World Fisheries Day-2020
November 21, 2020
In news
The Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India is celebrating the
‘World Fisheries Day’ on 21st November 2020
History of World Fisheries Day
It is celebrated on 21st November every year to
demonstrate solidarity with all fisherfolk, fish farmers
and concerned stakeholders throughout the world.
It started in 1997 where “World Forum of Fish Harvesters
& Fish Workers” met at New Delhi leading to formation of
“World Fisheries Forum” with representatives from 18
countries and signed a declaration advocating for a
global mandate of sustainable fishing practices and
policies.
The event aims to draw attention to overfishing, habitat
destruction and other serious threats to the
sustainability of our marine and inland resources.
The celebrations serve to focus on changing the way the
world manages global fisheries to ensure sustainable
stocks and healthy ecosystems.
Key Highlights of this years event
During the event, for the first time in Fisheries Sector
the Government of India will award best performing
States for 2019-20 namely, Odisha (amongst Marine
states), Uttar Pradesh (amongst Inland states) and Assam
(amongst Hilly and NE states).
The Govt. of India will also award best Organisations
for 2019-20
Besides, there will be award felicitations to best
Fisheries Enterprise; best performing Fisheries

Cooperative Societies/FFPOs/SSG and best Individual
entrepreneurs; best Marine and Inland Fish Farmer; and
best Finfish and Shrimp hatcheries as well, in
recognition to their accomplishments in the field and
their contribution into the growth of the sector.
A brief note on World Fisheries Forum
It was founded in Quebec, Canada in 1995
The World Forum of Fish Harvesters and Fish workers
(WFF) is an international non-governmental organization
that works towards the establishment and upholding of
fundamental human rights, social justice and culture of
fish harvesters and fish workers
The WFF currently represents 48 national organizations
of traditional small-scale fishing communities in 42
nations, whose livelihoods depend directly on the
sustainable management of fisheries resources.
It acts as a world body representing the concerns of
traditional fishing communities whose survival is
directly threatened by the reduction of the role of
governments in regulating fisheries

