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Born April 18, 1809, Calcutta, India—died Dec. 26, 1831,
Calcutta.
He was Poet and assistant headmaster of Hindu College,
Calcutta.
He was a radical thinker and one of the first Indian
educators to disseminate Western learning and science
among the young men of Bengal.
The  son  of  an  Indian  father  and  an  English  mother,
Derozio was influenced by the English Romantic poets. 
He began publishing patriotic verses when he was 17,
which brought him to the attention of the intellectual
elite of Calcutta. 
In 1826 he was appointed instructor at Hindu College,
where his reportedly brilliant teaching influenced his
students and won him their loyalty. 
In 1828 his students organized the Academic Association,
a debating society that drew both Britons and Indians to
discussions of religion and philosophy.
In the spirit of English rationalism, Derozio criticized
the social practices and religious beliefs of orthodox
Hinduism.
Accused of irreverence by his students’ orthodox Hindu
parents, he was forced to resign by the directors of
Hindu College in 1831.
Long after Derozio’s death (of cholera), his influence
lived on among his former students, who came to be known
as Young Bengal and many of whom became prominent in
social reform, law, and journalism.

Ideas and Teaching

Derozio promoted radical ideas through his teachings and
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by organizing an association for debates and discussions
on Literature, History, Philosophy and Science.
Derozio wanted to spread intellectual revolution among
young students.
Great propounder of liberal thinking.
Supporter of ‘Freedom of Speech, Thought and Education
of Women’.
Defied social and religious conventions.
He stated that radical views were the roots of religious
philosophy.
He  ridiculed  old  social  traditions  and  customs,  and
debated the existence of God.

Derozio and Young Bengal

Derozio’s  students,  collectively  called  the  Young
Bengal, ridiculed all old social traditions and customs,
debated  the  existence  of  God,  defied  social  and
religious convictions and demanded freedom of thought
and expression and education for women. 
They cherished the ideals of French Revolution and the
liberal thinking of England. 
The very strong radical views of this group and their
unconventional  practices  like  not  showing  respect  to
religious  idols  alarmed  the  orthodox  Hindus  of
Calcutta.  
The Young Bengal Movement continued even after Derozio’s
dismissal and his sudden death in 1831. 


