India warns OIC against
subversion

July 10, 2021
In news

Recently, India called on the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (0IC) to not allow its platform to be subverted by
“vested interests like Pakistan to interfere in India’s
internal affairs or to carry out propaganda against the
country.

More information

The External Affairs Ministry(India) spokesperson, in reply to
a question, made his reservations known about the 0IC’s offer
to arrange a meeting between India and Pakistan and also on
the organisation’s proposal to send a delegation to Jammu and
Kashmir.

India asked the 0IC not to allow itself to be hijacked by
Pakistan in order to interfere in India’s internal affairs.

Pakistan has repeatedly sought to raise the Kashmir issue at
the 0IC against the backdrop of India’s dramatically improved
relations with several key players in West Asia and in the
Islamic organisation, including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, Bahrain, Qatar, Indonesia and Bangladesh.

In 2019, Pakistan was angered when then external affairs
minister Sushma Swaraj was invited by the UAE to attend and
address an 0IC foreign ministers meeting as a special guest.

Pakistan has also been finding fewer takers among OIC member
states for resolutions aimed against India but continues to
rake up matters such as Kashmir at the grouping.
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» Established in 1969, the 0IC was conceptualised as a
congregation of Muslim countries.

=Its 57 members include Pakistan, Turkey, the UAE,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

» India 1s not a member of the 0IC, but was invited as a
‘Guest of Honour’ at its plenary in 2019. It was
attended by then Minister of External Affairs Sushma
Swaraj.

= It was established upon a decision of the historical
summit which took place in Rabat, the Kingdom of Morocco
on 25 September 1969 following the criminal arson of Al-
Agsa Mosque in occupied Jerusalem.

» It is the second-largest intergovernmental organization
after the United Nations.

= In 1970 the first-ever meeting of Islamic Conference of
Foreign Minister (ICFM) was held in Jeddah which decided
to establish a permanent secretariat in Jeddah headed by
the organization’s secretary-general.

= The organization is “the collective voice of the Muslim
world” and works to “safeqguard and protect the interests
of the Muslim world in the spirit of promoting
international peace and harmony”

» It has permanent delegations to the United Nations and
the European Union.

= The official languages of the O0IC are Arabic, English,
and French.

» The Organization has the singular honour to galvanize
the Ummah into a unified body.

» The Organization has consultative and cooperative
relations with the UN.

Its key bodies

Among the 0IC’s key bodies: the Islamic Summit, the Council of
Foreign Ministers (CFM), the General Secretariat, in addition
to the Al-Quds Committee and three permanent committees
concerned with science and technology, economy and trade, and



information and culture.

There are also specialized organs under the banner of the 0IC
including the Islamic Development Bank and the Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, as well as
subsidiary and affiliate organs that play a vital role in
boosting cooperation in various fields among the 0IC member
states.



