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The Dam Safety Bill, 2018 aims to provide robust legal and
institutional framework under Central & State Governments for
safety of dams.
The Bill envisages prevention and mitigation of dam failure
related disasters through proper surveillance, inspection,
operation and maintenance of all dams in the country.
The Bill provides for constitution of a National Committee on
Dam Safety (NCDS) to evolve dam safety policies and recommend
necessary regulations. NCDS is proposed to be chaired by
Chairman, CWC.
The Bill provides for establishment of National Dam Safety
Authority (NDSA) as a regulatory body to implement the policy,
guidelines and standards for dam safety in the country.
The Bill also provides for constitution of State Committee on
Dam Safety by the State Governments to ensure proper
surveillance, inspection, operation and maintenance of all
specified dams in the State and to ensure their safe
functioning.
As per Dam Safety Bill 2018, every State has to establish a
State Dam Safety Organisation, manned by officers from the
field of dam safety preferably from the areas of dam-designs,
hydro-mechanical engineering, hydrology, geo-technical
investigation, instrumentation and dam-rehabilitation.
The NDSA is mandated in the Bill to:
Maintain liaison with the State Dam Safety Organisations
and the owners of dams for standardisation of dam safety
related data and practices;
Provide the technical and managerial assistance to the

States and State Dam Safety Organisations;
Maintain a national level data-base of all dams in the
country and the records of major dam failures;
Examine the cause of any major dam failure;
Publish and update the standard guidelines and checklists for the routine inspection and detailed
investigations of dams and appurtenances;
Accord recognition or accreditations to the
organisations that can be entrusted with the works of
investigation, design or construction of new dams; and
Resolve issue between the State Dam Safety Organisation
of states, or between the State
Dam Safety Organisation and the owner of a dam in that
State. In certain cases, such as where a dam is extended
over two or more States or dams of one State falling
under the territory of another State, the National
Authority has to perform the role of State Dam Safety
Organization thereby eliminating potential causes for
inter-state conflicts.

