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In  news–  Several  countries  and  corporations  are  keen  to
present  an  environment-friendly  image;  this  is  where  the
forest certification industry comes in.
About Certification of forests

It  offers  a  multi-layer  audit  system  that  seeks  to
authenticate the origin, legality, and sustainability of
forest-based  products  such  as  timber,  furniture,
handicraft, paper and pulp, rubber, and many more.
The approximately three-decade-old global certification
industry  began  as  a  way  to  establish,  through
independent  third-party  audits,  whether  forests  were
being managed in a sustainable manner. 
Over the years, a range of certifications have come to
be  offered  for  various  activities  in  the  forestry
sector.
There are two major international standards (there are a
few  other  less  widely  accepted  ones  as  well)  for
sustainable  management  of  forests  and  forest-based
products. 

One  has  been  developed  by  Forest  Stewardship
Council, or FSC.
The other by Programme for Endorsement of Forest
Certifications, or PEFC. 

FSC certification is more popular and in demand, and
also more expensive.
Organisations like FSC or PEFC are only the developers
and  owners  of  standards  —  like,  for  example,  the
International Organisation of Standardisation (ISO) or
Bureau of International Standards (BIS). 
They are not involved in the evaluation and auditing of
the processes being followed by the forest managers or
manufacturers or traders of forest-based products. 
That is the job of certification bodies authorised by
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FSC or PEFC.
The certification bodies often subcontract their work to
smaller organisations. PEFC does not insist on the use
of its own standards. 
Instead,  like  its  name  suggests,  it  endorses  the
‘national’ standards of any country if they are aligned
with its own.
Two main types of certification are on offer: forest
management (FM) and Chain of Custody (CoC). 
CoC certification is meant to guarantee the traceability
of a forest product like timber throughout the supply
chain from origin to market.

Forest certification in India-

The forest certification industry has been operating in
India for the last 15 years. 
Currently, forests in only one state i.e., Uttar Pradesh
are certified. 
Forty one divisions of the UP Forest Corporation (UPFC)
are  PEFC-certified,  meaning  they  are  being  managed
according to standards endorsed by PEFC. 

These standards have been developed by the New Delhi-
based  nonprofit  Network  for  Certification  and
Conservation  of  Forests  (NCCF).

Some  other  states  too  obtained  certification,  but
subsequently dropped out. 
The Bhamragad forest division in Maharashtra was the
first  to  obtain  FSC  certification  for  forest
management.  
Later,  two  divisions  in  Madhya  Pradesh  and  one  in
Tripura also obtained FSC certification. UPFC too had
FSC certification earlier.
However,  all  of  these  expired  over  time.  Only  UPFC
extended its certification but with PEFC.
Many agroforestry projects, such as those run by ITC,



and  several  paper  mills  too  have  forest  management
certification. The forests here are meant for captive
use of the industry.

India-specific standards-

India allows the export of only processed wood, not
timber.  In  fact,  the  timber  harvested  from  Indian
forests is not enough to meet the domestic demand for
housing, furniture, and other products. 
The demand for wood in India is 150-170 million cubic
metres annually, including 90-100 million cubic metres
of raw wood. 
The rest goes mainly towards meeting the demand for
paper and pulp.
India’s forests contribute just about five million cubic
metres of wood every year. 
Almost 85 per cent of the demand for wood and wood
products is met by trees outside forests (ToF). About 10
per cent is imported. India’s wood import bill is Rs
50,000-60,000 crore per year.
Since ToF are so important, new certification standards
are being developed for their sustainable management. 
PEFC already has certification for TOF and in 2022, FSC
came  up  with  India-specific  standards  that  included
certification  for  ToF.  Environment  Minister  Bhupender
Yadav launched the FSC’s India standards in June 2022.

The Govt’s own standards-

Long before private certification bodies set up
operations in India, the government had moved to
define national standards for the management of
forests.
Based  on  the  recommendations  of  an  expert
committee in 2005, the Environment Ministry had
asked relevant institutions like the Bhopal-based
Indian Institute of Forest Management to draw up



national forest standards. However, the effort did
not come to fruition.
When the NCCF came into being in 2015, offering
PEFC  certification  in  India,  the  Environment
Ministry  nominated  an  officer  on  the  governing
board,  lending  it  official  legitimacy.  But  the
nomination was later withdrawn. 

In 2022 the Ministry associated itself with FSC, by
launching its new India standards.


