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In  news–   Navies  of  the  four  member  nations  of  the
Quadrilateral  Security  Dialogue  (Quad),  India,  the  United
States, Japan, and Australia have participated in the 25th
edition of the Malabar Exercise.

Malabar Exercise-2021

The recent one, 25th edition of the exercise was held
off the coast of Guam in the Pacific Ocean.
This year Malabar witnessed complex exercises including
anti-surface,  anti-air,  and  anti-submarine  warfare
drills, and other manoeuvres and tactical exercises.
From  India,  INS  Shivalik  multirole  frigate,  the  INS
Kadmatt anti-submarine warfare corvette, and P8I long-
range maritime patrol aircraft have participated in the
exercise.
The  US  Navy  was  represented  by  the  USS  Barry,  USNS
Rappahannock,  the  USNS  Big  Horn,  and  P8A  patrol
aircraft.
The Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force was represented
by the JS Kaga, JS Murasame, and JS Shiranui destroyers,
in addition to a submarine and P1 patrol aircraft.
The Royal Australian Navy was represented by the HMAS
Warramunga.

History of the Malabar Exercise

Malabar is a multilateral war-gaming naval exercise that
was started in 1992. 
The aim of the exercise is to increase interoperability
amongst  the  participating  navies,  develop  a  common
understanding  and  Standard  Operating  Procedures  for
maritime  security  operations  and  for  the  navies  to
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operate as a team to meet the challenges in the maritime
domain.
It began as a bilateral exercise between the navies of
India and the United States.
It  is  now  one  of  the  cornerstones  of  military
interoperability of the Quad forces.
From 2002 onward, the exercise has been conducted every
year. 
Japan  and  Australia  first  participated  in  2007,  and
since 2014, India, the US and Japan have participated in
the exercise every year.
In 2007, there were two Malabar Exercises, 

The  first  off  Okinawa  island  of  Japan  in  the
western Pacific, which marked the first time that
the exercise was held away from Indian shores.
A second Malabar Exercise was held in September
2007, off Visakhapatnam, which saw India, Japan,
the  United  States,  Australia  and  Singapore
participate.

After 2007,  the government in Australia changed, and
the country stopped participating in the exercise.
Japan joined the naval exercise in 2015 as a permanent
member, and Malabar became a trilateral exercise.
For the first time in over a decade, the exercise saw
the participation of all four Quad members last year.
It was the second time that Australia participated in
the Malabar series of Naval exercises
Last year, the exercise was conducted in two phases, the
first  off  the  coast  of  Visakhapatnam  in  the  Bay  of
Bengal, and then in the Arabian Sea in November. 

India’s other exercises with Quad countries

In 2020,  the Indian Navy conducted a number of Passage
Exercises (PASSEX) with the navies of Japan, Australia,
and the US. 
These  are  basic  exercises  to  increase  operability



between the navies.

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue-Quad

It  is a strategic dialogue between the United States,
Japan, Australia and India that is maintained by talks
between member countries.
The dialogue was initiated in 2007 by the then Prime
Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe, with the support of the
then Vice President of USA Dick Cheney, the then Prime
Minister of Australia John Howard and the then Prime
Minister of India Manmohan Singh.
The  diplomatic  and  military  arrangement  was  widely
viewed as a response to increased Chinese economic and
military power.
In a 2021 joint statement, “The Spirit of the Quad,”
Quad members described “a shared vision for a Free and
Open Indo-Pacific,” and a “rules-based maritime order in
the East and South China Seas,” which Quad members state
are needed to counter Chinese maritime claims. 

The Quad pledged to respond to COVID-19,and held a first Quad
Plus meeting that included representatives from New Zealand,
South Korea and Vietnam to work on its response to it.


