult to change the mindset of people in rural areas.
◆ As many as 25 out of 36 States/UTs have already achieved the replacement level fertility of 2.1 or less and bringing a new central law is not necessary at present.
◆

Mould your thought:

1) Is the idea of having a two-child policy good for India. What are the repercussions of such policy?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about the recent proposal.
◆ Write the advantages of such policy
◆ Explain the repercussions with respect to China’s one child policy.
◆ Mention the hurdles and conclude.
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GOVERNANCE

Nursing governance in India
Nursing is a noble profession. When epidemics like COVID-19 hit the country, they act as front line
warriors. Hence welfare of nurses is utmost important. However recent protests and loopholes in
the system present the very need of reforming the governance in the nursing sector.

In news: Nurses of AIIMS protested recently.
Placing it in syllabus: Governance

Static dimensions
◆ Advantages of Digital Strike
◆ Drawbacks of Digital Strike

Current dimensions
◆ In news
◆ Solutions
◆ Nursing and Midwifery Commission
Bill, 2020

In news:
◆ AIIMS nurses were on an inde�inite strike recently and wrote a letter to the Director of AIIMS citing 23 unresolved demands.
◆ Their demand is not a pay hike, rather, that they be paid what is mentioned under the Sixth Pay Commission.
◆ The nurses are also protested against the reservation on the basis of gender at AIIMS that requires 80 per cent
of the nursing staff to be female as the quota is leaving many quali�ied men unemployed.
◆ Their other demands were related to the pension scheme, cadre restructuring, quali�ication pay and modi�ications in job description.
◆ The nurses were angered by the hospital decision to outsource nurses on a contractual basis.

Shortcomings of the sector:
The current nursing education is outdated and fails to cater to the practice needs.
◆ There are insuf�icient postgraduate courses to develop skills in specialities and address critical faculty shortages both in terms of quality and quantity.
◆ The number of nursing education institutions has been increasing steadily but there are vast inequities in
their distribution, around 62% of them are situated in southern India.
◆ The faculty positions vacant in nursing college and schools are around 86% and 80%, respectively.
◆ The higher quali�ications are underutilized, leading to low demand for postgraduate courses.
◆ Those with advanced degrees seek employment in educational institutions or migrate abroad which has led
to an acute dearth of quali�ied nurses in the country.
◆ Small private institutions with less than 50 beds recruit candidates without formal nursing education.
◆ The nurses are out of the purview of the Consumer Protection Act which holds only the doctor and the hospital liable for medico-legal issues.
◆

Regulatory mechanisms and loopholes:
◆ Nursing education in India has a wide array of certi�icate, diploma, and degree programmes for clinical and
non-clinical nursing roles.
◆ The Indian Nursing Council regulates nursing education through prescription, inspection, examination, and
certi�ication.
◆ The induction requirements vary widely and so does the functioning of regulatory bodies in the States.
◆ 91% of the nursing education institutions are private and weakly regulated.
◆ The Indian Nursing Act primarily revolves around nursing education and does not provide any policy guidance about the roles and responsibilities of nurses in various cadres.
◆ The education, including re-training, is not linked to the roles and career progression in the nursing practice.
◆ Most nurses working in the public and private health sector are diploma holders and there is a lack of job
differentiation between diploma, graduate, and postgraduate nurses regarding their pay, parity, and promotion.
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Solutions:
◆ A common entrance exam, a national licence exit exam for entry into practice, and periodic renewal of licence
linked with continuing nursing education would signi�icantly streamline and strengthen nursing education.
◆ Amendments to the Indian Nursing Council Act of 1947 is required to explicitly state clear norms for service
and patient care and �ix the nurse to patient ratio.
◆ The jurisdictions of the Indian Nursing Council and the State nursing councils must be de�ined and coordinated to synergize their roles.
◆ Incentives to pursue advanced degrees to match quali�ication.
◆ Improvements in the status of nursing as a profession.
◆ Public-private partnership between private nursing schools/colleges and public health facilities would help
enhance nursing education (NITI Aayog has recently formulated a framework for public-private partnership
in medical education).
◆ Transparent accreditation, benchmarking, and ranking of nursing institutions too would improve the quality.
Nursing and Midwifery Commission Bill, 2020:
◆

◆

◆
◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

◆

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has �inalised National
Nursing and Midwifery Commission Bill 2020 to replace the
Indian Nursing Council Act 1947.
A common test would integrate the system similar to the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test for undergraduate medical
courses.
It also proposes a National Exit test for the �inal year of the nursing or midwifery course, to ensure uniform quality.
The Indian Nursing Council will be replaced with a new representative body called National Nursing and Midwifery Commission.
This body would have representatives of the Centre and the
states, would frame policies and regulate standards for the governance of nursing and midwifery education.
It would provide basic standards of education, physical and
instructional facilities, training, research, maximum tuition fee
payable in respect of various categories.
The proposed commission would have different boards to regulate undergraduate and postgraduate education and assess and
rate different institutions offering courses.
Every nurse and midwife would have to register with the state
boards and a national register would be maintained to track all
quali�ied and practising nursing professionals.
It proposes a temporary licence for foreign nationals who are
quali�ied nurses and midwives to practice in India.

Mould your thought:

1) What are the shortcomings of the nursing sector in India? How can they be resolved?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about the regulation of nursing and its loopholes
◆ Write the shortcomings of the nursing profession
◆ Write about the Nursing and Midwifery Commission Bill, 2020
◆ Write conclusion stating other solutions.
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GOVERNANCE

Data Privacy: Right to be Forgotten(RTBF)
There has been a recent trend of court decisions highlighting the importance of preventing the
disclosure of personal information to prevent harm to the individual, However there is no absolute
right to be forgotten (right erasure of data) in India. They may seek recourse for removal of their
data in the public domain under other legal provisions such as defamation libel, indecency, intellectual property laws etc…

In news: Recently a constitutional court talked about social media users’ right to be
forgotten in cases of revenge porn.
Placing it in syllabus: Governance

Dimensions
◆ In news
◆ Law in EU
◆ What is Right to be Forgotten?
◆ Status in Indian Law

Content:

In news:
◆ Justice S.K.Panigrahi of Orissa high court recently underscored the need for a legal bulwark against the growing
menace of ‘revenge porn’.
◆ The court said that no person would want to create and display grey shades of his/her character in social media.
◆ It is therefore their right to enforce the right to be forgotten as a right ‘in rem’.
◆ The court was hearing a case in which a woman’s images and videos taken with her consent before was misused by
a person once their relation got strained.

Law in EU:
In 2014, the European Court of Justice (ECJ) ruled in favour of Mario Costeja González, a Spanish man who was
unhappy that searching his name on Google threw up a newspaper article from 1998.
◆ He approached the newspaper in 2009 to get the article removed as he felt it was no longer relevant.
◆ The newspaper felt it was inappropriate to erase the article, and Gonzalez then approached Google to not throw up
the article when his name was searched.
◆ ECJ asked Google to delete “inadequate, irrelevant or no longer relevant” data from its search results, when a
member of the public requests so.
◆ The ruling came to be known as the “right to be forgotten” and has been hence reinforced in data protection laws
and regulations in the EU, including the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).
◆ The Article gives individuals the right to get personal data erased under six conditions.
◆ The request may not be entertained in some situations such as if the request contradicts the right of freedom of
expression and information, or when it goes against public interest in the area of public health, scienti�ic or historical research or statistical purposes.
◆

What is Right to be Forgotten?
◆ Also known as the “right to erasure“, the rule gives EU citizens the power to demand data about them be deleted.
◆ The right to be forgotten appears in Recitals 65 and 66 and in Article 17 of the GDPR.
◆ It states, “The data subject shall have the right to obtain from the controller the erasure of personal data
concerning him or her without undue delay and the controller shall have the obligation to erase personal
data without undue delay” if one of a number of conditions applies.
◆ “Undue delay” is considered to be about a month.
◆ The right to be forgotten dovetails with people’s right to access their personal information in Article 15.
◆ This is not an absolute right.
◆ An individual has the right to have their personal data erased if:
◆ The personal data is no longer necessary for the purpose an organization originally collected or processed it.
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An organization is relying on an individual’s consent as the lawful basis for processing the data and that individual withdraws their consent.
An organization is processing personal data for direct marketing purposes and the individual objects to this processing.
An organization processed an individual’s personal data unlawfully.

An organization must erase personal data in order to comply with a legal ruling or obligation.

An organization has processed a child’s personal data to offer their information society services.
Status in Indian Law:
RTBF has been discussed in the following Indian cases:

◆

◆

◆

The Supreme Court in the case of K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India, had held that the right to be let alone is an
essential part of the autonomy and the privacy of an individual. The Supreme Court had also observed that RTBF
could not be exercised where the information in question was necessary for (1) exercising the right of freedom of
expression and information; (2) compliance with legal obligations; (3) the performance of a task carried out in
public interest, or public health; (4) archiving purposes in the public interest; (5) scienti�ic or historical research
purposes or statistical purposes; or (6) the establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims.
The �irst case in India to deal with the concept of the right to be forgotten was the case of Dharmaraj Bhanushankar Dave v. State of Gujarat in the Gujarat High Court. The case arose as the petitioner had �iled a case for the
removal of a published judgment in which he had been acquitted. The Court did not grant an order for the removal
of the judgement, as the petitioner had not been able to point out speci�ic provisions of law that had been violated.
In Karnataka High Court a case was �iled to remove only the name of the Petitioners daughter from the cause title
as it was easily searchable and would cause harm to her reputation. The Court held in the Petitioner’s favour, and
ordered that the name be redacted from the cause title and the body of the order.

The B.N. Srikrishna Committee report laid signi�icant emphasis on obtaining the consent of an individual to process
and use personal data. The committee said consent must be “informed”, “speci�ic” and “clear”, and needs to be capable
of being withdrawn as easily as it was given.
The draft Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018, had a section on the Right to be Forgotten but does not provide
a right to erasure. Section 27 of the bill has listed out three scenarios in which an individual will have the “right to
restrict or prevent continuing disclosure of personal data”. This will be applicable if data disclosure is no longer
necessary, the consent to use data has been withdrawn or if data is being used contrary to the provisions of the law.
Mould your thought:

1) What do you understand by the term Right to be Forgotten? When can it be imposed?
What is its status in India?
Approach to the answer:
◆ De�ine ‘Right to be forgotten’
◆ Write the six conditions under which it can be imposed
◆ Write the cases in India where RTBF was highlighted.
◆ Conclude with the provisions of Personal Data Protection Bill, 2018.

GOVERNANCE

Ayurveda doctors to practise Surgery
AYUSH systems are holistic systems of treatment. However the recent noti�ication has invited
sharp criticism as the competence of Ayurveda practitioners to carry out surgical procedures is
questioned. Though many patients prefer to receive treatment exclusively from AYUSH providers,
for invasive procedures, like surgery, the risk element can be high. Hence proper evaluation of any
policy before implementation is needed.
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In news: A recent proposal by the Central government to train Ayurveda doctors to perform
surgeries has attracted criticism.
Placing it in syllabus: Governance

Dimensions
◆ The policy and changes made
◆ Advantages and criticisms of the Policy
◆ What can be done?
The policy and changes made:
◆ On November 19, a government noti�ication listed out speci�ic surgical procedures that a postgraduate medical
student of Ayurveda must be “practically trained to acquaint with, as well as to independently perform”.
◆ Postgraduate education in Ayurveda is guided by the Indian Medical Central Council (Post Graduate Education) Regulations.
◆ The 2016 regulations allow postgraduate students to specialise in Shalya Tantra, Shalakya Tantra, and Prasuti
evam Stree Roga (Obstetrics and Gynecology).
◆ Students of these three disciplines are granted MS (Master in Surgery in Ayurveda) degrees.
◆ The Centre amended the regulations to introduce formal training to perform surgical procedures as part of the
curriculum for postgraduate students of shalya (general surgery) and shalakya (diseases of ear, nose,
throat, ENT, eye, head, oro-dentistry) specialisations.
◆ Students will be trained in two streams of surgery and will be awarded titles of MS (Ayurved) Shalya Tantra
and MS (Ayurved) Shalakya Tantra.
◆ The training modules for surgical procedures will be added to the curriculum of Ayurvedic studies.
◆ The noti�ication mentions 58 surgical procedures that postgraduate students must train themselves in, and
acquire skills to perform independently (include procedures in general surgery, urology, surgical gastroenterology, and ophthalmology).

Advantages and criticisms of the policy:
The latest noti�ication just brings clarity to the skills that an Ayurveda practitioner possesses as the skill sets
have been de�ined.
◆ The decision of the government will allow Ayurveda practitioners to legally perform procedures such as skin
grafting, cataract surgery, and root canal treatment.
◆ This would probably help in tackling the shortage of enough trained specialists in rural areas as there will be an
increase in quali�ied health personnel.
◆ The process of education, internship and learning for Ayurveda students is similar to that of Modern Medicine
students and for several surgeries, and ayurvedic procedures almost exactly match those of modern medicine,
though there is signi�icant divergence in post-operative care.
◆

Criticisms:
Indian Medical Association (IMA) has condemned the “predatory poaching on modern medicine and its surgical
disciplines” by the Central Council of Indian Medicine (CCIM).
◆ The IMA is also upset with the recent decision of NITI Aayog to set up four committees for integrating the
various systems of medicine in medical education, practice, public health, and administration, as well as
research which would lead to the death of the modern system of medicine.
◆ Most AYUSH doctors primarily practice in urban areas and some have even been accused of using antibiotics
and steroids irrationally to treat a range of ailments without the necessary allopathic training.
◆ The health centres at small towns and rural areas lack a regular supply of Ayurvedic remedies.
◆ Research has indicated that there are serious problems with the current Ayurvedic curricula in most colleges
including sub-standard levels of teaching and an understanding of human anatomy and physiology.
◆ By forcing AYUSH doctors to practice alongside allopathic doctors, AYUSH doctors may end up being scapegoated if things go wrong.
◆
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What can be done?
◆ There is an urgent need and serious discussion about utilising India’s large workforce of non-MBBS doctors to
improve access to decent health care for our ordinary citizens. The COVID pandemic has exposed the vulnerability of public and private health care in India. India needs to strengthen a health system that is highly unequal,
inaccessible and of spotty quality.
◆

There are many areas that AYUSH doctors can be trained in, so they can refer patients to the right places for
treatment in a timely manner. Allopathic doctors could be sensitised to AYUSH systems, especially in the management of chronic diseases, nutrition, exercise, mental health and overall well-being, so they can refer patients
to AYUSH practitioners. Ayurveda graduates including surgeons if are creatively and properly trained, they can
play important roles in our health-care system.

Mould your thought:

1) To what extent is the recent central government proposal to allow Ayurvedic doctors
to perform surgery feasible. Analyze.
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about the new policy
◆ Write its advantages
◆ Write the criticisms
◆ Give a balanced conclusion

GOVERNANCE

National Family Health Survey(NFHS) – 5 report
Good health bene�its not only the individual, but the nation as well. The NFHS gives a detailed
picture of the performance of India’s population in various health indicators. It helps in analyzing
the success or failure of various policy measures and programmes initiated over the last few years.
To address the lacunae mentioned in the report, a comprehensive and coordinated approach with
better governance and cooperation of civil society is needed.
In news: NFHS-5 report has been released.
Placing it in syllabus: Governance

Dimensions
◆ About NFHS
◆ Highlights of the report
◆ Data on malnutrition
◆ Government interventions to tackle malnutrition
◆ Way ahead

Content:

About NFHS:
◆ The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) is a large-scale, multi-round survey conducted in a representative
sample of households throughout India.
◆ The survey provides state and national information for India on fertility, infant and child mortality, the practice of
family planning, maternal and child health, reproductive health, nutrition, anaemia, utilization and quality of
health and family planning services.
◆ Its two speci�ic goals are a) to provide essential data on health and family welfare needed by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MOHFW) and other agencies for policy and programme purposes, and b) to provide information on important emerging health and family welfare issues.
◆ International Institute for Population Sciences(IIPS), Mumbai is the nodal agency, responsible for providing coordination and technical guidance for the survey.
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◆
◆
◆
◆

The funding for different rounds of NFHS has been provided by USAID, DFID, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, UNICEF, UNFPA, and MOHFW, GOI.
The 2019-20 survey is the �ifth edition of NFHS.
The �irst four editions of surveys were conducted in 1992-93, 1998-99, 2005-06 and 2015-16.
Seven lakh households are being covered and 67 indicators are being used to cover the NFHS 5 data.

The International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS)
◆ It serves as a regional Institute for Training and Research in Population Studies for the ESCAP region.
◆ It was established in Mumbai in July 1956 under the joint sponsorship of Sir Dorabji Tata Trust, the Government
of India and the United Nations,
◆ Until July 1970 it was known as the Demographic Training and Research Centre (DTRC) and till 1985 it was
known as the International Institute for Population Studies (IIPS).
◆ The Institute was re-designated to its present title in 1985 and was declared as a ‘Deemed University’ on August
19, 1985 under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956.
◆ It is the premier Institute for training and research in Population Studies for developing countries in the Asia
and Paci�ic region.
◆ IIPS holds a unique position among all the regional centres, in that it was the �irst such centre to be started, and
serves a much larger population than that served by any of the other regional centres.
◆ The Institute is under the administrative control of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India.
◆ Besides teaching and research activities, the Institute also provides consultancy to the Government and NGOs
and other academic institutions.
Objectives:
To train persons from India and other countries in demography and related �ields, including demographic
aspects of family planning.
◆ To undertake scienti�ic research on population problems which are of special importance to India and other
countries in the ESCAP region.
◆ To collect, organize and disseminate demographic information about the population of India and other countries of the world.
◆ To provide services of research, evaluation, training, consultation and guidance related to demographic problems to government departments, public corporations or private establishments.
◆ To undertake, organize and facilitate study courses, conferences, lectures, seminars.
◆ To undertake and provide for publication of journals and research papers, books and to establish, maintain
libraries and information service.
◆

Highlights of the report:
◆ 17 states are analyzed in the �ifth round of NFHS.
◆ India’s population is stabilising, as the total fertility rate (TFR) has decreased across the majority of the states.
◆ Except for Bihar, Manipur and Meghalaya, all other states have a TFR of 2.1 or less.
◆ All 17 states have witnessed an increase in the use of modern contraceptives of family planning.
◆ Female sterilisation continues to dominate as the modern method of contraception in states like Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Kerala, Karnataka, Bihar and Maharashtra.
◆ In all the states, anaemia is much higher among women compared to men. The share of anaemic men and
women was the highest in West Bengal, while Gujarat had the highest share of anaemic children.
◆ There is an increase in child marriages in a number of states, highest being in West Bengal, Bihar, Tripura , Manipur and Assam.
◆ States such as Manipur, Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Nagaland have shown an increase in teenage
pregnancies.
◆ Though spousal violence has declined in most of the states and UTs, it has witnessed an increase in �ive states –
Sikkim, Maharashtra, Himachal Pradesh, Assam and Karnataka.
◆ Karnataka witnessed the largest increase in spousal violence, from 20.6 percent in NFHS 4 to 44.4 percent in
NFHS-5.
◆ Sexual violence has increased in �ive states – Assam, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Meghalaya and West Bengal.
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The share of households having access to some basic amenities has increased in most of the states – the
share of the population living in households with electricity increased in 19 states, with improved sources of
drinking-water increased in 20 states; with improved sanitation facilities increased in 21 states and the share of
households using clean cooking fuel increased in all 22 states and UTs.
◆ Though all of India’s households have access to a toilet, a quarter of the population lives in households that do not
have an exclusively used improved toilet and they may be using a facility common to multiple households.
Data on malnutrition:
◆ In Child malnutrition parameters – such as infant and child mortality (under 5 years of age), child stunting
(low height for one’s age), child wasting ( low weight for one’s height) and proportion of underweight
children – several states have either been stagnant or worsened. Children born between 2014 and 2019 (that is,
0 to 5 years of age) are more malnourished than the previous generation. NFHS 4, which was conducted in
2015-16, had recorded a drop in child malnutrition levels.
◆

◆

◆

◆

The share of children who were stunted
increased in 13 states, while the share of
children who had low weight for their height
increased in 12 states. The share of underweight
and overweight children also increased in 16
and 20 states, respectively. The under-�ive mortality rate (probability of dying between birth
and �ive years of age expressed per 1,000 live
births), decreased in 18 of the 22 states.
The reversal in the proportion of children who
are stunted is the most worrisome because
unlike wasting and being underweight, stunting
represents chronic malnutrition. Another
cause of concern is the fact that the �irst phase
data is pre-pandemic and it is quite likely that
the second phase which will also incorporate
Covid’s impact may show even poorer results.

The latest round of the survey reported an increased share of men and women who were overweight or obese.
Among major states and UTs, the share of obese women increased the most in Karnataka, by 6.8 percentage points,
and the share of obese men increased the most in Jammu and Kashmir, by 11.1 percentage points

Government interventions to tackle malnutrition:
Various government initiatives have been launched over the years to improve the nutrition status in the country. These
include the Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), the National Health Mission, the Janani Suraksha Yojana, the
Matritva Sahyog Yojana, the Mid-Day Meal Scheme, and the National Food Security Mission. The National Nutrition Strategy has been released.

◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

◆

The Strategy aims to reduce all forms of malnutrition by 2030, with a focus on the most vulnerable and critical
age groups.
It aims to assist in achieving the targets identi�ied as part of the Sustainable Development Goals related to nutrition and health.
Aims to launch a National Nutrition Mission, similar to the National Health Mission
A decentralised approach will be promoted with greater �lexibility and decision making at the state, district and
local levels.
It aims to strengthen the ownership of Panchayati Raj institutions and urban local bodies over nutrition initiatives
to enable decentralised planning and local innovation along with accountability for nutrition outcomes.
It proposes to launch interventions with a focus on improving healthcare and nutrition among children. These
interventions will include: (i) promotion of breastfeeding for the �irst six months after birth, (ii) universal access
to infant and young child care (including ICDS and crèches), (iii) enhanced care, referrals and management of
severely undernourished and sick children, (iv) bi-annual vitamin A supplements for children in the age group of
9 months to 5 years, and (v) micro-nutrient supplements and bi-annual de-worming for children.
Measures to improve maternal care and nutrition include: (i) supplementary nutritional support during pregnancy and lactation, (ii) health and nutrition counselling, (iii) adequate consumption of iodised salt and screening
of severe anaemia, and (iv) institutional childbirth, lactation management and improved post-natal care.
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National nutrition mission (NNM):
◆ The National Nutrition Mission also known as Rashtriya Poshan Mission has been launched by the government of India with three year budget of 9046.17 crore rupees.
◆ Commenced from 2017-18.
◆ As an apex body under the MWCD will supervise, monitor, �ix targets and guide nutrition related interventions all
over the Ministries.
◆ It will also monitor an assortment of schemes contributing towards addressing malnutrition in India.
◆ 50% of the NNM will be funded by the Government Budgetary Support and 50% will be funded by International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD, also known as World Bank).
◆ The Government budgetary support would be of 60:40 between Centre and States/UTs, 90:10 for Northeast
region and Himalayan States and 100% for UTs without legislature.
◆ NNM will bring in measurement of height of children at the Anganwadi Centres (AWCs).
◆ The scheme will assist to conduct Social Audits.
◆ It will also set-up Nutrition Resource Centres, which will involve masses through Jan Andolan for their participation on nutrition throughout various activities, among others.
Solutions:

Article 47 of the Indian Constitution provides that it is the “duty of the State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard of living and to improve public health”. Compliance with this provision is seen in the form of nutrition missions
launched by some State governments.

To improve nutritional content in food products, steps are being taken towards universal food forti�ication. A proposed
policy would provide for adding essential vitamins and minerals (iron, folic acid, vitamin, iodine) to food items (rice,
wheat �lour, salt, edible oil, milk) sold in markets. The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has set
nutritional benchmarks to ensure that manufacturers responsible for fortifying food add desirable levels of micronutrients to the food items.
Adequate funds are needed for the successful implementation of any nutrition scheme. In the case of India, with respect
to centrally supported schemes such as ICDS, data show that the budgetary allocations have decreased over time.
More recently, while the allocations have increased in absolute terms, the annual rate of change is down. State governments must play a more pro-active role in combating malnutrition and themselves generate funds for this purpose.
The agencies of State governments have to adopt a comprehensive and coordinated multi-sectoral approach which
is formulated by taking into account the varied nature of local-level challenges. Better governance has to be demonstrated and the civil society must respond in a responsible manner.
Mould your thought:

1) Explain the prevalence of malnutrition in India. What are the government intervention
in place to reduce malnutrition?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Brie�ly write the causes of malnutrition
◆ Write the recent NFHS data on malnutrition
◆ Write about government interventions
◆ Way ahead
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LAW & POLICY
LAW & POLICY

Pardoning powers of President
The power to grant pardon is capable of correcting the mistakes of the judiciary. The ability of the
President to use the pardon power fairly and dispassionately depends on his personal integrity
and sense of responsibility. But in recent times, the pardon power has been abused as political and
other extraneous factors tend to determine its application.

In news: Trump pardons Michael Fynn
Placing it in syllabus: Law and Policy
Static dimensions
◆ Pardoning powers: Comparison of US
and Indian presidents
◆ Why are such powers given?
◆ Problems of misuse

Current dimensions
◆ In news

Content:

In news:
◆ US President Donald Trump exercised his powers under the country’s constitution to pardon Michael Flynn,
his former National Security Advisor.
◆ Flynn had twice pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI.
◆ The pardon effectively ended Flynn’s prosecution in the Russian election interference probe.
◆ Recently Trump had commuted the sentence of Roger Stone, another associate who had been convicted as
part of the same investigation and was about to report to prison.

Pardoning Powers: Comparison of US and Indian Presidents:
The President of the US has the constitutional right to pardon or commute sentences related to federal crimes.
◆ The power is enshrined in Article 11, section 2, Clause 1, of the US Constitution, which provides that the President “shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United States, except in cases
of impeachment”.
◆ A President or Governor may grant a full (unconditional) pardon or a conditional pardon.
◆ The full or unconditional pardon entails that a recipient of a pardon may regain the right to vote and to hold
various positions of public trust.
◆ The conditional pardon is said to impose a condition on the offender before it becomes ef- fective.
◆ The US Supreme Court has held that this clemency power is “granted without limit” and cannot be restricted
by Congress.
◆ Clemency is a broad executive power and is discretionary – meaning the President is not answerable for his
pardons, and does not have to provide a reason for issuing one.
◆

Limitations:
◆ Reprieves and pardons cannot be granted in Cases of Impeachment.
◆ The power only applies to federal crimes and not state crimes, that is, those pardoned by the President can
still be tried under the laws of individual states.

Indian president pardoning powers:
Unlike the US President, whose powers to grant pardons are almost unfettered, the President of India has to
act on the advice of the Cabinet.
◆ Under Article 72 of the Constitution, “the President shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites
or remissions of punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any
offence where the sentence is a sentence of death”.
◆ Under Article 161, the Governor too has pardoning powers, but these do not extend to death sentences.
◆
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The President can use his pardoning powers in the cases mentioned below:
◆ When he is considering a case of punishment against a person who has committed an offence against a Union
Law
◆ When he is considering a case of punishment where the latter is given by the court-martial or military court
◆ When he is considering a death sentence
Limitations:
◆ The President cannot exercise his power of pardon independent of the government.
◆ Rashtrapati Bhawan forwards the mercy plea to the Home Ministry, seeking the Cabinet’s advice.
◆ The Ministry in turn forwards this to the concerned state government.
◆ Based on the reply, it formulates its advice on behalf of the Council of Ministers.
◆ In the Maru Ram vs Union of India case(1980) and Dhananjoy Chatterjee vs State of West Bengal case(1994),
the SC has ruled that the President has to act on the advice of the Council of Ministers while deciding mercy
pleas.
◆ Although the President is bound by the Cabinet’s advice, Article 74(1) empowers him to return it for reconsideration once.
◆ If the Council of Ministers decides against any change, the President has no option but to accept it.
◆ The SC in the Epuru Sudhakar case gave a small window for judicial review of the pardon powers of President
and governors for the purpose of ruling out any arbitrariness.
Why are such powers given?
◆ The administration of justice by the courts is not necessarily always wise or certainly considerate of circumstances which may properly mitigate guilt.
◆ Though a person may be rightly convicted, yet the punishment may appear to be excessive and disproportionate or there may be circumstances that justify lowering the sentence.
◆ Pardons have also been used for the broader public policy purpose of ensuring peace and tranquility in the
case of uprisings and to bring peace after internal con�licts.
Problems of misuse:
◆ Presidents in various countries have applied the pardon power with unequal weight.
◆ There are numerous cases where public of�icials charged with high trust violation of law, embezzlement of
public funds are shielded by the exercise of the power of pardon.
◆ At the same time men who have committed petty offences but with no money or in�luence are usually not
considered for pardon.
◆ In various jurisdictions, including the United States, the pardon power is virtually unchecked by formal
constraints as there are no formal measures to limit or overturn the use of the power to pardon.
However, Judicial review of the exercise of pardon power is allowed in India which can be properly used to
enforce textual limitations on clemency power.
Mould your thought:

1) Explain the pardoning powers exercised by Indian President and what are its limitations?
Why are such clemency powers needed?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write the pardoning powers of Indian president
◆ Write the limitations of the power
◆ Write why such powers are given
◆ Conclusion

LAW & POLICY

US- Taiwan informal alliance
The US is keen to utilise every opportunity that helps it in breaking Chinese in�luence in the global
economy. Its recent informal alliance with Taiwan is one such initiative. It is an opportunity for
both Washington and Taipei to counter China’s global infrastructure spree amid concerns about
Beijing’s commitment to international projects and worsening �inances among developing countries.
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In news: The US is keen to utilise every opportunity that helps it in breaking Chinese in�luence in the
global economy. Its recent informal alliance with Taiwan is one such initiative. It is an
opportunity for both Washington and Taipei to counter China’s global infrastructure spree
amid concerns about Beijing’s commitment to international projects and worsening �inances
among developing countries.
Placing it in syllabus: Foreign relations
Static dimensions
◆ What is OBOR and how does it challenge the US?
◆ China- Taiwan Problematic Relationship
◆ How has the US exploited this faultline?

Current dimensions
◆ In news
◆ Will the US be able to provide an alternative to OBOR?

Content:

In news:
◆ Taiwan and the U.S. are moving ahead with a plan to �inance infrastructure and energy projects in Asia and
Latin America.
◆ The capital would be raised from the private sector to ensure greater transparency.
◆ The �irst project is expected to start within 2021-22.
◆ The plan was initiated with the signing of an agreement between the U.S. and Taiwan in September, 2020
which aims to raise funds through bonds aimed at Taiwanese banks, insurers and other private capital.
◆ Taiwan’s infrastructure lending is intended to be more transparent through the greater disclosure of information, such as amounts raised, yields and intended use, as part of the bond-sale process.

Will the US be able to provide an alternative to OBOR?
The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, also known as Quad, an informal strategic forum between India, US,
Japan, and Australia, has been formed to ensure peace and stability in the Indo-Paci�ic and check China’s
expansionist efforts in the region.
◆ India alone is not the victim of Beijing’s visible expansionism. China and Japan are at loggerheads over the
Senkaku islands. Other ASEAN countries are quite literally on China’s radar on account of rival claims over
maritime boundaries in the resource-rich South China Sea.
◆ After the COVID-19 outbreak, China’s relations with Australia have gone precipitously south. The regional
turbulence in the Indo-Paci�ic has naturally drawn in the United States, which under the Trump administration has virtually declared a new Cold War with China.
◆ Under these circumstances, the bonding of powerful democracies can change the economic and military
balance of power vis-a-vis China. Economically, the strategy is regarded as an answer to China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), which is establishing a China-centric trade route.
◆ Now Taiwan is the latest addition to an expanding roster of U.S. partnerships on infrastructure investment in
third countries. Other than Taiwan, sixteen other countries have reached similar agreements with Washington, under which companies from those countries work with the U.S. International Development Finance
Corporation to fund infrastructure projects.
◆ Japan, South Korea and Australia announced a partnership with the U.S. in 2018. The US has made backing
Taiwan a key pillar of its efforts to counter Chinese in�luence. The U.S. has estimated that it will invest a combined $75 billion in developing countries by 2025.
◆

What is OBOR and how does it challenge the US?
◆ One Belt and One Road (OBOR) is the global development strategy initiated by the Government of China
involving infrastructural development and direct investments in many countries across the continents of Asia,
Europe, Africa and the Americas.
◆ It was announced in 2013 by China’s President Xi Jinping.
◆ The ‘Belt’ refers to the ‘Silk Road Economic Belt’, which is a series of overland routes reminiscent of the Silk
Road of antiquity and the late middle ages.
◆ The ‘Road’ refers to the sea routes, which is also referred to as the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road.
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◆

◆

◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

The BRI projects comprise $4 trillion of promised
investments in 65 countries representing 70 percent of
the world’s population, 55 percent of its GNP, and 75
percent of its energy reserves.

The BRI aims to stabilize China’s western peripheries,
rekindle its economy, propel non-Western international
economic institutions and diversify trade suppliers/routes while circumventing the U.S. pivot to Asia.

China wants to consolidate its position at the centre of the global supply and manufacturing networks which
will be the key to the global economy over the coming decades.
The BRI is central to this vision, and it mutually reinforces China’s parallel ambition to take the lead over the
coming years in developing key technologies and setting global standards.
Making it a reality will require an extraordinary alignment of �inancial resources, technical skills, political
commitment and international cooperation.
On the other side, the US is launching a plan to lock out imports of steel so as to revive America’s steel industry.
The U.S. still possesses enormous assets to maintain its predominance, including military primacy, multiple
alliances, powerful Western-led international organizations, and an unmatched soft power.
The US president wants to put US workers back into the jobs that Beijing wants to move Chinese workers out
of.
If America and its allies are determined to resist China’s challenge to the old US-led liberal global order, they
have to counter Beijing’s powerful vision of a future global economy centred on China by an equally powerful
and ambitious global economic vision of their own.

China- Taiwan problematic relationship:
◆ Taiwan, of�icially known as the Republic of China (ROC), is an island off the southern coast of China that has
been governed independently from mainland China since 1949.
◆ The People’s Republic of China (PRC) views the island as a province, while in Taiwan, territory with its own
democratically elected government, political leaders have differing views on the island’s status and relations
with the mainland.
◆ Beijing and Taipei sharply disagree on the island’s status.
◆ The PRC asserts that there is only “one China” and that Taiwan
is an inalienable part of it.
◆ Beijing says Taiwan is bound by an understanding reached in
1992 between representatives of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) and the Kuomintang (KMT) political party then
ruling Taiwan.
◆ The tacit agreement underlying the 1992 Consensus is that
Taiwan will not seek independence.

◆
◆
◆
◆

Taiwan’s KMT still accepts the consensus as a starting point for future negotiations with the CCP.
However, the island’s current president, Tsai Ing-wen, leader of the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), has
rejected the consensus.
Taiwanese leaders consider formal diplomatic relations with major powers and international organizations
essential if Taiwan is to survive separately from the Communist mainland.
However, only �ifteen states maintain of�icial diplomatic ties with the island.

How has the US exploited this faultline?
Maintaining strong, unof�icial relations with Taiwan is a major U.S. goal, in line with the U.S. desire to further
peace and stability in Asia.
◆ In the 1979 U.S. – PRC Joint Communique, the United States recognized the Government of the PRC as the sole
legal government of China.
◆ The Joint Communique also stated that the people of the United States will maintain cultural, commercial, and
other unof�icial relations with the people of Taiwan.
◆
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◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

Hence, 1979 Taiwan Relations Act provides the legal basis for the unof�icial relationship between the United
States and Taiwan.
It enshrines the U.S. commitment to assist Taiwan in maintaining its self-defense capability.
The US has opposed unilateral changes to the status quo by either side, and encourages both sides to engage
in constructive dialogue on the basis of dignity and respect.
The American Institute in Taiwan (AIT) is responsible for implementing U.S. policy toward Taiwan.
Taiwan is the United States’ tenth largest trading partner and the United States is Taiwan’s second largest
trading partner.
Taiwan enjoys Export-Import Bank �inancing, Overseas Private Investment Corporation guarantees, normal
trade relations status, and ready access to U.S. markets.
The United States has a trade and investment framework agreement with Taiwan under the auspices of AIT
and the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Of�ice (TECRO) in the United States.
Travel between the United States and Taiwan has continued to grow and there are now 153 sister cities
between the United States and Taiwan.
Taiwan became a member of the U.S. Visa Waiver Program in November 2012.
Taiwan is the United States’ seventh largest source of international students.
The United States supports Taiwan’s membership in international organizations that do not require statehood as a condition of membership.
U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, totaling more than $25 billion between 2007 and 2018, has led to U.S.-China
friction.
The Trump administration has also proposed multiple arms deals and unveiling a new $250 million complex
for its de facto embassy in Taipei.

Mould your thought:

1) How is the US preparing to counter the Chinese in�luence in Indo-Paci�ic region? Can the informal
alliance between Taiwan and the US be a right step in this direction?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about OBOR
◆ Write about US- Taiwan informal alliance
◆ Write how QUAD and US partnership with Taiwan helps in countering China
◆ Conclusion

LAW & POLICY

A turnaround in J and K on Roshni Act
The Jammu & Kashmir High administration annulled the Roshni Act which was controversial and
decided to retrieve land transferred under the scheme. The move has been hailed by the Central
government as a “surgical strike” on corruption. However with review petitions by the bene�iciaries as well as the government in the Supreme court and High court, the decision mainly depends
on the report of the investigating agency, CBI.

In news: The Supreme court has refused to go into appeals �iled against J&K High Court’s order holding
the Roshni Act, 2001 unconstitutional.
Placing it in syllabus: Law and policy
Static dimensions
◆ What was the Act about?
◆ Did it succeed?
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Content:

Petitions in the Court and High court ruling about it:
◆ The J&K High Court had on October 9 declared the J&K State Land (Vesting of Occupants Ownership) Act
2001, also known as Roshni Act, “void ab initio’’.
◆ It ordered a CBI investigation into all instances of alleged irregularities in transfer of state lands to private
individuals.
◆ It deferred the hearing of a review petition �iled by the UT government against its judgment on the Roshni Act
to December 16.
◆ The CBI is currently investigating irregularities in the land transfers made under the law.
◆ The Supreme court recently heard a batch of petitions by some of the bene�iciaries of the Act who claimed that
they were not encroachers but lawful occupants.
◆ SC noted that the matter has been listed before the J&K HC on December 21 and asked the court to decide it
and adjourned the matter to the last week of January 2021.
◆ The SC has said that the pendency of the petitions will not stop the petitioners from approaching the HC seeking review.
Review petition by the Government and reasons for it:
◆ The Jammu and Kashmir government in October had announced it would start retrieving thousands of acres
of land distributed under the Act, soon after the legislation was struck down by the court.
◆ But on December 4, the government �iled a petition in the Jammu and Kashmir High Court, asking it to reconsider its decision.
◆ The UT government now wants to protect poor bene�iciaries.
◆ In its review petition, the UT government wants the court to divide bene�iciaries under the Roshni scheme
into two classes of people – “landless cultivators and individuals residing in dwellings on small areas” and
“rich and wealthy land grabbers”.
◆ The primary criteria for such classi�ication would be a ceiling to determine “a landless cultivator or a
house-holder with at the most one dwelling house in personal use.”
◆ No relief would extend to bene�iciaries who got land above these ceilings.
◆ Another key demand in the government’s review petition is that the government wants CBI to tailor its investigation in order to be “more result-oriented” and “focus on the in�luential and powerful people who defrauded the state.”
◆ The review petition also asks that the cases registered by Jammu and Kashmir’s Anti-Corruption Bureau not
be transferred to the CBI (So far, the Anti-Corruption Bureau has registered 17 FIRs on alleged illegalities
under the Roshni Act) as doing so will delay bringing the guilty to book.
Opposition parties, however, have claimed that the government has taken this step after realizing that
the major bene�iciaries of the scheme were from BJP and RSS from Jammu.
What was the Act about?
◆ It was passed by the then National Conference government led by Farooq Abdullah to give ownership to
people in possession of state land, with a cut-off of 1990 and against a payment as determined by the govern◆
ment.
◆ Since the aim was to generate resources for hydroelectric power projects, it was called Roshni (Light) Act.
◆ In 2005, the PDP-Congress coalition government amended the Act to relax the cut-off year from 1990 to 2004.
◆ In a later amendment, the Ghulam Nabi Azad government set the premium at 25% of the market rate and the
cut-off date at 2007.
◆ The government gave free ownership rights on agricultural land to farmers occupying it, who only needed to
pay Rs 100 per kanal of land as documentation fee.
◆ Ownership of 3 lakh kanals (17,500 hectares) has been vested in Jammu region as against 33,000 kanals in
Kashmir.
◆ In Kashmir, most of this land had been leased out to business houses and for residential purposes, in some
cases for almost 100 years.
◆ In October 2018, the then J&K Governor Satya Pal Malik repealed the Roshni Act prospectively.
◆ In September 2019, he ordered a probe by the state Anti-Corruption Bureau into all dealings under the Roshni
Scheme.
◆ Following this, another petition was �iled in the High Court seeking transfer of the probe to the CBI.
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Did it succeed?
◆ The 2014 CAG report termed the scheme a Rs-25,000-crore scam.
◆ It �lagged irregularities and said arbitrary reduction of prices by a standing committee was done to bene�it
politicians and in�luential people.
◆ Shortly after the government had approved the Act, the then State Vigilance Organisation �iled an FIR against
some people who didn’t satisfy the criteria but managed to vest ownership of land under the scheme.
◆ A prominent case came to be known as the Gulmarg land scam, in which several top bureaucrats are accused
of illegally transferring land of the Gulmarg Development Authority to private parties.
◆ No action was taken against top bureaucrats and one of the main accused in this case, IAS of�icer Baseer
Ahmad Khan, was appointed Adviser to the Lt Governor of J&K in March, 2020.
◆ A petition was �iled in the High Court to check violations of the Act based on the 17 FIRs.
◆ Some right-wings groups in Jammu have alleged the Roshni Act was meant to change the demography of the
Hindu-majority Jammu district.
◆ There has been unabated capture of forest and river lands by Muslims and settlements of Rohingyas and
Bangladeshis exclusively in Jammu.
◆ Government �igures showed that ownership rights transferred for 44,912 kanals in Jammu district is more
than the land transferred in the entire Kashmir Valley.
Mould your thought:

1) Why is the J&K Roshni Act controversial? What is the reason behind J&K UT government’s review
petition on annulling of the act?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Brief about Roshni Act
◆ Write its criticisms
◆ Write about recent High court judgement on the Act and government’s reply to it
◆ Give a balanced conclusion
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SCIENCE & TECH
SCIENCE & TECH

Lunar missions
Space is the new platform for competition among global powers. Different space agencies are in
race to claim supremacy in space explorations. Recent lunar probe launched by Chinese Space
agency is one such milestone. One has to study the different space missions from both prelims and
mains point of view.

In news: The Chang’e 5 lander of Chinese lunar mission set down on the lunar surface
on December 1st, 2020.
Placing it in syllabus: S&T – space

Static dimensions
◆ Pardoning powers: Comparison of US
and Indian presidents
◆ Why are such powers given?
◆ Problems of misuse

Current dimensions
◆ In news

Content:

Chinese lunar missions:
Chang’e 1 was launched in October 2007 on a 16-month mission to map the moon. The spacecraft scrutinized the
lunar surface, analyzed the composition and depth of the materials there, and also looked at the surrounding environment. The mission ful�illed all of its objectives and controllers deliberately crashed the spacecraft onto the moon
on March 2, 2009.

Chang’e 2, the second Chinese lunar mission was launched on Oct. 1, 2010. It returned a high-resolution map of the
entire moon’s surface and took close-up images of the Bay of Rainbows, where mission planners at the time suggested they might put down the country’s �irst lander. Chang’e-2 left the moon’s neighborhood in April 2012 to �ly by the
asteroid 4179 Toutatis, which it reached in December 2012.
Chang’e 3 was the third Chinese lunar mission
and the �irst to land on the surface. It made a safe
landing on the moon on Dec. 14, 2013, at Mare
Imbrium, on a site later called Guang Han Gong
(Moon Palace). Chang’e 3 took images of the night
sky from its perch on the surface, using an optical
telescope, and it sent back imagery of the
surrounding area as well as of its rover, Yutu. It
also discovered a new kind of basaltic rock in
2015.
In October 2014, China launched its �irst
round-trip moon journey, dubbed Chang’e 5 Test
1 mission.
mission was supposed to test the performance of spacecraft items such as its heat shield, guidance, navigation and
control. Once analyzed, this information was expected to be included in future lunar-landing missions. The Chang’e
5 Test 1 mission landed safely in Mongolia on Oct. 31, 2014.
Chang’e 4 descended into history on January 2, 2019, when it made a safe touchdown on the far side of the moon.
The spacecraft landed in Von Kármán Crater, taking pictures of its gentle fall using a descent camera. The lander and
its rover will work together to learn more about the moon’s radiation environment, surface and subsurface. They
also will do radio astronomy, as well as a small biosphere experiment.

Chang’e -5 was launched in November, 2020. On 1st December, the Chang’e 5 ascent vehicle blasted off from the
moon surface with the collected samples. The Chang’e 5 sample return mission is expected to last just 23 days,
ending with a landing in Inner Mongolia around Dec. 17.
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Indian missions: Chandrayaan 1 and 2:
◆ Chandrayaan-1 was India’s �irst mission to the moon, which was launched by Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle,
PSLV-C11 on October 22, 2008, from Sriharikota.
◆ Chandrayaan-1 made more than 3,400 orbits around the moon.
◆ It was operational for 312 days till August 29, 2009.
◆ The lift-off mass of Chandrayaan-1 was 1380 kg, according to ISRO.
Chandrayaan-1 key achievements:
◆ The Chandrayaan-1 discovered traces of water on the moon-a path-breaking discovery in the world of space
science.
◆ Chandrayaan-1 also discovered water ice in the North polar region of the Moon.
◆ It also detected Magnesium, Aluminium and Silicon on the lunar surface.
◆ Global imaging of the moon is another achievement of this mission.
Chandrayaan-2:
◆ Chandrayaan-2 is India’s �irst lander mission.
◆ It consists of an Orbiter, Lander and Rover, all equipped with scienti�ic instruments to study the moon.
◆ The Lander and Rover modules will separate from the orbiter and make a soft-landing on the moon’s surface
(either on September 5 or 6, 2019).
◆ Orbiter – The Orbiter is a 2379-kg spacecraft with 7 instruments on board. The Orbiter will observe lunar
surface and relay communication between Earth and the Lander.
◆ Lander – ISRO has named the Lander module as Vikram. It carried three instruments that will mainly study
the moon’s atmosphere. One of the instruments will also look out for seismic activity on the lunar surface.
◆ Rover – The Rover is a 6-wheeled, Arti�icial Intelligence-powered and solar-powered vehicle named Pragyan,
meaning wisdom. Once on the moon, the rover will detach itself from the lander. Its primary objective is to
study the composition of the moon’s surface near the landing site and determine the abundance of different
elements on the moon’s surface.
◆ Chandrayaan-2 was planned to make a landing at a site where no earlier mission had gone, i.e near the South
pole of the moon.
◆ It is a completely unexplored territory and holds the possibility of the presence of water.
However, a part of the mission failed as the Vikram lander crash-landed on the lunar surface.
Chandrayaan-3 is likely to be launched in early 2021. It will be a mission repeat of Chandrayaan -2 and will
include a Lander and Rover similar to that of Chandrayaan-2, but will not have an orbiter.

Other future lunar missions:
NASA missions:
◆ NASA is committed to landing American astronauts, including the �irst woman and the next man, on the Moon
by 2024 through the agency’s Artemis lunar exploration program.
◆ It is working toward launching Artemis I, an uncrewed �light to test the Space Launch System (SLS) and Orion
spacecraft together, followed by the Artemis II mission, the �irst SLS and Orion test �light with crew.
◆ Astronauts will dock Orion at the Gateway and transfer to a human landing system for expeditions to the
surface of the Moon.
◆ They will return to the orbital outpost to board Orion again before returning safely to Earth.
◆ Recently NASA has selected 18 astronauts from its corps to form the Artemis team who come from a diverse
range of backgrounds, expertise, and experience.
China space agency missions:
◆ Chang’e 6, a backup mission for this year’s sample-return launch, is scheduled to head to the moon in 2023 or
2024.
◆ Chang’e 7 is planned to launch around 2024 with the dual aims of landing on the south pole of the moon and
closely studying the region from orbit.

Together, the missions will form part of a planned International Lunar Research Station, a major project concept that
China has proposed to other nations.

Other missions:
◆ European space agency (ESA) is working with the Canadian and Japanese space agencies to prepare the Heracles robotic mission to the Moon.
◆ Using the space Gateway as a halfway point, a robotic rover will scout the terrain in preparation for the future
arrival of astronauts, and deliver lunar samples to Earth.
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Mould your thought:

1) Brief about the lunar explorations undertaken by different space agencies around the world.
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about recent Chang’e 5 exploration
◆ Write about India’s lunar programs
◆ Highlight the lunar missions of NASA, Chinese and other space agencies
◆ Conclusion

SCIENCE & TECH

Council of Scientiﬁc and Industrial
research (CSIR)
CSIR is a pioneer in the �ield of Scienti�ic research today. It covers a wide spectrum of �ields from
radio and space physics, oceanography, geophysics to biotechnology, environmental engineering
and information technology. It is important to study about the organisation both from prelims and
mains point of view.
In news: CSIR has said that the coronavirus vaccine will be equally effective against the new
mutant of coronavirus (UK Coronavirus strain).
Placing it in syllabus: Scienti�ic organisations
Dimensions
◆ About CSIR
◆ Organisational structure of CSIR
◆ CSIR achievements

Content:

About CSIR:
◆ The Industrial Intelligence and Research Bureau was set up in April 1935.
◆ At the onset of World War II in 1939, by the efforts of Arcot Ramaswamy Mudaliar, a member Board of Scienti�ic and Industrial Research(BSIR) was created on 1 April 1940 for a period of two years.
◆ Mudaliar became the chair of the board.
◆ It was at this point that Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar was appointed as the Director.
◆ Major achievements of BSIR included development of the techniques for the puri�ication of Balochistan
sulphur anti-gas cloth manufacture, vegetable oil blends as fuel and lubricants, plastic packing cases for army
boots and ammunition, dyes for uniforms and the preparation of vitamins, and the invention of a pyrethrum
emulsi�ier and cream.
◆ Bhatnagar persuaded the government to set up an Industrial Research Utilisation Committee (IRUC) in early
1941 for further investment into industrial research.
◆ The constitution of the Council of Scienti�ic and Industrial Research (CSIR) as an autonomous body was
prepared under Mudaliar and Bhatnagar which came into operation on 26 September 1942.
◆ The BSIR and IRUC became the advisory bodies to the governing body of the CSIR.
◆ In 1943, the governing body of CSIR approved the proposal of Bhatnagar to establish �ive national laboratories
- the National Chemical Laboratory, the National Physical Laboratory, the Fuel Research Station, the Glass &
Ceramics Research Institute and the National Metallurgical Laboratory.

CSIR, today is perhaps among the world's largest publicly funded R&D organisations. It has a chain of 38 world class
R&D establishments with 80 �ield stations spread across India. Its patrons and partners hail from over 50 countries.
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Organisational structure of CSIR:
◆ President: Prime Minister (Ex-Of�icio)
◆ Vice President: Minister of Science & Technology, India (Ex-Of�icio)
◆ Governing Body: The Director General is the head of the governing body. The other ex-of�icio member is the
�inance secretary (expenditures). Other members' terms are three years.
◆ CSIR Advisory Board: 15-member body (with a term of 3 years each) composed of prominent members from
respective �ields of science and technology. Its function is to provide S&T inputs to the governing body.

CSIR achievements: CSIR is granted 90% of US patents granted to any Indian publicly funded R&D organization.
On an average CSIR �ile about 200 Indian patents and 250 foreign patents per year. About 13.86% of CSIR patents
are licensed - a number which is above the global average.
CSIR has put in place CSIR@80: Vision & Strategy 2022 – New CSIR for New India. CSIR’s mission is “to build
a new CSIR for a new India” and CSIR’s vision is to “Pursue science which strives for global impact, the technolo
gy that enables innovation-driven industry and nurtures trans-disciplinary leadership thereby catalyzing inclu
sive economic development for the people of India”.

CSIR is the only Indian organization among the top 100 global institutions, according to the Scimago Institutions
Ranking World Report 2014. It holds the 17th rank in Asia and leads the country at the �irst position.

CSIR milestones:
Developed India's �irst synthetic drug, methaqualone in 1950.
◆ Developed Optical Glass at CGCRI for defence purposes.
◆ Developed the �irst Indian tractor Swaraj in 1967 completely based on indigenous know-how.
◆ Achieved the �irst breakthrough of �lowering of Bamboo within weeks as against twenty years in nature.
◆ First to analyse genetic diversity of the indigenous Andamanese tribes and to establish their origin out of
Africa 60,000 years ago.
◆ Developed the �irst transgenic Drosophila model for drug screening for cancer in humans.
◆ Invented, once a week non-steroidal family planning pill Saheli and non-steroidal herbal pill for asthma called
Asmon.
◆ CSIR developed cheaper processes for manufacture of anti-HIV drugs and transferred the technology to
CIPLA, which introduced the drug in India and other third world countries at a fraction of the original price of
expensive drugs.
◆ Flosolver, India’s �irst parallel computer to get supercomputing power was built in 1986.
◆ Rejuvenated India's one-hundred-year-old re�inery at Digboi using the most modern molecular distillation
technology.
◆ With TCS, developed a versatile portable PC-based software 'Bio-Suite' for bioinformatics.
◆ Design of 14 seater plane 'SARAS'.
◆ Established �irst ever in the world 'Traditional Knowledge Digital Library' accessible in �ive international
languages, English, German, French, Japanese and Spanish.
◆ Successfully challenged the grant of patent in the US for use of haldi (turmeric) for wound healing and neem
as insecticide.
◆ In 2009, completed the sequencing of the Human Genome.
◆ In 2011, successfully tested India's 1st indigenous civilian aircraft, NAL NM5 made in association with National Aerospace Laboratories and Mahindra Aerospace.
◆ In 2020, initiated clinical trials to evaluate Sepsivac's ef�icacy to reduce mortality rate in COVID-19 patients.
◆

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar:
◆ Sir Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar was an Indian colloid chemist, academic and scienti�ic administrator.
◆ He is revered as the “father of research laboratories” in India.
◆ He was the �irst Chairman of the University Grants Commission (UGC).
◆ Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar’s �irst industrial problem was developing the process for converting bagasse into
food-cake for cattle.
◆ His major innovation was an improvement of the procedure for drilling crude oil.
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◆
◆
◆
◆

Later the Department of Petroleum Research was set up under his guidance.
Investigations carried out under this collaborative scheme included deodorisation of waxes, increasing �lame
height of kerosene and utilisation of waste products in the vegetable oil and mineral oil industries.
Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar persistently refused any personal monetary bene�it from his research fundings, and
instead advocated for strengthening research facilities at the university.
Shanti Swaroop Bhatnagar wrote jointly with K.N. Mathur ‘Physical Principles and Applications of Magnetochemistry’ which is considered a standard work on the subject.

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize
◆ It was established by CSIR in 1958.
◆ The nominees for the award are �iltered out from the research categories of – Biological Sciences, Chemical
Sciences, Earth Sciences, Atmosphere, Ocean and Planetary, Engineering, Mathematical Sciences,
Medical Sciences & Physical Sciences.
◆ The Prize comes up with a Citation, a Plaque & a Cash Award of 5 Lakh Rupees with the addition of a stipend
of ₹15,000/- per month (till the age of 65).
◆ Every year, the Award Selection Committee of CSIR presents the award to maximum 2 individuals from
each research category.
◆ As per the stats, the SSB Prize has been awarded to 525 individuals for their exemplary work in Science &
Technology.
◆ The candidates must be Indian Nationality or Overseas citizen of India (OCI) and Persons of Indian Origin
(PIO) working in India.
◆ The awardee must have made important and outstanding contributions to human knowledge and progress –
fundamental and applied – in the �ield of endeavour, which is his/her specialisation.
◆ Upper Age Limit is 45 years.
◆ The selection will be based on the results of the selection procedure which is conducted by the Advisory Committee of CSIR.
Mould your thought:

1) CSIR has emerged as a pioneer in the �ield of Scienti�ic research in India. Explain.
Approach to the answer:
◆ Brie�ly write about CSIR history
◆ Write about its achievements
◆ Write its milestones
◆ Conclusion
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Countering bio terrorism

Mankind is at war using non conventional weapons. Biological warfare is one of its kind. Although
chemical and biological terrorism have been banned by the United Nations, it has been used by
adversaries in recent times. One should know more about bio terrorism for UPSC which is in news
post COVID-19 pandemic.

In news: Parliamentary Panel bats for laws to counter bioterrorism
Placing it in syllabus: Internal security
Static dimensions
◆ What is Bioterrorism?
◆ Historical Instances
◆ Challenges of Bioterrorism
◆ International Laws against Bioterrorism

Current dimensions
In news
◆ COVID and Bioterrorism
◆ What has India done?
◆

Content:

In news:
◆ According to Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health report, “The Outbreak of Pandemic COVID-19 And
its Management”, formulating effective laws to counter bio-terrorism is one of the important lessons to be learnt
from the COVID-19 pandemic.
◆ The report said that low testing and shoddy contact tracing were responsible for the spike in cases.
◆ The adverse effects of COVID-19 pandemic have taught the lesson on the importance of controlling biological
agents and the need for strategic partnerships among different nations.
◆ The government has to formulate effective laws to counter bio-terrorism.
◆ The report has suggested that the Health Ministry should engage with agencies and actively participate in ongoing international treaties.
◆ However, the report does not explicitly state that the COVID-19 virus itself was a bio-weapon.
◆ Many of the guidelines issued by the Health ministry were contradictory and different quarantine rules imposed
by the State governments added to the panic.
◆ The committee also pulled up the Union Health Ministry for the “grossly inadequate” number of hospital beds in
government hospitals.
COVID and Bioterrorism:
◆ China recently allowed international reporters into the Wuhan Institute of Virology laboratory in a belated
attempt to disprove conspiracy theories that the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes Covid-19, originated in the lab.
◆ The highest threat agents for bioterrorism are categorised as “Category A.” Diseases in this category have the
ability to exact a large public health toll, thus requiring an investment in response measures. This is certainly the
case for SARS-CoV-2, currently readily available across the world.
◆ Making biological weapons requires either fermentation technology or production in cell culture. Viruses like
SARS-CoV-2 are harder to grow than bacteria, but it can be done.
◆ The key property for a bioweapon is its stability in the atmosphere in order for it to be used on a battle�ield or
against a large population. SARS-CoV-2 fails when it comes to this criterion. Although it appears to spread very
ef�iciently in indoor environments, it does not appear to survive well outdoors, especially in sunlight.
◆ One key aspect of biological weapons is predictability. If only a few people who are infected become ill, the effect
of the pathogen is not reliable enough to base military response plans on it. In case of SARS-CoV-2 virus up to
40% or so, appear to have asymptomatic infection.
◆ A bio weapon is contagious. Once released, as it spreads ef�iciently through the opposing army or nation, it also
means the pathogen can spread back to the country that released it if it doesn’t have a countermeasure. This
scenario has been witnessed with SARS-CoV-2.
◆ Overall, though the SARS-CoV-2 virus has some “desirable” properties as a bioweapon, more research is
required to prove it a means of bio terrorism.
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What has India done?
As far back as in December 1998, India began to train its medical personnel to deal with the eventualities of
bioterror attacks.
◆ Since India had rati�ied the 1972 United Nation’s Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, India has not
executed a bioweapon programme.
◆ However, the Army does maintain defensive biological warfare equipment at protected sites.
◆ With extensive help from the advanced dual-use pharmaceutical industry and defence labs, the military is
researching ways to counter germ warfare.
◆ India has the scienti�ic capability to carry out a bio-offensive in case of a �irst strike, using delivery systems ranging from crop dusters to ballistic missiles.
◆ DRDO is India’s biodefense industry’s core, whose top laboratory is the Defence Research and Development
Establishment (DRDE) located at Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh.
◆ It is India’s go-to institution for studies in toxicology, biochemical pharmacology and the development of
antibodies against bacterial and viral agents.
◆ The DRDO works and focuses on countering biothreats such as anthrax, brucellosis, cholera, plague, smallpox,
viral hemorrhagic fever and botulism.
◆ Additionally, the government has established nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) warfare directorates in the
armed forces, as well as an inter-services coordination committee to monitor their training and preparation.
◆ The military has set up an NBC cell at Army Headquarters as well.
◆ CISF has been enabled to deploy specially trained �irst responders.
◆ India has stringent export control regulations outlined in the Special Chemicals, Organisms, Materials, Equipment, and Technologies (SCOMET) guidelines.
◆ Its national export product control list, which identi�ies goods, technologies and services are subject to dual-use
licensing requirements.
◆ In June 2015, India and the US signed a 10-year defence framework agreement for cooperation in the development of defence capabilities, including “a lightweight protective suit effective in chemical and biological hazard
environments.”
◆

What is Bioterrorism?
◆ Bioterrorism is the deliberate, private use of biological agents to harm and frighten the people of a state or
society.
◆ Attacks could go undetected for a long time, potentially exposing a vast number of people, who are unaware
of the threat.
◆ Although often humans are considered as the targets, bioweapons can also be employed with devastating
economic effects on animals or plants.
◆ It covers a very broad spectrum of concerns, from catastrophic terrorism with mass casualties, to microevents
using low technology but producing civil unrest, disruption, disease, disabilities, and death.

Historical Instances:
In 650 B.C, armies besieging a town relied on increased disease among the defending population and threw
dead animals into water supplies, to spread it.
◆ During the 14th century, bubonic plague was spread by catapulting diseased corpses into towns.
◆ In World War I, the United States and Germany developed biological weapons to contaminate animal fodder.
◆ In the Cold War, the United States and Soviet Union created arsenals of biological agents for use in battle and
against civilian populations.
◆ In 1984, pseudo-Buddhist Rajneeshee cult distributed Salmonella in restaurants and grocery stores in Oregon
to poison civic leaders and gain control of the local Government.
◆ In 1992, Russia had the ability to launch missiles containing weapons-grade smallpox.
◆ A number of terrorist organizations, including Al-Qaeda, have explored the use of biological agents.
◆ In 1995, Sarin gas was released in a Tokyo subway, by the religious sect Aum Shinrikyo, which immediately
killed 12 and hospitalized 5000 people.
◆ In 2001, letters containing anthrax spores were mailed to a television news anchor, US senator, and others,
leading to the death of a few people and hospitalization of a few others.
◆ Syrian ruler Bashar al-Assad has used choking agents, such as chlorine gas and sarin gas in 2013 which killed
over 1,400 non-combatants in Damascus.
◆ A UN-sponsored organisation has discovered that the ISIS used sulfur mustard gas in Syria against civilians,
�irst time an Islamist group used bioweapons.
◆
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Challenges of Bioterrorism:
◆ Biological agents are in some ways the perfect weapons of terror as they can be spread through the air, water,
or food.
◆ Terrorists may choose these agents because they can be extremely dif�icult to detect and do not cause illness
for several hours to several days after exposure.
◆ The public health of�icials may not notice the attack until it is too late.
◆ Deadly pathogens are highly accessible. With the exception of smallpox, they all occur naturally in the wild –
soil, air, water, and animals.
◆ The skills and equipment for making a biological weapon are widely known because they are the same as
those required for cutting-edge work in medicine, agriculture, and other �ields.
◆ In addition, there is growing concern about the intentional development of pathogens with pandemic potential that could be used by adversaries to in�lict widespread harm.
Risk Categories of Biologic Agents:
◆ Based on the priority of the agents to pose a risk to the national
security and the ease with which they can be disseminated, these
biologic agents are classi�ied and labeled as Categories A through
C.
◆ Category A agents are the highest priority agents and include
organisms that can be disseminated easily or transmitted
person-to-person. They have the potential for major public health
impact as they can cause high mortality and create public panic
and social disruption and require special action for public health
preparedness.
◆ Category B agents are the second highest priority agents and
include organisms that are moderately easy to disseminate, cause
moderate morbidity and low mortality and require enhanced
disease surveillance.
◆ Category C agents are the third highest priority agents and include
emerging pathogens that could be engineered for mass dissemination in the future because of availability, ease of production and
dissemination and have the potential for high morbidity and mortality and can cause major health impact.
International Laws against Bioterrorism:
◆ The Geneva Protocol signed in 1925 is a customary international
law that prohibits the use of asphyxiating, poisonous or other
gases and of bacteriological methods of warfare.
◆ Biological and toxin weapons convention of 1972 was the �irst
multilateral disarmament treaty signed by about 170 countries
that forbids nations from developing, producing, stockpiling or
otherwise acquiring biological agents or toxins that have no justi�ication for peaceful or defensive purposes.
◆ In 2001, Model State Emergency Health Powers Act (MSEHPA or
Model Act) was drafted to help America’s state legislatures in revising their public health laws to control epidemics and respond to
bioterrorism.
◆ The Uniting and Strengthening America by providing appropriate
tools required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PATRIOT)
Act was
signed
intoSecurity
law in 2001.
◆ The
“Public
Health
and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act” was passed in the US in 2002
which deals with national preparedness for bioterrorism and other public health emergencies, enhancing
controls on dangerous biological agents and toxins.
◆ In 2004, US Congress passed the Project Bioshield Act, which funds the government to purchase and stockpile
new vaccines and drugs to �ight anthrax, smallpox and other potential agents of bioterrorism.
◆ The Indian National Crisis Management Committee approved a model of standard operating procedures for
preventing and responding to a bioterrorism attack in March 2007.
◆ According to this model, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is in charge of coordinating command, control and
preparedness measures as well as post-attack response mechanisms, but primary responsibility for responding to attacks lies with the State governments.
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Mould your thought:

1) De�ine bio terrorism. What has India done to tackle the threat of biological warfare?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write about bio terrorism
◆ Write about recent Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health report
◆ Write steps taken by India to counter biological warfare
◆ Conclusion
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SOCIETY

SOCIETY
Save mollem movement

Locals, environmentalists and activists are highly concerned about the disruption of Goa’s biodiversity with the recent sanction of two new projects amid its rich forest. It is felt that the cost that
has to be paid in exchange for making Goa a commercial coal hub is not justi�iable.

In news: Goa protests doubling of the Railway Track.
Placing it in syllabus: Society

Static dimensions
◆ Approval process of a Non Forest project

Content:

Current dimensions
◆ In news
◆ What is the Project and its concerns ?

In news:
◆ Thousands of Goans are protesting against the state government’s move to push for expansion of the railway
network between Margao and Sanvordem.
◆ Demonstrators occupied railway lines after the authorities started work on doubling the tracks as Goa acts as an
important link for coal transportation to Karnataka.
◆ Despite the existing infrastructure, the Goa government is looking to speed up the transportation process by
introducing three major infrastructure projects.
◆ These projects threaten the forests in and around the regions of Mollem National Park and Bhagwan Mahaveer
Wildlife Sanctuary which spills across 240 square kilometres into the Western Ghats.
◆ During the COVID-19 lockdown, the National Board for Wildlife virtually cleared these projects.
What is the Project and its concerns?
◆ The Ministry for Environments and Forests (MoEF) approved the
widening (four laning) of the existing national highway 4A,
double-tracking of the railway line, and construction of a new 400kV
power transmission line.
◆ The sanctuary currently supports more than 70 mammal species,
235 bird species, 219 butter�ly species, 44 �ish species, 45 reptile
species and 27 amphibian species.
◆ The affected forest also acts as an important revenue source for
nature-based tourism.
◆ Along with Dudhsagar, hundreds of river-feeders originate in the
forest and act as a lifeline for Goa’s water supply.
◆ With respect to the protected area, around 170 hectares are planned
for forest diversion.
◆ The two forest clearances will lead to chopping down of 59,024 trees
in the Bhagwan Mahaveer Wildlife Sanctuary and Mollem National
Park.
◆ Though the projects have been passed in the name of “public interest”, the activists are blaming that the projects allegedly serve the
vested interests of corporates and investors who aim to convert Goa
into a coal transportation hub.

◆
◆

The Mormugao Port Trust (MPT) located in Vasco, is primarily used for coal and iron ore transfer and handling
and is at the centre of the whole issue.
As MPT must multiply its coal handling capacity to ful�ill the coal demands in the region, the doubling of railway
tracks is one of the prerequisites for that to happen.
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Approval Process of a Non Forest project:
◆ Prior recommendation of the Standing Committee of National Board of Wildlife (NBWL) under the provisions
of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 shall be obtained, for taking developmental activities in/over an area falling
within eco sensitive zones.
◆ NBWL nod will not be mandatory for projects within eco-sensitive zones outside protected areas which do
not require environmental clearance.
◆ NBWL’s standing committee approval will be required for projects that are located in areas linking one
protected area to another like tiger reserves.
◆ The prior wildlife clearance will be required by projects located within 10 km of national park/wildlife sanctuary where eco-sensitive zone (ESZ) has not been noti�ied and which need environmental clearance.

National Board for wildlife:
◆ It is a Statutory organization constituted under the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
◆ Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of wildlife and forests.
◆ It is chaired by the Prime Minister and has 47 members including the Prime Minister.
◆ Among these, 19 members are ex-of�icio members.
◆ Other members include three Members of Parliament (two from Lok Sabha and one from Rajya Sabha), �ive
NGOs and 10 eminent ecologists, conservationists and environmentalists.
◆ It has power to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around national parks and
sanctuaries.
◆ No alteration of boundaries in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries can be done without approval of the
NBWL.
◆ Its role is “advisory” in nature and advises the Central Government on framing policies and measures for
conservation of wildlife in the country.

SOCIETY

Culture of peace

India has expressed concerns over the UN resolutions that portray only three religions as victims
of religious hatred. It has urged that UN resolutions should be broadened to include every community that faces religion-based violence. From UPSC point of view one should understand the concept of ‘Culture of peace’.

In news: Recently the UNESCO Culture of Peace session was held.
Placing it in syllabus: Society

Static dimensions
◆ History of Culture of Peace and
UNESCO’ s role in it
◆ Importance of the concept of Culture of
Peace

Current dimensions
◆ Debates at the recent Culture of Peace
Session

Content:

Debates at the recent Culture of Peace Session:
◆ While discussing resolutions of the UN Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) on the ‘Culture of Peace’, India criticized
UNGA for its stance of “selectivity”, that is, in seeking to protect Abrahamic religions, Islam, Christianity and Judaism over others.
◆ The Indian delegate pointed out that previous resolutions of the UNAOC dating back to 2006 had repeatedly
decried the hatred against those religions, Islamophobia, Christianophobia and anti-Semitism but didn’t
condemn attacks on other religious groups including Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists.
◆ The shattering of the iconic Bamyan Buddha by fundamentalists, the terrorist bombing of the Sikh gurdwara in
Afghanistan where 25 Sikh worshippers were killed and the destruction of Hindu and Buddhist temples and
minority cleansing of these religions by countries, call for condemning such acts against these religions also.
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India said that though the UNGA statement welcomed the Kartarpur Gurdwara corridor agreement between
India and Pakistan, it had failed to note that Pakistan’s government has taken over the management of the Sikh
shrine, which it called a contravention of the agreement and a violation of Sikh beliefs.
◆ Pakistan was accused for a “culture of hatred” against “religions in India” and fostering cross-border terrorism.
◆ UNAOC though was set up in 2005 to prevent polarization between societies and cultures and to bridge differences between them, due to its selectivity policy, now only serves to further the theory of an inevitable ‘clash of
civilizations’ instead.
◆ India has asked the United Nations to expand its criticism of hatred and violence against religions beyond the
three Abrahamic religions – Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
◆ The United Nations however has condemned such acts. E.g. in 2001, the UNGA adopted a resolution without a
vote condemning the Taliban for destroying cultural artefacts. Pakistan and the Philippines co-sponsored a resolution on 1st December on inter-religious dialogue while Bangladesh with other countries had co-sponsored a
resolution (India supported this resolution alone) on the programme for the Culture of Peace.
History of Culture of Peace and UNESCO’ s role in it:
◆ United Nations consideration of the culture of peace began in 1992 with the adoption by UNESCO of a Culture of
Peace Programme.
◆ The Programme was adopted by the UNESCO Executive Board in the fall of 1992, in order to ″heal the social
wounds of war by local activities of reconciliation and co-operation in countries where Security Council
peace-keeping operations are already being implemented or may be anticipated because of developing violence.″
◆ The �irst major test of the Culture of Peace Programme was in El Salvador using the methodology of “cross-con�lict participation” by which the reconciliation of those who had been �ighting against each other in the past was
promoted by their joint participation in the planning and implementation of projects designed to bene�it all.
◆ The national culture of peace programmes did not receive the needed political and �inancial support from the
UNESCO Member States, and were all discontinued.
◆ In 1997, the most important year in the development of UNESCO/UN culture of peace initiative, three separate
initiatives converged:
the proclamation of the International Year for the Culture of Peace (2000);
◆

the proposal for the UN Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace;

the initiative of the Nobel Peace Laureates “Campaign for the Children of the World” that would eventually become the
International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010);

The UN requested UNESCO to submit a draft Declaration and Programme of Action on a Culture of Peace, which
the General Assembly adopted on September 13, 1999.
◆ In recent years UNESCO has continued to actively promote the culture of peace in Africa with programs coordinated by its �ield of�ice in Gabon and in cooperation with governments and foundations in Angola and Côte d’Ivoire.
The concept of Culture of Peace:
◆ As de�ined by the United Nations, “Culture of Peace” is a “set of values, attitudes, modes of behavior and ways of
life that reject violence and prevent con�licts by tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue
and negotiation among individuals groups and nations.”
◆ Since its founding, UNESCO has asserted that, “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that
the defenses of peace must be constructed.”
According to UN, for peace and non- violence to prevail, one should1. Foster a culture of peace through education by revising the educational curricula to promote qualitative values,
attitudes and behaviors of a culture of peace,
2. Promote sustainable economic and social development by reducing economic and social inequalities, by eradicating poverty and by assuring sustainable food security , and social justice,
3. Promote respect for all human rights
4. Ensure equality between women and men through full participation of women in economic, social and political
decision-making, elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against women,
5. Foster democratic participation and practices in all sectors of society, a transparent and accountable governance
and administration, the combat against terrorism, organized crime, corruption, illicit drugs and money laundering,
6. Advance understanding, tolerance and solidarity to abolish war and violent con�licts ,
7. Support participatory communication and the free �low of information,
8. Promote international peace and security
◆
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SOCIETY

Karnataka and the Cow Slaughter bill
Karnataka state legislature has passed the Karnataka Prevention of Slaughter and Preservation of
Cattle Bill, 2020 which envisages a ban on all forms of cattle slaughter and stringent punishment
for offenders.
Recent passing of the anti-cow slaughter bills by various states attracts the question of logic
behind such bans. Beef is considered the cheap source of protein for a large population in India.
Moreover farmers are inclined towards rearing those animals that can be easily disposed of once
their useful life is over. If one needs to really protect the cow, the basic ecological culture that sustains the bovine economy should not be banned.

In news: Karnataka widens the ambit of Cow Slaughter bill.
Placing it in syllabus: Society

Dimension
◆ Highlights of the Bill
◆ Constitutional Provisions which allow
for such bills
◆ Are these bills relevant?

Content

Highlights of the Bill:
◆ The word ‘beef’ is de�ined as the �lesh of cattle in any form, the word ‘cattle’ is de�ined as “cow, calf of a cow and
bull, bullock, and he or she buffalo below the age of thirteen years”.
◆ Hence it is a comprehensive anti-bovine slaughter Bill.
◆ The Bill terms shelters established for the protection and preservation of cattle registered with the Department
of Animal Husbandry and Fisheries as ‘gau shalas’.
◆ Police of�icers ranked sub-inspector and above or a competent authority will have the power to search premises
and seize cattle and materials used or intended to use to commit the offence.
◆ Such seizures, if any, will then be reported before the Sub-Divisional Magistrate without unreasonable delay.
◆ Terming cow slaughter as a cognizable offence, violators can attract three to seven years of imprisonment.
◆ For the �irst time, any person who slaughters or offers for slaughter even buffaloes can be accused of committing
a cognizable offence and jailed for not less than three and extending to seven years.
◆ While a penalty between Rs 50,000 and Rs 5 lakh can be levied for the �irst offence, second and subsequent
offences can attract penalties ranging between Rs 1 lakh and Rs 10 lakh.
Other states with such laws:
◆ Prior to Karnataka, Maharashtra had enacted the most rigorous anti-slaughter legislation. The Maharashtra
Animal Preservation (Amendment) Act of 2015 made slaughter of bulls and bullocks a crime, punishable with a
jail term of up to �ive years.
◆ Similar laws are in place in Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh as well.
◆ Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh have also made buffalo slaughter illegal.
Constitutional Provisions which allows for such bill:
Article 48 of the Constitution of India is one of the Directive Principles which directs the state to make efforts for
banning the beef consumption, animal slaughtering, smuggling, and their trading with neighboring borders.
◆ All the states administered by the Government of India shall take measures for preserving and improving the
breed.
◆ The state administration shall make necessary arrangements in organizing agriculture and animal husbandry
on modern and scienti�ic lines.
◆ The state shall endeavour to prohibit slaughtering and smuggling of Cattle, Calves and other Milch and draught
cattle.
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◆
◆
◆
◆

The state shall take necessary actions to ban trade of cattles in Livestock market for purposes of slaughter.
The state governments shall be primarily responsible for prevention, detection, registration and investigation of
crime intendeding cow slaughter.
The states shall prevent slaughtering of animals except in a recognized and licensed slaughter house.
States shall prohibit slaughtering of pregnant animals or have an offspring less than three months old.

Are these bills relevant?
◆ In India, cattle have always been relished and their meat is a critical and cheap source of nutrition for various
communities – including Adivasis, Dalits, Christians, Muslims. The anti-cow slaughter rules are viewed as not
only an attack on the right to life, livelihood and diverse food cultures but an assault on the entire agrarian economy.
◆ In meat production systems, it is the female which is reared carefully in large numbers to reproduce future
generations, and the male that goes to slaughter. It is only the sick, old, infertile and non-lactating female that is
sold for slaughter.
◆ The whole of the North-East, Kerala and West Bengal have no restrictions on cattle slaughter, and the 2019
livestock Census saw West Bengal overtake UP as India’s No.1 cattle state and the former state permits slaughter
of all animals.
◆ While India’s population of �ine indigenous cattle breeds keeps decreasing year by year, the population of
imported breeds like Brazil’s Ongole, Kankrej and Gir breeds have kept increasing. Between 2003 and 2012, the
annual growth of young female bovines declined from 1.51% to 0.94% in indigenous cattle and from 8.08% to
5.05% in crossbred cattle.
◆ White revolution policy interventions to enhance milk production have actively advocated and �inanced replacement of indigenous cattle with high yielding breeds. As fewer cows are reared in today’s India, cattle have been
displaced from their productive role in agricultural livelihoods.
◆ By the time the animal is seven-eight years old its milk yields fall and the returns don’t justify the costs of feeding
and maintenance. Hence no farmer can afford to wait for 13 years as the small amount that the farmer may
receive is more than offset by the cost of feeding during the animal’s unproductive years.
◆ But India’s buffalo population has grown by 21% since 1997 as buffaloes anchor milk and beef production in
India. India is the 2nd largest exporter of buffalo beef in the world. Buffaloes survive well on limited, coarse, less
nutritious crop residues, whilst cattle need more green fodder and green grass.
◆ In Brazil, beef-based cattle production systems are the driving force behind its �lourishing indigenous Indian
cattle breed populations.
◆ Hence it is evident in itself that given all other conducive input factors for the animal to be reared, allowing the
slaughter of an animal actually drives its numbers up.
Mould your thought:

1) Highlight the salient features of the anti-Cow slaughter Bill of Karnataka. How do such bills impact
the farmers as well as the agrarian economy?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Write the features of the bill
◆ Write the trend of cattle and buffalo population in India
◆ Write the criticisms of such bills by highlighting their impacts
◆ Conclusion

SOCIETY

Witch Hunting – a social problem in India
India is a land where the women are considered as a token of their community, family, caste and all
other diverse divisions. In some places people worship women as goddess but somewhere else they
are killed considering them witch. Though many state laws are in place the problem has not been
uprooted from the society.
In news: Recently cases of witch hunting were reported in the Northeast.
Placing it in syllabus: Society
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Static Dimension
Regional spread of the practice in India
◆ Reasons for prevalence of this practice
in India
◆ Does it exist in Western Societies?
◆

Content

Current Dimension
In news
◆ Laws against it
◆ What needs to be done to solve the
problem?
◆

In news:
◆ A woman and a man were killed on suspicion of being witches in Karbi Anglong district of Assam. Both belonged
to the Adivasi community and a kangaroo court in the village had decided that the two were involved in practicing “black magic”. The attackers burnt the bodies. After they were arrested they confessed that they believed the
two deceased spread disease in the village and brought misfortune to the village.
Laws against it:
◆ Witch-hunting violates Articles 14, 15(3), 15(4), 21, 51, 51A of the Indian Constitution and other national legislations including Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, Scheduled castes and Scheduled Tribes (prevention of
atrocities) Act, 1989 and involves acts punishable under the Indian Penal Code, 1860.
◆ In 1999, Bihar enacted the Prevention of Witch (DAAIN) Practices Act which was eventually adopted by
Jharkhand as well in 2001.
◆ Jharkhand established “Anti Witchcraft Act” in 2001 to protect women from inhuman treatment as well as to
provide victims legal recourse to abuse.
◆ In 2001, Assam police had introduced Project Prahari, a community project by the police against killing of
women after branding them as witches.
◆ Chhattisgarh effected the Chhattisgarh Tonahi Pratadna Nivaran Act in 2005.
◆ Rajasthan government passed “Rajasthan Women (Prevention and Protection from Atrocities)” Bill, 2006,
which makes it illegal as well punishable for calling any woman as “dayan” or to accuse a woman for practicing
witchcraft.
◆ Assam Witch Hunting (Prohibition, Prevention and Protection) Bill, was approved by the president in 2015.
Assam Witch Hunting (Prohibition, Prevention and Protection) Act, 2015:
◆ The Act would be imposed, along with Section 302 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), if someone is killed after
being branded as a witch.
◆ It makes any offence under the Act as non-bailable, cognizable and non-compoundable.
◆ It imposes imprisonment of up to seven years.
◆ The punishment for leading a person to commit suicide after intimidating, stigmatizing, defaming and accusing her as witch, may be extended to life imprisonment, along with Rs 5 lakh �ine.
◆ It talks about various measures that the administration and police should initiate, along with NGOs and civil
society, to educate people about witch-hunting.
◆ It also entails that the �ine realized as punishment for an offence shall be paid to the victim or his/her next of
in as compensation.

There is no speci�ic and particular national level legislation that penalises witch hunting. Hence the provisions
under the Indian Penal Code 1860 (Sec.302 which charge for murder, Sec307 attempt for murder, Sec 323 hurt,
Sec 376 which penalises for rape and Sec. 354 which deals with outraging a woman’s modesty) are used as an
alternative for the victim.
◆ Partner for Law in Development (PLD) and many other NGOs are working for preventing and protecting women
from the social evil of witch-hunting. Rural Litigation and Entitlement Kendra, had also �iled a PIL in Supreme
Court relating to the abuse of women in name of witch-hunting on behalf of 1000 rural women in Jharkhand
who were victimised of witch-hunting.
What needs to be done to solve the problem?
◆

India has signed Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on 1993 and
had agreed to eliminate discrimination and social cruelty against women. In addition to it Section 5(a) of the
concerned convention explicitly provides that the states should take appropriate measures to modify the social and
cultural patterns of conduct of men and women.
◆ Hence a national legislation criminalizing witch-hunting is the need of the hour.
◆ Af�irmative measures must be taken to ensure appropriate investigation into a complaint by the police and
other of�icials.
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◆
◆

Setting up special cells in states where this offence is rather prevalent will protect women from unwarranted
brutality and violence.
The victims must be provided with compensation and rehabilitation facilities.

Regional spread of the practice in India:
◆ Witch hunting is stigmatization of speci�ic groups of people, which mostly contains widowed women, women
who are childless, old couples, women of lower caste.
◆ It has been witnessed in tribal and rural areas that if wild spread diseases occur or famine occurs which
causes death of animals as well as humans the allegation develops on the most vulnerable people of the
society for witch craft and then violence.

Witch hunting is more prevalent in 12 states of India which are
situated in like Jharkhand, Bihar, Haryana, West Bengal,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Orissa, Chhattisgarh,
Assam, Rajasthan and U.P.
◆ More than 2,500 Indians have been chased, tortured and killed
in such hunts between 2000 and 2016, according to India’s
National Crime Records Bureau.
◆ Most states don’t list witchcraft as a motive of murder.
◆ Till now there are no speci�ic laws enacted in Maharashtra
against witch-hunting and the sole reason behind it is opposition from some religious groups who believe that the enacted
law might take away their ancient rites.
Reasons for prevalence of this practice in India:
◆ People who brand women as dakan capitalize on deeply rooted
superstitions and systems built on misogyny and patriarchy to
lay blame on females.
◆

Lack of education, awareness, literacy and the prevalence of caste system have exacerbated the violence.
◆ Witches are also convenient explanations for rising infant mortality rates and deaths from malaria, typhoid
and cholera.
◆ Lack of national legislation, lack of evidence and issuing of report, ineffective implementation of established
rules are other reasons.
◆ Witch hunts and beatings provide an outlet for men living in poverty to vent frustrations over their own lack
of power, especially in rural communities who are so marginalized and oppressed with no avenues of protest.
◆ Women who are alone and own land are at risk of randomly being accused especially if someone wants to
covet that land.
◆ There are people known as witch doctors or alternative healers of sorts in rural India to whom people come
with any problem. These ‘doctors’ often label women as witches to be the explanation of something that they
don’t understand.
Does it exist in Western Societies?
◆ The existence of witch-hunting can be traced as far back as the ancient period.
◆ 331 B.C. saw the mass execution of 170 women after being labelled witches in Rome.
◆ This practice rampantly continued until late 4th century A.D. and did not wane until the introduction of Christianity in the Roman State.
◆ During the middle ages, the inhumane rituals of witch-hunting spread across other European countries as
well.
◆ During the early Modern period witch trials took place which generally involved burning people alive (80%
being women) for the alleged offence of witchcraft.
◆ The 17th century saw the spread of witch-hunting like wild�ire, with people associating women to satanic and
diabolical practices and persecuting them.
◆ During the 18th century the last known cases of witch-hunting in Europe were seen.
◆ The archaic practice propagated to other parts of the world including Africa and Asia after the 18th century.
◆ Sub-Saharan Africa has not just witnessed women but also children as victims of witch-hunts.
◆ Today, Saudi Arabia is the only Asian country where witch-hunting is an offence punishable by death.
◆
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Mould your thought:

1) What are the reasons for the prevalence of witch hunting in India? What needs to be done to tackle
this menace?
Approach to the answer:
◆ Give details of NCRB data about prevalence of witch hunting in India
◆ Write the reasons for its prevalence
◆ Write brie�ly about Assam Witch Hunting (Prohibition, Prevention and Protection)
Act, 2015 and other measures to tackle the problem
◆ Conclusion
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