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Management of Medicinal Plants

The outreach and acceptability of AYUSH systems, both
nationally  as  well  as  globally,  are  dependent  on
uninterrupted availability of quality medicinal plants
based raw material. 
More than 90% of the species use d in trade continue to
be sourced from the wild of which about 2/3 rd are
harvested by destructive means.
Development and cultivation of medicinal plants has been
hence been covered as a component under the Centrally
Sponsored Scheme of National AYUSH Mission.

Objectives

Support cultivation of medicinal plants which is the key
to integrity, quality, efficacy and safety of the AYUSH
systems of medicines by integrating medicinal plants in
the  farming  systems,  offer  an  option  of  crop
diversification  and  enhance  incomes  of  farmers.
Cultivation  following  the  Good  Agricultural  and
Collection Practices (GACPs) to promote standardization
and quality assurance and thereby enhance acceptability
of the AYUSH systems globally and increase exports of
value added items like herbal extracts, phyto-chemicals,
dietary supplements, cosmeceuticals and AYUSH products.
Support  setting  up  processing  clusters  through
convergence of cultivation, warehousing, value addition
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and  marketing  and  development  of  infrastructure  for
entrepreneurs to set up units in such clusters.
Implement  and  support  certification  mechanisms  for
quality  standards,  Good  Agricultural  Practices  (GAP),
Good  Collection  Practices  (GCP),  and  Good  Storage
Practices (GSP).
Promote  partnership,  convergence  and  synergy  among
stakeholders involved in R&D, processing and marketing
in the public as well as private sector at national,
regional, state and sub state level.

Strategies

To adopt an end- to-end approach covering production,
post harvest management, processing and marketing. This
will be achieved by promoting cultivation of medicinal
plants in identified clusters within selected districts
of  states  having  potential  for  medicinal  plants
cultivation and to promote such cultivation following
Good  Agricultural  and  Collection  Practices  (GACPs)
through synergistic linkage with production and supply
of  quality  planting  material,  processing,  quality
testing,  certification,  warehousing  and  marketing  for
meeting  the  demands  of  the  AYUSH  industry  and  for
exports of value added items.
To promote medicinal plants as a crop alternative to the
farmers  and  through  increased  coverage  of  medicinal
plants and with linkages for processing, marketing and
testing,  offer  remunerative  prices  to  the
growers/farmers.  This  will  also  reduce  pressure  on
forests on account of wild collection.
To  adopt  communication  through  print  and  electronic
media as a strong component of its strategy to promote
integration  of  medicinal  plants  farming  in  the
agriculture/horticulture  systems  with  emphasis  on
quality and standardization through appropriate pre and
post harvest linkages.



To promote and support collective efforts at cultivation
and processing in clusters through Self Help Groups,
growers  cooperatives/associations,  producer  companies
and such other organizations with strong linkages to
manufacturers/traders and R&D institutions.

Interventions and assistance

Support Cultivation of Medicinal Plants – Subsidy is
made  available  for  various  medicinal  plants  towards
cultivation of the species required by AYUSH systems and
those of conservation concern.
Establishment of Seed / germplasm Centers and nurseries
for Supply of Quality Planting Material – Seed Centres
with  Research  Wing  of  State  Forest  Departments  /
Research Organisations / State Agriculture Universities
to  stock  and  supply  certified  germplasm  of  priority
medicinal plant species for cultivation.
Model Nurseries – To meet the requirement of quality
planting  material  for  cultivation,  assistance  is
provided for new nurseries under the public as well as
private sector. The model nurseries established under
the  Public  sector  /  SHGs  will  be  eligible  for  100%
assistance of a maximum of Rs. 25.00 lakhs per unit. For
model nurseries in the private sector, the assistance
will be 50% of the cost subject to a maximum of Rs.
12.50 lakhs per unit through public sector banks.
Small Nurseries – Small nurseries, covering an area of
about one hectare with infrastructure facilities to hold
60,000 to 70,000 plants would cost about Rs 6.25 lakhs /
unit. Small nurseries would cost Rs. 6.25 lakhs per
unit. The assistance will be to the extent of 100% of
the cost for the Public sector / SHGs and 50% of the
cost subject to a ceiling of Rs. 3.125 lakhs for the
nurseries in the private sector through public sector
banks.
Support for Medicinal Plant Processing and Post Harvest



Management  including  Marketing  –  Support  for
infrastructure such as drying yards, storage godowns,
processing units, quality testing, marketing, etc are
supported.


